
This week’s E News sees me a year older. Many thanks to the 111 plus people who wrote on my facebook, emailed and
text me. I hear so many bad things about Facebook but never the good stuff. Yes, there is a lot of posts on social media
that aren’t positive and uplifting but the good stuff is that we can share a simple message globally that means such a
lot.
 
This weekend saw the opening of the 50th anniversary of RYLA. What an amazing job our RYLA committee have done
over the years to make this an Internationally renowned Rotary program. Congratulations to chair DGE David Mayne,
PDG Rob Anderson, Louise Matthews and John Carroll for sharing their passion, and their expertise in making it a
professional Rotary program that meets the needs of tomorrows leaders. Thank you for inviting me once again, to
extend a DG welcome and open the day’s events.
 
Making Membership Memorable
I would like to congratulate AG for Cluster 2 and President of the R C South West Rocks on the induction of four new
members to the club last week. The good news keeps coming, there are three more to induct in the next month. Well
done Muni and members of the club. I am looking forward to attending the 30th Anniversary and changeover on the
22 May 2021.
 
Upcoming District Assemblies
Please respond to District Secretary Patti Parsons and let her know you are attending in good time.? It is important to
know well in advance to ensure the venue is adequate and we comply with COVID restrictions. Also, we need to know
how many to feed! (very important)
 
Sunday 16th May 2021  Crossing Theatre Narrabri
Sunday 30th May 2021  Charles Sturt University, Ellis Parade Lake Innes Port Macquarie
 
District Changeover – Saturday 26th June 2021 Panthers Port Macquarie 6 for 6.30pm.
We will be sending out invitations to our changeover and would love it if we could get as many of you supporting as
possible. This will be a fun evening where we can wine and dine and enjoy some fabulous after dinner entertainment
from Matt Zarb from the Taree on Manning Club. We heard a little from him on the Sunday morning at Conference and
I am certain people will be very happy to listen to more. Let us get behind this event, celebrate the last year and
welcome DGE David Mayne and Heather to theirs. The 26th of June will be a special night for all.
 
CLUB OFFICERS 2021-2022
Can you please ensure that you report your incoming officers on the My Rotary website. If you don’t do this, they will
not be able to access information pertinent to their role for the coming year.
PLEASE DO IT NOW

NYSF Applications for the 2022 Year 12 Program are now OPEN.

 The NYSF greatly appreciates Rotary’s generous support and promotion of the National Youth Science Forum (NYSF)
Year 12 Program in local communities. Last year, 48% of NYSF participants came from remote and regional parts of
Australia thanks to the unique relationship between Rotary and NYSF. We look forward to continuing to work with
you and to welcoming students from your area in 2022. 
Applications have now opened and soon your Rotary Club is likely to be contacted by Year 11 students seeking
endorsement of their applications to attend the NYSF Year 12 Program in January 2022. 
Following the outstanding success of this year’s program format (modified due to COVID-19), the 2022 NYSF Year 12
Program will run as a 12-day hybrid program. The 
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5  M a y  R Y L A  5 0  Y e a r s  A n n i v e r s a r y

D i n n e r

8  M a y  D i s t r i c t  F i n a n c e  M e e t i n g

1 6  M a y  D i s t r i c t  A s s e m b l y  N a r r a b r i

2 2  M a y  R  C  S o u t h  W e s t  R o c k s

C h a n g e o v e r

2 3  M a y  D i s t r i c t  M a n a g e m e n t

M e e t i n g

2 9  M a y  R  C  B a r r a b a  C h a n g e o v e r

3 0  M a y  D i s t r i c t  A s s e m b l y  P o r t

M a c q u a r i e

5  J u n e  H a s t i n g s  R o t a r a c t

C h a n g e o v e r

5  J u n e  A r m i d a l e  A M  C h a n g e o v e r

6  J u n e  R  C  L o w e r  M i d c o a s t

C h a n g e o v e r

7  J u n e  R  C  K e m p s e y  C h a n g e o v e r

7  J u n e  R  C  W a r i a l d a  C h a n g e o v e r

8  J u n e  R  C  M o r e e  o n  G w y d i r

C h a n g e o v e r

8  J u n e  R  C  W a u c h o p e  C h a n g e o v e r

1 0  J u n e  R  C  N a m b u c c a  ? V a l l e y

C h a n g e o v e r

1 1  J u n e  R  C  M o r e e  C h a n g e o v e r

1 2  J u n e  R  C  A r m i d a l e  N o r t h

C h a n g e o v e r
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MUSINGS FROM THE DGCALENDAR

C e l e b r a t e  y o u r  

m e m b e r s

E-NEWS CONTACT
I f  y o u  h a v e  s o m e t h i n g  f o r

t h e  E - n e w s  p l e a s e  e m a i l

e d i t o r  L a u r a  T e l f o r d  a t

l a u r a . t e l f o r d @ r o t a r a c t . o r g .

a u  b e f o r e  5 p m  o n  F r i d a y  t o

m a k e  s u r e  i t  w i l l  a p p e a r  i n

t h e  n e x t  e d i t i o n !  

THIS ISSUE
M u s i n g s  f r o m  D G  D e b b i e

S W  R o c k s  i n d u c t s  m e m b e r s !

R Y L A /  N Y S F  u p d a t e s



MUSINGS FROM DG DEBBIE CONT.
p r o g r a m  i s  d e s i g n e d  t o  g i v e  s t u d e n t s  a  b r o a d e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  d i v e r s e  s t u d y  a n d  c a r e e r

o p t i o n s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  s c i e n c e ,  t e c h n o l o g y ,  e n g i n e e r i n g  a n d  m a t h e m a t i c s  ( S T E M ) .  

D u r i n g  t h e  p r o g r a m ,  s t u d e n t s  h a v e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o :  

p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t o u r s  o f  s c i e n c e  a n d  t e c h n o l o g y  f a c i l i t i e s ;  

l e a r n  a b o u t  c u t t i n g - e d g e  r e s e a r c h ;  

e n g a g e  w i t h  i n d u s t r y  p a r t n e r s  a n d  r e s e a r c h  p r o v i d e r s ;  

l e a r n  a b o u t  s t u d y  o p t i o n s  a n d  S T E M  c a r e e r  p a t h w a y s ;  

m i x  w i t h  o t h e r  l i k e - m i n d e d  s t u d e n t s  f r o m  a l l  o v e r  A u s t r a l i a ;  a n d  

n e t w o r k  w i t h  f o r m e r  N Y S F  p a r t i c i p a n t s  o n  S T E M - r e l a t e d  s t u d y  a n d  c a r e e r  p a t h w a y s .

A p p l i c a t i o n  p r o c e s s  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  S T E M  w o r k s h o p s ,  p a r t i c i p a n t s  a l s o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  s e s s i o n s  o n  e n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p ,

c r i t i c a l  t h i n k i n g ,  s c i e n c e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  w o r k i n g  t o g e t h e r  e f f e c t i v e l y ,  a n d  m u c h  m o r e .  T h e  f o c u s

i s  n o t  s o l e l y  o n  a c a d e m i c  a c h i e v e m e n t s ,  b u t  o n  d e v e l o p i n g  w e l l - r o u n d e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  h a v e  t h e

s k i l l s  a n d  c o n f i d e n c e  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e i r  f u t u r e s .  

S t u d e n t s  m u s t  a p p l y  t h r o u g h  t h e  N Y S F  w e b s i t e  w w w . n y s f . e d u . a u .  F o l l o w i n g  f e e d b a c k  f r o m  R o t a r y

D i s t r i c t  C h a i r s ,  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  f e e  f o r  t h e  P r o g r a m  h a s  b e e n  r e d u c e d  t o  $ 2 5 .  S t u d e n t s  n e e d  t o  p a y

t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n  f e e  a s  t h e y  s u b m i t  t h e i r  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  o n  o r  b e f o r e  t h e  c l o s i n g  d a t e  o f  2  J u l y  2 0 2 1 .

T h e r e  i s  n o  l i m i t  o n  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  a p p l i c a n t s  y o u r  C l u b  c a n  e n d o r s e  a n d  n o  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  p r o v i d e

f u n d i n g  a l o n g  w i t h  e n d o r s e m e n t  t o  t h o s e  a p p l i c a n t s  w h o  a r e  s u c c e s s f u l .

 

R E G I O N A L  M E M B E R S H I P  U P D A T E

 A r t i c l e  b y  B a r b a r a  M i f s u d ,  R e g i o n a l  M e m b e r s h i p  O f f i c e r ,  M e m b e r s h i p  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  S o u t h  P a c i f i c

a n d  P h i l i p p i n e s  O f f i c e ,  b a r b a r a . m i f s u d @ r o t a r y . o r g ,  h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m / b a r b a r a . m i f s u d . 1

N e w !  G u i d e  f o r  C l u b  T y p e s  a n d  C l u b  M o d e l s  R o t a r y  c l u b s  a r e  m a d e  u p  o f  m e m b e r s  o f  v a r y i n g  a g e s

f r o m  d i f f e r e n t  b a c k g r o u n d s ,  c u l t u r e s  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n s ,  s o  i t ’ s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  p r o v i d e  a  v a r i e t y  o f

o p t i o n s  t o  e n g a g e  i n  R o t a r y .  B u t  a d d i n g  f l e x i b i l i t y  c a n  l e a d  t o  q u e s t i o n s  s u c h  a s  ‘ W h a t  i s  a

s a t e l l i t e  c l u b ? ’  o r  ‘ C a n  m y  c l u b  b e  f o c u s e d  o n  a  p a r t i c u l a r  c a u s e ?  O u r  n e w  C l u b  M o d e l s  G u i d e  i n

E n g l i s h  a n d  F r e n c h  w i l l  p r o v i d e  a n s w e r s  t o  t h e s e  a n d  o t h e r  c o m m o n  q u e s t i o n s .  T h e  g u i d e  p r o v i d e s

d e f i n i t i o n s  a n d  e x a m p l e s  t o  h e l p  y o u  n a v i g a t e  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  c l u b  t y p e s ,  c l u b  m o d e l s  a n d

m e e t i n g  f o r m a t s .  T a k i n g  o u r  m e m b e r s  s k i l l s  t o  t h e  n e x t  l e v e l  O u r  m e m b e r s  c a n  b e c o m e  m o r e

e f f e c t i v e  p r e s e n t e r s ,  c o m m u n i c a t o r s ,  a n d  l e a d e r s  t h r o u g h  t h e  n e w  c o u r s e s  i n  t h e  L e a r n i n g  C e n t e r

d e v e l o p e d  b y  T o a s t m a s t e r s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l .  F r o m  s p e e c h w r i t i n g  a n d  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  c o m m u n i c a t i o n

t o  c o n s e n s u s  b u i l d i n g  a n d  l e a d i n g  a  t e a m ,  t h e s e  c o u r s e s  w i l l  h e l p  y o u  g r o w ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  a n d

p e r s o n a l l y .  T h e y  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  R o t a r i a n s  a n d  R o t a r a c t o r s  ( t h a t  a r e  r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  R I  d a t a b a s e )

w i t h  a c t i v e  M y  R o t a r y  a c c o u n t s .  I t ’ s  a  g r e a t  i n c e n t i v e  t o  r e p o r t  R o t a r a c t o r s  i n  t h e  R I  d a t a b a s e .

T h e s e  c o u r s e s  a n d  t h e  r a n g e  o f  o n l i n e  c o u r s e s  a r e  a l s o  a  v i t a l  p i e c e  o f  t h e  ‘ v a l u e  p r o p o s i t i o n ’  f o r

p r o s p e c t i v e  m e m b e r s .  L o c a l  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  b e t w e e n  R o t a r y  a n d  T o a s t m a s t e r s  T h e  c o l l a b o r a t i o n

b e t w e e n  R o t a r y  a n d  T o a s t m a s t e r s  i s  w a y  f o r  u s  t o  e n h a n c e  t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  k e e p

o u r  m e m b e r s  e n g a g e d .  W e ’ r e  s e e i n g  e x a m p l e s  o f  c l u b s  a n d  d i s t r i c t s  f r o m  a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d  w h o

a r e  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e i r  l o c a l  T o a s t m a s t e r s  c o u n t e r p a r t s  o n  v a r i o u s  i n i t i a t i v e s  a n d  p r o j e c t s .  Y o u

c a n  s e e  t h e  b r e a d t h  o f  t h e  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  a t  t h e  g r a s s r o o t s  l e v e l  o n  t h i s  i n t e r a c t i v e  m a p  ( a l s o

a v a i l a b l e  i n  l a n g u a g e s ) ,  w h i c h  c a n  b e  f o u n d  i n  t h e  L e a r n i n g  C e n t r e ’ s  G e t t i n g  S t a r t e d  w i t h

T o a s t m a s t e r s  o n l i n e  c o u r s e .  Y o u ’ l l  a l s o  f i n d  a n  o v e r v i e w  P o w e r P o i n t ,  v i d e o s ,  a n d  o t h e r  a l l i a n c e

r e s o u r c e s  o n  t h e  T o a s t m a s t e r s  A l l i a n c e  l a n d i n g  p a g e .

‘ T I M E  F O R  A  D I V E R S I T Y ,  E Q U I T Y  A N D  I N C L U S I O N  H E A L T H  C H E C K ? ’

 A r t i c l e  b y  D G  M a r k  Y a x l e y ,  D i s t r i c t  9 9 7 0 ,  R o t a r y  C l u b  o f  A v o n h e a d ,  C h r i s t c h u r c h ,  N Z  A  h e a l t h

c h e c k  f o r  u s  a l l :  h o w  w e l l  d o e s  e a c h  o n e  o f  u s ,  o u r  c l u b s  a n d  c l u b  l e a d e r s h i p  e n c o u r a g e  a n d

c e l e b r a t e  d i v e r s i t y ,  e q u i t y  a n d  i n c l u s i o n  i n  p r a c t i s e ?  E q u i t y  a n d  d i v e r s i t y  a r e  r e c o g n i s e d  i n  o u r

l e g i s l a t i o n  a n d  R I  h a s  a p p r o v e d  a  d i v e r s i t y ,  e q u i t y  a n d  i n c l u s i o n  p o l i c y  ( s e e  R D U  a r t i c l e  D e c e m b e r

–  2 0 2 0 ) .  I  h a v e  b e e n  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h i s  r e c e n t l y  a s  I  a n d  t h e  D i s t r i c t  B o a r d

h a v e  b e e n  c o n c e r n e d  t h a t  w e  h a v e  b e e n  m a k i n g  s l o w  i f  a n y  p r o g r e s s  o n  e n s u r i n g  o u r  c l u b s  a r e

l o o k i n g  a t  h o w  t o  e m b r a c e  t h e  c h a l l e n g e  b e f o r e  u s .  I n  m a n y  i n s t a n c e s  w e  s e e m  t o  b e h a v e  a s

t h o u g h  w e  a r e  a n  e x c l u s i v e  c l u b  w i t h i n  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  -  n o t  r e f l e c t i v e  o f  t h e  d e m o g r a p h i c  c h a n g e s

o c c u r r i n g  i n  o u r  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  n o r  a r e  w e  c o n s i s t e n t l y  w e l c o m i n g  o r  s u p p o r t i v e  o f  t h o s e  f r o m

d i f f e r e n t  b a c k g r o u n d s  w h o  w i s h  t o  j o i n  u s  i n  d o i n g  g o o d  i n  t h e  w o r l d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i f  t h e y  h a v e  a

d i f f e r e n t  p e r s p e c t i v e  o n  w h a t  i s  n e e d e d  a n d  h o w  t o  a c h i e v e .

h t t p s : / / r o t a r y d o w n u n d e r . c o m . a u / 2 0 2 1 / 0 1 / 2 1 / t h r e e - w a y s - t o - m a k e - y o u r - c l u b - m o r e - i n c l u s i v e /  A s

R I  P r e s i d e n t  H o l g e r  K n a a c k  s a i d  r e c e n t l y  e v e r y  c o u n t r y  h a s  i t s  h i s t o r y :  “ I  d o  n o t  b e l i e v e  i n

d e l e t i n g  h i s t o r y ,  b u t  i n s t e a d  l e a r n i n g  f r o m  i t .  I  b e l i e v e  i n  t h a t  t o t a l l y .  E v e r y t h i n g  h a s  t o  b e  p u t  o n

t h e  t a b l e  s o  w e  c a n  l e a r n  f o r  o u r  f u t u r e . ”  a n d  “ F o r  m e ,  d i v e r s i t y  i s  n o t  a  w i s h  l i s t  f o r  a  R o t a r y  c l u b ,  

SW ROCKS

SPOTLIGHT!
L a s t  W e d n e s d a y  n i g h t  t h e

R o t a r y  C l u b  o f  S o u t h  W e s t

R o c k s  i n d u c t e d  4  n e w  m e m b e r s

a n d  a n  H o n o r a r y  m e m b e r  i n t o

t h e  c l u b .  W e  h a d  t h e  p l e a s u r e

o f  h a v i n g  D G E  D a v i d  M a y n e  f o r

t h e  i n d u c t i o n .  

P r e s i d e n t  M u n i  O S b o r n e

GRANT REPORTS

DUE!
A  r e m i n d e r  t o  C l u b s  w i t h

2 0 1 9 - 2 0  D i s t r i c t  G r a n t s  -  F i n a l

R e p o r t s  a r e  d u e  i n  M a y .  

R e c o r d s  s h o w  t h a t  F i n a l

R e p o r t s  h a v e  b e e n  r e c e i v e d

f r o m :  B e l l i n g e n ,  L a u r i e t o n ,

P o r t  M a c q u a r i e  S T E M  p r o j e c t ,

P o r t  M a c q u a r i e  W e s t ,  S a w t e l l

&  T a m w o r t h  ( B i c y c l e s ) .  

F i n a l  R e p o r t i n g  t i m e  f o r  1 9 - 2 0

p r o j e c t s  b y :  A r m i d a l e  A M ,  E -

C l u b ,  N a r r a b r i ,  P o r t  M a c q u a r i e

( S e n s o r y  G a r d e n ) ,  W a u c h o p e  &

W o o l g o o l g a .

F i n a l  R e p o r t s  a r e  a l s o  d u e  f o r

D i s t r i c t  G r a n t s  D e f e r r e d  o r

D e l a y e d  f r o m  2 0 1 8 - 1 9 :

C o o n a b a r a b r a n ,  M a c k s v i l l e ,

T a m w o r t h  ( N Y S F )  &  T a r e e  o n

M a n n i n g .

T h e  D i s t r i c t  G r a n t  F i n a l  R e p o r t

P r o  F o r m a  i s  a v a i l a b l e  o n  t h e

D i s t r i c t  W e b s i t e  b y  s e a r c h i n g

d 9 6 5 0  D o c u m e n t s  L i b r a r y  /

F o u n d a t i o n  /  G r a n t s  /  D i s t r i c t

G r a n t s  P r o j e c t  F i n a l  R e p o r t .

P l e a s e  s e n d  r e p o r t s  t o

i a n s i m p s o n 1 5 @ b i g p o n d . c o m

a n d  k e e p  a  c l u b  r e c o r d  o f  t h e

f i n a n c i a l  t r a n s a c t i o n s  f o r  t h e

p r o j e c t .

mailto:iansimpson15@bigpond.com


T h e  2 0 2 1  V i r t u a l

C o n v e n t i o n  w i l l  o p e n

i n n o v a t i v e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s

t o  l e a r n  a n d  t o  e n g a g e

w i t h  t h e  f a m i l y  o f  R o t a r y ,

n e a r  a n d  f a r .

T o g e t h e r ,  w e ’ l l  i n s p i r e

a c t i o n ,  s t r e n g t h e n  o u r

c o m m i t m e n t s ,  w o r k  o n  o u r

c h a l l e n g e s ,  a n d  c e l e b r a t e

o u r  s u c c e s s e s .

J o i n  u s  v i r t u a l l y  t o  e x p l o r e

h o w  o u r  d i g i t a l  n e t w o r k

m a k e s  o u r  g l o b a l

r e l a t i o n s h i p s  m o r e

p o w e r f u l .

R e g i s t r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  2 0 2 1

R o t a r y  V i r t u a l  C o n v e n t i o n

a n d  P r e c o n v e n t i o n s  i s  n o w

o p e n .  Y o u  c a n  g o  t o  t h e

c o n v e n t i o n  w e b s i t e  t o  a c c e s s

r e g i s t r a t i o n .  O n c e  y o u  c l i c k

o n  t h e  R E G I S T E R  o r

R E G I S T E R  N O W  b u t t o n ,  y o u

w i l l  b e  d i r e c t e d  t o  t h e  o f f i c i a l

r e g i s t r a t i o n  s i t e ,  C v e n t ,

w h e r e  y o u  c a n  c o m p l e t e  t h e

r e g i s t r a t i o n  p r o c e s s  a n d  l e a r n

m o r e  a b o u t  r e g i s t r a t i o n  a n d

p r o g r a m  d e t a i l s .

 

T h e  s p e c i a l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  r a t e

o f  $ 4 9  i s  a v a i l a b l e  t i l l  7  M a y

2 0 2 1 .  A f t e r  t h a t ,  t h e

r e g i s t r a t i o n  f e e  i s  $ 6 5 .

 

R e g i s t e r  n o w  –  c h e a p e s t  R I

C o n v e n t i o n  y o u  w i l l  e v e r

a t t e n d !

M a u r i e  S t a c k

2 0 2 1  R o t a r y  I n t e r n a t i o n a l

C o n v e n t i o n  P r o m o t i o n  T e a m

RI CONVENTION

UPDATE

J o i n  t h e  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  S u s t a i n a b i l i t y  R o t a r y  A c t i o n  G r o u p  o r  t h e  R o t a r y  A c t i o n  G r o u p  f o r

E n d a n g e r e d  S p e c i e s .

A s k  f o r  h e l p  f r o m  c o n s u l t a n t s  a t  A s h o k a ,  a  R o t a r y  s e r v i c e  p a r t n e r ,  i f  y o u r  c l u b  o r  d i s t r i c t  i s

c o n s i d e r i n g  a  p r o j e c t  f o c u s e d  o n  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t .

J o i n  t h e  E n v i r o n m e n t  F e l l o w s h i p  o f  R o t a r i a n s  o r  R o t a r y  F e l l o w s h i p  o f  W i l d l i f e r s  f o r

C o n s e r v a t i o n .  

H e l p  T h e  R o t a r y  F o u n d a t i o n  s u p p o r t  m o r e  g l o b a l  g r a n t s  b y  g i v i n g  t o  t h e  E n v i r o n m e n t  A r e a  o f

F o c u s  F u n d .  

t h i s  i s  p a r t  o f  o u r  c o r e  v a l u e s . ”  A l l  N e w  Z e a l a n d e r s  a r e  d e s c e n d a n t s  f r o m  m i g r a n t s  –  w h o  a r r i v e d  a t

d i f f e r e n t  t i m e s  e i t h e r  b y  w a k a  ( b e  i t  s m a l l  o r  l a r g e )  o r  p l a n e .  I  a m  o f  N g a i  T a h u  d e s c e n t  a n d  c a n

w h a k a p a p a  t o  A r a i t e u r u  ( t h e  g r e a t e s t  w a k a  o f  t h e m  a l l )  b u t  l i k e  m a n y  I  a l s o  w h a k a p a p a  t h r o u g h

o t h e r  b l o o d  l i n e s  i n c l u d i n g  E n g l i s h  a n d  S c o t t i s h .  N e w  Z e a l a n d  a n d  N e w  Z e a l a n d e r s  l i k e  t o  t h i n k  o f

t h e m s e l v e s  a s  b e i n g  t r u l y  m u l t i c u l t u r a l .  I n  R o t a r y  w e  s e l l  o u r s e l v e s  a s  b e i n g  o p e n  t o  a l l .  T h a t  m a y

b e  s o  i n  t e r m s  o f  t h e  r a n g e  o f  e t h n i c i t i e s  i n  o u r  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  b u t  h a v e  w e  t r u l y  i n t e g r a t e d  a l l

e t h n i c i t i e s  i n t o  o u r  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  d o  w e  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  v a r i o u s  b a c k g r o u n d s  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e s  t h a t

o t h e r s  b r i n g  t o  o u r  s h o r e s ?  T h i s  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w o r r y i n g  w h e n  i t  p r e s e n t s  t o  n e w  a n d  p o t e n t i a l  n e w

m e m b e r s  a s  a n  u n w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  c h a n g e .  E s p e c i a l l y  s o  w h e n  t h a t  p l a y s  o u t  a s  n o t  s u p p o r t i n g  c l u b

l e a d e r s  w h o  a r e  r e s p o n d i n g  t o  c h a l l e n g e s  o f  a d d r e s s i n g  t h e  n e e d  t o  c h a n g e  w i t h i n  R o t a r y  t o

i m p r o v e  o u r  i m p a c t  a n d  r e a c h  a n d  t o  a r r e s t  m e m b e r s h i p  d e c l i n e .  W e  m u s t  c o l l e c t i v e l y  s u p p o r t  o u r

c l u b  l e a d e r s  t o  a d d r e s s  t h e s e  c h a l l e n g e s ,  b e  i t  t r y i n g  n e w  m e e t i n g  f o r m a t s ,  n e w  i n i t i a t i v e s ,

a d d r e s s i n g  t h e  c o s t  o f  b e i n g  a  R o t a r i a n  e t c  w i l l  w e  t u r n  t h i s  a r o u n d .  I n  R o t a r y  w e  h a v e  n o t  h a d  a

p r o b l e m  w i t h  a t t r a c t i n g  n e w  m e m b e r s  o v e r  t h e  l a s t  1 0  y e a r s ;  b u t  w e  d o  h a v e  a  p r o b l e m  r e t a i n i n g

t h e m .  P a r t  o f  t h a t  i s  n o t  m e e t i n g  t h e i r  e x p e c t a t i o n s  –  d i d  w e  o v e r  p r o m i s e  a n d  n o t  d e l i v e r  o r  w a s  i t

s o m e t h i n g  m o r e  w o r r y i n g ?  T h i n k  a b o u t  w h e n  y o u  j o i n e d ,  n e w  m e m b e r s  h a v e  i d e n t i f i e d  R o t a r y  a s

s o m e t h i n g  t h e y  w a n t  t o  b e  a  p a r t  o f  t o  t r u l y  m a k e  a  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  o u r  w o r l d .  I m p o r t a n t l y  t h e y  b r i n g

n e w  s k i l l s ,  n e w  v i e w s  a n d  p o t e n t i a l l y  t h e y  h a v e  a l r e a d y  i d e n t i f i e d  n e w  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  ( a n d  w a y s )  f o r

R o t a r y  t o  e n g a g e  i n  a n d  s u p p o r t  t h e i r  c o m m u n i t y  ( b o t h  h e r e  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y ) .  W h i l e  t h e

f o u n d a t i o n s  o f  R o t a r y  a r e  l a r g e l y  u n c h a n g e d  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  1 0 8  y e a r s  w h a t  w e  d o  a n d  h o w  w e  h a v e

d o n e  i t  h a s  c h a n g e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a n d  m u s t  c o n t i n u e  t o  d o  s o .  H e r e  i s  m y  c h a l l e n g e  t o  y o u :  a r e  y o u

t r u l y  o p e n  t o  s e e k i n g  o u t  a n d  e m b r a c i n g  o t h e r  c u l t u r e s ,  b e l i e f s ,  v a l u e s  a n d  w a y s  o f  d o i n g  t h i n g s  i n

y o u r  c l u b ?  O n  t h e  d i v e r s i t y ,  e q u i t y  a n d  i n c l u s i o n  f r o n t  i t  i s  t i m e l y  f o r  t h e  c u r r e n t  a n d  i n c o m i n g  c l u b

l e a d e r s  t o  d o  a  s i m p l e  c l u b  h e a l t h  c h e c k  w i t h  a l l  m e m b e r s :  D o  y o u  a p p l y  t h e  4 - w a y  t e s t  t o  h o w  y o u

e n g a g e  i n  a l l  o f  o u r  R o t a r y  a c t i v i t i e s ?

C o m m e m o r a t i n g  a  C e n t e n a r y  o f  R o t a r y  i n  A u s t r a l i a

T h e  b o o k  t o  m a r k  t h e  c e n t e n a r y  o f  R o t a r y  i n  A u s t r a l i a  -  ‘ H U M A N I T Y  I N  A C T I O N :  C e l e b r a t i n g  1 0 0

y e a r s  o f  R o t a r y  c l u b s  i n  A u s t r a l i a  a n d  i s l a n d  n e i g h b o u r s ’  -  i s  n o w  c o m p l e t e .

F i v e  h u n d r e d  a n d  t w e l v e  p a g e s  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  t e x t ,  s t o r i e s  o f  R o t a r y  a c h i e v e m e n t s  t h r o u g h  t h e

v a r i o u s  e r a s ,  d o z e n s  o f  p a g e s  o f  c l u b ,  d i s t r i c t  a n d  p e r s o n a l  d a t a  -  a l o n g  w i t h  a n  a m a z i n g  g a l l e r y  o f

d a t e d  a n d  m o d e r n  i m a g e s  w e n t  t o  t h e  p r i n t e r  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  w e e k  i n  M a r c h .

O R D E R  Y O U R  C O P Y  O F  ‘ H U M A N I T Y  I N  A C T I O N ’  F R O M  –  $ 2 5  p l u s  p o s t a g e  -

P D G  H a r r y  D u r e y  –  P h o n e :  0 4 0 7  0 0 5  9 1 0 ;  e m a i l :  h d u r e y @ b i g p o n d . c o m

7 t h  A r e a  o f  F o c u s  –  E n v i r o n m e n t

T h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  w i l l  b e  R o t a r y ’ s  n e w e s t  a r e a  o f  f o c u s .  Y o u  c a n  g e t  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e s e  w a y s :

A f t e r  1  J u l y ,  a p p l y  f o r  a  g r a n t  f r o m  T h e  R o t a r y  F o u n d a t i o n  t o  s u p p o r t  y o u r  c l u b  o r  d i s t r i c t ' s

s u s t a i n a b l e  p r o j e c t s  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t .  

 

E x p l o r e  R o t a r y ’ s  r o l e  i n  t h e  2 0 0 0 - y e a r  h i s t o r y  o f  v a c c i n a t i o n .

 F r o m  4 3 0  B . C .  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  d a y ,  p e o p l e ’ s  g r o w i n g  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  v a c c i n a t i o n  h a s  c h a n g e d  t h e

w o r l d .  T o d a y ,  v a c c i n e s  p r o t e c t  a g a i n s t  d i s e a s e s  s u c h  a s  d i p h t h e r i a ,  c h o l e r a ,  t u b e r c u l o s i s ,  m e a s l e s ,

p o l i o ,  a n d  m o r e .  S m a l l p o x  w a s  d e c l a r e d  e r a d i c a t e d  i n  1 9 8 0 .  A n d  i n  1 9 8 5 ,  R o t a r y  m e m b e r s  w h o

w e r e  i n s p i r e d  t o  a d d  a  s e c o n d  d i s e a s e  t o  t h e  l i s t  o f  t h o s e  e r a d i c a t e d  l a u n c h e d  t h e  P o l i o P l u s

p r o g r a m  t o  s t o p  t h e  s p r e a d  o f  p o l i o  t h r o u g h  s t r a t e g i c  g l o b a l  i m m u n i z a t i o n  e f f o r t s .  T h a n k s  t o  t h e

c o m m i t m e n t  o f  R o t a r y  a n d  o u r  p a r t n e r s  i n  t h e  G l o b a l  P o l i o  E r a d i c a t i o n  I n i t i a t i v e ,  w i l d  p o l i o v i r u s

c a s e s  w o r l d w i d e  h a v e  b e e n  r e d u c e d  b y  9 9 . 9 %  s i n c e  1 9 8 8 ,  w i t h  o n l y  t w o  c o u n t r i e s  s t i l l  r e p o r t i n g

c a s e s  —  A f g h a n i s t a n  a n d  P a k i s t a n .  T h i s  y e a r ,  R o t a r y  c l u b s  a n d  d i s t r i c t s  a r e  l e v e r a g i n g  t h e i r

e x p e r i e n c e  f i g h t i n g  p o l i o  a n d  m o b i l i z i n g  v o l u n t e e r s  t o  s u p p o r t  C O V I D - 1 9  v a c c i n a t i o n  e f f o r t s ,

w h i l e  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  c h i l d r e n  a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d  a r e  v a c c i n a t e d  a g a i n s t  p o l i o .

G o  t o  h t t p s : / / w w w . e n d p o l i o . o r g / a - h i s t o r y - o f - v a c c i n a t i o n

 t o  r e a d  m o r e  a b o u t  t h e  h i s t o r y  a n d  s e e  s o m e  g r e a t  p i c t u r e s  o n  t h e  t i m e l i n e  –  m o s t  i n t e r e s t i n g .

R e m e m b e r ,  

O p p o r t u n i t i e s  a r e  l i k e  s u n r i s e s  –  I f  y o u  w a i t  t o o  l o n g  y o u  m i s s  t h e m !
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