
This week I attended the Wauchope Changeover, we celebrated the year of Diana Reynolds and Welcome Michelle
Calvert-Kilburn to hers. Over 80 people were in attendance including some visitors from Sydney who had support the
relief effort for Telegraph Point School. It was an inspiring and fun evening. What was lovely to see was the other clubs
in the cluster support this event. Loris Hendy received a well-deserved Paul Harris Fellow for her work in the Youth
program and many organisations in the community. Great effort Loris! 
Wednesday night I was back at my club listening to the support work given by Feel the Magic to young people
suffering bereavement. You may remember last week I wrote about the plight of Nepal a country not strategically
important to the world that was suffering the same disastrous consequences of Covid as India. We had a plea for help
from my friend Ranjeev in Dhulikhell. Wee the Global Grant for Covid support has been written and submitted. My
club has come on board and will help financially as will many members who have big hearts and will donate some
money to this cause. I cannot thank them enough.
This weekend I am at Armidale North club celebrating their 50th Anniversary along with many others. There were
members present and members past from way back. We heard about the history of the club and the $650K that has
been donated in its 50 years. So many wonderful things that they have achieved. PDG Ken Hall gave the toast to
Rotary International that detailed much of the club’s past and some of the major achievements. I presented PDG Bob
Ryan with a certificate of membership for the 50 years and three Paul Harris Fellows. The first went to Adam Marshall
Minister for agriculture for his unfailing support of the club over the years, the second two were PHF with sapphire to
Don Cook and Dr Arthur Wooster. Congratulations. We then hijacked the program and with the help of PDG Ken Hall
presented PDG Bob Ryan with a PHF Saphire+3. Bob was speechless! Bob presented DGE David Mayne with a Rotary
wheel that he had to assemble. The was a plaque on the front which read to the last DG of district 9650. The club
donated money to local charities and I received a cheque towards my Lifeline project. Thank you to everyone for their
support in this matter because Lifeline needs money to support the ongoing greater need of people who need it so
much. We had a birthday cake and danced to music. The saddest part of the night was Bob presented me with the
Charter for the Club as it cannot continue after the 30th of June 2021. If I was sad, I think it broke Bob’s heart, along
with the other members and past members present.
Next week I am off to Walcha via Dorrigo! I was speaking to Secretary Lorraine at Armidale and asked her to put on
some warm weather, because if it were freezing, I would be wearing my Ugg Boots! Her response was If I wear mine,
she will wear hers. Maybe we can all wear our Uggies. It would be like those funnies of newsreaders that wear fabulous
suits on the TV, but when they pan back the camera, they are wearing board shorts.
Have you RSVP’d Patti Parsons and let her know you are coming to our District changeover? Please do not delay!
District Changeover – Saturday 26th June 2021 Panthers Port Macquarie 6 for 6.30pm.
Invitations to our changeover have now been sent out. I have attached a copy to this newsletter. Please let District
Secretary Patti know if you are attending and pay your $40 to
BSB: 932-000
ACC: 500097454
REF: Surname District Changeover
This will be a fun evening where we can wine and dine and enjoy some fabulous after dinner entertainment from Matt
Zarb from the Taree on Manning Club. We heard a little from him on the Sunday morning at Conference and I am
certain people will be very happy to listen to more. Let us get behind this event, celebrate the last year and welcome
DGE David Mayne and Heather to theirs. The 26th of June will be a special night for all.
 
Rotary give Every Child a Future Update
After many years of planning, R100 projects are at last coming to fruition. Not least for our own Rotary Give Every
Child A Future. In this edition we share a flavour of these celebrations and catch up with fundraisers across New
Zealand and Australia. The Rotary clubs of Melbourne, Sydney, Wellington, and Auckland birthday celebrations will
feature in a special newsletter coming soon. At Rotary Give Every Child A Future, team meetings we are currently
focused on the next stage of fundraising to sustain the project after the Centenary celebrations. 
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2 9  M a y  R  C  B a r r a b a  C h a n g e o v e r

3 0  M a y  D i s t r i c t  A s s e m b l y  P o r t

M a c q u a r i e

5  J u n e  H a s t i n g s  R o t a r a c t

C h a n g e o v e r

5  J u n e  A r m i d a l e  A M  C h a n g e o v e r

6  J u n e  R  C  L o w e r  M i d c o a s t

C h a n g e o v e r

7  J u n e  R  C  K e m p s e y  C h a n g e o v e r

7  J u n e  R  C  W a r i a l d a  C h a n g e o v e r

8  J u n e  R  C  M o r e e  o n  G w y d i r

C h a n g e o v e r

8  J u n e  R  C  W a u c h o p e  C h a n g e o v e r

1 0  J u n e  R  C  N a m b u c c a  V a l l e y

C h a n g e o v e r

1 1  J u n e  R  C  M o r e e  C h a n g e o v e r

1 2  J u n e  R  C  A r m i d a l e  N o r t h

C h a n g e o v e r

2 2  J u n e  R C  D o r r i g o  C h a n g e o v e r

3 0  J u n e  R  C  T a r e e  o n  M a n n i n g

C h a n g e o v e r

2  j u l y  C o f f s  H a r b o u r  D a y b r e a k  R C

c h a n g e o v e r
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MUSINGS FROM THE DGCALENDAR

C e l e b r a t e  y o u r  

m e m b e r s

E-NEWS CONTACT
I f  y o u  h a v e  s o m e t h i n g  f o r

t h e  E - n e w s  p l e a s e  e m a i l

e d i t o r  L a u r a  T e l f o r d  a t

l a u r a . t e l f o r d @ r o t a r a c t . o r g .

a u  b e f o r e  5 p m  o n  F r i d a y  t o

m a k e  s u r e  i t  w i l l  a p p e a r  i n

t h e  n e x t  e d i t i o n !  
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MUSINGS FROM DG DEBBIE CONT.
W e  c o n t i n u e  t o  l o o k  f o r  c o r p o r a t e  s p o n s o r s  a n d  w o u l d  w e l c o m e  a n y  s u g g e s t i o n s  f r o m  o u r  r e a d e r s

a n d  s u p p o r t e r s .  D o  y o u  k n o w  a  c o m p a n y  o r  o r g a n i s a t i o n  t h a t  w o u l d  b e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  c h a l l e n g i n g

t h e i r  s t a f f  t o  s u p p o r t  R o t a r y  t o  s a v e  l i v e s  i n  t h e  P a c i f i c  t h r o u g h  v a c c i n a t i o n ?  I f  s o ,  p l e a s e  l e t  u s

k n o w .  T h e  C O V I D - 1 9  p a n d e m i c  c o n t i n u e s  t o  a f f e c t  o u r  p r o j e c t  t i m e l i n e s  a n d  R G E C A F  v a c c i n e

d e l i v e r y  i s  n o w  e x p e c t e d  t o

c o m m e n c e  A u g u s t  2 0 2 1 .

E N D  P O L I O  N O W  r e p o r t  –  J u n e  2 0 2 1

W i l d  P o l i o  V i r u s  s u m m a r y :

N u m b e r s  h a v e  n o t  c h a n g e d  s i n c e  F e b r u a r y  2 4 .

T h e  n u m b e r  o f  w i l d  p o l i o  c a s e s  o n  J u n e  2 ,  2 0 2 1 ,  r e m a i n e d  s t a t i c  a t  t w o  –  o n e  i n  P a k i s t a n  a n d  o n e

i n  A f g h a n i s t a n .

T o t a l  n u m b e r  o f  W P V  c a s e s  i n  2 0 2 0  w a s  1 4 0 ,  w i t h  8 4  i n  P a k i s t a n  a n d  5 6  i n  A f g h a n i s t a n .

T o t a l  n u m b e r  o f  W P V  c a s e s  i n  2 0 1 9  w a s  1 7 6 ,  w i t h  1 4 7  i n  P a k i s t a n  a n d  2 9  i n  A f g h a n i s t a n .

T o t a l  n u m b e r  o f  v a c c i n e  d e r i v e d  c a s e s  i n  2 0 2 1  s t a n d s  a t  1 0 0  –  1 3 3  f o r  s a m e  p e r i o d  l a s t  y e a r .  T o t a l

n u m b e r  o f  v a c c i n e  d e r i v e d  c a s e s  f o r  2 0 2 0  w a s  1 0 8 8 .

C o m m e n t s :

I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  n o t e  t h a t  w e  a r e  s t i l l  i n  ‘ l o w ’  s e a s o n  i n  A s i a ,  b u t  t h e  o v e r a l l  s i t u a t i o n  i s  v e r y

e n c o u r a g i n g .  R o t a r y  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  P o l i o P l u s  C h a i r  a n d  R I  P a s t  V i c e  P r e s i d e n t  M i k e  M c G o v e r n  s a i d

a t  o u r  C o o r d i n a t o r s ’  Z o o m  m e e t i n g  l a s t  w e e k  h e  i s  ‘ q u i t e  e x c i t e d ’  b y  t h e  c u r r e n t  s i t u a t i o n .

‘ W e  h a v e  n e v e r  b e e n  t h i s  c l o s e  t o  e r a d i c a t i n g  p o l i o .  T h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  N O  n e w  c a s e s  i n  P a k i s t a n  f o r

1 6  w e e k s  a n d  w e  n e e d  t o  l e t  p e o p l e  k n o w  t h e  g o o d  n e w s , ’  h e  s a i d .

M i k e  p o i n t e d  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h e r e  w e r e  n o  p o s i t i v e  W P V  s a m p l e s  f r o m  6 8  t e s t i n g  s i t s  a c r o s s  P a k i s t a n

a n d  t w o  i n  A f g h a n i s t a n  i n  t h e  l a s t  p e r i o d  a s  p r o o f  o f  t h e  i m p r o v i n g  s i t u a t i o n .

O f  c o u r s e ,  n o t h i n g  i s  c e r t a i n  w h i l s t  t h e  c o n f l i c t  c o n t i n u e s  a l o n g  t h e  P a k i s t a n / A f g h a n i s t a n  b o r d e r ,

b u t  a l l  t h e  s i g n s  a r e  p o s i t i v e .

C O V I D - 1 9  r e m a i n s  a  c h a l l e n g e  t o  o u r  o n g o i n g  c a m p a i g n ,  b u t  t h e  G l o b a l  P o l i o  E r a d i c a t i o n

I n i t i a t i v e  r e m a i n s  f o c u s e d  w i t h  4 4 0  m i l l i o n  c h i l d r e n  i m m u n i s e d  i n  2 0 2 0 ,  c o m p a r e d  w i t h  4 1 9

m i l l i o n  i n  2 0 1 9 .

T h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  n o  i s s u e s  w i t h  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  O r a l  P o l i o  v a c c i n e  t o  t h e

v a c c i n e  d e r i v e d  c a m p a i g n .

C o m m e m o r a t i n g  a  C e n t e n a r y  o f  R o t a r y  i n  A u s t r a l i a

T h e  b o o k  t o  m a r k  t h e  c e n t e n a r y  o f  R o t a r y  i n  A u s t r a l i a  -  ‘ H U M A N I T Y  I N  A C T I O N :  C e l e b r a t i n g  1 0 0

y e a r s  o f  R o t a r y  c l u b s  i n  A u s t r a l i a  a n d  i s l a n d  n e i g h b o u r s ’  -  i s  n o w  c o m p l e t e .

F i v e  h u n d r e d  a n d  t w e l v e  p a g e s  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  t e x t ,  s t o r i e s  o f  R o t a r y  a c h i e v e m e n t s  t h r o u g h  t h e

v a r i o u s  e r a s ,  d o z e n s  o f  p a g e s  o f  c l u b ,  d i s t r i c t  a n d  p e r s o n a l  d a t a  -  a l o n g  w i t h  a n  a m a z i n g  g a l l e r y  o f

d a t e d  a n d  m o d e r n  i m a g e s  w e n t  t o  t h e  p r i n t e r  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  w e e k  i n  M a r c h .

O R D E R  Y O U R  C O P Y  O F  ‘ H U M A N I T Y  I N  A C T I O N ’  F R O M  –  $ 2 5  p l u s  p o s t a g e  -

P D G  H a r r y  D u r e y  –  P h o n e :  0 4 0 7  0 0 5  9 1 0 ;  e m a i l :  h d u r e y @ b i g p o n d . c o m

R e m e m b e r ,  
O p p o r t u n i t i e s  a r e  l i k e  s u n r i s e s  –  I f  y o u  w a i t  t o o  l o n g  y o u  m i s s  t h e m !

mailto:hdurey@bigpond.com


A n d  w i t h  t h a t ,  f i f t y  m u d - c o v e r e d  y o u t h  e n t e r e d  t h e  l a k e ,  c l e a n s i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  t h e  w a t e r .  Y o u

w o u l d ’ v e  t h o u g h t  i t  w a s  a  b a p t i s m .  I n  s o m e  w a y s ,  i t  w a s .

K i a  o r a  f r o m  N e w  Z e a l a n d !  M y  n a m e  i s  G r a c e ,  I  a m  f r o m  R o t a r y  D i s t r i c t  9 9 2 0 ,  A u c k l a n d  a n d  i f  t h a t

f i r s t  s e n t e n c e  c a u g h t  y o u r  a t t e n t i o n ,  r e a d  o n  f o r  t h e  f u l l  s t o r y !

I n  e a r l y  M a y  I  w a s  g r a t e f u l  t o  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e  t r a n s - T a s m a n  t r a v e l  b u b b l e  a n d  h e a d  o v e r  t h e

d i t c h  f o r  D i s t r i c t  9 6 5 0 ’ s  2 0 2 1  R o t a r y  Y o u t h  L e a d e r s h i p  A w a r d s ,  h e l d  a t  L a k e  K e e p i t  S p o r t  a n d

R e c r e a t i o n  C e n t r e .  T h i s  c a m e  t o  f r u i t i o n  a f t e r  m e e t i n g  t h e  i n c o m i n g  D i s t r i c t  G o v e r n o r ,  D a v i d

M a y n e ,  t h r o u g h  s o m e  R o t a r y  c o n n e c t i o n s .  T h a t  s t o r y  i s  q u i t e  a n  e c l e c t i c  o n e ,  b u t  s k i p  t h e  n e x t

p a r a g r a p h  i f  y o u  j u s t  w a n t  t o  k n o w  a b o u t  t h e  b a p t i s m .  

M y  R o t a r y  j o u r n e y  b e g a n  o n  a  R o t a r y  Y o u t h  E x c h a n g e  t o  D e n m a r k  i n  2 0 1 6 .  I  t h e n  c o m p l e t e d  R Y L A

i n  2 0 1 8  a t  a g e  2 0 ,  a n d  h a v e  s i n c e  a t t e n d e d  t h e  i n a u g u r a l  R Y L A  O c e a n i a  a n d  l e d  f o u r  o f  m y

d i s t r i c t ’ s  R Y L A  a n d  R Y P E N  p r o g r a m m e s .  D u r i n g  C O V I D ,  I  h e l p e d  c r e a t e  t h e  w o r l d ’ s  f i r s t  o n l i n e

R Y P E N  p r o g r a m m e ,  w h i c h  h a s  s i n c e  b e e n  s h a r e d  a c r o s s  N Z ,  A u s t r a l i a  a n d  I n d i a .  A f t e r  D a v i d  s a w

m e  p r e s e n t  o n  t h i s  v i a  Z o o m ,  w e  g o t  c h a t t i n g  a b o u t  h i s  p l a n s  t o  h o s t  t h e  w o r l d ’ s  f i r s t  i n - p e r s o n

R Y L A  a f t e r  C O V I D .  A s  w e  k n o w ,  t h i s  w a s  p u l l e d  o f f  s u c c e s s f u l l y  i n  A u g u s t  l a s t  y e a r .  D u r i n g  o n e  o f

o u r  c h a t s  s i n c e  ( h e ’ s  b e e n  c o a c h i n g  m e  i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  m y  N Z  A r m y  O f f i c e r  S e l e c t i o n  B o a r d ) ,

D a v i d  j o k i n g l y  s a i d  “ l e t ’ s  g e t  y o u  o v e r  h e r e  f o r  t h e  n e x t  o n e  i n  M a y ! ” .  T o  t h i s  I  r e p l i e d  t h a t  t h e r e

w a s  n o  w a y  t h e  t r a v e l  b u b b l e  w o u l d  b e  o p e n  b y  t h e n ,  b u t  i n  t r u e  D a v i d  o p t i m i s m ,  h e  t o l d  m e  t o

w a i t  a n d  s e e .  

W e l l ,  s a w  w e  d i d !  A  f e w  m o n t h s  l a t e r ,  D a v i d ’ s  f r i e n d l y  f a c e  w a s  g r e e t i n g  m e  a t  T a m w o r t h  A i r p o r t .

R Y L A  2 0 2 1  w a s  a b o u t  t o  b e g i n  a n d  I  w o u l d  b e  a s s i s t i n g  a s  a  “ L e a d e r s ’  L e a d e r ” .  D a v i d  k i c k e d  o f f

t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  h o s p i t a l i t y ,  w h i c h  I  w o u l d  e x p e r i e n c e  a l l  w e e k ,  b y  s h o w i n g  m e  a r o u n d  T a m w o r t h .

O n  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  o c c a s i o n ,  h e  a f f i r m e d ,  t h e  t o w n  i s  f a m o u s  f o r  l i k i n g  ‘ b o t h  c o u n t r y  A N D

w e s t e r n ! ’ .  W h a t e v e r  t h a t  m e a n s .  A f t e r  n a v i g a t i n g  j e t l a g ,  a  m o u s e  p l a g u e  a n d  D a v i d ’ s  A u s s i e

h u m o u r ,  w e  a r r i v e d  a t  L a k e  K e e p i t .

W h a t  c a m e  n e x t  w a s  a  s p e c t a c l e  o f  i n c r e d i b l e  b o n d s  f o r m i n g ,  p e r s o n a l  g r o w t h  a n d  t h e  r e a l i s i n g  o f

f u l l  p o t e n t i a l .  C o m i n g  f r o m  m y  R Y L A  c o h o r t  o f  1 2 0  p e o p l e ,  I  t o o k  a  l o t  a w a y  f r o m  a  s m a l l e r  g r o u p

o f  4 7 ,  w h e r e  a  u n i q u e l y  s a f e  s p a c e  w a s  c r e a t e d .  I ’ m  a  f i r m  b e l i e v e r  t h a t  t h e  w o r l d  i s  i m p r o v e d  b y

b r i n g i n g  p e o p l e  w h o  w o u l d n ’ t  t y p i c a l l y  m e e t  i n t o  a  s h a r e d  s p a c e .  F o r  m e ,  I  w a s  p r o f o u n d l y

i m p a c t e d  b y  e a c h  R Y L A  p a r t i c i p a n t ’ s  u n i q u e  s t o r y  a n d  b a c k g r o u n d ,  w i t h  a  n o d  t o  t h e  b o y s  f r o m  t h e

B a c k t r a c k  p r o g r a m m e .  T h e  p e r s p e c t i v e  a n d  a t t i t u d e  e v e r y o n e  b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  w e e k ,  a n d  t o  l i f e  i n

g e n e r a l ,  i s  s o m e t h i n g  I  w i l l  c a r r y  w i t h  m e  i n  a l l  m y  f u t u r e  e n d e a v o u r s .  

I  w a s  p r i v i l e g e d  t o  h e l p  g u i d e  t h i s  w o n d e r f u l  c o h o r t  t h r o u g h  n u m e r o u s  c h a l l e n g e s  d u r i n g  R Y L A ,

i n c l u d i n g  o n e  m u d d y  c o n f i d e n c e  c o u r s e .  I f  y o u ’ v e  w a i t e d  t o  t h e  e n d  f o r  t h e  b a p t i s m  s t o r y ,  s o r r y  t o

u n d e r w h e l m ,  b u t  w e  w e r e  a l l  j u s t  g e t t i n g  c l e a n  a f t e r  w a d i n g  t h r o u g h  t h a t  c o u r s e .  T h i s  i s  b u t  o n e

e x a m p l e  o f  t h e  c o u n t l e s s  m e n t a l ,  p h y s i c a l  a n d  e m o t i o n a l  c h a l l e n g e s  e x p e r i e n c e d  d u r i n g  R Y L A ,  a l l

i n t e n t i o n a l  a n d  d e l i b e r a t e ,  p r o d u c i n g  4 7  R Y L A r i a n s  I  c o u l d n ’ t  b e  p r o u d e r  o f .  

A n d  m e ?  W e l l ,  I  l i k e d  t h e m  a l l  s o  m u c h  I ’ v e  d e c i d e d  t o  m o v e  t o  S y d n e y .  T h i s  i s  d e f i n i t e l y  o n e  o f  t h e

l e s s  a w e - i n s p i r i n g  r e v e l a t i o n s  t o  c o m e  o u t  o f  R Y L A ,  b u t  i t ’ d  b e  q u i c k e r  t o  f l y  t o  N Z  t h a n  t o  s h a r e

a l l  t h o s e  w i t h  y o u .  I  h o p e  y o u  h a v e  b e e n  l u c k y  e n o u g h  t o  e x p e r i e n c e  t h e  m a g i c  o f  R Y L A ,  a n d  I

s a l u t e  d i s t r i c t s  l i k e  y o u r s e l v e s  f o r  g e t t i n g  b e h i n d  i t .  I  m u s t  c o n c l u d e  b y  s a y i n g  a n  i m m e a s u r a b l e

t h a n k  y o u  t o  t h e  s u p p o r t  D i s t r i c t  9 6 5 0  g a v e  m e  i n  g e t t i n g  t o  R Y L A  a n d  t o  p r o m i s e  t h i s  w o n ’ t  b e

t h e  l a s t  y o u ’ l l  s e e  o f  m e .  P e o p l e  g e t  s o  m u c h  o u t  o f  R Y L A ,  a n d  t h e y  a l w a y s  g i v e  i t  b a c k .

GRACE CUSSELL – INTERNATIONAL OBSERVER AT

RYLA

T h e  l a t e s t  A u s t r a l i a n

R o t a r y  H e a l t h  e - n e w s l e t t e r

i s  n o w  r e a d y  t o  v i e w .
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