
Happy Father’s Day to all those dads out there! – “To the world you are a dad, to our family you are the world”

As you all appear to be following my all Australian Adventure with amusement, I thought I would recount a somewhat
embarrassing trip out to Moree. I would like to preface this and say that I am not a collector of tickets and never have been. I
made it to Inverell by staying on the main highways (tarmac) and those that had recognisable service stations and plumbed
amenities. I was heading out to Delungra where my parents used to live. As you leave Inverell there is a 50km area followed by
an 80km area. Unfortunately, I was distracted and thought I was on the wrong road and exceeded the limit. Next thing there
was a flashing blue and red light in my mirror and one of the local constabularies at my side on his motor bike. I await
Australian Post-delivery of my infringement notice!

Mondays visit to Warialda was rather special. Thank you to President Peter Hancock and Secretary Phillip Ledingham for
hosting me. I had the pleasure in inducting a lovely young lady Ardina Jackson into Rotary. Congratulations, Ardina and
welcome to the world of Rotary.

I know the members are excited about the prospect of their Facebook page now you have set it up for them. Please go on to
Facebook and give them a like. https://www.facebook.com/WarialdaRotary/?ref=page_internal

The club has been busy this weekend at the local camp draft, feeding all the patrons. They are involved in Art Auctions,
cleaning up of crown land, Golf Days, Battery Drives, and actively involved in the local schools, finding participants for Rotary
Youth programs and supporting the camp for the blind.

Tuesday, I visited Moree on Gwydir club. At this point I would like to thank Secretary Linda Meppem and members for hosting
me at their dinner meeting. I would also like to extend my best wishes for a speedy recovery to their president Gregg
Humphries who was unable to attend that evening. I was treated to a four-course meal at their meeting! The club is involved
in many community projects including a duck race, camp draft BBQ’s. They connect with other clubs in the state and are
looking at funding a covered eating area for one of their schools. They are also looking a supporting a driver education
programs by providing simulators for students to learn to drive safely. The are active supporters of Ronald McDonald House.

I would like to thank AG Bruce George for accompanying me on my visits in his cluster.
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S e p t e m b e r  7  -  D G  v i s i t  t o

W o o l g o o l g a

S e p t e m b e r  8  -  D G  v i s i t  t o

W i n g h a m

S e p t e m b e r  1 0  -  D G  v i s i t

t o  B e l l i n g e n

S e p t e m b e r  1 4  -  D G  v i s i t

t o  L a u r i e t o n

S e p t e m b e r  1 5  -  D G  v i s i t

L o w e r  M i d  N o r t h  C o a s t

S e p t e m b e r  1 8  -  D G  v i s i t

t o  L i g h t n i n g  R i d g e

S e p t e m b e r  1 8 - 2 0  -  Z o n e  8

R o t a r y  C o n f e r e n c e  o n l i n e

S e p t e m b e r  1 9  -

C o o n a m b l e  D e b u t a n t  B a l l

S e p t e m b e r  2 1 - 2 4  -  R Y A G

D a i r y  W i n g h a m

S e p t e m b e r  2 1  -  D G  v i s i t

G l e n  I n n e s

S e p t e m b e r  2 2  -  D G  v i s i t

t o  G u y r a

S e p t e m b e r  i s  b a s i c

e d u c a t i o n  a n d  l i t e r a c y

m o n t h .   R o t a r y ’ s  g o a l  i s  t o

e m p o w e r  c o m m u n i t i e s  t o

s u p p o r t  b a s i c  e d u c a t i o n ,

r e d u c e  g e n d e r  d i s p a r i t y  i n

e d u c a t i o n ,  a n d  i n c r e a s e

a d u l t  l i t e r a c y .

S E P T E M B E R  2 0 2 0

10

MUSINGS FROM THE DGCALENDAR

C e l e b r a t e  y o u r  

m e m b e r s

E-NEWS CONTACT
I f  y o u  h a v e  s o m e t h i n g

f o r  t h e  E - n e w s  p l e a s e

e m a i l  e d i t o r  L a u r a

T e l f o r d  a t

l a u r a . t e l f o r d @ r o t a r a c t .

o r g . a u  b e f o r e  5 p m  o n

F r i d a y  t o  m a k e  s u r e  i t

w i l l  a p p e a r  i n  t h e  n e x t

e d i t i o n !  

THIS ISSUE
R o a d t r i p p i n g  w i t h  t h e  D G

U p d a t e  f r o m  T a m w o r t h  W e s t

U p d a t e  o n  D i s t r i c t  g r a n t s  

H a t s  o f f  f o r  M e n t a l  H e a l t h



MUSINGS FROM DG DEBBIE CONT.
F o r  s o m e  A G ’ s  t h e y  m u s t  t r a v e l  q u i t e  a  w a y  a f t e r  a  d a y ’ s  w o r k  i n  o r d e r  t o  b e  i n  a t t e n d a n c e

a n d  s u p p o r t  m e  a t  c l u b  m e e t i n g s .  I  k n o w  B r u c e  a n d  K a t e  t r a v e l l e d  a n  h o u r  a n d  a  h a l f  i n  o r d e r

t o  s u p p o r t  m e  a t  B a r r a b a  a n d  s i m i l a r l y  a t  M o r e e  a n d  t h e n  d r i v e  h o m e  a f t e r w a r d s .  I  r e a l l y

a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  s u p p o r t  a n d  t h e  i n p u t  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  l o c a l  k n o w l e d g e  t h e y  h a v e  g i v e n .

W h a t  h a v e  I  l e a r n e d  f r o m  m y  v i s i t s  s o  f a r ? I  h a v e  l e a r n e d  t h a t  R o t a r i a n s  f o r m  s t r o n g

f r i e n d s h i p s  i n  t h e i r  c l u b s .  T h e i r  c l u b s  a r e  p a r t  o f  t h e  l o c a l  c o m m u n i t y ,  a n d  l o c a l  c o m m u n i t y  i s

s o m e t h i n g  t h e y  h o l d  v e r y  c l o s e  t o  t h e i r  h e a r t s .  T h e s e  f r i e n d s h i p s  a r e  g o l d .  T h e y  k n o w  e a c h

o t h e r ’ s  h i s t o r y ,  t h e i r  f a m i l y  h i s t o r y  a n d  a r e  t h e r e  f o r  e a c h  o t h e r  n o  m a t t e r  w h a t  o r  h o w  h a r d

t h e  g o i n g  g e t s .  T h e y  g o  t h e  e x t r a  m i l e  t o  h e l p  s o m e o n e  i n  n e e d .  I n  t h i s  y e a r  w h e r e  C o v i d  h a s

a f f e c t e d  a l l  c l u b s  a n d  t h e i r  f u n d r a i s i n g  a b i l i t i e s  I  t a k e  a w a y  w i t h  m e  a  c e r t a i n  a m o u n t  o f  p r i d e

i n  o u r  m e m b e r s  a n d  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  k e e p  g o i n g  i n  d i f f i c u l t  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  C o m m u n i t y  s e r v i c e

i s  s a i d  t o  b e  t h e  ‘ H e a r t b e a t  o f  R o t a r y ’  a n d  I  h a v e  s e e n  h o w  c o m m u n i t y  s e r v i c e  h a s  t a k e n  t h e

p l a c e  o f  f u n d r a i s i n g  i n  o r d e r  t o  s u p p o r t  t h o s e  c o m m u n i t i e s  w h o  h a v e  s u f f e r e d  d r o u g h t ,

b u s h f i r e ,  f l o o d  a n d  n o w  p a n d e m i c .  W e  h a v e  s o m e  a m a z i n g  r e s i l i e n t  p e o p l e  i n  R o t a r y  –  T h a n k

Y o u !

R e m e m b e r

Opportunities are like sunrises - If you wait too long you miss them!

T h i s  y e a r ,  C O V I D  h a s  m a d e  p l a n n i n g  a n d  r u n n i n g

t h e  a n n u a l   P o l i o  M o v i e  E v e n t   m u c h  m o r e

c h a l l e n g i n g  t h a n  u s u a l !    T h e r e  w i l l  b e  i s s u e s  i n

s o m e  l o c a t i o n s  b u t ,  w i t h  a p p r o p r i a t e  m e a s u r e s ,

s u c h  a s  m a s k s ,  s a n i t i s e r  a n d  s e n s i b l e  s e a t i n g

a r r a n g e m e n t s ,  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  f o r  e v e n t s  t o  g o  a h e a d

i n  m o s t  a r e a s . T h i s  y e a r ’ s  m o v i e  i s   I  A m  W o m a n .    I t ’ s

t h e  s t o r y  o f  A u s t r a l i a n  s i n g e r / s o n g w r i t e r ,   H e l e n

R e d d y ,  w h o  s h o t  t o  g l o b a l  s t a r d o m  i n  t h e  s e v e n t i e s .  

W h i l e  s e t  i n  t h e  U S ,  t h e  m o v i e  i s  a n  A u s t r a l i a n

p r o d u c t i o n  s h o t  i n  S y d n e y .     T i l d a  C o b h a m - H e r v e y   i s

s e n s a t i o n a l  i n  t h e  l e a d  r o l e .

R e s o u r c e s  t o  h e l p  c l u b s  i n c l u d e :

A  P o w e r P o i n t  f i l e  t h a t  c l u b s  c a n  u s e  t o  q u i c k l y

c r e a t e  m a r k e t i n g  m a t e r i a l s :

h t t p s : / / w w w . d r o p b o x . c o m / s / u e t r x 8 y k b 4 4 k n 2 d / I A W

_ P r o m o _ C l u b T e m p l a t e . p p t x ? d l = 0

A N D  t e x t  f o r  c l u b  n e w s l e t t e r s  a n d  s o c i a l  m e d i a

p o s t s :

h t t p s : / / w w w . d r o p b o x . c o m / s / l o 6 v 0 8 p 0 h w 1 q w m c / I A

W _ P o s t s _ A u s _ C l u b s . d o c x ? d l = 0

T h e   I  A m  W o m a n   t r a i l e r   i s  a v a i l a b l e  o n  Y o u T u b e .

W e  a l s o  h a v e  a  n e w   s h o r t  v i d e o   o n  R o t a r y ’ s  p o l i o

v a c c i n a t i o n  p r o g r a m s

POLIO PLUS MOVIE NIGHT WILL LOOK DIFFERENT

https://www.dropbox.com/s/uetrx8ykb44kn2d/IAW_Promo_ClubTemplate.pptx?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/lo6v08p0hw1qwmc/IAW_Posts_Aus_Clubs.docx?dl=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hf58dxvkG9A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BkuJR7TBxms&feature=youtu.be


HATS OFF FOR MENTAL HEALTH

E v e r y  O c t o b e r ,  A u s t r a l i a n  R o t a r y  H e a l t h  e n c o u r a g e s  R o t a r y  C l u b s ,  b u s i n e s s e s ,  a n d  i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  g e t  i n v o l v e d

i n  H a t  D a y  a s  p a r t  o f   ‘ L i f t  t h e  L i d  o n  M e n t a l  I l l n e s s ’ ,  I f  y o u  a r e  s t r u g g l i n g  f o r  i d e a s  t o  c e l e b r a t e  t h e  m o n t h . . .

t h e s e  m i g h t  h e l p !

H o s t  a n  o n l i n e  t r i v i a / r a f f l e  s e s s i o n :

Y o u  m a y  w a n t  t o  g e t  a  g r o u p  o f  p e o p l e  t o g e t h e r  f o r  a  t r i v i a / r a f f l e  n i g h t  o n  Z o o m .  A  b i t  o f  f r i e n d l y  c o m p e t i t i o n

i s  a l w a y s  f u n .  P l u s ,  p r i z e s  c o u l d  b e  a w a r d e d  t o  t h o s e  w i t h  t h e  b e s t / f u n n i e s t / q u i r k i e s t  h a t s !

T e a m  U p  w i t h  C l u e  D e t e c t i v e  P u z z l e  A g e n c y :

T h e   C l u e  D e t e c t i v e  P u z z l e  A g e n c y ,  f o u n d e d  b y  R o t a r i a n  C a t h e r i n e  E a g l e s o n ,  i s  t e a m i n g  u p  w i t h  R o t a r y  C l u b s

t o  s e l l  p u z z l e  m e m b e r s h i p s  o n l i n e  a s  a  c o n t a c t - f r e e  w a y  t o  f u n d r a i s e  f o r  R o t a r y  p r o j e c t s  a n d  L i f t  t h e  L i d  o n

M e n t a l  I l l n e s s .  Y o u  m a y  e v e n  w a n t  t o  g e t  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a  g r o u p  o n l i n e  t o  s o l v e  p u z z l e s  t o g e t h e r .   F i n d  o u t

m o r e .

A s k  A u s t r a l i a n  R o t a r y  H e a l t h  t o  H e l p  Y o u  O r g a n i s e  a  M e n t a l  H e a l t h  S p e a k e r :

A u s t r a l i a n  R o t a r y  H e a l t h  i s  f u n d i n g  p l e n t y  o f  M e n t a l  H e a l t h  r e s e a r c h e r s  w h o  a r e  m o r e  t h a n  h a p p y  t o  p r e s e n t

t h e i r  r e s e a r c h  t o  R o t a r y  C l u b s .   G e t  i n  t o u c h  w i t h  o u r  o f f i c e   t o  o r g a n i s e  a  s p e a k e r  a t  y o u r  n e x t  C l u b  m e e t i n g .   

B a k e  S o m e  H a t - T h e m e d  T r e a t s :

W h e t h e r  i t  b e  b i s c u i t s ,  c u p c a k e s ,  o r  p a n c a k e s ,  b a k i n g  ‘ h a t - t h e m e d ’  t r e a t s  c o u l d  b e  a  d e l i c i o u s  w a y  t o  r a i s e

m o n e y  f o r  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  r e s e a r c h .  A  s i m p l e  o n l i n e  t r a n s a c t i o n  a n d  d e l i v e r y  t o  s o m e o n e ’ s  d o o r s t e p  c a n  m a k e

t h e  p r o c e s s  ‘ c o n t a c t l e s s ’ .  D o n ’ t  f o r g e t  t o  w e a r  g l o v e s  w h i l e  h a n d l i n g  f o o d !

D e c o r a t e  Y o u r  O w n  H a t s  a t  H o m e

D e p e n d i n g  o n  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  i n  y o u r  a r e a ,  y o u  c o u l d  g a t h e r  w i t h  a  s m a l l  g r o u p  o f  f r i e n d s  f o r  a  h a t - d e c o r a t i n g

c r a f t e r n o o n !  M a k e  s u r e  y o u  s e n d  u s  y o u r  p i c t u r e s !

DISTRICT GRANTS THROUGH THE ROTARY FOUNDATION

A p p l i c a t i o n s  a r e  i n v i t e d  f r o m  c l u b s  f o r  D i s t r i c t  G r a n t s  f r o m  t h e  R o t a r y  F o u n d a t i o n .  D e p e n d i n g  o n  t h e

e x c h a n g e  r a t e  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  w e  a r e  e x p e c t i n g  t o  h a v e  a v a i l a b l e  s o m e t h i n g  i n  e x c e s s  o f  A U D  $ 4 0 , 0 0 0 .  O u r  p o l i c y

i s  a  m a x i m u m  o f  $ 4 0 0 0  p e r  a p p l i c a t i o n  –  u n l e s s  t h e r e  i s  a  s h o r t a g e  o f  a p p l i c a t i o n s .  T h e r e  w i l l  b e  o n l y  o n e

g r a n t  t o  e a c h  c l u b .  A p p l i c a n t  c l u b s  m u s t  h a v e  o n e  m e m b e r  w h o  h a s  d u r i n g  2 0 0 0  c o m p l e t e d  t h e  G r a n t s

M a n a g e m e n t  S e m i n a r  o n  t h e  L e a r n i n g  C e n t r e  o n  t h e  R o t a r y  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  W e b s i t e  –  o r  i t  c a n  b e  a c c e s s e d  b y

c l i c k i n g  o n  t h i s   l i n k  h t t p s : / / l e a r n . r o t a r y . o r g / m e m b e r s / l e a r n / l p / 1 0 1 / g r a n t - m a n a g e m e n t - s e m i n a r  

A p p l i c a n t  c l u b s  m u s t  a l s o  h a v e  s e t  a  t a r g e t  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  R o t a r y  F o u n d a t i o n  t h r o u g h  R o t a r y  C l u b  C e n t r a l  o n

t h e  R o t a r y  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  W e b s i t e .  T h e r e  i s  a n  e x p e c t a t i o n  t h a t  c l u b s  w i l l  t h e m s e l v e s  c o n t r i b u t e  s o m e  a m o u n t

t o w a r d s  t h e  p r o j e c t .   D i s t r i c t  G r a n t s  c a n  b e  u s e d  f o r  e i t h e r  l o c a l  o r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p r o j e c t s .

I t  i s  u p  t o  c l u b s  t o  m a k e  t h e  c h o i c e  a l t h o u g h  G o v e r n o r  D e b b i e  L o v e d a y  h a s  e x p r e s s e d  p a r t i c u l a r  e n t h u s i a s m

a b o u t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p r o j e c t s  w h e r e  t h e r e  i s  o f t e n  g r e a t  " b a n g  f o r  t h e  b u c k . "  

T h e  2 0 2 0  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r m  c a n  b e  f o u n d  i n  t h e  D o c u m e n t s  L i b r a r y  o n  t h e  R o t a r y  9 6 5 0  w e b s i t e .  A p p l i c a t i o n s

c l o s e  o n  3 1  O c t o b e r  2 0 2 0 .  T h e y  s h o u l d  b e  e m a i l e d  t o  o u r  G r a n t s  c h a i r  E l i z a b e t h  T o l l i s  –

  e l i z a b e t h . t o l l i s @ g m a i l . c o m .  

A l t e r n a t e l y  t h e y  c a n  b e  p o s t e d  t o  h e r  a t  P . O .  B o x  5 1 9 0 ,  H a l l i d a y s  P o i n t  N S W  2 4 3 0 .

- M a u r i e  S t a c k

D i s t r i c t  F o u n d a t i o n  D i r e c t o r

https://learn.rotary.org/members/learn/lp/101/grant-management-seminar


IMAGINATION RUNS WILD IN TAMWORTH
O f  t h e  m a n y  O r g a n i s a t i o n s  a n d

C h a r i t i e s  t h e  R o t a r y  C l u b  o f  T a m w o r t h

W e s t  s u p p o r t s ,  t h e  D o l l y  P a r t o n ' s

i m a g i n a t i o n  l i b r a r y  i s  o n e  e s p e c i a l l y

w o r t h y  o f  s u p p o r t  i n  t h i s  P a n d e m i c

y e a r .  

T h e  L i b r a r y  f a c i l i t a t e s  a  f r e e  b o o k

g i f t i n g  p r o g r a m  d e v o t e d  t o  i n s p i r i n g  a

l o v e  o f  r e a d i n g  i n  t h e  h e a r t s  o f  c h i l d r e n

e v e r y w h e r e .  E a c h  m o n t h ,  e n r o l l e d

c h i l d r e n  r e c e i v e  a  h i g h - q u a l i t y ,  a g e -

a p p r o p r i a t e  b o o k  i n  t h e  m a i l ,  f r e e  o f

c h a r g e .  

C h i l d r e n  r e c e i v e  b o o k s  f r o m  b i r t h  t o

a g e  f i v e . P i c t u r e d  a r e  o u r  R C T W

P r e s i d e n t  M a l  M a c P h e r s o n  d o n a t i n g  a

$ 5 0 0 0  d o n a t i o n  c h e q u e  t o  S h i r e l e e

F r a n k s ,  a  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  f r o m  t h e

T a m w o r t h  R e g i o n a l  L i b r a r y ,  w h o

o v e r s e e s  t h e  D o l l y  P a r t o n  I m a g i n a t i o n

L i b r a r y  i n  T a m w o r t h .  

R C T W  u n d e r s t a n d s  t h e r e  a r e  n o w  1 , 0 0 0

y o u n g  c h i l d r e n  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h i s  f a b u l o u s

p r o g r a m  l o c a l l y . I f  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  f i n d

o u t  m o r e  a b o u t  D o l l y  P a r t o n ' s

i m a g i n a t i o n  l i b r a r y  p l e a s e  f o l l o w  t h e

l i n k  b e l o w :

h t t p s : / / i m a g i n a t i o n l i b r a r y . c o m / a b o u t -

u s /

YOUTH EXCHANGE
O u r  l a t e s t  Y E P P E R  i s  n o w  a v a i l a b l e

o n  o u r  w e b p a g e  D 9 6 5 0  y o u t h

e x c h a n g e  o r  u s e  t h i s  l i n k

h t t p s : / / w w w . r o t a r y y o u t h e x c h a n g e

9 6 5 0 . c o m . a u      t o  r e a d  t h e  l a t e s t

s t o r i e s  o f  h o w  o u r  s t u d e n t s  a r e

h a n d l i n g  t h e  t i m e  o v e r s e a s .

BIRTHDAY FUN
A h e a d  o f  h i s  b i r t h d a y  o n

S e p t e m b e r  1  K e n  H a l l  h a s  s e n t  a

t a r g e t  t o  r a i s e  $ 1 0 0 0  g o r  L i f e l i n e .

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n t a c t  K e n

v i a  e m a i l :  h a l l k r 3 3 0 @ g m a i l . c o m

ZONE 8 CONFERENCE
R e g i s t r a t i o n s  a r e  n o w  o p e n  f o r  t h e

2 0 2 0  Z o n e  8  R o t a r y  C o n f e r e n c e .  I t

w a s  s u p p o s e d  t o  b e  h e l d  i n  A l i c e

S p r i n g s  b u t  n o w  w e  w i l l  h a v e  t o  g o

t h e r e  v i a  t h e  i n t e r n e t .  C l i c k  h e r e

t o  r e g i s t e r !

RVFR FELLOWSHIP
R e c r e a t i o n a l  V e h i c l e  F e l l o w s h i p  o f

R o t a r i a n s   ( A u s . )  I n c  o r   R V F R   a s   i t

i s   k n o w n  b y  m e m b e r s .  R V F R  i s  a

f e l l o w s h i p  o f  R o t a r i a n s   t h a t   h a v e  a

c o m m o n  i n t e r e s t   a n d   l o v e  o f

o u t d o o r s ,   e n j o y  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n

r e c r e a t i o n a l  p u r s u i t s

i n c l u d i n g   c a r a v a n n i n g ,   c a m p i n g   v i s i

t i n g  d i f f e r e n t  p l a c e s  w i t h i n

A u s t r a l i a  m o s t  o f  a l l  t h e  f r i e n d s h i p

a n d   f e l l o w s h i p  t h a t  y o u  m a k e .

M o s t  o f  o u r  a c t i v i t i e s  o c c u r  o n  t h e

E a s t  c o a s t  o f  A u s t r a l i a  a s  t h a t  i s

w h e r e  o u r  p r e s e n t  m e m b e r s h i p

l i v e s .   F o r  c o n v e n i e n c e  m e m b e r s h i p

i s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  Z o n e s  o n  a

g e o g r a p h i c a l  b a s i s .

E a c h  z o n e ( g a t h e r i n g )   i s

a u t o n o m o u s  a n d  c o n d u c t s  i t s  o w n

m u s t e r s  ( e v e n t )  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e

y e a r .  M e m b e r s   f r o m  o t h e r

z o n e s   a r e  w e l c o m e  t o  j o i n  i n

e a c h   m u s t e r .    

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  h e a d  t o  t h e

o f f i c i a l  f e l l o w s h i p  w e b s i t e  h e r e .

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83203126355
https://imaginationlibrary.com/about-us/
https://imaginationlibrary.com/about-us/
https://imaginationlibrary.com/about-us/
https://imaginationlibrary.com/about-us/
https://imaginationlibrary.com/about-us/
https://imaginationlibrary.com/about-us/
https://imaginationlibrary.com/about-us/
https://imaginationlibrary.com/about-us/
https://www.rotaryyouthexchange9650.com.au/
https://portal.clubrunner.ca/50078/sitepage/zone-8-virtual-conference/registration
http://www.rvfr-aus.org.au/


P e t e r  B a i n e s  O A M ,  w a s  a  f o r e n s i c  s p e c i a l i s t  w h o  w a s  s e n t  t o  T h a i l a n d  a s

p a r t  o f  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  c o n t i n g e n t  t h a t  w a s  c h a r g e d  w i t h  t h e  t a s k  o f  l e a d i n g

t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  e f f o r t  o f  t h e  5 3 9 5  b o d i e s  t h a t  w e r e

r e c o v e r e d .     I t  w a s n ’ t  t h e  e n o r m i t y  o f  t h e  t r a g e d y  t h a t  s p u r r e d  h i m  t o  d o

s o m e t h i n g .     H e  h a d  p r e v i o u s l y  w o r k e d  i n  B a l i  a f t e r  t h e  2 0 0 2  b o m b i n g s  a n d

s a w  p l e n t y  o f  d e a t h  a n d  d e s t r u c t i o n  t h e r e .     N o  i t  w a s n ’ t  t h e  d e a t h  t h a t

i n s p i r e d  h i m  b u t  t h e  h o p e  a n d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  d o  s o m e t h i n g  f o r  a  s m a l l

g r o u p  o f  k i d s  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  g r o u n d s  o f  t h a t  t e m p l e  i n  a  t e n t  a t  B a n g  M u a n g .    

W h e n  H a n d s  A c r o s s  t h e  W a t e r  F o u n d e r  P e t e r  B a i n e s  O A M  f i r s t  a r r i v e d  i n

T h a i l a n d  a f t e r  t h e  B o x i n g  D a y  t s u n a m i  o n  2 6 t h  D e c e m b e r  2 0 0 4 ,  t h e  s i g h t

a n d  s m e l l  o f  d e v a s t a t i o n  w a s  o v e r w h e l m i n g .  T h e  f o r m e r  N S W  f o r e n s i c

p o l i c e  s p e c i a l i s t ’ s  j o b  w a s  t o  h e l p  w i t h  t h e  v i c t i m  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  p r o c e s s .  H e

s o o n  r e a l i s e d  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  w h a t  h a d  h a p p e n e d  w a s  f a r  g r e a t e r  t h a n

a n y t h i n g  h e  c o u l d  h a v e  p o s s i b l y  i m a g i n e d . “ W h o l e  c o m m u n i t i e s  h a d  b e e n

a f f e c t e d  a n d  f a m i l i e s  t o r n  a p a r t  –  i n  s o m e  c a s e s  g e n e r a t i o n s  o f  f a m i l y

m e m b e r s  w e r e  c o m p l e t e l y  w i p e d  o u t .  A l l  i t  t o o k  w a s  a  m a t t e r  o f  m i n u t e s

a f t e r  t h e  t s u n a m i  t o  h i t  f o r  y o u n g  c h i l d r e n  t o  s u d d e n l y  f i n d  t h e m s e l v e s

o r p h a n e d .  I t  w a s  g u t  w r e n c h i n g  t o  s e e  a n d  I  k n e w  t h a t  s o m e t h i n g  h a d  t o  b e

d o n e  t o  h e l p  –  f o r  t h e  k i d s  a n d  t h e i r  c o m m u n i t i e s , ”  P e t e r  s a y s .

I t  w a s  a  w a v e  o f  d e s t r u c t i o n  t h a t  s t a r t e d  t h o u s a n d s  o f  k i l o m e t r e s  f r o m  t h e

b e a c h e s  o f  T h a i l a n d .     I t  t r a v e l l e d  s i l e n t l y  a n d  w i t h o u t  n o t i c e  u n t i l  i t

a p p r o a c h e d  t h e  W e s t  C o a s t  o f  T h a i l a n d .     A s  t h i s  b o d y  o f  w a t e r  r a c e d

t o w a r d s  t h e  g o l d e n  a n d  t r a n q u i l  b e a c h e s  t h e r e  w a s  a l a r m  w i t h i n  t h e

a n i m a l s  a n d  b i r d l i f e  a s  t h e y  s e n s e d  s o m e t h i n g  w a s  h a p p e n i n g .

A s  t h e  w a t e r  r e a c h e d  t h e  s h o r e l i n e  i t  w a s  f o r c e d  u p w a r d s ,  c r e a t i n g  n o t  a

w a v e  b u t  a  m a s s  o f  w a t e r  t h a t  w a s  t e n  m e t r e s  h i g h  i n  s o m e  l o c a t i o n s .     T h e

p o w e r  o f  t h i s  w a v e  o f  d e s t r u c t i o n  w a s  u n s t o p p a b l e ,  i t  t r a v e l e d  k i l o m e t r e s

i n l a n d  w i t h  t o t a l  d i s r e g a r d  f o r  w h o  a n d  w h a t  l a y  i n  i t s  p a t h .     L i k e  h u n g r y

j a w s  o f  d e s t r u c t i o n  i t  c o n s u m e d  a l l  t h a t  l a y  b e f o r e  i t .     H a v i n g  d e s t r o y e d

c o m m u n i t i e s ,  v i l l a g e s ,  h o m e s  a n d  f a m i l i e s  t h e  w a v e  o f  d e s t r u c t i o n  w o u l d

r e c e d e  l e a v i n g  b e h i n d  a n  i m p a c t  t h a t  w o u l d  l a s t  g e n e r a t i o n s .     I t  c l a i m e d

g e n e r a t i o n s  o f  f a m i l i e s .     5 3 9 5  p e o p l e  w o u l d  l o s e  t h e i r  l i v e s  i n  T h a i l a n d

a l o n e .     A  m e r e  f r a c t i o n  o f  t h e  2 5 0 , 0 0 0  t o  3 0 0 , 0 0 0  l i v e s  t h a t  w o u l d  b e  t a k e n

o n  t h e  2 6 t h  o f  D e c e m b e r  2 0 0 4 .  

T h e  s i g n s  o f  d e s t r u c t i o n  a r e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  h a r d  t o  f i n d  w i t h i n  t h e  c o a s t a l

a r e a  t h a t  o n c e  w a s  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  t h e  w o r l d s  a t t e n t i o n .  B u t  t h e  s c a r s  o n  t h e

h e a r t s  o f  t h o s e  w h o  l o s t  t h e i r  m o t h e r s ,  b r o t h e r s ,  d a u g h t e r s ,  h u s b a n d s ,  w i f e

o r  o t h e r  l o v e d  o n e s ,  t h e y  r e m a i n .     Y o u  d o n ’ t  l o s e  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  p e r s o n

i n  y o u r  l i f e  a n d  g e t  o v e r  i t .     A s  a  m o t h e r  y o u  d o n ’ t  g e t  o v e r  t h e  m e m o r y  o f

t h a t  d a y  w h e n  y o u r  c h i l d  w a s  r i p p e d  f r o m  y o u r  a r m s  b y  t h e  f o r c e  o f  t h e

w a t e r .     A s  a  g r a n d f a t h e r  y o u  n e v e r  r e c o n c i l e  w i t h  t h e  c h o i c e  y o u  h a d  t o

m a k e  w h e n  i t  c a m e  t o  d e c i d e  w h i c h  o f  t h e  t w o  g r a n d c h i l d r e n  y o u  h e l d  i n

y o u r  a r m s  y o u  w o u l d  l e t  g o  o f  a n d  b e  s w e p t  a w a y  b y  t h e  w a t e r  k n o w i n g  t h a t

u n l e s s  y o u  d i d ,  b o t h  w o u l d  s u r e l y  d i e .     Y o u  l e a r n  t o  l i v e  w i t h  t h e  l o s s ,  b u t

y o u  d o n ’ t  g e t  o v e r  i t .

H a n d s  A c r o s s  t h e  W a t e r . . .  t h e  b e g i n n i n g s   W e  d i d n ’ t  s e t  o u t  t o  s t a r t  a

c h a r i t y ,  w e  d i d n ’ t  s e t  u p  a  f u n d r a i s i n g  p a g e  i n  t h e  h o u r s  t h a t  f o l l o w e d

l o o k i n g  t o  c a p i t a l i s e  o n  t h e  h u m a n  t r a g e d y  t h a t  u n f o l d e d  b e f o r e  o u r

e y e s .     O u r  o r i g i n s  o c c u r r e d  a t  a  t e m p l e  i n  B a n g  M u a n g  n o r t h  o f  t h e  e p i c

c e n t r e  o f  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  i n  K h a o  L a k ,  m o n t h s  a f t e r  t h e   a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e

w o r l d  w a s  t u r n i n g  a w a y .  

" I  c o u l d n ' t  c h a n g e  w h a t  h a d  h a p p e n e d ,  b u t  I  f e l t  I  c o u l d  c h a n g e  w h a t

h a p p e n e d  n e x t "  -  P e t e r  B a i n e s  O A M

FIRST CONFERENCE SPEAKER ANNOUCED!
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