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Founded 23rd Feb 1905
ÅPaul Harris (lawyer), Sylvester Schiele (coal 

dealer), Gus Loehr (mining engineer) & 
Hiram Shorey (merchant tailor).

ÅSylvester was the 1st Rotary club president.

Å16 Clubs formed the National Organization 
in 1910

ÅRotary became International in 1911 with 
Winnipeg, Canadaôs Charter with Paul Harris 
as RIôs 1st President

ÅThe meetings ñRotatedò from office to 
office, thus the name.

Rotary Founders 



ÅRotarians have not only been present for major events in 
historyðweôve been a part of them.

ÅOnly 16 years after being founded, Rotary had clubs on six 
continents. Today weôre working together from around the 
globe both digitally and in -person to solve some of our 
worldôs most challenging problems.

ÅWe persevere in tough times. During WWII, Rotary clubs 
in Germany, Austria, Italy, Spain, and Japan were forced 
to disband. Despite the risks, many continued to meet 
informally and following the warôs end

ÅOur commitment to service is ongoing. We began our fight 
against polio in 1979 with a project to immunize 6 million 
children in the Philippines. By 2012, only three countries 
remain polio-endemicðdown from 125 in 1988.

ÅA darker part of our history. Women were finally        
allowed to join Rotary in 1987.
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ÅRotary International is an international service 
organization whose stated purpose is to bring together 
business and professional leaders in order to provide 
humanitarian services, encourage high ethical standards in 
all vocations, and help build goodwill and peace in the 
world. 

ÅIt is a secular organization open to all persons regardless 
of race, color, creed, religion, gender, or political 
preference.

ÅThe members of Rotary Clubs are known asRotarians . 
Members usually meet weekly for breakfast, lunch, or 
dinner, which is a social event as well as an opportunity to 
organize work on their service goals.



What Rotarians Strive To Do
ÅSet an example of high ethical standards

ÅEncourage and foster the ideal of service as a 

basis of worthy enterprise

ÅSearch for the right people, not people with the 

right Classification to serve in Rotary

ÅñService above Selfò is our primary Motto ïrevised 

1950

Å Our secondary motto is, ñOne profits most who 

serves best.ò ï revised 2010



Rotary Organization & 
Administration

ÅClub Level (84068)

ÅArea (6)

ÅDistrict Level (5470)

ÅZone Level (27)

ÅRotary International 



Rotary is an
International Organization

Å529 Districts in > 200 countries

ï>46,000 clubs

ïOver 1.4 million members

ÅOur District is 5470

ïGenerally covers all of Colorado 

from I70 south

ï58 Clubs

ï2,100 members Rotary International Themes 



Rotary is made up of three 
parts

ÅOur clubs

ÅRotary International

ÅThe Rotary Foundation

Together, we work to make lasting 

change in our communities and 

around the world.
Rotary International Themes 



The 4 Way Test*
(of things we say, think or do)

1. Is it the TRUTH ?

2. Is it FAIR to all concerned ?

3. Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER 

FRIENDSHIPS?

4. Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned ?

* Created by Rotarian  Herbert J. Taylor in 1932

Herbert J. Taylor
The test has been 

translated into more than 
100 languages,



Rotary Internationalôs Mission

ÅFostering unity among members

ÅStrengthening and expanding Rotary around 

the world

ÅCommunicating worldwide the work of Rotary

ÅProviding a system of international 

administration

Support its member clubs in fulfilling the object 

of Rotary by:



Clubs elect the directors from all over the world every year at Rotaryõs international 
convention and each director serves for two years.

ÅCurrent President - Gordon R. McInally

Each District  elects a District Governor.

ÅDistrict  5470 Governor ð Greg Sund (Trinidad)

ÅDistrict 5470 Governor Elect ð Whittney Smythe-Smith (Grand Junction)

Each club is autonomous & secular.

Å Salida Sunrise Club President ð Steve OõNeill

Å Salida Sunrise President Elect  (PE) ð Jan Schmidt

Å Salida Sunrise President Elect Nominee (PEN) ð You???

Å Governed by a President, President -

Elect and a Board of 19 Members, 17 

Directors, President and Vice-President.

http://www.rotary.org/aboutrotary/index.html


Guiding Principles

ÅObject of Rotary 

ÅAvenues of Service 

ÅRotary causes that build international 
relationships, improve lives, and create a 
better world to support our peace efforts 
and end polio forever.



The Objects of Rotary

To encourage and foster the ideal of service as 

a basis of worthy enterprise and, in particular:

1) The development of acquaintance as an opportunity 

for service

2) Set high ethical standards in business and 

professions; 

× the recognition of the worthiness of all useful occupations

× the dignifying by each Rotarian of his or her

occupation as an opportunity to serve society



The Objects of Rotary (continued)

3) The application of the ideal of service by 

every Rotarian to their personal, business 

and community lives

4) The advancement of international 

understanding,   goodwill, and peace through: 

×a world of fellowship of business and professional 

persons... 

×united in the ideal of service



We implement the

Object of Rotary through the

Five Avenues of Service



The Five Avenues of Service
Å Vocational Service

ï Promoting the ñideal of serviceò  -

throughout the business and professional world. 

Å Community Service  

ï Participate in all activities which make the community a better 

place in which to live.

Å International Service

ï Encourage & foster the advancement of understanding and 

goodwill

among people of the world.

Å Club Service 

ï Help the successful running of the local club.

Å Youth Services



Vocational Service

Club Vocational Service involves projects 

that: 

1. Improve the quality of life in the workplace

2. Help all workers to realize their full 

potential

3. Recognize the worthiness of all useful 

occupations

Obliges Classification holders to share the Ideal of 

Service in all Business & Professional dealings



Community Service & Youth 
Services

Provides useful service to satisfy proven needs:

Å Environmental issues

Å Disabled citizens

Å Senior Citizens

Å Youth Exchange

Å Interact ï ages 12-18 ï BV & Salida Noon

Å Rotaract  - ages 18-30

Å RYLA

Å Safety

Å Shelter & Street Kids

Interact group

Rotaract group



International Service

ÅBy acquaintance of peoples, cultures, customs, 

accomplishments, aspirations, problems

ÅBy travel, at conventions, reading, e-mail and 

especially International Projects

ÅRI & The Rotary Foundation are Major Resources 

in achieving International Service Projects

Advances Understanding, Goodwill & Peace:



Club Service

Focuses on the successful functioning of 

the Club

ÅMembership (incl. Classifications & Development)

ÅMeeting programs (speakers, meals, banners +)

ÅRotary Information & Club Bulletin

ÅAttendance

ÅFellowship

ÅPublic Relations


