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South Lake Tahoe Airstrips

Landing on the surface of Lake Tahoe with Float
Planes - 1920’s
Johnson Field - 1930°s to 1940’s - Bijou

Horton and Bouchet Crash 1934 — Dunlap Field
(Tahoe Keys) never completed

Meyers Lake Tahoe Airport — 1938 proposed
Sky Harbor Airport — 1946 - 1956 (Kahle Dr.)

California Aeronautics Commission proposed
landing strip Pope Beach / Tahoe Keys 1951
never started construction

Lake Tahoe Airport (TVL) — 1959 Barton Dairy and
other property
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Rick Brower

* Most likely, “Early landing strips were not
well identifiled on maps and were not much
more than long areas cleared of trees,
brush, debris, rocks, etc. and probably on
flat ground to begin with. Large trees were
removed further in both directions to
facilitate a clear path for aircraft approach
and departure.”



First Known Bi-wing Float Plane
1923
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Riva Grill/Ski Run Marina 1950’s
Seagraves bought a vacant lot,
built a dock and inland harbor.




Wes Stetson would give plane rides in a Republic RC-3 CeeBee
Cascades West — Emerald Bay Resort.
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Friday September 21, 1934

lane ﬁ ash

‘I.INDIBERGH KIDNAP SUSPECT HELD

Man and Woman TEXTILE [HUNDREDS 'Alien Fugitive, Caught With

Trapped in Ship, PEI%?\H%G K{'%EI%NN Ransom Certificates, Firm

Burned to Death....... in Denial He Abducted Child
Motor Fails and Biplane Tumbles 1000 Its Raport
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32, and his garl {risnd, Bstity Bouchet, 23, were burned to
when the plane Horton was plloting crashed in an at-
mal fram Buou ot Lake Tahoe
biplane, spulteied and eppeared €0 bo having
it circled over Dunlap Held and suddenly nosedived L0
' an altitude of 1,000 feel
Hoflon, ler. and Miss Bouchel. s poverness for 0Mrs I W Hellman
wife of thoe & Francisco panker. were en roule to Lukens Resort from
San Francusco when the craah otourred
Both viclims were trapped in thewr cookplits and burned Lo a crisp be-
¢ od wilnesses could reacd
flaming Wreckage
lerton waa emploved as & butl
by George Pope, Burhngame
Lake Tahoo socsalile, He was ci
route with Miuss Bouchet to his em-
pioyer’s estale
1lorton had wired from San Fran-
ciseco ¢ he took oll of hus m-
| periding arrival and members of the
| Pope estale had come to the Deld
o areet hum., Instead of headnwy
for Johnsor landing fieid where nhe
originally was supposed 0 have
landed, Horton swerved from s
course and cireled over the RO~
pieted Dunlap fleld
Suddenly, aocording o John ¥For-
lster, owner of the Tamarack Dary,
| who witnessed the crash, the molor |
souttered and the plane went into a
i nose dive,
ywton was 4 native of Australla,
was employed by the Pope fam-
dy for several years and was » Ire-
jont visitor o the Lako Teoe !

)
;L

of
His body was removed o Coronsr
O'Relli's mortuary &t Plsocervil
Tentative srrangements call for
peral services Saturday on the Pope
{estate here. Dasnosition of the prl's
body had not yet been arranged

M. L. O Luxens, & neighbor and
close frniend of Horton, sad: “He
wot our best friend. He wired from
S8an Francwsco that he and DBelly
would amve and asked us W moet

at Johnson hNeld
ut for some resson, Lth wl-

teinpled to land al Dunlap {
“Beity waz Horton's ‘besl




John Horton, butler
-~ of the Pope Estate,
. was a pilot and
HE 2 partner with Lloyd
Tallac Resort f .

Lukins.
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Passenger Betty
Bouchet was the
governess of the

Heller Estate
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s John Horton, 32, and his girl {risnd, Betty Bouchet, 23, were burned to
death last night when the plane Horton was plloting crashed in an al-
tempted Janding three males from Byou ot Lake Tahoe.

The alreraft, & Moth biplane, spulteied and appeared o bo having
motor trouble as 1t circled over Dunlap nDeld and suddenly nosedived to
the ground from an altitude of 1,000 feel

Hofton, a butler, and Miss Bouchet, » yoverness for Mrs [ W. Hellman, |
wife of the San Francisco banker, were en roule to Lukens Resort from
San Francwsco when the crash ocourred

Both vickims were trapped In thewr cookpits and burned Lo a cnsp be-

cisco belore he took olf of s -
pendmg arnval! and mambers of the
Pope estale had come Lo the Deld

o greet hum, Instead of heading

for Johnsor landing fi:eld where he

oniginally was supposed W have

lapded, Eorton swerved from has

course and circled over the wnOOIM~
ted Dunlap fleld.

oro startled witnesses could reach
the fMaming wreckage,

Horton was employed a5 & butler
by George Pope, Burhngame and
Lake Tahoe socalile, He was cb
route with Miss Bouchet to his em-

1iorton had wired from S8an Fran-
cisco before he took off of hus yme
pendmg armval and members of the
Pope estate had come to the fNeld
Instead of heading

course and circled over the unocom-
d Dunlap fleld.

Suddenly, socording ol -
ster, owner of the Tamarack Dary,
who witnessed the crash, the motor
sputtered and the plane went into a
nose dive,

Horton was & native of Australia.
He was employed by the Pope fam-
ily for several years and was a Ire- |
| quent visitor 1o the Lake Tuhoe 19+

gon.

Hir body was removed to Corontr
ORelli's mortuary at Placerville,
Tentative srrangements call for fu-
| peral services Saturday on the

Dasposition of the pirl's

| body had not yet been arranged

Mrs, L. O, Lukens, & neighbor w:!l
close fnend of Horton, sud: “He
wos our best friend. He wired from
Ban PFranowco that he and Betly
would amve and asked us to moet
them st Johnson held

“But for some resson, Lthey ol
templed to land al Dunlap feld.

“Beity was Horton's ‘best fnend"." |




Mrs. L. O. Lukens, 2 neighbor and
close friend of Horton, said: “Hs
was our best friend. He wired from
S8an PFrancsco that he and Betly
would amve and asked us to moet
them at Johnson held.

“But for some reason, they al-
tempted to land at Dunlap field.

v Betti was Horton's ‘best fnend'.”
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Rick Brower

« According to U.S. Forest Service heritage office
In South Lake Tahoe, Lloyd Lukins, long time
local resident and one time deputy sheriff was
the one who drew up the plans.

* “Lloyd Lukins, was planning to go into business
In an airport scheme with the pilot, John Horten.
Lloyd would take care of the airport while
Horten would fly people in.

« “Mel Lukins said, ‘After that crash, my Dad,

Lloyd did not want anything to do with an airport,
and threw away the plans."




1920 Dunlap Land Purchase

* Lumber Train #13 Engineer John
Dunlap started in 1881 on the south
shore, moved to north shore 1898,
1920 purchased property from Bliss
on the south shore, returned to south
shore with daughters Glorene and
Helen in 1928. creuner pg 27

« John E. Dunlap Ranch Tamarack
Dairy. 1600 acres West of Upper
Truckee River to Pope Beach on't
lake.

« Washington St. off of Tahoe Keys
Blvd.




Future Sky Harbor Airport 1946

to 1959
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Bill Kihngman re: Johnson's Field

1940's. Steve Myers built one of California’s
first drive-in movie theatres near today’s
Heavenly Village at Stateline.

At that time it was mostly a pasture behind
historic Cecil’'s Market.

 Steve moved his Tahoe Drive-In theatre to a
remote meadow in Bijou called Johnson's
Field. 1955 to 1984.






Johnson’s Field or Barton’s Field?

Standard J1.The aircraft belonged to Varney Aviation. They
had a "field" in Tahoe. Delivered mail as part of Tahoe
- Aviation.
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Sky Harbor Airport/Kahle Drive
1 Mile East of Stateline

« Sky Harbor Airport 1946 to 1956 - Kahle
Drive, Nevada - Rabe Meadow, (Lam Watah

rail)

A pilot would fly from the mountain side
toward and over the lake to alert the cattle to

move, then land flying from over the lake

toward the mountain and the Sky Harbor
Casino building.
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The Sky Harbor Airport was
poorly engineered and shut
down before 1956



1946 to 1956

Steve McLendon
gllection



1946 photo of an Ercoupe & several other general
aviation aircraft at Sky-Harbor Airport
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:1949_Ercoupe_Advertisement_in_Flying.jpg

Sky Harbor Airport
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Had to fence in the COWS to prevent them from eating the fabrlc of
the wings!



1945 Sky Harbor Airport




1951 PROPOSAL BY THE CALIFORNIA
AERONAUTICS COMMISSION -
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South Tahoe Airport - Barton Dairy

1959. The 5,900’ runway was the only airport along the 750
miles of the High Sierra capable of supporting private and
military aircraft and scheduled air carriers. The runway was
extended to 8,544’ in late 1962. Casino money paid for the
extension.

Lake Tahoe Airport usage reached an all-time high in 1978.
294,188 passengers.

1959 to 2006. 12 airlines.
1982. Strict noise and access restrictions at the airport.

1983. City of South Lake Tahoe purchased the airport from El
Dorado County for $1.

Last scheduled air service was operated by Tahoe Air and
Allegiant Air in 1999 and 2000. Due to lack of funding the air
traffic tower was closed in October 2004.

http://www.tahoedailytribune.com/article/20080131/NEWS/216988398



. South Tahoe Airport
Late 1960’s
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95 DIE AS PLANE
TS SIERRA RIGE

Tahoe’s
worst Vo s Tv; Fun Flight

4 i SR e ToLake Has
; 2 T R Traglc End
; ‘ S -} :

15 Lucky Poople Mlssed Fatal Fllghf 901A pas

aviation
accident.

thestormking.com

== At Crash Site




March 1, 1964, “Connie”
Paradise Airline Flight 901A,
from the Bay Area to Tahoe |
crashed after aborting a ‘ ?
landing at TVL.

The crash was blamed on
the pilot, ground
maintenance, substandard
equipment, altimeter
malfunction, lack of de-icing . Kingsbury
equipment, and falsification T :

of a weather report. G
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:PSA_Electra,_circa_1960s.jpg
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Bill Kingman 11/20/2012 Then and Now
Larry Lukins 11/27/2012

Rick Brower 12/01/2012

Michael Zwijacz 12/03/2012

Don Lane 12/05/2012

Dave Wakeman 12/11/2012

Danny Lukins 12/12/2012

John Upton 01/02/2013

Tom Davis 01/02/2013

Mark McLaughin TheStormKing.com 01/02/2013
Jimmy Amundson 01/07/2013

Doug Ross 01/11/2013

Doug Gayner 01/14/2013

Krista Eisinger El Dorado County



Jim Amundson

Sky Harbor airport BT13 in diapers

Dad B 17 30+ missions Taught aerobatic flying
BT 13 instructor

Teaching Bob Latin to fly a BT 13 — Near
Johnson Meadow the plane stalled, the plane
snapped upside down, Bob pulled back on stick
Instead of doing a roll through. Not enough
altitude, clipped and augured in, chopped trees.
Bob scalped and Dad had amnesia for 6
months. Totaled the air cratft.



» George Stalls David son 10 to 15 years
ago set of blue prints of a single sheet.
Proposed a Meyers Airport plans
8/24/1938 Forest service rangers station






