
The weekend that was!
Well, what can I say about the District 9650 Conference? I could start with; it was everything I hoped it would be and so much
more. I truly believe that if you want people to give up their weekend and travel at their expense and share some time with
you then it needs to be something very special. It not only needs to be well executed, have amazing speakers, but it needs
people to come who are committed to the cause of Service Above Self and want or need to be in that environment to re charge
their batteries to go back and renew their efforts.

I was inspired, informed and like others I laughed, and I cried – several times!
I must admit that on Friday morning it was the last thing I wanted to do. I was up most of Thursday night with my sick dog, who
unfortunately died at 5am. My first few hours were spent bawling my eyes out whilst ringing a friend to come with a tractor
and dig a hole big enough to bury Banjo. He weighed as much as me and was my best mate for nearly ten years. Whatever
happens the show had to go on.
 
It was great to see so many Past District Governors at the luncheon at Sails resort on Friday. I think I remarked at the time
that there was obviously life after your year as Governor, when you could sit back on the has been shelf collecting dust. There
was an exciting moment at the lunch when the fire alarm went off just as the plates of food were being put in front of us. We
were obliged to evacuate the building and wait in the car park outside whilst the fire engines arrived to check the building. I
would like to extend my thanks to PDG Jane Bradford and PDG Ken Hall for their expertise in getting it all together. It is
always good to have people around who know what to do! Oh, and when to do it.
The Friday night welcome dinner was a relaxing affair where we had time to reconnect with each other and enjoy some great
food whilst we learnt who had won the District trophies. I will put a list in the ENews.
Saturday morning saw a grand procession to mark the opening ceremony that included all our visiting Past District Governors,
MP’s, The Mayor and Uncle Bill O’Brien our local aboriginal leader and our local YEP students resplendent in their wonderful
blazers. Our first keynote speaker was Commission Shane Fitzsimmons. Shane spoke about Leadership and Volunteering. He
came across as a very caring humanitarian and could remember all the dates times and places of all the tragic events during
the devastating bushfires just over a year ago. He spoke about the respect he had for the volunteers whose skill sets and
adaptability often surpassed the paid members. He understood community, and friend and neighbour standing side by side
supporting each other whether you knew them or liked them. He reflected on the bushfire toll of lost lives, livelihoods, and
possessions. He related to the ongoing issue of people emotionally traumatised by their ordeals and the need for mental
health support. Shane spoke of the need for men to find their voice, share their thoughts and feelings and seek help if they
need it.
He talked about the need for good communication, authenticity and to call it as it is. If it is a dog poo sandwich, then don’t tell
people it is fairy bread. That made me smile. Another thing that resonated with me was his comment that “doing nothing isn’t
an option, when decisions need to be made, and action needs to be taken. There were so many relevant things said by the
Commissioner that resonate with Rotary, Rotarians and our values and mottos. What a great man and great leader. I was
hanging on to his every word. The second keynote speaker was Peter Baines OAM. I realise many of you wouldn’t know Peter,
or heard of his charity Hands Across the Water, but I believe that all of you who heard him speak now understand why he
came to talk to us. His work around the world in the most sad, disastrous circumstances left me in awe of his achievements
and his caring approach to people who found themselves in the most terrible situations and the children and babies orphaned
following the Boxing Day Tsunami. Again, another person who said, “doing nothing wasn’t an option” There were many things
that Peter said that made complete sense when you are dealing with tragedy. He spoke about being there and how presence is
vital. He talked about results not excuses and how in life we cannot change what has happened, but we can change what
happens next. Peter explained that courage is in making the hard decisions and living with them.
Our third keynote speaker was Dr Ray Hodgson. Ray took us on a journey of why he goes to Nepal and performs surgery on
women who have no hope of a future without the dignity restoring surgery that he can provide. More than that he spoke
about why we need to be sustainable in our approach to aid in third world countries and how through leadership we can
support the people to stand on their own and look after their own. 
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MUSINGS FROM DG DEBBIE CONT.
T h r o u g h  t r a i n i n g  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  t h e  N e p a l  p r o j e c t  o f  b u i l d i n g  a  M o t h e r s  a n d  B a b i e s  H o s p i t a l  i s

n e a r  t o  f r u i t i o n .  M o r e  t h a n  t h a t  R a y  s h o w e d  u s  a  g r a p h  o f  h o w  s l o w  r a i s i n g  t h e  f i n a n c e  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e

s u r g i c a l  w o r k s h o p s  a n d  b u i l d i n g  t h e  h o s p i t a l  h a d  b e e n  u n t i l  A u s t r a l i a n s  f o r  W o m e n ’ s  H e a l t h  p a r t n e r e d

w i t h  R o t a r y  a n d  D r  R a y  b e c a m e  a  R o t a r i a n .

I  a s k e d  R a y  t o  s u m m a r i s e  t h i s  i n  h i s  o w n  w o r d s .  W h a t  h e  s a i d  i s  a s  f o l l o w s :  

F u n d r a i s i n g  f o r  t h e  N e p a l  M o t h e r s  &  B a b i e s  H o s p i t a l  b e g a n  i n  2 0 1 4 .  D u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  f e w  y e a r s ,  t h e

a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  f u n d s  f o r  t h e  h o s p i t a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  w a s  q u i t e  s l o w .

R o t a r y  b e c a m e  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  t h e  p r o j e c t  i n  2 0 1 7 ,  a n d  a f t e r  t h i s  t i m e  f u n d s  b e g a n  t o  a c c u m u l a t e  f a r  m o r e

q u i c k l y .

R o t a r y  g a v e  t h e  p r o j e c t  m o r e  p r e s t i g e ,  a n d  l e d  t o  g r e a t e r  a w a r e n e s s  a m o n g  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c .  S o o n ,  m a n y

m o r e  d o n o r s  b e g a n  t o  c o m e  o n  b o a r d .

T h e r e  w e r e  a  n u m b e r  o f  R o t a r y  g r a n t s  t h a t  g r e a t l y  a s s i s t e d  w i t h  f u n d r a i s i n g  a n d  b u i l d i n g  c a p a c i t y .  T h e s e

i n c l u d e d  R A W C S ,  D i s t r i c t  G r a n t ,  a n d  m o s t  n o t i c e a b l y  a  F o u n d a t i o n  G r a n t  o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $ 4 1 7 , 0 0 0 .

C o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  n u m e r o u s  R o t a r y  g r o u p s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  l e d  t o  a  l a r g e  n u m b e r  o f  d o n a t i o n s  f r o m

t h a t  c o u n t r y .  

R o t a r i a n s  i n  t h e  U S  c r e a t e d  a  p l a t f o r m :  D i s a s t e r  N e t w o r k  o f  A s s i s t a n c e  R o t a r y  A c t i o n  G r o u p  ( D N A  R A G )

t o  a l l o w  t a x - d e d u c t i b i l i t y  f o r  U S  c i t i z e n s  w h o  d o n a t e  t o  t h e  p r o j e c t .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  m a n y  m o r e  A m e r i c a n s  a r e

s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  p r o j e c t .

T h e  t a r g e t  o f  t h e  h o s p i t a l  f u n d r a i s i n g  i s  $ A U D  1 , 5 2 0 , 0 0 0 .  T h i s  i n c l u d e s  f u n d s  r a i s e d  f o r  l a n d  a c q u i s i t i o n

a n d  t h e  f i t t i n g  o u t  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  

T h e  r a i s e d  f u n d s  t o  d a t e  a r e  $ A U D  1 , 3 5 1 , 0 0 0 .  W e  c a n  s e e  t h e  e n d  i n  s i t e  

I  h a v e  a t t a c h e d  D r  R a y s  s l i d e  f r o m  h i s  p r e s e n t a t i o n  a b o u t  w h a t  h a p p e n s  w h e n  R o t a r y  c o m e s  o n  b o a r d .

T h i s  i s  t h e  p o w e r  o f  R o t a r y  w h e n  w e  c o n n e c t  a n d  c o l l a b o r a t e .  T o  R a y  a s  w i t h  P e t e r  B a i n e s  a n d  S h a n e

F i t z s i m m o n s ,  ‘ d o i n g  n o t h i n g  w a s n ’ t  a n  o p t i o n ’ .

T h e y  a l l  r e m i n d  m e  o f  P a s t  R I P  G a r y  H u a n g  w h o  s a i d  “ I t  i s  b e t t e r  t o  l i g h t  a  s i n g l e  c a n d l e  t h a n  c u r s e  t h e

d a r k n e s s ’ .  L e t  u s  a l l  b e  a  l i g h t  f o r  o t h e r s  t o  f o l l o w !

I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t h a n k  a l l  o u r  p r e s e n t e r s  o v e r  t h e  w e e k e n d .  Y o u  w e r e  o u t s t a n d i n g .

S a t u r d a y  n i g h t ,  w e  h a d  t h e  b l a c k - t i e  d i n n e r .  T h e  m e a l  w a s  e x c e l l e n t  a n d  t h e  a f t e r - d i n n e r  e n t e r t a i n m e n t

t r u l y  f i r s t  c l a s s .  R o b  M c D o u g a l l  a n d  D a n i e l  B e l l e  s a n g  f o r  u s  a  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  s o n g s  f r o m  m u s i c a l  t h e a t r e .

R o b  i s  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  E C l u b  a n d  o n  t h e  n i g h t  w e  s u r p r i s e d  D a n i e l  w i t h  a  P a u l  H a r r i s  F e l l o w ,  m u c h  t o  h i s

s u r p r i s e  a n d  d e l i g h t .  S u n d a y  w e  h a d  g r e a t  p r e s e n t e r s ,  R o t a r y  p r o j e c t s  a n d  t h e n  a  l i v e  p e r f o r m a n c e  b y

M a t t  Z a a b .  I t  r e a l l y  b r o u g h t  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  h o m e  a n d  e n d e d  o n  a  h i g h .  M a t t  w i l l  b e  c o m i n g  b a c k  t o  s i n g

a g a i n  a t  t h e  D i s t r i c t  C h a n g e o v e r  o n  J u n e  2 6 t h  a t  P a n t h e r  P o r t  M a c q u a r i e .  S o  s a v e  t h i s  d a t e  f o r  a n o t h e r

w o n d e r f u l  e v e n i n g  w h e r e  w e  r e f l e c t  o n  m y  y e a r  a n d  w e l c o m e  D G E  D a v i d  M a y n e  a n d  H e a t h e r  t o  t h e  s t a r t

o f  t h e i r s .  C o n f e r e n c e s  d o n ’ t  j u s t  h a p p e n .  I t  t a k e s  a  t e a m  t o  m a k e  i t  h a p p e n  a n d  I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t h a n k  a l l  m y

t e a m  l e d  b y  C h a i r m a n  N e i l  B l a c k  f r o m  P o r t  M a c q u a r i e  S u n r i s e .  T h a n k  y o u  t o  m y  a m a z i n g  M a s t e r  o f

C e r e m o n i e s  w h o  w i t h o u t  m e  h a v i n g  t o  a s k  s t a y e d  u p  h a l f  t h e  n i g h t  t o  a d j u d i c a t e  w h o  w a s  t h e  l a s t  c l u b

s t a n d i n g  o n  S a t u r d a y  n i g h t .  W e l l  d o n e  C o f f s  H a r b o u r  C l u b .  I  w o u l d  a l s o  l i k e  t o  t h a n k  a l l  t h e  v o l u n t e e r s

f r o m  o u r  l o c a l  c l u b s  w h o  c a m e  a l o n g  o v e r  t h e  w e e k e n d  t o  i n f o r m ,  e n s u r e  w e  w e r e  C o v i d  s a f e  a n d

c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  w e l l - o i l e d  m a c h i n e  t h a t  w a s  o u r  R o t a r y  D i s t r i c t  9 6 5 0  C o n f e r e n c e  2 0 2 1 .

T h e r e  a r e  l o t s  o f  p i c t u r e s  o n  F a c e b o o k ,  e s p e c i a l l y  o n  m y  p a g e  a n d  s o o n  I  w i l l  h a v e  l o t s  m o r e  t a k e n  b y  P a s t

P r e s i d e n t  M a l c o m  M c N e i l  f r o m  P o r t  M a c q u a r i e  S u n r i s e ,  d e t a i l s  t o  f o l l o w .

 

P U B L I C  S P E A K I N G

M y  c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o  a l l  t h e  c o m p e t i t o r s  i n  t h e  P u b l i c  S p e a k i n g  f i n a l s .  I  l o v e d  t h e  d i v e r s i t y  o f  s u b j e c t s

s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  4  W a y  T e s t  a n d  h o w  o u r  s t u d e n t s  r e l a t e d  t h e i r  s p e e c h e s  t o  i t .  T h e  w i n n e r  w a s  f r o m

s p o n s o r e d  b y  t h e  E  C l u b  a n d  h e r  n a m e  i s  T a h l i a  B a r w i c k .

R e m e m b e r ,  
O p p o r t u n i t i e s  a r e  l i k e  s u n r i s e s  –  I f  y o u  w a i t  t o o  l o n g  y o u  m i s s  t h e m !

CLUB

INSURANCE

FORMS
 s h o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  r e t u r n e d

l a s t  F r i d a y  5 t h  M a r c h  2 0 2 1

H a v e  y o u  r e t u r n e d  y o u r

c l u b  i n s u r a n c e

d o c u m e n t a t i o n  t o  t h e

D i s t r i c t  I n s u r a n c e  O f f i c e r ?

N B .  H a v e  y o u  i n c l u d e d  t h e

t r a v e l  d o c u m e n t ?

R e m e m b e r  i f  y o u  h a v e

p e o p l e  a t t e n d i n g  P E T S  o r

A s s e m b l i e s  n e x t  y e a r  t h e n

t h i s  s h o u l d  b e  p u t  o n  t h e

t r a v e l  f o r m .  D o  n o t  m a r k

n i l  o r  t h e i r  w i l l  N O T  b e  a n y

i n s u r a n c e  f o r  t h e m .

P l e a s e  a s k  f o r  h e l p  i f  y o u

a r e  h a v i n g  d i f f i c u l t i e s

s o o n e r  r a t h e r  t h a n  l a t e r .

H e l p  m a y  b e  a v a i l a b l e  i n

y o u r  c l u b ,  a  p a s t  D i s t r i c t

G o v e r n o r  o r  a n  A s s i s t a n t

G o v e r n o r .

D o n ’ t  d e l a y  p l e a s e

c o m p l e t e  a n d  r e t u r n  t o

B r e t t  W h i t e .

DG 2023-24

APPLICATIONS

NOW OPEN
A p p l i c a t i o n s  a r e  n o w  o p e n

f o r  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  D i s t r i c t

G o v e r n o r  2 0 2 3  –  2 0 2 4  f o r

t h e  n e w  D i s t r i c t  9 6 6 0 .  T h e

f o l l o w i n g  i s  a n  e x t r a c t

f r o m  R I  b y l a w s  s e t t i n g  o u t

t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  a  D G :  

P l e a s e  g i v e  t h i s

o p p o r t u n i t y  s o m e

c o n s i d e r a t i o n  a n d  I  a w a i t

y o u r  c a l l .

A p p l i c a t i o n s  c l o s e  3 1 s t

M a r c h  2 0 2 1 .  I f  y o u  w o u l d

l i k e  t o  a p p l y  f o r  t h i s

p o s i t i o n ,  p l e a s e  c o m p l e t e

t h e  n o m i n a t i o n  f o r m  a n d

r e t u r n  t o  m e  a t

d l o v e d a y @ h d l . c o m . a u .

P l e a s e  n o t e :  P a s t  D i s t r i c t

G o v e r n o r s  o f  t h i s  d i s t r i c t

a r e  e l i g i b l e  t o  a p p l y .

mailto:dloveday@hdl.com.au


O v e r  7  k m  ( 4 . 3  m i l e s )  o f  p i p e  w e r e  t r e n c h e d  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t ,  t a n k s  w e r e  i n s t a l l e d  t o  s t o r e

t h e  w a t e r ,  a n d  5 2  c o m m u n a l  t a p s  n o w  p r o v i d e  f r e e - f l o w i n g  w a t e r  t o  c l u s t e r s  o f  h o u s e s ,  s c h o o l s ,

c h u r c h e s ,  a n d  h e a l t h  c l i n i c s

T h e  s p r i n g  c a n  s u p p l y  2 . 2 5  l i t e r s  ( . 6  g a l l o n s )  p e r  s e c o n d  —  t h a t ' s  u p  t o  6 5  l i t e r s  ( 1 7  g a l l o n s )  p e r

p e r s o n  p e r  d a y .  W a t e r  f r o m  t h e  A s a r o  a n d  G o t a  R i v e r s ,  a l t h o u g h  n o t  f i t  t o  d r i n k ,  s u p p l e m e n t s  t h e

w a t e r  s u p p l y  t o  i r r i g a t e  c r o p s ,  h e l p i n g  d r i v e  t h e  c o m m u n i t y ' s  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t .

B e f o r e  t h e  p r o j e c t  b e g a n ,  a  m e m o r a n d u m  o f  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  w a s  d e v e l o p e d  b e t w e e n  t h e  f i v e  t r i b a l

g r o u p s  a n d  t h e  o w n e r  o f  t h e  w a t e r  s u p p l y  s o u r c e  t o  s h a r e  t h e  w a t e r  a m o n g  t h e  v i l l a g e s .  T h i s

a g r e e m e n t  w a s  u s e d  a s  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  a  p o l i c y  d o c u m e n t ,  w h i c h  i s  r e g i s t e r e d  w i t h  t h e  l o c a l  c o u r t

a n d  i s  e n f o r c e a b l e  b y  l a w .

A  w a t e r ,  s a n i t a t i o n ,  a n d  h y g i e n e  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m  w a s  r o l l e d  o u t  p r i o r  t o  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  w i t h

s e s s i o n s  f o r  s c h o o l c h i l d r e n  a n d  o t h e r  v i l l a g e r s .  A  b r i e f i n g  w a s  h e l d  f o r  t h e  S u p u r u n d a  W a t e r

S u p p l y  C o m m i t t e e ,  a n d  t h i s  h e l p e d  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  p r o g r a m  w a s  i m p l e m e n t e d  e f f e c t i v e l y  f o r  t h e

e n t i r e  p o p u l a t i o n .  T h e  p r o g r a m  w i l l  b e  r e p e a t e d  e a c h  y e a r  f o r  s c h o o l c h i l d r e n .

O s i v o  a n d  h i s  s k i l l e d  t e a m  o f  p l u m b e r s ,  c a r p e n t e r s ,  c o n c r e t e r s ,  p i p e  l a y e r s ,  a n d  o t h e r  w a t e r

s u p p l y  i n s t a l l e r s  t r a i n e d  t h e  l o c a l  w o r k f o r c e  i n  i n s t a l l i n g  a n d  m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  w a t e r  s u p p l y

s y s t e m .

E v e r y o n e  —  m e n ,  w o m e n ,  a n d  c h i l d r e n  —  w a s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p h a s e ,  w h i c h  g a v e  t h e m

a l l  o w n e r s h i p  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  s y s t e m  w i l l  b e  p r o t e c t e d  a n d  p r e s e r v e d .

R e m e m b e r ,  

O p p o r t u n i t i e s  a r e  l i k e  s u n r i s e s  –  I f  y o u  w a i t  t o o  l o n g  y o u  m i s s  t h e m !

ROTARACT

PODCAST
A s  m a n y  o f  y o u  k n o w  D R R

L a u r a  T e l f o r d  i n  h e r

c a p a c i t y  a s  R o t a r a c t

A u s t r a l i a  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s

D i r e c t o r  h o s t s  t h e  C h a t s

b y  R o t a r a c t  A u s t r a l i a

P o d c a s t .  D 9 6 5 0  i s  a  s t r o n g

s u p p o r t e r  o f  t h e  P o d c a s t .

T h e  p o d c a s t  i s  s e l f  i s  a

c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  t h o u g h t f u l

i n t e r v i e w s  a n d  r e s o u r c e

b a s e d  e p i s o d e s  d e s i g n e d

t o  e n g a g e  a n d  h e l p

R o t a r a c t o r s  a n d  R o t a r i a n s

l e a r n  m o r e  a b o u t

R o t a r a c t .  C h e c k  i t  o u t

t o d a y !  

DEBBIE'S MUSINGS PART 3

LOST

PROPERTY
L O S T  A N  E A R I N G  A T

C O N F E R E N C E

W E  H A V E  F O U N D  I T !

E M A I L  V A L D A

( R E G I S T R A T I O N S )

v a l k i m 2 @ b i g p o n d . c o m

A N D  S H E  W I L L  R E T U R N  I T

T O  Y O U .

mailto:valkim2@bigpond.com


S u n d a y  m o r n i n g  s a w  6 0  o f  u s  a t t e n d  t h e  F o u n d a t i o n  B r e a k f a s t  h o s t e d  b y  P D G  M a u r i e

S t a c k .  C h a i r  o f  t h e  R o t a r y  F o u n d a t i o n  o f  A u s t r a l i a .  W e  h e a r d  a b o u t  t h e  P u b l i c

B e n e v o l e n t  I n s t i t u t i o n  a n d  h o w  w e  c a n  s u p p o r t  o u r  p r o j e c t s  a n d  o t h e r s  b y  g e t t i n g  t a x

d e d u c t i b i l i t y  f o r  o u r  d o n a t i o n s .  T h e  t a b l e s  w e r e  t u r n e d  o n  M a u r i e  a n d  D e e  w h e n  P D G

G r e g  M o r a n  i n c o m i n g  D i s t r i c t  F o u n d a t i o n  D i r e c t o r  p r e s e n t e d  M a u r i e  a n d  D e e  t h e i r  p i n s

f o r  b e i n g  o u r  D i s t r i c t  9 6 5 0  A r c h  K l u m p h  S o c i e t y  m e m b e r s .

W h a t  I s  t h e  A r c h  K l u m p h  S o c i e t y ?

N a m e d  a f t e r  t h e  s i x t h  p r e s i d e n t  o f  R o t a r y ,  t h e  A r c h  K l u m p h  S o c i e t y  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  t o

a c k n o w l e d g e  a n d  r e c o g n i z e  T h e  R o t a r y  F o u n d a t i o n ’ s  h i g h e s t  t i e r  o f  d o n o r s  —  t h o s e  w h o

h a v e  c o n t r i b u t e d  $ 2 5 0 , 0 0 0  o r  m o r e  d u r i n g  t h e i r  l i f e t i m e .  M e m b e r s  h a v e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y

t o  b e  f o r m a l l y  i n d u c t e d  i n t o  t h e  s o c i e t y  a n d  t o  h a v e  t h e i r  n a m e ,  p o r t r a i t ,  a n d

b i o g r a p h i c a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  d i s p l a y e d  a t  R o t a r y  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  W o r l d  H e a d q u a r t e r s .

M e m b e r s h i p  i n  t h e  A r c h  K l u m p h  S o c i e t y  i s  l i f e l o n g .  A l o n g  w i t h  s p e c i f i c  A K S  r e c o g n i t i o n

p i n s  a n d  p e n d a n t s ,  m e m b e r s  r e c e i v e  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  b e n e f i t s  c o m m e n s u r a t e  w i t h  t h e i r

g e n e r o s i t y .  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  A r c h  K l u m p h  S o c i e t y  A r c h  C .  K l u m p h  j o i n e d  t h e  R o t a r y  C l u b  o f

C l e v e l a n d ,  O h i o ,  U S A ,  i n  1 9 1 1 .  H e  w a s  t h e  1 9 1 6 - 1 7  R o t a r y  p r e s i d e n t ,  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ’ s

s i x t h .  A d d r e s s i n g  t h e  1 9 1 7  c o n v e n t i o n  i n  A t l a n t a ,  G e o r g i a ,  h e  e l o q u e n t l y  p r o m o t e d  t h e

i d e a  o f  “ e n d o w m e n t s  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  d o i n g  g o o d  i n  t h e  w o r l d . ”   T h a t  y e a r ,  t h e  R o t a r y

C l u b  o f  K a n s a s  C i t y ,  M i s s o u r i ,  U S A ,  m a d e  t h e  f i r s t  g i f t ,  o f  $ 2 6 . 5 0 ,  t o  t h e  f l e d g l i n g  f u n d .

W h e n  t h e  e n d o w m e n t  h a d  g r o w n  s i g n i f i c a n t  e n o u g h  t o  r e q u i r e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  t o  m a n a g e

i t ,  T h e  R o t a r y  F o u n d a t i o n  w a s  b o r n ,  a n d  K l u m p h  w a s  s e l e c t e d  a s  o n e  o f  i t s  f i r s t  t r u s t e e s .

T h e  A r c h  K l u m p h  S o c i e t y  w a s  c r e a t e d  i n  2 0 0 4 ,  d u r i n g  R o t a r y  I n t e r n a t i o n a l ’ s  2 0 0 4 - 0 5

c e n t e n n i a l  c e l e b r a t i o n ,  a s  a  m e a n i n g f u l  w a y  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  F o u n d a t i o n ’ s  h i g h e s t - l e v e l

d o n o r s .  T h e  s o c i e t y ’ s  f i r s t  d i n n e r  w a s  h e l d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r .  T o d a y ,  m e m b e r s ’  p o r t r a i t s ,

e n g r a v e d  i n  g l a s s  p l a q u e s ,  h a n g  i n  t h e  A r c h  K l u m p h  S o c i e t y  G a l l e r y  a t  R o t a r y

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  W o r l d  H e a d q u a r t e r s .  “ W e  s h o u l d  n o t  l i v e  f o r  o u r s e l v e s  a l o n e ,  b u t  f o r  t h e

j o y  i n  d o i n g  g o o d  f o r  o t h e r s . ”  —  A r c h  C .  K l u m p h

CONFERENCE

TESTIMONIALS
F i r s t l y ,  a  h u g e  c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s

a n d  j o b  w e l l  d o n e  f o r  t h e

w e e k e n d ,   w e  h a v e  a l l  j u s t

e n j o y e d  i n  P o r t  M a c q u a r i e  f o r

t h e  D i s t r i c t  C o n f e r e n c e .  

T h e  c a l i b r e  o f  s p e a k e r s  w a s

i n c r e d i b l e .

W a r m  r e g a r d s ,

T a y l o r  F l e t c h e r  P r e s i d e n t - E l e c t

R o t a r y  C l u b  o f  T a m w o r t h

S u n r i s e .  

X X X X X

A l l  t h r e e  s p e a k e r s  w e r e

i n s p i r a t i o n a l .

O t h e r  s p e a k e r s  h i g h l i g h t e d

v a r i o u s  a s p e c t s  o f  R o t a r y

a n d  t h e s e  i n c l u d e d  R A W C S ,  T i n y

H o u s e s

 (  a  g r e a t  p r e s e n t a t i o n  d e l i v e r e d

b y  G r e g  M o r a n  )  a n d  S h e l t e r b o x .

T h e r e  w a s  t i m e  f o r  n e t w o r k i n g .

J o n  G a u k r o g e r  h a d  a  c h a n c e

t o  c a t c h  u p  w i t h  R o t a r a c t o r s  a n d

g e t  s o m e  i d e a s .

 E v e r y b o d y  t o o k  a d v a n t a g e  o f

t h i s  t o  m e e t  a n d  g e t  t o  k n o w  n e w

p e o p l e .  

A  b i g  c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o  t h e  

D i s t r i c t  G o v e r n o r ,  D e b b i e

L o v e d a y  a n d  h e r  t e a m .

X X X

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  a g a i n  o n  a  g r e a t

c o n f e r e n c e ,  I  t h o u g h t  e v e r y t h i n g

w e n t  v e r y  w e l l  -  f r o m  g o o d

s p e a k e r s  t o  w o n d e r f u l

e n t e r t a i n m e n t .  T h e  f i n a l  t o u c h

o n  S u n d a y  o f  t h e  s w i t c h  f r o m

v i d e o  t o  t h e  a c t u a l  p e r f o r m e r  o n

s t a g e  s i n g i n g  w a s  w o n d e r f u l .

A n d  w h a t  a  w o n d e r f u l  s o n g

w h i c h  h e  c o m p o s e d  h i m s e l f  -

m o r e  R o t a r y  t a l e n t .  

P D G  L o r r a i n e  C o f f e y

A l l  w h o  a t t e n d e d  t h e  D i s t r i c t  C o n f e r e n c e  h a v e  e n j o y e d  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e .  M a n y  g r e a t  k e y n o t e

s p e a k e r s  a n d  p r e s e n t a t i o n s .  C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  D G  D e b b i e  a n d  h e r  o r g a n i s i n g  c o m m i t t e e  o n  a

g r e a t  c o n f e r e n c e .

X X X

T h e  2 0 2 1  D i s t r i c t  C o n f e r e n c e  w a s  h e l d  a t  P o r t  M a c q u a r i e  o n  1 3  a n d  1 4  M a r c h .  T h e

c o n f e r e n c e  t o o k  p l a c e  i n  t h e  A u d i t o r i u m  a t  P a n t h e r s  a n d  w a s  a  r e a l  s u c c e s s  s t o r y .  I t

h i g h l i g h t e d  t h e  w o r k  t h a t  R o t a r y  d o e s  b o t h  i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y  a n d  d o m e s t i c a l l y .  T h e r e  w e r e

t h r e e  k e y n o t e  s p e a k e r s  S h a n e  F i t z s i m m o n s ,  P e t e r  B a i n e s  O A M  a n d  D r  R a y  H o d g s o n .  A l l

t h r e e  w e r e  i n s p i r a t i o n a l .  O t h e r  s p e a k e r s  h i g h l i g h t e d  v a r i o u s  a s p e c t s  o f  R o t a r y  a n d  t h e s e

i n c l u d e d  R A W C S ,  T i n y  H o u s e s  a n d  S h e l t e r b o x .  T h e r e  w a s  t i m e  f o r  n e t w o r k i n g  a n d

e v e r y b o d y  t o o k  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h i s  t o  m e e t  a n d  g e t  t o  k n o w  n e w  p e o p l e .  A  b i g

c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o  t h e  D i s t r i c t  G o v e r n o r ,  D e b b i e  L o v e d a y  a n d  h e r  t e a m .  R o t a r y  C l u b

I n v e r e l l  

X X X

R o t a r y  D i s t r i c t  9 6 5 0  h e l d  a  f a n t a s t i c  C o n f e r e n c e  o v e r  t h i s  w e e k e n d .  T h e r e  w e r e  a m a z i n g ,

i n s p i r a t i o n a l  s p e a k e r s  i n c l u d i n g  C o m m i s s i o n e r  S h a n e  F i t z s i m m o n s ,  P e t e r  B a i n e s  O E M  a n d

A / P r o f  R a y  H o d g s o n .  O u r  D i s t r i c t  G o v e r n o r ,  D e b b i e  L o v e d a y  w a s  a  b r i l l i a n t  h o s t .  T h a n k  y o u

f o r  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  t h e  i n s p i r a t i o n  a n d  t h e  i n s i g h t  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  d o  m o r e .  S e r v i c e  b e f o r e

S e l f  i s  a  m o t i v a t i o n  f o r  l i f e .  R o t a r y  C l u b  T a r e e  o n  M a n n i n g

X X X

W h a t  a n  i n s p i r a t i o n a l  w e e k e n d  m e m b e r s  o f  C o o n a b a r a b r a n  R o t a r y  C l u b  h a v e  h a d  a t  t h e

D i s t r i c t  9 6 5 0  C o n f e r e n c e  i n  P o r t  M a c q u a r i e .  K e y  n o t e  s p e a k e r s  w e r e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f

R e s i l i e n c e  S h a n e  F i t z s i m m o n s ,  P e t e r  B a i n e s  O A M  a n d  A s s o c .  P r o f .  D r  R a y  H o d g s o n .  A l l

t h r e e  s p e a k e r s  s p o k e  a b o u t  i n d i v i d u a l  e x p e r i e n c e s  f r o m  t h e  2 0 1 9 - 2 0  b u s h f i r e s ,  t h e

a f t e r m a t h  o f  t h e  B a l i  b o m b i n g  a n d  B o x i n g  D a y  t s u n a m i  t o  t h e  i s o l a t e d  m o u n t a i n s  o f  N e p a l  t o

s e t  u p  m e d i c a l  t r e a t m e n t  f o r  w o m a n  a n d  c h i l d r e n .  C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o  o u r  D i s t r i c t  G o v e n o r

D e b b i e  L o v e d a y  a n d  h e r  t e a m  f o r  t h e  p l a n n i n g  a n d  e x e c u t i o n  o f  a  g r e a t  e v e n t .  A n d  t h e  i c i n g

o n  t h e  c a k e  w a s  t h e  R o t a r y  C l u b  o f  C o o n a b a r a b r a n  w i n n i n g  s e c o n d  p l a c e  f o r  t h e  n u m b e r  o f

s o c k s  d o n a t e d  p e r  c l u b  m e m b e r  i n  t h e  w o r l d  r e c o r d  c h a l l e n g e  t o  b e  h e l d  l a t e r  t h i s  y e a r .

R o t a r y  C l u b  C o o n a b r a r b r a n

CONGRATS TO MAURIE AND DEE!
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