
Registrations are now closed for our annual District 9650 Conference. Many thanks to all of you who have registered. Your
presence will ensure that the weekend is a huge success. My team are working hard to ensure that we have everything ready
to go. I have never coordinated a conference before, so it has been a big learning curve for me. I thought I had everything
planned and budgeted for, and then Covid happened and the goal posts all moved and kept moving. Trying to keep abreast of
the times daily and ensure we meet all the rules and regulations has been exhausting. Nevertheless, we have put together an
inspiring weekend when I hope you will reconnect with old friends and enjoy the hospitality Port Macquarie has to offer..

End Polio Now
Rotary ramps up COVID-19 vaccination efforts by Ryan Hyland
Rotary clubs around the world are mobilizing in their communities to support the introduction and delivery of COVID-19
vaccinations. Rotary leaders are urging members to connect with their local health agencies to determine how Rotary can
support COVID-19 vaccine efforts. Rotary has decades of experience in supporting the distribution of polio vaccines as well
as highlighting their power and efficacy, which is a critical reason why polio is on the brink of eradication. It’s this expertise,
along with strategic partnerships and innovation, that Rotary members can tap into to protect communities from COVID-19.

World Immunization Week 
With decades of experience from working to eradicate polio, Rotary members can play a key role in publicizing the power of
vaccines. World Immunization Week, 24-30 April, is an opportunity for Rotary clubs to raise awareness of the importance of
vaccines in saving lives — and the critical need to continue supporting polio vaccinations even while protecting people against
the coronavirus.

March is Water and Sanitation Month
Clean water is a basic human right that many are often denied. There are 2.5 billion people in the world that lack access to
improved sanitation and 748 million people that don’t have clean drinking water. Nearly 1400 children die each day from
diseases caused by lack of sanitation and unsafe water. When people have access to clean water, they live healthier and more
productive lives. In 2015, the United Nations introduced their new Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) to end poverty and
promote prosperity while protecting the environment and addressing climate change. Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 6
on water and sanitation encourages us to address universal access to drinking water and sanitation along with improved
water management to protect ecosystems and build resiliency. *Rotary members are committed to reaching the water and
sanitation SDG through projects like building wells, installing rainwater harvesting systems, and teaching community
members how to maintain new infrastructure.

HOW ROTARY MAKES HELP HAPPEN
Rotary has issued a global challenge to its members, asking them to work collectively to improve education quality and access
— particularly for girls — by working with communities to improve teacher training, curriculum, and water, sanitation, and
hygiene facilities.

WORLD ROTARACT WEEK 8-13 March 2021 by Arnold R. Grahl 
53 years ago, the first Rotaract club was formed, to give young adults a place to connect and take action for good. The year is
1968. A wall divides East and West Berlin, as the Cold War rages on. The U.S. and the Soviet Union are locked in a space race,
and Apollo 8 becomes the first manned spacecraft to orbit the moon, sending back pictures of Earth from deep space. Rotary
members in North Carolina, USA, charter the first Rotaract club, to provide young people opportunities for service. A half-
century has passed since those first Rotaract clubs began inspiring young leaders to take action to improve their communities.
The world has changed, as has the way Rotaract members connect with one another. But the underlying values of the
program, and what attracts people to it, remain remarkably the same. Today there are 10,698 Rotaract Clubs, 203,298
Rotaractors, and 180 countries with Rotaract Clubs. Celebrate the 53rd birthday with a Rotaract Club near you and be
inspired by their success stories, their projects and how they show leadership through their chosen vocations.
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M a r c h  7  -  P E T S  A r m i d a l e

M a r c h  1 2 - 1 4  -  D i s t r i c t

C o n f e r e n c e

M a r c h  2 1  -  P E T S   P o r t

M a c q u a r i e

M a r c h  2 8  -  D i s t r i c t

A s s e m b l y  P o r t  M a c q u a r i e

A p r i l  1 8  -  D i s t r i c t

A s s e m b l y  T a m w o r t h

M a y  1 6  -  D i s t r i c t

A s s e m b l y  N a r r a b r i

J u n e  2 6  -  D i s t r i c t
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m e m b e r s

E-NEWS CONTACT
I f  y o u  h a v e  s o m e t h i n g

f o r  t h e  E - n e w s  p l e a s e

e m a i l  e d i t o r  L a u r a

T e l f o r d  a t

l a u r a . t e l f o r d @ r o t a r a c t .

o r g . a u  b e f o r e  5 p m  o n

F r i d a y  t o  m a k e  s u r e  i t

w i l l  a p p e a r  i n  t h e  n e x t

e d i t i o n !  
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MUSINGS FROM DG DEBBIE CONT.

H o w  t o  C o n t a c t  y o u r  l o c a l  p r e s s

M e m b e r s h i p  a n d  P u b l i c  I m a g e  R e s o u r c e  G u i d e

P o w e r  i n  o u r  c o n n e c t i o n s _ 3 0 s e c P o w e r  i n  o u r  C o n n e c t i o n s _ 7 0 s e c R o t a r y  P R  G u i d e  a c c e s s e d

a t  -  h t t p s : / / l e a r n . r o t a r y . o r g / m e m b e r s / l e a r n / d a s h b o a r d / c h a n n e l / 1 2 8

G o  t o  P a n t h e r s  a n d  g e t  a  t h r e e - d a y  p a s s  f o r  c o n f e r e n c e .

W h i l s t  y o u  a r e  t h e r e  a n d  r e g i s t e r  w i t h  V a l d a  a n d  h e r  R o t a r y  t e a m  o n  t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  a n d

i n f o r m a t i o n  d e s k  i n s i d e  P a n t h e r s .

G e t  y o u r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  l a n y a r d  a n d  c o n f e r e n c e  b o o k l e t .

C h e c k  y o u r  l a n y a r d  –  t h e  p i c t u r e s  o n  t h e  l a n y a r d  d e p i c t  w h a t  y o u  h a v e  p a i d  f o r .

T h e r e  i s  a  t a b l e  n u m b e r  o n  t h e  l a n y a r d  f o r  t h e  S a t u r d a y  n i g h t  d i n n e r .

D o w n l o a d  t h e  S e r v i c e  N S W  a p p  o n  y o u  m o b i l e  i f  y o u  c a n ,  i n  a d v a n c e .

S c a n  t h e  Q R  c o d e  w h i l s t  i n  t h e  q u e u e  i f  t h e r e  i s  o n e ,  b e  p r e p a r e d  t o  s h o w  t h e  c o d e  t o  t h e

s t a f f  a t  P a n t h e r s .

T h e y  w i l l  c h e c k  y o u r  l a n y a r d  i f  y o u  a r e  l i n i n g  u p  f o r  m o r n i n g  t e a s ,  l u n c h e s ,  a n d  d i n n e r s .

I f  y o u  d i d  n o t  p a y  f o r  r e f r e s h m e n t s  o r  l u n c h ,  t h e n  t h e r e  a r e  a m p l e  c a f e s  i n  t h e  a r e a .

I t  i s  a  r u l e  t h a t  e v e r y o n e  w i l l  u s e  h a n d  s a n i t i s e r  –  w e  w i l l  h a v e  v o l u n t e e r s  a t  e v e r y  e n t r a n c e

t o  f a c i l i t a t e  t h a t  p r o c e s s .

Y o u r  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i l l  b e  g r e a t l y  a p p r e c i a t e d .

F a c e  m a s k s  w i l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e  s h o u l d  y o u  f e e l  m o r e  c o m f o r t a b l e  w e a r i n g  o n e .

P h y s i c a l  d i s t a n c i n g  s h o u l d  b e  m a i n t a i n e d  w h e n  w a l k i n g  a r o u n d  t h e  c l u b .

D o  n o t  s h a k e  h a n d s ,  h u g  o r  k i s s  a s  a  g r e e t i n g .

F r e q u e n t  h a n d w a s h i n g  w i t h  s o a p  a n d  h o t  w a t e r  i s  e s s e n t i a l  f o r  g o o d  p e r s o n a l  h y g i e n e .

D o  N O T  a t t e n d  i f  y o u  a r e  u n w e l l  –  p l e a s e  s e e k  m e d i c a l  a d v i c e  a n d  o r  t e s t i n g .

I f  y o u  a r e  a s t h m a t i c  o r  s i m i l a r  a n d  l i k e l y  t o  c o u g h  p l e a s e  u s e  a  m a s k .

W e  h a v e  l i m i t e d  t h e  u s e  o f  m u l t i p l e  t o u c h  i t e m s  s u c h  a s  c o f f e e  a n d  t e a  u r n s ,  y o u r

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  w o u l d  b e  a p p r e c i a t e d .

A U S T R A L I A  &  N E W  Z E A L A N D ' S  C E N T E N A R Y  –  T O O L S  F O R  A  S U C C E S S F U L  C A M P A I G N

T h e r e  i s  a  n e w l y  c r e a t i n g  L e a r n i n g  T o p i c  j u s t  f o r  y o u !

L e a r n i n g  T o p i c s  a l l o w  L e a r n i n g  C e n t e r  u s e r s  t o  s h a r e  n e w  i d e a s  a n d  u s e f u l  r e s o u r c e s ,  i n c l u d i n g

l i n k s ,  d o c u m e n t s ,  p r e s e n t a t i o n s ,  a n d  m o r e  w i t h  f e l l o w  m e m b e r s .  I n  t h i s  c a s e ,  i t ’ s  a  o n e - s t o p

s h o p  f o r  a n y t h i n g  r e l a t e d  t o  m e m b e r s h i p  a n d  p u b l i c  i m a g e  f o r  t h e  C e n t e n a r y  y e a r .

I n  t h e  n e w  L e a r n i n g  T o p i c  c a l l e d  ‘ A u s t r a l i a  &  N e w  Z e a l a n d ' s  C e n t e n a r y ’  y o u ’ l l  f i n d  t o o l s  f o r  a

s u c c e s s f u l  c a m p a i g n  i n c l u d i n g  P R  G u i d e s ,  m e m b e r s h i p  t o o l s ,  P e o p l e  o f  A c t i o n  v i d e o s  a n d  m o r e .

R o t a r y  m e m b e r s  i n  A u s t r a l i a  a n d  N e w  Z e a l a n d  a r e  c e l e b r a t i n g  t h e  1 0 0 t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  b y

h o l d i n g  e v e n t s ,  r a i s i n g  f u n d s  a n d  c a r r y i n g  o u t  i m p a c t f u l  i n i t i a t i v e s ,  s o  t h e  c e n t e n a r y  y e a r  i s  t h e

p e r f e c t  t i m e  t o  i n c r e a s e  p u b l i c  a w a r e n e s s  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  R o t a r y .

T o p i c s  i n c l u d e :

D I S T R I C T  C O N F E R E N C E

T h a n k  y o u  t o  e v e r y o n e  w h o  h a s  r e g i s t e r e d  f o r  c o n f e r e n c e  a n d  f o r  y o u r  s u p p o r t .  W e  h a v e  b e e n

w o r k i n g  h a r d  t h i s  w e e k  w i t h  t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  P a n t h e r s  t o  e n s u r e  a  s p e e d y  r e g i s t r a t i o n

p r o c e s s .

I f  y o u  a r e  i n  P o r t  M a c q u a r i e  o n  F r i d a y :

T I P :   P a n t h e r s  h a s  a  Q R  c o d e  f o r  a l l  t o  s i g n  i n .

W e  w i l l  h a v e  C O V I D  m a r s h a l s  a n d  v o l u n t e e r  c r e w  a t  e v e r y  e v e n t .

P L E A S E  N O T E :

A n d  R e m e m b e r :  O p p o r t u n i t i e s  a r e  l i k e  s u n r i s e s  –  I f  y o u  w a i t  t o o  l o n g  y o u  m i s s  t h e m !

ROTARACT

PODCAST
A s  m a n y  o f  y o u  k n o w  D R R  L a u r a

T e l f o r d  i n  h e r  c a p a c i t y  a s  R o t a r a c t

A u s t r a l i a  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s

D i r e c t o r  h o s t s  t h e  C h a t s  b y

R o t a r a c t  A u s t r a l i a  P o d c a s t .  D 9 6 5 0

i s  a  s t r o n g  s u p p o r t e r  o f  t h e

P o d c a s t .  T h e  p o d c a s t  i s  s e l f  i s  a

c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  t h o u g h t f u l

i n t e r v i e w s  a n d  r e s o u r c e  b a s e d

e p i s o d e s  d e s i g n e d  t o  e n g a g e  a n d

h e l p  R o t a r a c t o r s  a n d  R o t a r i a n s

l e a r n  m o r e  a b o u t  R o t a r a c t .  C h e c k

i t  o u t  t o d a y !  

RI CON UPDATE
R I  P r e s i d e n t  H o l g e r  K n a a c k  h a s

n o w  a d v i s e d  t h a t  t h e  R i

C o n f e r e n c e  i n  T a i p e i  T a i w a n  f r o m

1 2 - 1 6  J u n e  2 0 2 1  w i l l  b e  a  v i r t u a l

c o n f e r e n c e .  R I  P r e s  H o l g e r  s a y s :

“ W h i l e  w e  a r e  d i s a p p o i n t e d  t h a t

w e  c o u l d  n o t  h a v e  a  t r a d i t i o n a l

c o n v e n t i o n ,  w e  a r e  e x c i t e d  a b o u t

t h e  v i r t u a l  e v e n t  b e i n g  p l a n n e d  f o r

a l l  R o t a r i a n s  w o r l d w i d e .  T h i s  y e a r ,

w e  w i l l  c h a n n e l  a l l  w e  h a v e

l e a r n e d  a b o u t  s t a g i n g  t h e  v e r y

b e s t  i n  v i r t u a l  e v e n t s  i n t o  a

p r o g r a m  t h a t  p r o m i s e s  t o  o p e n

n e w  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  y o u  t o  b e

e n t e r t a i n e d ,  e n l i g h t e n e d  a n d

e n e r g i z e d .  W e  w i l l  s h a r e  m o r e

d e t a i l s  a b o u t  t h e  2 0 2 1  V i r t u a l

C o n v e n t i o n  s o o n . ”  

M a u r i e  S t a c k

R I  T a i w a n  C o n f e r e n c e  C o -

o r d i n a t o r  f o r  e a s t e r n  A u s t r a l i a

https://learn.rotary.org/members/learn/dashboard/channel/128


FOUNDATION UPDATE
F o l l o w i n g  t h e  c h a l l e n g e  e a r l i e r  t h i s  m o n t h  w e  h a v e  h a d  p a y m e n t s  t o  t h e  R o t a r y  F o u n d a t i o n  a s

f o l l o w s :

G u n n e d a h  W e s t  c l u b                       $ 5 , 4 0 8

E  c l u b                                              $ 1 , 3 0 0

T a m w o r t h  F i r s t  L i g h t                       $ 2 , 6 0 0

T a r e e  o n  M a n n i n g                           $ 1 , 7 8 1

I n d i v i d u a l  R o t a r i a n  D o n a t i o n s         $ 1 4 , 6 9 0  

T o t a l                                               $ 2 5 , 7 7 9  

T h i s  i s  b e i n g  m a t c h e d  –  a s  p r o m i s e d  –  b y  D e  a n d  I  s o  w e  h a v e  r a i s e d  o v e r  $ 5 0 , 0 0 0  f o r  T h e

R o t a r y  F o u n d a t i o n  t h i s  m o n t h .  C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  a n d  s i n c e r e  t h a n k s  t o  o u r  s u p p o r t e r s .  I  a m

b l o w n  a w a y  b y  y o u r  r e s p o n s e .  D e  a n d  I  w e r e  g o i n g  t o  m o v e  o n t o  a  d i e t  o f  b a k e d  b e a n s  b u t  w e

h a v e  d e c i d e d  t o  k e e p  t h a t  l u x u r y  f o r  S u n d a y  n i g h t s .  H o w e v e r  t h e r e  a r e  s t i l l  f o u r  m o n t h s  l e f t .

R e m e m b e r  t h a t  5 0 %  o f  t h e  f u n d s  d o n a t e d  t o  t h e  A n n u a l  F u n d  o f  T h e  R o t a r y  F o u n d a t i o n  t h i s

y e a r  w i l l  c o m e  b a c k  t o  o u r  d i s t r i c t  f o r  u s e  i n  o u r  p r o j e c t s  a s  D i s t r i c t  D e s i g n a t e d  f u n d s  ( b y  t h e n

D 9 6 6 0 )  i n  t h e  2 0 2 3 / 2 4  y e a r  –  t h e  y e a r  o f  t h e  s u c c e s s o r  t o  D G E  N e v i l l e  P a r s o n s .  A n d  b e c a u s e

t h e  h a l f  o f  D D F  u s e d  f o r  G l o b a l  G r a n t s  i s  m a t c h e d  b y  t h e  W o r l d  F u n d  a n d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  w e  a r e

s o  a c t i v e  w i t h  p r o j e c t s ,  o u r  d i s t r i c t  w i l l  e n d  u p  r e c e i v i n g  w e l l  o v e r  1 0 0 %  o f  t h e  f u n d s  w e

d o n a t e .  I n  f a c t  f i g u r e s  r e c e n t l y  e x t r a c t e d  b y  M a r k  A n d e r s o n  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  a m o u n t  r e c e i v e d

b y  A u s t r a l i a n  R o t a r y  C l u b s  f r o m  R o t a r y  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  f o r  o u r  p r o j e c t s  i s  t y p i c a l l y  t h r e e  t i m e s

( 3 0 0 % )  o f  w h a t  A u s t r a l i a n  R o t a r i a n s  a n d  c l u b s  d o n a t e  t o  T h e  F o u n d a t i o n .  A n d  a l l  o f  t h e  f u n d s

d o n a t e d  t o  T h e  R o t a r y  F o u n d a t i o n  i n  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  c u r r e n c y  a r e  r e c e i v e d  i n t o  a  b a n k  a c c o u n t

o f  R o t a r y  F o u n d a t i o n  A u s t r a l i a ,  o f  w h i c h  I  c u r r e n t l y  h a v e  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  t o  b e  c h a i r .  P l e a s e  t r e a t

t h i s  a s  y o u r  R o t a r y  p i g g y  b a n k .  P a y  t h e  m o n e y  i n  n o w  a n d  e f f e c t i v e l y  d r a w  i t  o u t  w h e n  y o u r

c l u b  h a s  a  p r o j e c t  r e q u i r i n g  a s s i s t a n c e  f r o m  T h e  R o t a r y  F o u n d a t i o n .  W h a t  o t h e r  c h a r i t y  a l l o w s

y o u  t o  d r a w  o n  t h e  d o n a t e d  f u n d s  f o r  y o u r  o w n  p r o j e c t s ?  A n d  a l s o  r a i d  t h e  d o n a t i o n s  f r o m

R o t a r i a n s  o v e r s e a s !  S o m e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  D i s t r i c t s  a r e  g r e a t  f u n d  r a i s e r s  b u t  n o t  a s  g o o d  a s  u s  i n

r u n n i n g  p r o j e c t s .  

T h i s  i s  m y  l a s t  y e a r  a s  R o t a r y  D i s t r i c t  F o u n d a t i o n  C h a i r  –  I  w i l l  b e  f o l l o w e d  i n  J u l y  b y  P D G  G r e g

M o r a n  w h o  w i l l  d o  a  f a b u l o u s  j o b .

- P D G  M a u r i e  S t a c k

I  a m  i n  S y d n e y  a t  t h e  m o m e n t ;  I ’ v e  b e e n  a t t e n d i n g  m y  f i r s t  A u s t r a l i a n  R o t a r y  H e a l t h

b o a r d  m e e t i n g  w e e k e n d .   A t  l a s t  n i g h t ’ s  d i n n e r ,  P D G  B r i a n  B e e s l e y ,  w a s  p r e s e n t e d  w i t h

a  D e s k  T o p  C l o c k  i n  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  h i s  s e r v i c e  o v e r  h i s  f o u r  y e a r  t e r m  a s  a  D i r e c t o r  o f

A R H .   I  r e p l a c e  B r i a n  i n  t h i s  p o s i t i o n .  I  t h o u g h t  y o u  m i g h t  l i k e  t o  i n c l u d e  t h i s  p h o t o  i n

t h e  e N e w s .   B r i a n  i s  p i c t u r e d  w i t h  n e w  C h a i r m a n  o f  A R H ,  K e v i n  S h a d b o l t  a n d  C E O ,  M s

J o y  G i l l e t t .  

- P D G  L o r r a i n e  C o f f e y

THANKS BRIAN!




