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Rotary 101 (aka Fireside Chat)

Bell Ringing for 
Salvation Army

Habitat For Humanity 

Volunteers



A Brief History of Rotary 
International

Rotary Founder
Paul Harris 

Rotary Founder
Paul Harris 



Founded 23rd Feb 1905
• Paul Harris (lawyer), Sylvester Schiele (coal 

dealer), Gus Loehr (mining engineer) & 
Hiram Shorey (merchant tailor).

• Sylvester was the 1st Rotary club president.

• 16 Clubs formed the National Organization 
in 1910

• Rotary became International in 1911 with 
Winnipeg, Canada’s Charter with Paul Harris 
as RI’s 1st President

• The meetings “Rotated” from office to 
office, thus the name.

Rotary Founders 



• Rotarians have not only been present for major events in 
history—we’ve been a part of them.

• Only 16 years after being founded, Rotary had clubs on six 
continents. Today we’re working together from around the 
globe both digitally and in-person to solve some of our 
world’s most challenging problems.

• We persevere in tough times. During WWII, Rotary clubs 
in Germany, Austria, Italy, Spain, and Japan were forced 
to disband. Despite the risks, many continued to meet 
informally and following the war’s end

• Our commitment to service is ongoing. We began our fight 
against polio in 1979 with a project to immunize 6 million 
children in the Philippines. By 2012, only three countries 
remain polio-endemic—down from 125 in 1988.

• A darker part of our history. Women were finally        
allowed to join Rotary in 1987.
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• Rotary International is an international service 
organization whose stated purpose is to bring together 
business and professional leaders in order to provide 
humanitarian services, encourage high ethical standards in 
all vocations, and help build goodwill and peace in the 
world. 

• It is a secular organization open to all persons regardless 
of race, color, creed, religion, gender, or political 
preference.

• The members of Rotary Clubs are known as Rotarians. 
Members usually meet weekly for breakfast, lunch, or 
dinner, which is a social event as well as an opportunity to 
organize work on their service goals.



What Rotarians Strive To Do
• Set an example of high ethical standards

• Encourage and foster the ideal of service as a 

basis of worthy enterprise

• Search for the right people, not people with the 

right Classification to serve in Rotary

• “Service above Self” is our primary Motto – revised 

1950

• Our secondary motto is, “One profits most who 

serves best.” – revised 2010



Rotary Organization & 
Administration

• Club Level (84068)

• Area (6)

• District Level (5470)

• Zone Level (27)

• Rotary International 



Rotary is an
International Organization

• 529 Districts in > 200 countries

– >46,000 clubs

– Over 1.4 million members

• Our District is 5470

– Generally covers all of Colorado 

from I70 south

– 58 Clubs

– 2,100 members Rotary International Themes 



Rotary is made up of three 
parts

• Our clubs

• Rotary International

• The Rotary Foundation

Together, we work to make lasting 

change in our communities and 

around the world.
Rotary International Themes 



The 4 Way Test*
(of things we say, think or do)

1. Is it the TRUTH ?

2. Is it FAIR to all concerned ?

3. Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER 

FRIENDSHIPS?

4. Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned ?

* Created by Rotarian  Herbert J. Taylor in 1932

Herbert J. Taylor
The test has been 

translated into more than 
100 languages,



Rotary International’s Mission

• Fostering unity among members

• Strengthening and expanding Rotary around 

the world

• Communicating worldwide the work of Rotary

• Providing a system of international 

administration

Support its member clubs in fulfilling the object 

of Rotary by:



Clubs elect the directors from all over the world every year at Rotary’s international 
convention and each director serves for two years.

• Current President - Gordon R. McInally

Each District  elects a District Governor.

• District  5470 Governor – Greg Sund (Trinidad)

• District 5470 Governor Elect – Whittney Smythe-Smith (Grand Junction)

Each club is autonomous & secular.

• Salida Sunrise Club President – Steve O’Neill

• Salida Sunrise President Elect  (PE) – Jan Schmidt

• Salida Sunrise President Elect Nominee (PEN) – You???

• Governed by a President, President -

Elect and a Board of 19 Members, 17 

Directors, President and Vice-President.

http://www.rotary.org/aboutrotary/index.html


Guiding Principles

• Object of Rotary 

• Avenues of Service 

• Rotary causes that build international 
relationships, improve lives, and create a 
better world to support our peace efforts 
and end polio forever.



The Objects of Rotary

To encourage and foster the ideal of service as 

a basis of worthy enterprise and, in particular:

1) The development of acquaintance as an opportunity 

for service

2) Set high ethical standards in business and 

professions; 

❖ the recognition of the worthiness of all useful occupations

❖ the dignifying by each Rotarian of his or her

occupation as an opportunity to serve society



The Objects of Rotary (continued)

3) The application of the ideal of service by 

every Rotarian to their personal, business 

and community lives

4) The advancement of international 

understanding,   goodwill, and peace through: 

❖a world of fellowship of business and professional 

persons... 

❖united in the ideal of service



We implement the

Object of Rotary through the

Five Avenues of Service



The Five Avenues of Service
• Vocational Service

– Promoting the “ideal of service”  -

throughout the business and professional world. 

• Community Service  

– Participate in all activities which make the community a better 

place in which to live.

• International Service

– Encourage & foster the advancement of understanding and 

goodwill

among people of the world.

• Club Service 

– Help the successful running of the local club.

• Youth Services



Vocational Service

Club Vocational Service involves projects 

that: 

1. Improve the quality of life in the workplace

2. Help all workers to realize their full 

potential

3. Recognize the worthiness of all useful 

occupations

Obliges Classification holders to share the Ideal of 

Service in all Business & Professional dealings



Community Service & Youth 
Services

Provides useful service to satisfy proven needs:

• Environmental issues

• Disabled citizens

• Senior Citizens

• Youth Exchange

• Interact – ages 12-18 – BV & Salida Noon

• Rotaract  - ages 18-30

• RYLA

• Safety

• Shelter & Street Kids

Interact group

Rotaract group



International Service

• By acquaintance of peoples, cultures, customs, 

accomplishments, aspirations, problems

• By travel, at conventions, reading, e-mail and 

especially International Projects

• RI & The Rotary Foundation are Major Resources 

in achieving International Service Projects

Advances Understanding, Goodwill & Peace:



Club Service

Focuses on the successful functioning of 

the Club

• Membership (incl. Classifications & Development)

• Meeting programs (speakers, meals, banners +)

• Rotary Information & Club Bulletin

• Attendance

• Fellowship

• Public Relations



Rotary Causes

• Promoting Peace

• Fighting Disease

• Providing Clean Water, Sanitation and 
Hygyiene,

• Saving Mothers and Children

• Supporting Education

• Growing Local Economies

• Protecting the Environment



Some Rotary Terminology

• RYLA – Rotary Youth Leadership Awards

• DDF – District Designated Fund

• DG – District Governor

• DGE – District Governor Elect

• PE – President Elect

• PEN – President Elect Nominee

• PETS – President Elect Training Seminar



Rotary Exchanges

• Rotary Youth Exchange

– Short Term, a few days to a few months

– Long Term, a year

• Rotary Friendship Exchange

– Relationships are between two clubs

– Costs are provided by the participants



What the Rotary Foundation Does

Promotes World Understanding and 

Peace – “Doing good in the world”

✓ Works for a polio-free world + Plus

✓ Cares for the children of the world

✓ Feeds the hungry of the world

✓ Provides educational opportunities

✓ Preserves planet earth



Tools for Reaching this Goal

Local, National and 

International

▪Educational Programs

▪Humanitarian Programs



Educational Programs

▪ Ambassadorial Scholarships

▪Rotary Grants for University 

Teachers

▪ Vocational Exchanges (VE)

▪Rotary Centers for International 

Studies in Peace and Conflict 

Resolution



Humanitarian Programs

▪ Community Grants

▪ PolioPlus Program 

▪ Volunteer Service Grants

▪ Health, Hunger and Humanity (3-H) 
Grants

▪ Matching Grants

▪ District Simplified Grants



PolioPlus Accomplishments 

▪ Rotary launched PolioPlus in 

1985 and was a founding 

member of the Global Polio 

Eradication Initiative in 1988. 

▪ Through decades of 

commitment and work by Rotary 

and our partners, more than 2.5 

billion children in 122 countries 

have received the oral polio 

vaccine.



PAUL HARRIS FELLOW, SUSTAINING MEMBER, 
& SOCIETY – Annual Programs Funds

• $1,000 DONATION = FELLOW

– RECOGNITION

– OPEN TO ROTARIANS & NON-

ROTARIANS

– District Matching Fund Programs

– Rotary Direct – most efficient

• SUSTAINING PROGRAM = $100/year, each 

year

• PAUL HARRIS SOCIETY = $1,000 each 

year / $84/month

• Benefactor – $1,000 through estate

• Bequest  Society– $10,000  through estate

Rotary Founder
Paul Harris 



Salida Sunrise Rotary
• SSR Club

– Club Bylaws establish the organization 
structure and high level operation

– Policy Statements (ex. Code of Conduct, 
Dues, Meeting Programs / Presentations, 
Donations, etc.)

• SSR Charitable Fund

– Articles of Incorporation filed Oct 2014

– 501(c)(3) status received in Dec 2014

– Bylaws establish how organized & run

– Separate organization from the SSR club



Salida Sunrise Rotary Club
❖ Chartered on August 4, 2011

❖ 25 members, original charter 

❖ 62 Members as of 9/01/2023

❖ Dues: $65/quarter

❖ Fiscal year starts June 1st

Salida Sunrise Rotary 
Charter Ceremony

Chaffee County 
Home & Garden Show



Salida Sunrise Rotary 
Organization (rev 8.4.23)



Salida Sunrise Board of 
Directors – 2023-2024

• President – Steve O’Neill

• President-Elect – Dr. Harry Payton

• Secretary – Nichole Imm

• Treasurer – Carol Melzer

• Immediate Past President – Stew Pappenfort

• Directors At-Large (2) – Deborah Payton, PT Wood

• Serve one-year terms, July 1 to June 30



SSR Charitable Fund has a 
separate board of directors

• Runs on calendar year vs fiscal year 

• Chairman – Jody Post (immediate past president)

• Treasurer – Carol Melzer

• Directors At-Large (3) – Eileen Rogers, Adam 

Myers, David Moore

• May change to fill all positions with past presidents 



Salida Sunrise Committee/Project 
Chairs – 2023-2024

• H&G Show – OPEN

• Holiday Park – Janet Franz

• Lucky Duck Race – OPEN

• Administration – Janet Franz

• Budget & Finance  – 

 John McGowan

• Community Grants – 

 Randy Herrick-Stare

• Community Services – 

       Janet Bundschuh

• Imagination Library – 

       Becky Leonard

• International – Alison Brown

• Public Relations – 

       Becki Rupp

• ROPE – Deborah Payton

• RYE & RYLA – 

       Charlotte Karls

• Rotary Foundation Chair – 

       Cecil Rhodes

• Rotary After Hours – 

       Jody Post

• Scholarships – 

       Julie Richardson



✓ Individual College Scholarships $166,600 

through 138 scholarships

✓ Non-Profit Organizations Grants $120,700 
through 207 grants

✓ Dolly Parton Imagination Library $57,600 in 
books (49,500 books to over 1,740 children)

✓ Holiday Park

✓ Junior Achievement

✓ Bell Ringing for Salvation Army

✓ Volunteers for many other Non-Profit groups

Salida Sunrise Rotary Scholarships & 
Charitable Events

Junior Achievement 
volunteers



✓ Achieve, Inc.

✓ Ark-Valley Preschool

✓ Chaffee County Community 

Foundation

✓ Chaffee County Public Health

✓ Cub Scout Troop

✓ Elevating Readers Together

✓ Salida Circus Foundation

✓ Guidestone Colorado

✓ Salida Montesorri Charter 

School

✓ Salida Racing

✓ Colorado TINTS

Salida Sunrise Rotary Grants -
✓ Alliance Against Domestic 

Abuse

✓ Boys & Girls Club

✓ KHEN

✓ GARNA

✓ Shakespeare in the Park

✓ Full Circle Restorative Justice

✓ Chaffee County 4-H Council

✓ Crest Academy

✓ Horizons Exploratory 

Academy



✓ Chaffee County Home & Garden Show (April) - 

$30,000+

✓ Lucky Duck Race (late August) - $19,000

✓ Imagination Library (ongoing) – $10,000

✓ Holiday Park (Nov/Dec) - $4,700

✓ Donations (e.g. Colorado Gives Day) - ?

✓ District Matching Grants - ?

Salida Sunrise Rotary 
Fundraising



➢ Monthly meetings, before & after

➢ Monthly Social Meetings

➢ 4th & 5th Wednesday meetings

➢ Rotary After Hours

➢ Ad hoc

➢ May continue to follow Rotary 101 

➢ Change of Guard social

➢ June (yearly)

➢ Fun Posters

➢ Common interests of members – coordinate ways 

to enjoy these activities with other Rotarians! 

Social Events



➢ Multi-District PETS

➢ District Assembly

➢ District Conference

➢ International Convention

➢ District Changing of the Guard

District Rotary Events



❖ Salida Sunrise Rotary Individual Recognition 

Awards – made by the current SSR President

➢ Our recent SSR Rotarians of the Year

➢ 2017-18 – Becky Leonard

➢ 2018-19 – Janet Franz

➢ 2019-20 – Steve O’Neill

➢ 2020-21 – Becky Leonard

➢ 2021-22 – Janet Franz

➢ 2022-23 – Deb Payton

Salida Sunrise Rotary 
Recognition



Your Service Obligations in 
Rotary

Participation

• To be a Rotarian you must give of your time, 

talents and treasure:

– in community work

– in meetings & social functions

– assist with Club fundraising

– in Club and District activities

• A “RINO” is a Rotarian-In-Name Only



Your Rotary Attendance 
Requirements

• At weekly meetings

– a minimum of 50% attendance is expected.

• You can maintain your attendance levels by

– make up at another Rotary Club within +/- 14 days

– by attending a District event or a RI Convention.

• via active participation in an approved Rotary Service 

Project or Committee meeting



Your Financial Obligations

• Annual Dues 

• Happy Bucks

• Optional fundraising events 

and charities

• Optional Rotary Foundation 

support



Your Benefits from Rotary

• Business relationships & Professional 

Networking

• A Lifetime of Personal Friendships

• Knowledge of an Ethical Environment

• Opportunity to Serve your Community

• World Understanding

• Inside Knowledge about Your Community

• Family Foundations

• Entertainment

• Rotarian Magazine & Pin



Participate…

• for friendship

• for service

• for fellowship

• for knowledge

• for international understanding

Remember You Are Rotary!

Trail Clean Up Day



Steps for Becoming a New 
Member

• Attend at least 3 meetings to see if Rotary is a good “fit” for 

you.

• Complete the New Member application

• Meet with your proposer or Membership Chair who will 

match your interests with how you can serve the Club

• Introduction to Membership

• One week waiting period

• Vote by Board

• Induction Ceremony



Salida Sunrise 
Rotary Club

Welcome to …

Revised: 01/22/2018

Sunrise Club Website – www.salidasunriserotary.org

Rotary International Website, My Rotary - www.rotary.org

Visit the new Salida 
Sunrise Rotary 
Facebook Page
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