
Two weeks ago, District 9650 held its District ‘changeover’. Sadly, due to quarantine restrictions and an unforeseen
expansion of some ‘hotspot’ zones, I was unable to be present at the event. 

Logging in via Zoom was nowhere near the desired outcome however, under these suddenly imposed restrictions, Past
District Governor Debbie did an amazing job of ensuring that everyone present had a wonderful evening. I am so sorry
that I was unable to be there with you but be assured that I am looking forward to seeing you all at club and cluster
visits.

I would like to thank PDG Debbie Loveday for the amazing year under her Governorship. Also, the support she has
shown me personally as I prepare for this new Rotary year. Throughout the last three years in preparation, I have seen
and now experience not only the amount of work that goes into being a District Governor, but I also have a greater
appreciation of the role and count it an honor to be your District Governor. 

Whilst Covid continues to be a fluctuating paradigm for our District and the rest of the world for that matter, we must
continue to adapt were able to ensure that we support our fellow members and the wider community. We still need to
be active in word and action in undertaking the Rotarian way.

Many years ago, I was at a non-Rotary community event where a sports field was to have its picket fence painted. A
problem arose where there were plenty of community volunteers but little or no coordination with respect to
resources and delegation. This led to a lot of volunteers standing around with nothing to do. One of the organizer’s
made a general announcement to the crowd asking if there were any Rotarians present. With that, six Rotarians came
forward and took control. They organized work teams and resources and even got the lunchtime BBQ and drinks
organized. Why? Because they could and they did. This why we are Rotarians. Because we serve others to make a
difference, not because we want to stand out under a community spotlight but because we see a need and go about
satisfying that need.

I want to thank my wonderful team for selflessly putting up your hand to be part of 9650 Leadership for this year. This
is a wonderful year of opportunity for all of us to ‘showcase’ the many wonderful achievements from our District. I
couldn’t ask for a better team of dedicated Rotarians to ensure that those achievement are recognized and many more
achieved. I look forward to working with you through the year ahead.

DG David

“Why don't crabs give to Rotary? Because they're shellfish”
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PARTNERS PROJECT - YOUTH INSEARCH
I f  y o u  c a m e  t o  a  D i s t r i c t  A s s e m b l y  o r  r e a d  m y  l e t t e r  t o  P r e s i d e n t s  y o u  w o u l d  a l r e a d y  k n o w  t h a t

Y o u t h  I n s e a r c h  i s  t h e  p r o g r a m  I  w i s h  t o  s e e  c h a m p i o n e d  a c r o s s  o u r  D i s t r i c t  t h i s  c o m i n g  y e a r

( a n d  b e y o n d ) .   T h e  l i n k  b e l o w  w i l l  h e l p  y o u  f i n d  o u t  a b o u t  t h e  p r o g r a m  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  i n

o p e r a t i o n  s i n c e  1 9 8 5  h e l p i n g  c o u n t l e s s  y o u n g  p e o p l e  t o  f i n d  r e a l  a n d  s u s t a i n a b l e  s o l u t i o n s  t o

t h e  m y r i a d  o f  c h a l l e n g e s  t h e y  f a c e .   h t t p s : / / y o u t h i n s e a r c h . o r g . a u / p r o g r a m s / o v e r v i e w

M y  g o a l s  t h i s  y e a r  a r e  s i m p l e  a n d  d e s i g n e d  s o  t h a t  e v e r y  c l u b ,  n o  m a t t e r  t h e i r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s

a n d  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  f a c e d  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  f e w  y e a r s  o f  d r o u g h t ,  f l o o d s ,  f i r e s ,  p e s t s  a n d  C o v i d ,

s h o u l d  b e  a b l e  t o  a c h i e v e  a t  l e a s t  1  i f  n o t  a l l  o f  t h e m  a c r o s s  t h e  c o m i n g  y e a r .

T h e  f i r s t  o f  t h e s e  g o a l s  i s  f o r  e v e r y  R o t a r i a n  t o  b e c o m e  a w a r e  o f  w h o  Y o u t h  I n s e a r c h  i s ,  w h a t

t h e y  d o  a n d  h o w  t h e y  m a k e  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  i m p a c t  i n  y o u n g  l i v e s .  T h e  l i n k  t o  t h e i r  w e b s i t e  w i l l

a s s i s t  y o u  w i t h  t h i s .

T h e  s e c o n d  g o a l  i s  f o r  e a c h  c l u b  t o  r e a c h  o u t  a n d  c o n n e c t  w i t h  t h e  v a r i o u s  s e r v i c e s  i n  y o u r  o w n

c o m m u n i t y  w h o  w o r k  t o  a s s i s t i n g  y o u n g  p e o p l e .  I  j u s t  g o o g l e d  ‘ Y o u t h  C r i s i s  S e r v i c e s  +  P o r t

M a c q u a r i e  H a s t i n g s  a r e a ’  a n d  f o u n d  a t  l e a s t  8  s e r v i c e s  t h a t  o u r  C l u b  S e r v i c e s  o r  V o c a t i o n a l

D i r e c t o r s  c o u l d  c o n n e c t  w i t h  t o  f i l l  a  g u e s t  s p e a k e r  s p o t  o r  V o c a t i o n a l  o u t  v i s i t  o n  o u r

c a l e n d a r .

M y  h o p e  i s  t h a t  b y  r e a c h i n g  o u t  t o  t h e s e  l o c a l  s e r v i c e s  a n d  b y  l e a r n i n g  m o r e  a b o u t  Y o u t h

I n s e a r c h ,  n e w  c o n n e c t i o n s  w i l l  b e  f o r m e d  a n d  e x c i t i n g  n e w  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  w i l l  e v o l v e  f o r  o u r

R o t a r y  c l u b s  t o  r e a l l y  ‘ c h a n g e  l i v e s ’  o f  t h e  y o u n g  p e o p l e  t h a t  w i l l  f o r m  o u r  t o m o r r o w .  I  l o o k

f o r w a r d  t o  m e e t i n g  y o u  a l l  a s  I  t a g  a l o n g  w i t h  D a v i d  a n d  l e a r n i n g  a b o u t  a l l  t h e  i n c r e d i b l e  w o r k

y o u  d o  i n  y o u r  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  t h e  n e w  c o n n e c t i o n s  y o u  a r e  f o r g i n g .

H e a t h e r  M a y n e

A p p l i c a n t s  m u s t  s u b m i t  a  P r o j e c t  B r i e f  /  P r o p o s a l  f o r  R A R F  F u n d i n g  D i s t r i b u t i o n  a s  t o  t h e

n a t u r e ,  r a t i o n a l e  a n d  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t :

P r o j e c t s  m u s t  a l i g n  t o  t h e  d e s i g n a t e d  r e l i e f  e f f o r t  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  B u s h f i r e  R e l i e f .

T h e  p r o j e c t  m u s t  h a v e  b e n e v o l e n t  r e l i e f  a s  i t s  m a i n  p u r p o s e ,  a n d  t h a t  r e l i e f  m u s t  b e

p r o v i d e d  t o  p e o p l e  i n  n e e d .

T i m e  i s  o f  t h e  e s s e n c e ;  t h e  p r o j e c t  p l a n  a n d  a c t i v i t i e s  n e e d  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  a  t i m e l y

r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  r e l i e f  s i t u a t i o n .

T h e  e x p e c t e d  b e n e f i c i a r i e s ,  w h i c h  c o m m u n i t y  o r  i n d i v i d u a l  w i l l  b e  t h e  t a r g e t  f o r  t h e  a i d .

T h e  p r o p o s a l  i s  r e a l i s t i c  a n d  a c h i e v a b l e  w i t h i n  t h e  r e q u e s t e d  b u d g e t  a n d  t i m e  f r a m e .

A p p l i c a t i o n s  c l o s e  b y  8 t h  A u g u s t ,  2 0 2 1 .

A p p l i c a t i o n s  t o  b e  s u b m i t t e d  t o  R A W C S  N a t i o n a l  P r o j e c t  M a n a g e r ,  M e r v  W i l l i a m s  e m a i l

n a t i o n a l . p r o j e c t s @ r a w c s . o r g . a u  a n d  R A W C S  N a t i o n a l  T r e a s u r e r ,  J i m  W i l s o n ,  e m a i l

t r e a s u r e r @ r a w c s . o r g . a u

A s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  d e v a s t i n g  b u s h f i r e s  o n  t h e  e a s t e r n  a n d  c e n t r a l  a r e a s  o f  A u s t r a l i a  i n  l a t e  2 0 1 9

–  e a r l y  2 0 2 0 ,  R o t a r y  A u s t r a l i a  W o r l d  C o m m u n i t y  S e r v i c e  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  n a t i o n a l  b u s h f i r e

a p p e a l  f u n d  w h i c h  r e s u l t e d  i n  o v e r  $ 1 . 2  m i l l i o n  b e i n g  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  t h e  g e n e r o s i t y  o f  t h e

c o m m u n i t y  a n d  c o r p o r a t e  o r g a n i s a t i o n s .  T h e r e  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  s o m e  o f  t h e s e  f u n d s  s t i l l  a v a i l a b l e

w i t h i n  t h i s  b u s h f i r e  r e l i e f  a p p e a l  f o r  d i s t r i b u t i o n .  

 

E x p r e s s i o n s  o f  i n t e r e s t  a r e  b e i n g  n o w  b e i n g  i n v i t e d  f o r  r e l i e f  a n d  r e c o v e r y  p r o j e c t s  w i t h i n

l o c a l i t i e s  a f f e c t e d  b y  t h e s e  b u s h f i r e s  w h e r e  R o t a r y  D i s t r i c t s  o r  R o t a r y  C l u b s  h a v e  r e g i s t e r e d

R A W C S  B u s h f i r e  R e l i e f  p r o j e c t s .

 

E l i g i b i l i t y  a n d  P r o j e c t  C r i t e r i a :

 

E x p r e s s i o n  o f  I n t e r e s t

 

I n q u i r i e s  t o  R A W C S  N a t i o n a l  P r o j e c t  M a n a g e r ,  M e r v  W i l l i a m s  e m a i l

n a t i o n a l . p r o j e c t s @ r a w c s . o r g . a u
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