
Rotary became involved with the project in 2017, and after this time funds began to accumulate far more quickly.
Rotary gave the project more prestige and led to greater awareness among the general public.   
Connection with numerous Rotary groups in the United States led to many donations from that country.  
Rotarians in the US created a platform: Disaster Network of Assistance Rotary Action Group (DNA RAG) to allow tax-deductibility
for US citizens who donate to the project. As a result, many more Americans are supporting the project.
The target of the hospital fundraising is $AUD 1,520,000. This includes funds raised for land acquisition and the fitting out the
hospital.  
The raised funds to date are $AUD 1,351,000.  We can see the end in sight. 

How things can change in a blink of an eye. From a post Conference high to an emotional low. Like most people along the
Eastern seaboard and now inland the weather event recently experienced has left a trail of disaster, loss and suffering. All of
us know someone who has suffered to some extent or know others who have lost everything.
In an area where rising water triggered an emergency response, I received the phone call at 11.30pm advising if I lived in a
certain area I was to evacuate NOW! I live the safe side of the river so was OK but to others I cannot imagine the panic that
would instil. What do you do, get dressed? Family, Pets? Livestock? Valuables? In the morning, the full extent of the tragedy
became very clear. From COVID isolation to a water enforced isolation. I had a look at the Hastings River from the road
bridge. The water is usually many metres below, now it was almost level with the road and a raging muddy torrent filled with
trees, debris and most heartbreakingly people’s animals.
Like most people I have been watching the news and seeing the video evidence of water inundation. I guess the most upsetting
was hearing about local people who lost everything in a matter of hours. I heard of a community yesterday that had been
coping on their own. Massive loss but trying to be resilient when they needed an emergency response from professionals to
help them. It just goes to show how people try and carry on and deal with it. I am reminded of a comment from one of our
keynote speakers at Conference “Doing nothing isn’t an option” I couldn’t physically fix the problem, but I could get on the
phone and use the internet to report how they had been missed and needed not only a disaster response but someone to
listen and respond appropriately. Talking to fellow Rotarians who had different connections and skill sets certainly made me
feel better, as I had confirmation later that help was on its way. I know many have been involved in some way and President
Elizabeth Fielding is writing an article to highlight the Cluster three response and how we can all make a difference. If your
clubs have been involved in supporting the local community or Emergency Response teams let us know.
 
In last week’s ENews I wrote about Dr Ray Hodgson’s speech at Conference. One of the most impactful statements he made
was the amazing financial response when he partnered with Rotary and became a Rotarian. The graph to the left represents
what happened financially.

If you would like to help us achieve the end and finish this hospital, then please go to
https://donations.rawcs.com.au/36-2015-16
NEW CEO RAWCS – Andrew Woodward
Congratulations Andrew on your recent appointment.

 MEDIA RELEASE 
National Flood Relief Appeal 
Australian charity, Rotary Australia World Community Service, today announced the creation of a national Flood Relief
Appeal for people impacted by the recent floods up and down the Eastern seaboard. 
Australians impacted by the recent floods will be the beneficiaries of money raised by Flood Appeal and will be able to liaise
with their local Rotary Club to advise of their needs. 
The fundraising campaign, which aims to raise in excess of $10 million, was launched this week to support the communities in
need after yet another disaster impacting Australians. 
“The money raised from the Appeal will go directly and quickly to support those impacted, providing essential items and
financial support where Disaster relief and Insurance claims won’t stretch,” said Rotary Australia World Community Service
Ltd CEO Andrew Woodward. 
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MUSINGS FROM DG DEBBIE CONT. CLUB

INSURANCE

FORMS
 S h o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  r e t u r n e d

l a s t  F r i d a y  5 t h  M a r c h  2 0 2 1

H a v e  y o u  r e t u r n e d  y o u r

c l u b  i n s u r a n c e

d o c u m e n t a t i o n  t o  t h e

D i s t r i c t  I n s u r a n c e  O f f i c e r ?

N B .  H a v e  y o u  i n c l u d e d  t h e

t r a v e l  d o c u m e n t ?

R e m e m b e r  i f  y o u  h a v e

p e o p l e  a t t e n d i n g  P E T S  o r

A s s e m b l i e s  n e x t  y e a r  t h e n

t h i s  s h o u l d  b e  p u t  o n  t h e

t r a v e l  f o r m .  D o  n o t  m a r k

n i l  o r  t h e i r  w i l l  N O T  b e  a n y

i n s u r a n c e  f o r  t h e m .

P l e a s e  a s k  f o r  h e l p  i f  y o u

a r e  h a v i n g  d i f f i c u l t i e s

s o o n e r  r a t h e r  t h a n  l a t e r .

H e l p  m a y  b e  a v a i l a b l e  i n

y o u r  c l u b ,  a  p a s t  D i s t r i c t

G o v e r n o r  o r  a n  A s s i s t a n t

G o v e r n o r .

D o n ’ t  d e l a y  p l e a s e

c o m p l e t e  a n d  r e t u r n  t o

B r e t t  W h i t e .

DG 2023-24

APPLICATIONS

NOW OPEN
A p p l i c a t i o n s  a r e  n o w  o p e n

f o r  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  D i s t r i c t

G o v e r n o r  2 0 2 3  –  2 0 2 4  f o r

t h e  n e w  D i s t r i c t  9 6 6 0 .  T h e

f o l l o w i n g  i s  a n  e x t r a c t

f r o m  R I  b y l a w s  s e t t i n g  o u t

t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  a  D G :  

P l e a s e  g i v e  t h i s

o p p o r t u n i t y  s o m e

c o n s i d e r a t i o n  a n d  I  a w a i t

y o u r  c a l l .

A p p l i c a t i o n s  c l o s e  3 1 s t

M a r c h  2 0 2 1 .  I f  y o u  w o u l d

l i k e  t o  a p p l y  f o r  t h i s

p o s i t i o n ,  p l e a s e  c o m p l e t e

t h e  n o m i n a t i o n  f o r m  a n d

r e t u r n  t o  m e  a t

d l o v e d a y @ h d l . c o m . a u .

P l e a s e  n o t e :  P a s t  D i s t r i c t

G o v e r n o r s  o f  t h i s  d i s t r i c t

a r e  e l i g i b l e  t o  a p p l y .

“ T h e  n u m b e r  o f  d i s a s t e r s  A u s t r a l i a n s  h a v e  e n d u r e d  i n  t h e  l a s t  t w o  y e a r s  h a v e  b e e n  s i g n i f i c a n t  a n d

l e f t  a  l o t  o f  p e o p l e  i n  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  f i n a n c i a l  p o s i t i o n s , ”  M r  W o o d w a r d  s a i d .  

R o t a r y  A u s t r a l i a  W o r l d  C o m m u n i t y  S e r v i c e  h a s  p r e v i o u s l y  r a i s e d  m o n e y  f o r  B u s h f i r e  a n d  D r o u g h t

a f f e c t e d  a r e a s  a n d  s e e s  t h i s  d i s a s t e r  a s  j u s t  a n o t h e r  w h e r e  t h e  n e t w o r k  o f  R o t a r i a n s  c a n  s t e p  i n  t o

a s s i s t .  

M r  W o o d w a r d  s a i d  t h a t  h e  e x p e c t s  t h e  m o n e y  t o  h e l p  p e o p l e  w i t h  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  i n s u r a n c e  o r

d i s a s t e r  r e l i e f  f u n d s  c a n n o t  r e p l a c e .  W h e t h e r  i t  b e  h e l p i n g  f a r m e r s  b u i l d  n e w  f e n c e s  o r  p r o v i d i n g

f o o d  a n d  c l o t h i n g  t o  t h o s e  t h a t  h a v e  l o s t  e v e r y t h i n g ,  t h e  m o n e y  r a i s e d  w i l l  b e  c r u c i a l  i n  h e l p i n g

f a m i l i e s  g e t  b a c k  o n  t h e i r  f e e t  a s  s o o n  a s  p o s s i b l e .  

R o t a r y  A u s t r a l i a  W o r l d  C o m m u n i t y  S e r v i c e  i s  a  n o t - f o r - p r o f i t  c h a r i t y  t h a t  a i m s  t o  b e  t h e  l e a d i n g

A u s t r a l i a n  c h a r i t a b l e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  f o r  p e o p l e ’ s  w e l l b e i n g ,  s u p p o r t i n g  R o t a r i a n s  a n d  R o t a r y  C l u b s

u n d e r t a k i n g  h u m a n i t a r i a n  p r o j e c t s  i n  A u s t r a l i a  a n d  o v e r s e a s .  

T a x  D e d u c t i b l e  D o n a t i o n s  t o  t h e  a p p e a l  c a n  b e  m a d e  h e r e :  h t t p s : / / d o n a t i o n s . r a w c s . c o m . a u / f l o o d -

a p p e a l  o r  f r o m  t h e  R o t a r y  A u s t r a l i a  W o r l d  C o m m u n i t y  S e r v i c e  w e b s i t e  a t  h t t p s : / / r a w c s . o r g . a u  

A n d r e w  W o o d w a r d  i s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  i n t e r v i e w s  a n d  p h o t o g r a p h s .  

L i n k  t o  h e a d s h o t  p h o t o  h e r e  

M e d i a  C o n t a c t :  A n d r e w  W o o d w a r d  0 4 1 1  0 7 5  1 0 7 ,  a n d r e w . w o o d w a r d @ r a w c s . o r g . a u

T h a n k s  t o  t h e  g e n e r o s i t y  o f  F a n t a s t i c  A u s s i e  T o u r s  i n  K a t o o m b a ,  R o t a r y  D i s t r i c t  9 6 8 5  n o w  h a s  a

m o v i n g  b i l l b o a r d  t o  h e l p  p r o m o t e  t h e  C e n t e n a r y  o f  R o t a r y  i n  A u s t r a l i a  a n d  N e w  Z e a l a n d .

T h e  B i g  R e d  B u s  w i l l  b e  m o v i n g  a r o u n d  t h e  D i s t r i c t  s o o n  a n d  w i l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  C l u b s  w i s h i n g  t o

p r o m o t e  t h e i r  c e n t e n a r y  c e l e b r a t o r y  p r o j e c t ( s ) .  i t  i s  a  ‘ w o r k i n g  u n i t ’  a n d  w i l l  b e  o n  t h e  r o a d

b e t w e e n  m i d - M a r c h  a n d  t h e  e n d  o f  J u n e  w h e n  n o t  o n  s c h o o l  r u n s  o r  g r o u p  t o u r s .  

C o m m e m o r a t i n g  a  C e n t e n a r y  o f  R o t a r y  i n  A u s t r a l i a

I t ’ s  o f f i c i a l .  T h e  b o o k  t o  m a r k  t h e  c e n t e n a r y  o f  R o t a r y  i n  A u s t r a l i a  -  ‘ H U M A N I T Y  I N  A C T I O N :

C e l e b r a t i n g  1 0 0  y e a r s  o f  R o t a r y  c l u b s  i n  A u s t r a l i a  a n d  i s l a n d  n e i g h b o u r s ’  -  i s  n o w  c o m p l e t e .

F i v e  h u n d r e d  a n d  t w e l v e  p a g e s  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  t e x t ,  s t o r i e s  o f  R o t a r y  a c h i e v e m e n t s  t h r o u g h  t h e

v a r i o u s  e r a s ,  d o z e n s  o f  p a g e s  o f  c l u b ,  d i s t r i c t  a n d  p e r s o n a l  d a t a  -  a l o n g  w i t h  a n  a m a z i n g  g a l l e r y  o f

d a t e d  a n d  m o d e r n  i m a g e s  w e n t  t o  t h e  p r i n t e r  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  w e e k  i n  M a r c h .

T h e  C e n t e n a r y  b o o k  p r o j e c t  w a s  i n i t i a t e d  b y  t h e  R I  Z o n e  8  I n s t i t u t e  i n  2 0 1 2  b u t  c o m m e n c e d

o r g a n i s e d  p l a n n i n g  a n d  w o r k  i n  2 0 1 4 .  S e v e n  l o n g  y e a r s  o f  r e s e a r c h ,  r e q u e s t i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d

p h o t o g r a p h s ,  w r i t i n g ,  e n d l e s s  e m a i l s  a n d  m e e t i n g s  f o l l o w e d  f o r  t h e  d u l y  a p p o i n t e d  R I  Z o n e  8

H i s t o r y  a n d  A r c h i v e s  C o m m i t t e e .

C o l o u r  p a g e  p r o o f s  w e r e  a p p r o v e d  a s  t h i s  m a g a z i n e  g o e s  t o  p r e s s .  D e l i v e r y  o f  t h e  f i n i s h e d  p r o d u c t

i s  s c h e d u l e d  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  w e e k  i n  A p r i l  –  i n  t i m e  f o r  t h e  o f f i c i a l  l a u n c h  b y  A u s t r a l i a ’ s  G o v e r n o r

G e n e r a l ,  t h e  H o n o u r a b l e  G e n e r a l  D a v i d  H u r l e y  A C  D S C  F T S E ,  i n  G o v e r n m e n t  H o u s e ,  C a n b e r r a ,  a t

5  p m  o n  T h u r s d a y ,  A p r i l  8 ,  2 0 2 1 .

W h i l s t  m a n y  R o t a r i a n s  a n d  s u p p o r t e r s  h a v e  w o r k e d  o n  t h e  p r o j e c t  s i n c e  t h e  b e g i n n i n g ,  t h o s e  o n

t h e  H i s t o r y  a n d  A r c h i v e s  C o m m i t t e e  i n  t h e  l a s t  t w o  y e a r s  h a v e  r e a l l y  b o r n  t h e  b r u n t  o f  t h e

‘ a c t i o n ’ .  P D G  P a u l  H e n n i n g h a m  O A M  –  a u t h o r  o f  ‘ S e v e n t y  F i v e  Y e a r s  o f  S e r v i c e ’  t o  m a r k  t h e  7 5 t h

a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  R o t a r y  i n  A u s t r a l i a  i n  1 9 9 6  –  w a s  t h e  g u i d i n g  l i g h t  u n t i l  h i s  p a s s i n g  i n  2 0 1 8 ,  w h e n

l e a d e r s h i p  p a s s e d  t o  f o r m e r  R D U  M a n a g i n g  E d i t o r  B o b  A i t k e n  A M .  S e c r e t a r y  P D G  H a r r y  D u r e y ,

P D G  M a r i l y n  B a r t o n ,  P D G  T e d  R i c h e y  a n d  P D G  S u s a n  W a k e f i e l d  O A M  m a d e  u p  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f

t h e  h a r d  w o r k i n g  t e a m .

A s  p r e s s u r e  m o u n t e d  a n d  o t h e r  t a s k s  s u r f a c e d ,  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  d e d i c a t e d  R o t a r i a n s  a n d  p a r t n e r s

w e r e  c o o p t e d  t o  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  t o  e a s e  t h e  l o a d  –  P D G  J e n n i f e r  S c o t t ,  J a n e t  L a w r e n c e  ( d e c e a s e d ) ,

D e n n i s  C h e l l i n g s w o r t h  a n d  h i s  p a r t n e r  P D G  L o r r a i n e  C o f f e y ,  P D G  J a m e s  W i l c o x  a n d  P D G  B r u c e

A l l e n .

R I  P a s t  D i r e c t o r  N o e l  T r e v a s k i s  l e n t  i n v a l u a b l e  s u p p o r t  a n d  g u i d a n c e  o n c e  f u n d s  w e r e  a l l o c a t e d

b y  I n s t i t u t e  t o  c o m p l e t e  t h e  p r o j e c t  i n  2 0 1 7 .  F u n d i n g  w a s  g r a n t e d  o n  c o n d i t i o n  t h a t  e v e r y  C l u b  i n

A u s t r a l i a  r e c e i v e s  o n e  c o m p l i m e n t a r y  c o p y .

F o u r  t h o u s a n d  c o p i e s  o f  ‘ H u m a n i t y  i n  A c t i o n ’  h a v e  b e e n  o r d e r e d  a n d  t w o  t h o u s a n d  a r e  a l r e a d y

a c c o u n t e d  f o r  i n  p r e  o r d e r s .  

C o m m i t t e e  c h a i r  B o b  A i t k e n  h a s  u r g e d  C l u b s  t o  p r e  o r d e r  t h e i r  c o p i e s  n o w  a n d  a r r a n g e  s p e c i a l

p r e s e n t a t i o n  f u n c t i o n s  w i t h  l o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t  C o u n c i l s ,  L i b r a r i e s  a n d  S c h o o l s  t o  p r o m o t e  R o t a r y ’ s

C e n t e n a r y  w h i c h  o f f i c i a l l y  f a l l s  o n  A p r i l  2 1 ,  2 0 2 1 .

mailto:dloveday@hdl.com.au
mailto:andrew.woodward@rawcs.org.au


‘ T h e  b o o k  i s  t h e  p e r f e c t  g i f t  f o r  g u e s t s  a t  s p e c i a l  e v e n t s  a n d  D i s t r i c t  C o n f e r e n c e s .  A f t e r  t h e  o f f i c i a l  l a u n c h  i n  C a n b e r r a  w e

h a v e  p l a n s  i n  h a n d  t o  c o n t i n u e  p r o m o t i o n  o f  R o t a r y ’ s  C e n t e n a r y  u s i n g  t h e  b o o k  a s  a  r e s o u r c e  f o r  u n i q u e  o n  l i n e  b l o g

p r e s e n t a t i o n s , ’  h e  s a i d .

C o n c l u d i n g  h i s  c o m m e n t s ,  B o b  A i t k e n  h e a p e d  p r a i s e  o n  t h e  m a n y  i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  R o t a r y  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  t o  l e n d  s u p p o r t  t o

t h i s  v i t a l  h i s t o r i c a l  p r o j e c t  –  G a y  K i d d l e  a n d  t h e  s t a f f  a t  R D U ,  G r a c e  R a m i r i z  a n d  t h e  s t a f f  a t  R I S P P O ,  G r a p h i c  a r t i s t s  R h y s

a n d  M e a g a n  M a r t i n  o f  i M e d i a  C o r p  ( A U / N Z ) ,  G e o f f  W r i g h t  o f  p r i n t i n g  c o n t r a c t o r s  T h e  W r i g h t  S t u f f  N S W  P t y  L t d .

O R D E R  Y O U R  C O P Y  O F  ‘ H U M A N I T Y  I N  A C T I O N ’  F R O M  –  $ 2 5  p l u s  p o s t a g e  -

P D G  H a r r y  D u r e y  –  P h o n e :  0 4 0 7  0 0 5  9 1 0 ;  e m a i l :  h d u r e y @ b i g p o n d . c o m

L E A R N I N G  &  D E V E L O P M E N T

R o t a r y ’ s  L e a r n i n g  C e n t e r  n o w  a v a i l a b l e  o n  m o b i l e  d e v i c e s

Y o u  c a n  n o w  t a k e  R o t a r y ’ s  o n l i n e  c o u r s e s  o n  m o s t  m o b i l e  d e v i c e s .  S e e  o u r  h o w - t o  g u i d e  f o r  d e t a i l e d  i n s t r u c t i o n s  o r  f o l l o w

t h e s e  s t e p s  t o  g e t  s t a r t e d :

O n  y o u r  m o b i l e  d e v i c e ,  u s e  a  b r o w s e r  t o  g o  t o  m y . r o t a r y . o r g  a n d  s i g n  i n  t o  M y  R o t a r y .

T a p  t h e  ≡  m e n u  a t  t h e  t o p  l e f t  o f  y o u r  s c r e e n .

T a p  t h e  p l u s  s i g n  n e x t  t o  L e a r n i n g  &  R e f e r e n c e ,  a n d  t h e n  c h o o s e  L e a r n i n g  C e n t e r .

G o  t o  y o u r  a p p  s t o r e  a n d  d o w n l o a d  G o . L e a r n .  D o n ’ t  o p e n  i t  f r o m  h e r e .

R e t u r n  t o  y o u r  b r o w s e r .  F r o m  t h e  s a m e  L e a r n i n g  C e n t e r  p a g e  i n  M y  R o t a r y ,  t a p  t h e  l i n k  t o  t h e  L e a r n i n g  C e n t e r .

G o . L e a r n  w o r k s  w i t h  i O S 1 0  a n d  l a t e r  a s  w e l l  a s  A n d r o i d  6  a n d  l a t e r .  N o t e  t h a t  t h e  a p p  h a s  s o m e  l i m i t a t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  i n

s o m e  o f  t h e  i n t e r a c t i v e  l e a r n i n g  o p t i o n s .  Y o u  w i l l  n e e d  t o  u s e  a  c o m p u t e r  t o  d o w n l o a d  c e r t i f i c a t e s  o r  v i e w  a d d i t i o n a l

r e s o u r c e s .  L i n k s  t o  t h e  L e a r n i n g  C e n t e r  m a y  n o t  w o r k  o n  m o b i l e  d e v i c e s .  I n s t e a d ,  g o  t o  t h e  L e a r n i n g  C e n t e r  t h r o u g h  M y

R o t a r y ,  t h e n  s e a r c h  f o r  m a t e r i a l s  o r  c o u r s e s .

H o n e  y o u r  s k i l l s  w i t h  T o a s t m a s t e r s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l

B e c o m e  a  m o r e  e f f e c t i v e  p r e s e n t e r ,  c o m m u n i c a t o r ,  a n d  l e a d e r  t h r o u g h  t h e  c o u r s e s  T o a s t m a s t e r s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  d e v e l o p e d

f o r  o u r  L e a r n i n g  C e n t e r .  F r o m  s p e e c h w r i t i n g  a n d  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  t o  b u i l d i n g  c o n s e n s u s  a n d  l e a d i n g  a  t e a m ,

t h e s e  c o u r s e s  w i l l  h e l p  y o u  g r o w  p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  a n d  p e r s o n a l l y .  A l l  e i g h t  c o u r s e s  a r e  n o w  a v a i l a b l e  i n  s e v e r a l  l a n g u a g e s  i n

t h e  L e a r n i n g  C e n t e r .  S e a r c h  b y  t o p i c  T o a s t m a s t e r s .

L E A R N I N G  C E N T R E  C O U R S E  U P D A T E S

T h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  n e w  a n d  u p d a t e d  c o u r s e s  a n d  l e a r n i n g  p l a n s  f o r  c l u b  a n d  d i s t r i c t  o f f i c e r s  i n  t h e  L e a r n i n g  C e n t e r :  

D i s t r i c t  T r a i n i n g  C o m m i t t e e  I n t e r m e d i a t e  l e a r n i n g  p l a n

D i s t r i c t  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S e r v i c e  C o m m i t t e e  I n t e r m e d i a t e  l e a r n i n g  p l a n

S t a r t i n g  a  C l u b

G e t  R e a d y :  D i s t r i c t  I n t e r a c t  C o m m i t t e e

S e n d  l i n k s  t o  t h e s e  c o u r s e s  t o  i n c o m i n g  o f f i c e r s  b e f o r e  t h e y  s t a r t  t h e s e  r o l e s ,  a n d  i n c l u d e  t h e  c o u r s e s  i n  y o u r  t r a i n i n g

c u r r i c u l a .

W e  a r e  c o m i n g  t o  t h e  e n d  o f  M a r c h  w h i c h  i s  W a t e r  a n d  S a n i t a t i o n  M o n t h  –  t h e  f i r s t  R o t a r y  p r o j e c t  w a s  a  t o i l e t .  I n

c o m m u n i t i e s  w h e r e  t h e r e  a r e  n o  s e r v i c e s  i n c r e m e n t a l  s t e p s  c a n  g o  a  l o n g  w a y .

W h e n  R o t a r y  m e m b e r s  t r i e d  t o  b r i n g  t o i l e t s  t o  a  r e m o t e  i s l a n d ,  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  w a s n ’ t  r e a d y ,  b y  D i a n a  S c h o b e r g

I n  m a n y  r e m o t e  p l a c e s ,  t o i l e t s  t h a t  a r e  c o n n e c t e d  t o  s e w e r s  o r  s e p t i c  t a n k s  a r e  t h e  e x c e p t i o n ,  n o t  t h e  r u l e .  I n  t h o s e  a r e a s ,

t o i l e t s  t h a t  o p e r a t e  w i t h o u t  w a t e r  s e e m  l i k e  a n  i d e a l  s o l u t i o n .  T h e s e  t o i l e t s  f e a t u r e  t w o  o r  t h r e e  h o l e s :  o n e  f o r  u r i n a t i n g ,

o n e  f o r  d e f e c a t i n g ,  a n d ,  i n  s o m e  m o d e l s ,  o n e  f o r  w a s h i n g .  B u t  w h e n  a  g r o u p  o f  R o t a r y  m e m b e r s  t r i e d  t o  b r i n g  t h e s e  t o i l e t s

t o  a  r e m o t e  i s l a n d  i n  I n d o n e s i a ,  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  w a s n ’ t  r e a d y  f o r  t e c h n o l o g y  t h a t  t h e  R o t a r i a n s  t h o u g h t  o f  a s  n o - f r i l l s ,  b u t

t h e  i n t e n d e d  r e c i p i e n t s  s a w  a s  o v e r l y  c o m p l i c a t e d .  L e a r n  m o r e  a b o u t  t h e  s a n i t a t i o n  l a d d e r ,  a n d  w h y  i n  s o m e  c o m m u n i t i e s ,

i n c r e m e n t a l  s t e p s  c a n  g o  a  l o n g  w a y .

C l e a n  w a t e r ,  s a n i t a t i o n ,  a n d  h y g i e n e  e d u c a t i o n  a r e  b a s i c  n e c e s s i t i e s  f o r  a  h e a l t h y  e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  a  p r o d u c t i v e  l i f e .  

B u t  w h e n  a  g r o u p  o f  R o t a r y  m e m b e r s  t r i e d  t o  b r i n g  t h e s e  t o i l e t s  t o  a  r e m o t e  i s l a n d  i n  I n d o n e s i a ,  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  w a s n ’ t

r e a d y  f o r  t e c h n o l o g y  t h a t  t h e  R o t a r i a n s  t h o u g h t  o f  a s  n o - f r i l l s ,  b u t  t h e  i n t e n d e d  r e c i p i e n t s  s a w  a s  o v e r l y  c o m p l i c a t e d .  “ T h e

c o m m u n i t y  d i d n ’ t  w a n t  i t ,  a n d  i n  f a c t  t h e  p r o j e c t  h a d  t o  b e  r e d e s i g n e d .  I t  c o s t  t h e  p r o j e c t  a  c o u p l e  o f  y e a r s , ”  s a y s  M a r k

B a l l a ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  R o t a r y  C l u b  o f  B o x  H i l l  C e n t r a l ,  A u s t r a l i a ,  a n d  v i c e  c h a i r  o f  t h e  W a t e r ,  S a n i t a t i o n ,  a n d  H y g i e n e

( W A S H )  R o t a r y  A c t i o n  G r o u p .  “ P e o p l e  t h o u g h t  i t  w a s  a  g r e a t  i d e a  b u t  d i d n ’ t  t h i n k  a b o u t  t h e  c u l t u r a l  a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s .

T h a t ’ s  s o  i m p o r t a n t  w h e n  d e v e l o p i n g  a  p r o j e c t . ”

P a r t  o f  t h e  p r o b l e m  w a s  t h a t  t h e  p r o j e c t  m a d e  t o o  a m b i t i o u s  a  l e a p .  O n e  t o o l  t h a t  c o u l d  h e l p  i s  t h e  s a n i t a t i o n  l a d d e r ,  a

g r a p h i c  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  l e v e l s  o f  s a n i t a t i o n  s e r v i c e  t h a t  m i g h t  e x i s t  i n  a  c o m m u n i t y .  “ I t  h e l p s  y o u  v i s u a l i z e  t h e

p r o g r e s s i v e  s t e p s  t o  t a k e  t o  r a i s e  u p  a  c o m m u n i t y  f r o m  h a v i n g  a b s o l u t e l y  n o  s e r v i c e s  t o  h a v i n g  t h e  h i g h e s t  q u a l i t y  a n d

m o s t  r e l i a b l e  s e r v i c e s , ”  s a y s  E r i c a  G w y n n ,  t h e  W A S H  a r e a  o f  f o c u s  m a n a g e r  f o r  T h e  R o t a r y  F o u n d a t i o n .  D e v e l o p e d  b y  t h e

W o r l d  H e a l t h  O r g a n i z a t i o n / U N I C E F  J o i n t  M o n i t o r i n g  P r o g r a m m e  f o r  W a t e r  S u p p l y ,  S a n i t a t i o n ,  a n d  H y g i e n e ,  t h e

s a n i t a t i o n  l a d d e r  c o n c e p t  c a n  h e l p  R o t a r y  c l u b s  d e s i g n  a  n e e d s  a s s e s s m e n t ,  u n d e r s t a n d  a  c o m m u n i t y ’ s  s a n i t a t i o n  l e v e l ,  a n d

s e t  g o a l s  f o r  a  p r o j e c t .
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‘ T h e  s a n i t a t i o n  l a d d e r  s h o w s  t h e  g r a d u a l  s t e p s  c o m m u n i t i e s  m a y  t a k e  i n  i m p r o v i n g  t h e i r  f a c i l i t i e s .

A t  t h e  b o t t o m  r u n g  o f  t h e  s a n i t a t i o n  l a d d e r  i s  o p e n  d e f e c a t i o n ,  w h e t h e r  i t  t a k e s  p l a c e  i n  a  f i e l d ,

f o r e s t ,  b o d y  o f  w a t e r ,  o r  o t h e r  o u t d o o r  a r e a .  “ A  r a i n s t o r m  i s  g o i n g  t o  c a r r y  t h o s e  f e c e s  a c r o s s  a

w i d e r  r a n g e  o f  s p a c e , ”  G w y n n  s a y s ,  “ a n d  w i t h  t h a t  c o m e s  t h e  t r a n s m i s s i o n  o f  d i s e a s e s . ”  E v e r y  t w o

m i n u t e s ,  s o m e w h e r e  i n  t h e  w o r l d ,  a  c h i l d  u n d e r  f i v e  d i e s  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  p o o r  s a n i t a t i o n ,  p o o r

h y g i e n e ,  o r  u n s a f e  d r i n k i n g  w a t e r .

“ T h e  i m p a c t  o f  b e i n g  a t  t h a t  b o t t o m  r u n g  i s  d r a s t i c , ”  B a l l a  s a y s .  O n  a  b u s i n e s s  t r i p  t o  I n d i a  i n  2 0 1 2 ,

h e  s a w  h o w  t h e  l e v e l  o f  s a n i t a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  c a n  h a v e  a l l  s o r t s  o f  i m p a c t s  b e y o n d  d i s e a s e

t r a n s m i s s i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  e d u c a t i o n a l  d i s p a r i t i e s  f o r  g i r l s ,  w h o  m a y  l e a v e  s c h o o l

w h e n  t h e y  r e a c h  t h e i r  t e e n s  i f  t h e r e  a r e  n o  t o i l e t  f a c i l i t i e s .

O n e  s t e p  u p  i s  “ u n i m p r o v e d ”  —  t h a t ’ s  t h e  d i s p o s a l  o f  f e c e s  i n  a  p i t  o r  b u c k e t .  I t ’ s  m o r e  c o n t a i n e d ,

b u t  a n  u n l i n e d  p i t  i s  s t i l l  i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  s o i l ,  a n d  a  h e a v y  r a i n s t o r m  w i l l  t r a n s m i t  d i s e a s e s .  A n d

p o o p  i n  a  b u c k e t  h a s  t o  b e  e m p t i e d  s o m e w h e r e .  “ I t ’ s  n o t  r e a l l y  c o n t a i n e d  —  i t ’ s  t e m p o r a r i l y

c o n t a i n e d , ”  G w y n n  s a y s .

A t  t h e  n e x t  s t e p  u p  t h e  l a d d e r  a r e  l a t r i n e s  t h a t  a r e  s h a r e d  a m o n g  h o u s e h o l d s ;  o n  t h i s  r u n g ,

f a c i l i t i e s  a r e  d e s i g n a t e d  a s  “ l i m i t e d . ”  T h i s  i s  a n  i m p r o v e m e n t  o v e r  t h e  t w o  p r e v i o u s  s t e p s ,  b u t

s h a r e d  f a c i l i t i e s  a r e  o f t e n  d e t a c h e d  f r o m  h o m e s ,  w h i c h  c a n  l e a d  f a m i l i e s  t o  f e e l  l e s s  o w n e r s h i p  a n d

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  l a t r i n e .  “ I t  e n d s  u p  f i l l i n g  u p  q u i c k e r ,  o r  s o m e t i m e s  o n e  f a m i l y

c a n ’ t  a f f o r d  t o  p a y  t o  e m p t y  t h e  l a t r i n e , ”  G w y n n  s a y s .  “ O f t e n ,  w e  s e e  l o n g - t e r m  m a n a g e m e n t  o f

t h e s e  f a c i l i t i e s  t h a t  i s  n o t  o p t i m a l . ”

“ B a s i c ”  f a c i l i t i e s ,  t h e  n e x t  s t e p  u p ,  i n c l u d e  i m p r o v e d  f a c i l i t i e s  t h a t  a r e  n o t  s h a r e d  w i t h  a n o t h e r

h o u s e h o l d .  T h i s  g o a l  l o o k s  a t  s a f e t y  a s  w e l l  a s  a c c e s s :  l a t r i n e s  w i t h  l i n e d  p i t s  t h a t  h e l p  m i n i m i z e

t h e  s p r e a d  o f  f e c a l  m a t t e r  a n d  s a f e  p l a t f o r m s  s u c h  a s  c o n c r e t e  s l a b s  t h a t  u s e r s  c a n  s t a n d  o n

w i t h o u t  t h e  r i s k  o f  f a l l i n g  i n .

A t  t h e  t o p  r u n g  o n  t h e  s a n i t a t i o n  l a d d e r ,  a n d  t h e  t a r g e t  o f  t h e  s a n i t a t i o n - r e l a t e d  S u s t a i n a b l e

D e v e l o p m e n t  G o a l ,  a r e  “ s a f e l y  m a n a g e d ”  f a c i l i t i e s .  A t  t h i s  l e v e l ,  n o t  o n l y  d o e s  a  h o u s e h o l d  h a v e

a c c e s s  t o  i t s  o w n  t o i l e t ,  b u t  t h e  w a s t e  i s  s a f e l y  c o l l e c t e d  a n d  t r e a t e d .  “ N o w  w e ’ r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  t h e

f u l l  c y c l e  o f  w h a t  h a p p e n s  t o  y o u r  f e c e s , ”  G w y n n  s a y s .  S a f e l y  m a n a g e d  f a c i l i t i e s  s o l v e  m a n y  o f  t h e

p r o b l e m s  c a u s e d  b y  s h a r e d  f a c i l i t i e s  s u c h  a s  a  p i t  l a t r i n e  i n  a  s l u m .  T h a t  p i t  l a t r i n e  m a y  b e  l i n e d

a n d  h a v e  a  n i c e  s l a b  o n  i t .  B u t  i t  f i l l s  u p  f a s t ,  a n d  t h e  w a y  t h e  w a s t e  i s  c o l l e c t e d  a n d  d i s p o s e d  o f  i s

u n s a f e  —  s o m e b o d y  h a s  t o  g o  i n t o  t h e  h o l e  a n d  b r i n g  t h e  w a s t e  o u t ,  a n d  t h e n  i t  i s  d u m p e d  i n t o  a

n e a r b y  r i v e r .  “ H o w  a r e  w e  p r o t e c t i n g  a n y b o d y  a n y  d i f f e r e n t l y  t h a n  i f  w e  d i d  o p e n  d e f e c a t i o n ? ”  s h e

a s k s .

B a l l a  a n d  G w y n n  s t r e s s  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  a  n e e d s  a s s e s s m e n t  —  a  s t e p  t h a t  i s  r e q u i r e d  b y  T h e

R o t a r y  F o u n d a t i o n  f o r  a n y  g l o b a l  g r a n t  a p p l i c a t i o n  —  t o  d e t e r m i n e  w h e r e  a  c o m m u n i t y  l a n d s  o n  t h e

s a n i t a t i o n  l a d d e r  a n d  w h e r e  r e s i d e n t s  a s p i r e  t o  b e .  T h e  c o m m u n i t y  n e e d s  t o  d r i v e  t h e  p r o j e c t  i n

o r d e r  t o  a r r i v e  a t  t h e  m o s t  s u s t a i n a b l e  s o l u t i o n .

W h i l e  t h e  F o u n d a t i o n  w i l l  n o t  f u n d  p r o j e c t s  o n  t h e  “ u n i m p r o v e d ”  r u n g  o f  t h e  l a d d e r ,  R o t a r y  c l u b s

t h a t  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  d o i n g  s a n i t a t i o n  p r o j e c t s  s h o u l d  b e  w a r y  o f  j u m p i n g  t o o  m a n y  s t e p s  a t  a  t i m e .

“ W e  d o n ’ t  a l w a y s  h a v e  t o  a i m  f o r  t h e  u l t i m a t e  r u n g  o n  t h e  l a d d e r ,  w h i c h  i s  ‘ s a f e l y  m a n a g e d , ’ ”

G w y n n  s a y s ,  a l t h o u g h  s h e  n o t e s  t h a t  t h e  f i n a l  g o a l  i s  t o  g e t  t h e r e .  “ B u t  s o m e t i m e s  i t ’ s  m u c h  m o r e

f e a s i b l e  a n d  a f f o r d a b l e  t o  g o  o n e  o r  t w o  r u n g s  u p  t h e  l a d d e r  a t  a  t i m e .  B e h a v i o r  c h a n g e  i s  v e r y

d i f f i c u l t  i f  y o u  t a k e  t o o  b i g  o f  a  j u m p . ”

R e m e m b e r ,  
O p p o r t u n i t i e s  a r e  l i k e  s u n r i s e s  –  I f  y o u  w a i t  t o o  l o n g  y o u  m i s s  t h e m !

DEBBIE'S MUSINGS PART 4

I t  s t a r t e d  w i t h  a  p h o n e  c a l l  a n d  e s c a l a t e d  q u i c k l y .  4 0 0  R F S  a n d  F i r e  a n d  R e s c u e

p e r s o n n e l  w e r e  d u e  i n  P o r t  M a c q u a r i e  t h a t  n i g h t  a n d  n e e d e d  t o  b e  f e d  f o r  a t  l e a s t  t h e

n e x t  1 0  d a y s .  W i t h i n  2  h o u r s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m  t h e  3  P o r t  M a c q u a r i e  R o t a r y  c l u b s  a s

w e l l  a s  t h e  R o t a r a c t  C l u b  w e r e  a t  t h e  i n d o o r  b a s k e t b a l l  s t a d i u m  t o  p l a n  a  s t r a t e g y  t o

m e e t  t h i s  n e e d .  W e  a l s o  i n c l u d e d  t h e  c o m b i n e d  L i o n s  c l u b s  o f  P o r t  M a c q u a r i e  a n d

T a c k i n g  P o i n t

S t a r t i n g  a t  6  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g  a n d  o p e r a t i n g  o n  a  t w o  d a y  r o s t e r  e a c h  c l u b ,  w e  c o o k  a  h o t

b r e a k f a s t  a n d  d i s t r i b u t e  l u n c h  p a c k s  a n d  w a v e  t h e m  o f f .

T h e y  a r r i v e  b a c k  l a t e  a f t e r n o o n ,  h a v e  a  s h o w e r  a n d  r e l a x  a n d  t h e n  w e  s e r v e  t h e m  a

d e l i c i o u s  d i n n e r  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  p r e p a r e d  b y  a n  e x t e r n a l  c a t e r e r .

I t ’ s  a  w o n d e r f u l  e x a m p l e  o f  h o w  q u i c k l y  s e r v i c e  c l u b s  c a n  c o m e  t o g e t h e r  t o  f i l l  a

c o m m u n i t y  n e e d  a n d  s t r e n g t h e n  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e t w e e n  a l l  t h e  c l u b s .

H e a t h e r  M a y n e  P o r t  W e s t ,  C o l  N o r t o n  P o r t  S u n r i s e ,  E l i z a b e t h  F i e l d i n g  P o r t  M a c q u a r i e

COMMUNITY RALLIES AS FLOODS PEAK




