
I hope everyone enjoyed Australia Day in their own special way and had some time to reconnect with friends and families. It is
also a time of reflection for many. For me it was remembering my ancestor Henry Hacking who was a Quarter Master on the
HMS Sirius. Port Hacking south of Sydney is named after Henry Hacking by Matthew Flinders in 1796. Sounds good doesn’t it.
His life went downhill a bit after that, and he found himself in court many times. He was granted a conditional pardon and
ended up in Hobart. He was superintendent of the Port of Hobart in 1819 and eventually dies July 1831 in Hobart hospital
aged 81. He is buried at St David’s Hobart. Congratulations to everyone who received an award this year. BIG congratulations
to Ken Hall (9650 E Club) who was named Citizen of the Year in Tamworth. I have been very busy with all things conference
this week. I was even a guest speaker at my own club to talk about what we are doing and see if anyone would like to help on
the day. My conference committee under the chairmanship of Neil Black from the Rotary Club of Port Sunrise have been
amazing in their support. Thanks to Valda Sturrock for her expertise in managing the registrations. 

Could I draw your attention to our centenary project - Rotary's "Longest Washing Line of Socks" World Record Attempt - a
D9650 Rotary Centenary Celebration Event. This event apart from being fun is about our Public Image and about fundraising
to support our Rotary programs, including Lifeline. On 17 May 2014, a group of about 30 young adults in Germany completed
the building of a washing line 6.066 kilometres long with 69,152 socks pegged to it and set a new Guinness World Record.
That record still stands but not for much longer! Port Macquarie, NSW, Australia is where this record will be smashed in 2021.
The challenge is being led by Rotary and, as far as we know, it is the only major event in our District 9650 that is a celebration
of 100 years of Rotary in Australia. Sovereign Hills (part of the Lewis Land Group) is the major local sponsor (up to $30,000)
and the site of the challenge is adjacent to the new Sovereign Place Shopping Centre in the heart of the Sovereign Hills
residential and commercial development precinct a fast-developing suburb on the western outskirts of Port Macquarie.
Rotary aims to build a washing line TEN kilometres long with over 100,000 socks pegged to it. The public launch of the
challenge is planned for early February 2021 at Sovereign Place. The building of the 10.0 kilometre washing line is planned for
early June 2021. Once built, an estimated thousand people of all ages will (working in small teams to a timetable and
complying with social distancing and other Covid-safe requirements), take part in the orderly pegging to it of over 100,000
socks on a Friday and Saturday with Sunday in reserve. A Melbourne business, Activated Eco, a supplier of stainless-steel
clothes pegs, is providing, on loan, up to 150,000 of these pegs for the challenge and also attending the event. Why are we
doing this? A few reasons: 
-To celebrate in a novel way the centenary of Rotary in Australia and the bicentenary of Port Macquarie
-To promote some messages about caring for our environment
-To provide an event in which everybody can be involved in some way
-To increase our community’s knowledge of and support for four not-for-profit groups and to provide them with seriously
needed funds.

We are engaging ten sponsors (up to $5,000 each) – one for each of the 1.0-kilometre sections of washing line. We will be
appealing to our Port Macquarie Hastings community to not only donate their unwanted/tired/lonely socks but also whatever
money they can afford to help these four not-for-profits. We want to be able to say to our community that each dollar donated
is being matched by a dollar from our major sponsor and our ten-line sponsors (i.e.10 cents from each of the 10 line
sponsors).We are appealing to all our D9650 clubs to help us smash this Guinness World Record and give our public-at-large a
different view of what Rotary takes on. Let us show them that we are not just about raffles, barbecues, book sales, building
public amenities … which is what most people see. Please get behind this event, anyone can assist with their old sock or the
ones that lost their partner in the washing machine!

 2021 Club Changeovers – Thank you to those clubs who have notified their changeover dates. For those that have not, can
you let your AG know when your club changeovers are please.
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MUSINGS FROM DG DEBBIE CONT.
2 0 2 1  R o t a r y  C o n v e n t i o n  N o w  V i r t u a l  M e s s a g e  f r o m  R I P  H o l g e r  K n a a c k

D e a r  f r i e n d s ,  

B y  n o w  w e  h a v e  s a d l y  g r o w n  a c c u s t o m e d  t o  h e a r i n g  o f  t h e  n e e d  t o  s h i f t  m a j o r  p u b l i c  e v e n t s  t o

b e i n g  h e l d  v i r t u a l l y  r a t h e r  t h a n  f a c e  t o  f a c e .   U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  R o t a r y  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s  w a s

c o m p e l l e d  t o  a g a i n  m a k e  t h e  d i f f i c u l t  d e c i s i o n  t o  c e l e b r a t e  t h i s  y e a r ’ s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o n v e n t i o n

a s  a  v i r t u a l  e v e n t .   W h i l e  t h i s  m a y  n o t  b e  a n  u n e x p e c t e d  d e c i s i o n ,  i t  i s  s t i l l  a  d e e p l y

d i s a p p o i n t i n g  o n e  —  f o r  u s  a n d  f o r  o u r  f r i e n d s  i n  T a i w a n  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  p l a n n i n g  a n  e x c e p t i o n a l

e v e n t .  

I  w a n t  t o  t h a n k  t h e  H o s t  C o m m i t t e e  f o r  t h e  a d m i r a b l e  j o b  t h e y  d i d  b u i l d i n g  s u p p o r t  f o r  w h a t

s u r e l y  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  o n e  o f  R o t a r y ’ s  f i n e s t  e v e n t s .  W e  h a d  h o p e d  t h a t  a  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f

v a c c i n e  u p t a k e  a n d  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  m e a s u r e s  w o u l d  h a v e  b r o u g h t  t h e  C O V I D - 1 9  p a n d e m i c  u n d e r

c o n t r o l .  W e  a l l  k n o w  t h a t  i n  m a n y  p a r t s  o f  t h e  w o r l d  t h e  p a n d e m i c  i s  s t i l l  r a g i n g  a n d  w e  m u s t

m a i n t a i n  o u r  v i g i l a n c e  a n d  p a t i e n c e  b e f o r e  r e s u m i n g  m a j o r  p u b l i c  g a t h e r i n g s .  T a i w a n  h a s  d o n e

a n  a d m i r a b l e  j o b  m a n a g i n g  t h e  p a n d e m i c  —  a n d  l o c a l  R o t a r i a n s  w e r e  s t i l l  e a g e r  t o  h o s t  a n d

c e l e b r a t e  w i t h  u s .  U n d e r  t h e  g u i d a n c e  o f  t h e  W o r l d  H e a l t h  O r g a n i z a t i o n  a n d  t h e  l o c a l  p u b l i c

h e a l t h  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  T a i w a n ,  i t  b e c a m e  c l e a r  t h a t  a n  e v e n t  o f  t h i s  s c a l e  w o u l d  b e  i m p o s s i b l e

t o  h o s t  s a f e l y .  W h i l e  w e  a r e  d i s a p p o i n t e d  t h a t  w e  c o u l d  n o t  h a v e  a  t r a d i t i o n a l  c o n v e n t i o n ,  w e

a r e  e x c i t e d  a b o u t  t h e  v i r t u a l  e v e n t  b e i n g  p l a n n e d  f o r  a l l  R o t a r i a n s  w o r l d w i d e .  

L a s t  y e a r ’ s  c o n v e n t i o n  a t t r a c t e d  s i g n i f i c a n t  v i e w e r s h i p  d u r i n g  i t s  w e e k l o n g  p r o g r a m .  T h i s  y e a r ,

w e  w i l l  c h a n n e l  a l l  w e  h a v e  l e a r n e d  a b o u t  s t a g i n g  t h e  v e r y  b e s t  i n  v i r t u a l  e v e n t s  i n t o  a  p r o g r a m

t h a t  p r o m i s e s  t o  o p e n  n e w  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  y o u  t o  b e  e n t e r t a i n e d ,  e n l i g h t e n e d  a n d  e n e r g i z e d .

W e  w i l l  s h a r e  m o r e  d e t a i l s  a b o u t  t h e  2 0 2 1  V i r t u a l  C o n v e n t i o n  s o o n .

C o n v e n t i o n ,  p r e - c o n v e n t i o n ,  a n d  t i c k e t  r e f u n d s

W e  w i l l  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  c a n c e l  a n d  r e f u n d  a l l  e x i s t i n g  r e g i s t r a t i o n s .   T h i s  i n c l u d e s  p u r c h a s e s

m a d e  f o r  t h e  R o t a r a c t  a n d  Y o u t h  E x c h a n g e  a n d  t h e  I n t e r c o u n t r y  C o m m i t t e e s  p r e c o n v e n t i o n

e v e n t s ,  a n d  t i c k e t e d  m e a l  e v e n t s .  W e  k i n d l y  a s k  t h a t  y o u  d o  n o t  c o n t a c t  R I  R e g i s t r a t i o n  t o

i n q u i r e  a b o u t  y o u r  r e g i s t r a t i o n ,  t i c k e t ,  o r  h o u s i n g  c a n c e l l a t i o n s  a s  w e  w o r k  d i l i g e n t l y  t o  i n f o r m

a l l  a t t e n d e e s  a n d  p r o c e s s  c a n c e l l a t i o n s  a n d  r e f u n d s .   F o r  t h o s e  w h o  h a d  a l r e a d y  c a n c e l e d  p r i o r

t o  t o d a y ,  y o u  w i l l  a l s o  r e c e i v e  a  r e f u n d  o f  t h e  $ 5 0  p r o c e s s i n g  f e e .

H o s t  O r g a n i z a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  ( H O C )  t i c k e t e d  e v e n t  r e g i s t r a t i o n s

T h e  H O C  e v e n t  t i c k e t  f e e s  w i l l  b e  r e f u n d e d  b y  t h e  T a i p e i  H O C .   F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p l e a s e

v i s i t  r o t a r y t a i p e i 2 0 2 1 . o r g .

R D U  2 0 2 1  M o n t h l y  T h e m e s ,   P e o p l e  o f  A c t i o n  -  I f  y o u  h a v e  a n y  g r e a t  s t o r i e s  o r  s t o r y  l e a d s

a r o u n d  t h e s e  t h e m e s ,  R D U  w o u l d  l o v e  t o  h e a r  a b o u t  t h e m .

F e b r u a r y  -  T o g e t h e r ,  W e  P r o m o t e  P e a c e  ( P e a c e  a n d  C o n f l i c t  R e s o l u t i o n  M o n t h )     

M a r c h  -  T o g e t h e r ,  W e  F i g h t  H u n g e r  ( W a t e r  a n d  S a n i t a t i o n  M o n t h )

A p r i l  -  T o g e t h e r ,  W e  P r o t e c t  ( M a t e r n a l  a n d  C h i l d  H e a l t h  M o n t h ) +  R 1 0 0  C e n t e n a r y

C e l e b r a t i o n s

M a y  -  T o g e t h e r ,  W e  M e n t o r  ( Y o u t h  S e r v i c e  M o n t h )

J u n e  -  T o g e t h e r ,  W e  C o n n e c t  ( R o t a r y  F e l l o w s h i p s  M o n t h )

J u l y  -  T o g e t h e r ,  W e  E m p o w e r  ( N e w  L e a d e r s h i p  M o n t h )

A u g u s t  -  T o g e t h e r ,  W e  I n s p i r e  ( W o r l d  H u m a n i t a r i a n  D a y )

S e p t e m b e r  -  T o g e t h e r ,  W e  L e a r n  ( B a s i c  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  L i t e r a c y  M o n t h )

O c t o b e r  -  T o g e t h e r ,  W e  T r a n s f o r m  ( E c o n o m i c  a n d  C o m m u n i t y  D e v e l o p m e n t  M o n t h ) +  W o r l d

P o l i o  D a y  C o v e r a g e

N o v e m b e r  -  T o g e t h e r ,  W e  D o  G o o d  I n  T h e  W o r l d  ( R o t a r y  F o u n d a t i o n  M o n t h )

D e c e m b e r  -  T o g e t h e r ,  W e  S a v e  L i v e s  ( D i s e a s e  P r e v e n t i o n  a n d  T r e a t m e n t  M o n t h )

D i s t r i c t  G o v e r n o r  2 0 2 3  - 2 0 2 4  D i s t r i c t  9 6 6 0

A p p l i c a t i o n s  a r e  n o w  o p e n  f o r  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  D i s t r i c t  G o v e r n o r  2 0 2 3  –  2 0 2 4  f o r  t h e  n e w

D i s t r i c t  9 6 6 0 .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  i s  a n  e x t r a c t  f r o m  R I  b y l a w s  s e t t i n g  o u t  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  a  D G :

P l e a s e  g i v e  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  s o m e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  a n d  I  a w a i t  y o u r  c a l l .  P l e a s e  s e e  a t t a c h e d

i n f o r m a t i o n .  A p p l i c a t i o n s  c l o s e  3 1 s t  M a r c h  2 0 2 1 .  I f  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  a p p l y  f o r  t h i s  p o s i t i o n ,

p l e a s e  c o m p l e t e  t h e  n o m i n a t i o n  f o r m  a n d  r e t u r n  t o  m e  a t  d l o v e d a y @ h d l . c o m . a u .

P l e a s e  n o t e :  P a s t  D i s t r i c t  G o v e r n o r s  o f  t h i s  d i s t r i c t  a r e  e l i g i b l e  t o  a p p l y .  

Opportunities are like sunrises – If you wait too long  
you miss them!

CONFERENCE

TROPHIES
Y o u  w i l l  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  a  l e t t e r

f r o m  P P  G l e n d a  B a r b e r  r e c e n t l y .

I f  y o u  h a v e  a  t r o p h y  c a n  y o u ,

p l e a s e  g e t  i t  t o  y o u r  A G  w h o  w i l l

b e  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  D i s t r i c t

M a n a g e m e n t  T r a i n i n g  o n  2 1 s t

F e b r u a r y  2 0 2 1 .  

S u b m i s s i o n s  f o r  D i s t r i c t  t r o p h i e s

s h o u l d  b e  f o r w a r d e d  t o  P P  G l e n d a

B a r b e r

( g b a r b e r @ m i d c o a s t . c o m . a u   b y  1 9

F e b r u a r y  2 0 2 1

CONFERENCE 
1 0 2  o f  y o u  h a v e  r e g i s t e r e d .  P l e a s e

d o  n o t  l e a v e  i t  t i l l  t h e  l a s t  m i n u t e .

T h a n k  y o u  t o  t h e  s u p p o r t  f r o m  m y

o w n  c l u b ,  y o u  a r e  l e a d i n g  t h e

r e g i s t r a t i o n  n u m b e r s ,  c l o s e l y

f o l l o w e d  b y  t h e  R o t a r y  C l u b  o f

P o r t  S u n r i s e  a n d  w i t h  W a l c h a  a

c l o s e  t h i r d .  L o o k  o u t  f o r  u s  i n

F o c u s  m a g a z i n e  a n d  i f  y o u  d o n ’ t

g e t  i t  i n  y o u r  a r e a ,  t h e n  g o  t o  t h e

o n l i n e  v e r s i o n .  I  w i l l  b e  s e n d i n g

e a c h  c l u b  t h e i r  o w n  c o p y  i n  t h e

n e x t  w e e k .  I  w i l l  b e  o f f e r i n g  s e a t s

t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  i n  t w o  w e e k s

i f  R o t a r i a n s  h a v e n ’ t  r e g i s t e r e d

a n d  I  h a v e  s e a t  a v a i l a b l e .

C o n f e r e n c e  2 0 2 1  w o u l d  m a k e  a n

e x c e l l e n t  m e m b e r s h i p  d r i v e .  I

w o u l d  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  i f  n u m b e r s

a r e  r e s t r i c t e d  t h e n  s e a t s  w i l l  b e

o f f e r e d  o n  a  f i r s t  c o m e  f i r s t

s e r v e d  b a s i s .  I  w o u l d  u r g e  y o u  t o

b o o k  a s a p  i f  y o u  a r e  c o m i n g  a n d

n o t  b e  d i s a p p o i n t e d  i f  y o u  l e a v e  i t

t o o  l a t e .

“ R o t a r y  a n  I n t e r n a t i o n a l

A f f a i r ” 1 2 - 1 4 t h  M a r c h  2 0 2 1  

P o r t  M a c q u a r i e  P a n t h e r s

R e g i s t r a t i o n s  a r e  O p e n  –  p l e a s e

r e g i s t e r  a t

h t t p s : / / w w w . r o t a r y 9 6 5 0 . o r g . a u /

https://www.rotary9650.org.au/


A n  a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  D 9 6 5 0  E - N e w s l e t t e r  i n  J u l y  2 0 2 0  o u t l i n e d  t h e  b a c k g r o u n d  t o  t h e  B o o k s  o f

C h a n g e  p r o j e c t  i n i t i a t e d  b y  t h e  R o t a r y  C l u b  o f  P o r t  M a c q u a r i e  S u n r i s e .  T h e  p r o j e c t  a i m s  t o

p r o v i d e  5 0  b o x e s  o f  s c i e n c e  b o o k s  a n d  e a r l y  l e a r n i n g  m a t e r i a l s  s p e c i f i c  t o  A b o r i g i n a l  c u l t u r e  t o

s e l e c t e d  r e m o t e  p r i m a r y  s c h o o l s  i n  w e s t e r n  N S W .  T o  a c h i e v e  t h i s  g o a l ,  S u n r i s e  R o t a r y  n e e d s  t o

r a i s e  $ 5 , 0 0 0  t o  m a t c h  a  $ 5 , 0 0 0  R o t a r y  A u s t r a l i a  C o m p a s s i o n a t e  G r a n t  w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  o b t a i n e d

a n d  w i l l  b e  a l l o c a t e d  t o  t h e  p r o j e c t  o n  a  d o l l a r  f o r  d o l l a r  b a s i s .

S u n r i s e  R o t a r y  i s  d e l i g h t e d  w i t h  t h e  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  c a l l  f o r  d o n a t i o n s  a n d  o v e r  $ 4 , 0 0 0  h a s  s o  f a r

b e e n  r a i s e d .  H o w e v e r ,  w h i l s t  t h e  t a r g e t  o f  $ 5 , 0 0 0  i s  i n  s i g h t  o n l y  a  f e w  m o r e  w e e k s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e

b e f o r e  t h e  d e a d l i n e  f o r  d o n a t i o n s  w i l l  b e  r e a c h e d .  T h e r e f o r e  a  f u r t h e r  a p p e a l  i s  b e i n g  m a d e  t o

m e m b e r s  o f  R o t a r y  a n d  o t h e r s  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h i s  p r o j e c t  a n d  h e l p  m a k e  a  d i f f e r e n c e  t h r o u g h

t h e  f a b u l o u s  D e a d l y  S c i e n c e  p r o g r a m .  ( N o t e :  M o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  B o o k s  o f  C h a n g e  p r o j e c t

a n d  t h e  D e a d l y  S c i e n c e  p r o g r a m  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  o n  t h e  P o r t  M a c q u a r i e  S u n r i s e  R o t a r y  w e b s i t e  -

w w w . s u n r i s e - r o t a r y . o r g . a u )

A l l  d o n a t i o n s  t o  t h e  B o o k s  o f  C h a n g e  p r o j e c t  a r e  t a x  d e d u c t i b l e  a n d  m a y  b e  m a d e  b y  c l i c k i n g  o n

t h e  l i n k  b e l o w . h t t p s : / / d o n a t i o n s . r a w c s . c o m . a u / 1 2 3 - 2 0 1 9 - 2 0

BOOKS FOR CHANGE PROJECT TARGET IN SIGHT

O u r  c a m p a i g n  t o  e n d  p o l i o  h a s  f a c e d  m a n y  c h a l l e n g e s  i n  t h e  l a s t  t w o  y e a r s ,  n o t  l e a s t  t h e  i m p a c t  o f

t h e  C o v i d  p a n d e m i c .   C a s e s  o f  w i l d  p o l i o  j u m p e d  i n  P a k i s t a n  a n d  c a s e s  o f  ‘ c i r c u l a t i n g  v a c c i n e

d e r i v e d ’  p o l i o  b e c a m e  a  s e r i o u s  p r o b l e m  i n  e q u a t o r i a l  A f r i c a .  T h e s e  s e t b a c k s  w e r e  r e l a t e d  t o

i s s u e s  s u c h  a s  p o l i t i c a l  d i s t r a c t i o n s ,  T a l i b a n  r e s i s t a n c e  a n d  v i r u s  m u t a t i o n s  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  u s e  o f

t h e  ‘ m O P V 2 ’  v a c c i n e .   G r e a t  p r o g r e s s  h a s  b e e n  m a d e  w i t h  t h e s e  i s s u e s :

- G o v e r n m e n t s  h a v e  r e f o c u s s e d  a n d  t h e r e  w e r e  z e r o  c a s e s  i n  P a k i s t a n  i n  D e c e m b e r

- D i s c u s s i o n s  h a v e  c o m m e n c e d  w i t h  t h e  T a l i b a n

- A  n e w  v a c c i n e ,  ‘ N o v e l  O P V 2 ’  w a s  i n t r o d u c e d  i n  O c t o b e r ,  a n d  i t  i s  d r a m a t i c a l l y  l e s s  l i k e l y  t o

m u t a t e .  E r a d i c a t i n g  a  d i s e a s e  i s  n o  e a s y  t a s k  b u t  w e  a r e  n o w  b a c k  o n  t r a c k .   

S e e  m o r e  d e t a i l s  a t :  h t t p s : / / w w w . d r o p b o x . c o m / s / t k a k 6 v a x q d z a w v 1 / 2 1 0 1 2 1 _ P o l i o U p d a t e . p p t ?

d l = 0

POLIO UPDATE

AUSTRALIA DAY IN THE MANNING VALLEY
M o s t  R o t a r y  C l u b s  w i t h i n  C l u s t e r  4  w e r e  a c t i v e l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  A u s t r a l i a  D a y  C e l e b r a t i o n s  a c r o s s

t h e  M a n n i n g  V a l l e y .  T h e  d a y  s t a r t e d  o f f  w i t h  m y s e l f  a n d  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  R o t a r y  C l u b  o f  L o w e r

M i d c o a s t  c o n d u c t i n g  a  f l a g  r a i s i n g  c e r e m o n y  o n  P i l o t  H i l l  a t  F o r s t e r .   I  t h e n  t r a v e l l e d  t o  T a r e e

w h e r e  t h e  R o t a r y  C l u b s  o f  T a r e e  o n  M a n n i n g ,  T a r e e  a n d  T a r e e  N o r t h  a l o n g  w i t h  L i o n s  a n d

Q u o t a  c l u b s  w e r e  c o n d u c t i n g  A u s t r a l i a  D a y  a c t i v i t i e s  o n  t h e  R i v e r b a n k  w i t h  t h e  n e w

R i v e r s t a g e  b e i n g  t h e  f o c a l  p o i n t  f o r  W e l c o m e  t o  C o u n t r y ,  m u s i c  a n d  a n n o u n c e m e n t s  o f  l o c a l

A u s t r a l i a  D a y  A w a r d s  c o m p a r e d  b y  R o t a r i a n  B r u c e  M o y .   

W i t h  t h e  a t t e n d a n c e  o f  b o t h  o u r  S t a t e  a n d  F e d e r a l  m e m b e r s  o f  P a r l i a m e n t  s a w  o u r  5 0 0  s e a t

c a p a c i t y  f i l l  e a r l y .   G i v e n  t h e  C o v i d - 1 9  r e s t r i c t i o n s  o n  n u m b e r s  a b l e  t o  a t t e n d ,   b o t h  G l o u c e s t e r

a n d  W i n g h a m  R o t a r y  C l u b s  s t i l l  s a w  s t r o n g  a t t e n d a n c e  a t  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e   A u s t r a l i a  D a y

c e l e b r a t i o n s

L a u r i e  E a s t e r  -  A G  C l u s t e r  4

RDU WANTS

YOU!
T h e  t h e m e  f o r  t h e  M a r c h

e d i t i o n  o f  R o t a r y  D o w n

U n d e r ,  w h i c h  w i l l  c e n t r e

a r o u n d  t h e  P e o p l e  o f  A c t i o n

c a m p a i g n ’ s  ‘ T o g e t h e r ,  W e

F i g h t  H u n g e r ’ .  “ H u n g e r

h i d e s  i n  e v e r y  c o m m u n i t y .

T h a t ’ s  w h y  R o t a r y  c l u b s

s u p p o r t  p r o g r a m s  t o

p r o v i d e  h e a l t h y  f o o d  a n d

d e v e l o p  s u s t a i n a b l e

s o l u t i o n s  t o  f o o d  i n s e c u r i t y .

F i g h t i n g  h u n g e r  t o

b u i l d s t r o n g e r  c o m m u n i t i e s

–  t h a t ’ s  w h a t  P e o p l e  o f

A c t i o n  d o . ”  I F  y o u  h a v e  a

g r e a t  s t o r y  g e t  i n t o u c h  w i t h

t h e  e d i t o r s  t o d a y !

ROTARACT

UPDATE:
A f t e r  a  h o t l y  c o n t e s t e d

e l e c t i o n  D R R  L a u r a  T e l f o r d

i s  p l e a s e d  t o  a n n o u n c e

c u r r e n t  N e w  E n g l a n d

R o t a r a c t  p r e s i d e n t  H o l l y

M a c b e t h  a s  t h e  D i s t r i c t ' s

2 0 2 1 - 2 2  D i s t r i c t  R o t a r a c t

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e .  P l e a s e

r e a c h  o u t  a n d  c o n g r a t u l a t e

h e r  a n d  w i s h  h e r  a l l  t h e  l u c k

i n  h e r  r o l e  n e x t  y e a r !

https://donations.rawcs.com.au/123-2019-20
https://www.dropbox.com/s/tkak6vaxqdzawv1/210121_PolioUpdate.ppt?dl=0


CONGRATULATIONS KEVIN FARRAWELL
I t ’ s  w i t h  g r e a t  p r i d e  t h a t  w e  c o n g r a t u l a t e  K e v i n  F a r r a w e l l  o n  b e i n g  a w a r d e d  a

L i f e t i m e  A c h i e v e m e n t  A w a r d  a t  t h i s  y e a r ' s  A u s t r a l i a  D a y  C e r e m o n y  i n  K e m p s e y .

K e v i n  F a r r a w e l l  h a s  b e e n  a  t i r e l e s s  w o r k e r  f o r  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  o v e r  5 0  y e a r s .  A

m e m b e r  o f  W e s t  K e m p s e y  R o t a r y  s i n c e  1 9 7 0  w h e r e  h e  w a s  o n c e  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  a n d

w a s  a w a r d e d  R o t a r y  I n t e r n a t i o n a l ’ s  h i g h e s t  h o n o u r  t h e  P a u l  H a r r i s  F e l l o w  A w a r d

f o r  c o m m u n i t y  s e r v i c e .  K e v i n  w a s  a  f o u n d i n g  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  K e m p s e y  M e n ’ s  S h e d ,

a n d  a  f o u n d i n g  b o a r d  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  C e d a r  P l a c e  N u r s i n g  H o m e ,  t h e  S l i m  D u s t y

H e r i t a g e  C e n t r e  a n d  S l i m  D u s t y  F o u n d a t i o n .  H e ’ s  a l s o  b e e n  a  m e m b e r  o f  c o u n t l e s s

c o m m u n i t y  c o m m i t t e e s  s u c h  a s  t h e  B u s i n e s s  C h a m b e r ,  t h e  B u s h  F i r e  C o n c e r t  a n d

C B D  r e v a m p s .  

NYSF 2021
E m i l y  M a d i r a z z a  < e m i l y @ m a d i r a z z a . n e t >  O u r  c a n d i d a t e  f o r  N Y S F  i n  J a n u a r y  2 0 2 0

–  I  t h o u g h t  I  m i g h t  g i v e  y o u  a n  u p d a t e  o n  N Y S F  2 0 2 1  a s  m y  e x p e r i e n c e  l a s t  y e a r  i n

2 0 2 0  w a s  n o t  a s  t h r i l l i n g  a s  h a d  b e e n  p r o m i s e d .  T h e r e f o r e ,  N Y S F  p r o m i s e d  a

r e f u n d  f o r  t h e  “ p o r t i o n  o f  f u n d i n g  t h a t  m y  f a m i l y  c o n t r i b u t e d .  I n s t e a d  o f  t h i s ,  I

e l e c t e d  t o  g o  t o  t h e  c o m p l e t e l y  d i g i t a l  N Y S F  2 0 2 1 . I t  w a s  w e l l  w o r t h  i t  t h i s  y e a r .

S o m e  o f  t h e  h i g h l i g h t s  w e r e :  

·  A  m e d i c a l  s c i e n c e  c r o s s  t o  t h e  S A M W R I  i n  S o u t h  A u s t r a l i a .  T h e  r e s e a r c h e r s

i n c l u d i n g  E a r l y  C a r e e r  F e l l o w  M e l i s s a  C a n t l e y  t o l d  u s  a b o u t  t h e i r  w o r k  o n  b l o o d

c a n c e r s  a n d  h o w  5 0 %  o f  p e o p l e  w i t h  m u l t i p l e  m y e l o m a  d i e .  T h i s  i s  b e c a u s e  t h i s

t y p e  o f  c a n c e r  i s  u s u a l l y  d i a g n o s e d  w h e n  i t  r e a c h e s  d i s t a n t  p a r t s  o f  t h e  b o d y .

T h e s e  r e s e a r c h e r s  a r e  w o r k i n g  o n  h o w  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e  s u r v i v a l  r a t e  o f  p e o p l e  w i t h

t h i s  t y p e  o f  c a n c e r  t h r o u g h  a n a l y s i n g  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  b o n e  m i c r o e n v i r o n m e n t  i n  i t s

p r o g r e s s i o n  f r o m  p r e - c a n c e r o u s  s t a g e s .  I  h a d  n o  i d e a  t h e r e  w a s  a

m i c r o e n v i r o n m e n t  i n s i d e  o u r  b o n e s !

·  A n  i n t e r e s t i n g  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o n  g e n o m i c s  f r o m  P r o f e s s o r  V a n e s s a  H a y e s  f r o m  t h e

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  S y d n e y .  S h e  t o l d  u s  a b o u t  h o w  s h e  s e q u e n c e d  t h e  f i r s t  A f r i c a n  h u m a n

g e n o m e s  f r o m  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  c a l l e d  C e l s i s i .  S h e  d e s c r i b e d  h o w  t h e  p e o p l e  t h a t  w e r e

a n c e s t r a l l y  c l o s e s t  t o  u s  –  p e o p l e  w h o  l i v e  i n  A f r i c a  –  h a v e  f a r  m o r e  d i v e r s e

g e n o m e s  t h a n  w e  d o  a n d  t h i s  c h a n g e s  t h e i r  m i c r o b i o m e  a n d  r e d u c e s  t h e i r

s u s c e p t i b i l i t y  t o  d i s e a s e .  I  w a s  h o n e s t l y  a s t o n i s h e d  a t  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  d i v e r s i t y

b e t w e e n  W e s t e r n  p e o p l e  a n d  p e o p l e  o f  A f r i c a n  d e s c e n t !  S h e  a l s o  d e s c r i b e d  t h e

d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  g e n o m i c s  a n d  g e n e t i c s  –  a p p a r e n t l y  g e n o m i c s  i s  t h e  s t u d y  o f

t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e t w e e n  a l l  o u r  g e n e s  w h i l e  g e n e t i c s  l o o k s  a t  t h e  c o m p o s i t i o n

a n d  f u n c t i o n  o f  a  s i n g l e  g e n e .  I  a l w a y s  t h o u g h t  t h e y  w e r e  t h e  s a m e !  I  w a s  i n s p i r e d

b y  h o w  s h e  t r a c e d  t h e  o r i g i n  o f  m o d e r n  h u m a n s  b a c k  t o  a  B o t s w a n a n  h o m e l a n d  b y

u t i l i z i n g  t h e  m u l t i d i s c i p l i n a r y  n a t u r e  o f  s c i e n c e .

T h e r e  w e r e  a l s o  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  i n t e r e s t i n g  p r e s e n t a t i o n s !  I  l o v e d  t h e  p o d c a s t  /

p a n e l  i n t e r v i e w s  a b o u t  s c i e n c e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  a n d  v a r i o u s  p r o m i n e n t  s c i e n t i s t s  –

l i k e  C a t h y  F o l e y !  –  w e i g h i n g  i n  o n  w h e r e  t h e y  t h i n k  s c i e n c e  w i l l  t a k e  u s !   I  w a s

g l a d  t o  s e e  P D G  K e n  H a l l  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  h i s  a c h i e v e m e n t s  i n  h e l p i n g  t o  e r a d i c a t e

p o l i o .  I  a m  g l a d  t h a t  i t  i s  o n l y  e n d e m i c  i n  A f g h a n i s t a n  a n d  P a k i s t a n .  P e o p l e  d o n ’ t

d e s e r v e  t o  s u f f e r .

T h i s  y e a r ,  I  a m  s t a r t i n g  a  B a c h e l o r  o f  G e n e t i c s  a t  A N U  i n  C a n b e r r a .  I  a l s o  h o p e  t o

j o i n  t h e  R o t a r a c t  C l u b  d o w n  t h e r e .  A s  a l w a y s ,  t h a n k  y o u  s o  m u c h  f o r  b o t h  t h e

f i n a n c i a l  a n d  m o r a l  s u p p o r t  y o u  h a v e  p r o v i d e d  t o  m e  a n d  o t h e r  y o u n g  p e o p l e  w i t h

a m b i t i o n  a n d  d r i v e  j u s t  l i k e  m e !  I  l o v e  h o w  y o u r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  s t r i v e s  t o  t a k e  a c t i o n

h o w e v e r  y o u  c a n ,  n o t  w a i t i n g  o n  o t h e r s  t o  a c t  f i r s t .  S i n c e r e l y  –  E m i l y  

WANTED! 
1 .  C l u b s  p l e a s e  c o m p l e t e  t h e i r  B o a r d  f o r

2 0 2 1 - 2 2  o n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  d a t a b a s e  a s  s o o n

a s  p o s s i b l e .

2 .  M e m b e r s  t o  c h e c k  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l

d e t a i l s  o n  t h e  D i s t r i c t  d a t a b a s e .  I f  t h e

i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  i n c o r r e c t  h e r e ,  i t  w i l l  b e

i n c o r r e c t  i n  t h e  d i r e c t o r y !

3 .  C h e c k  y o u r  c l u b  c a l e n d a r s  o f  e v e n t s

w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  s e t  a n d  c a n  b e  i n c l u d e d

o n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  C a l e n d a r  f o r  2 0 2 1 - 2 2 .  

4 .  T a k e  p h o t o s  o f  n e w  c l u b  p r e s i d e n t s

a n d  s e c r e t a r i e s  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  i n  t h e

d i r e c t o r y  a n d  e m a i l  t o  D i  H a l l  a s  a  j p g

a t t a c h m e n t .

w w w . r o t a r y 9 6 5 0 . o r g . a u

CONGRATULATIONS CHRIS WATSON
A  h u g e  c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o  C h r i s  W a t s o n  w h o  h a s  b e e n  i n d u c t e d  i n t o  t h e  p r e s t i g i o u s

C r y s t a l  B o o t  A w a r d s  ( U K )  H a l l  o f  F a m e .  I t  i s  a  v e r y  w e l l  d e s e r v e d  w i n .  A l t h o u g h

w i t h o u t  t h e  l o v e  a n d  s u p p o r t  o f  G e m m a  W a t s o n  t h i s  w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  p o s s i b l e .

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  w e  a r e  s o  v e r y  p r o u d  o f  h i m .  C h r i s  i s  a  m e m b e r  o f  T a m w o r t h  F i r s t

L i g h t  c l u b  a n d  c a m e  t o  p r o m i n e n c e  w i t h  h i s  l i n e  d a n c i n g  w h e n  a w a r d e d  a  P a u l

H a r r i s  f e l l o w  a s  a  y o u n g  e x c h a n g e  s t u d e n t  i n  A m e r i c a  w h e n  h e  r a i s e d  c o n s i d e r a b l e

f u n d s  f o r  h i s  R o t a r y  c l u b  o v e r  t h e r e  b y  t e a c h i n g  t h e m  a l l  t o  l i n e  d a n c e .

http://www.rotary9650.org.au/



