
Hello everyone, its been a fabulous week. I hope you were all successful if you had a punt on the Melbourne Cup. I would like
to say how excited I am with the number of new Rotarians being inducted every week. Let’s keep Making Membership
Memorable! Well done team 9650.

I am hoping to see lots of you at Tamworth Showcase. Have you seen the new Agenda? We have some very exciting
presenters on both days. Sunday morning, we are showcasing some of the very special projects that have caught our
attention. I am sure you will feel very inspired when you hear about them. Don’t forget to register before Wednesday 11th
November. Just complete the registration form and return it to District Secretary Patti Parsons. Jump online and send your
money EFT to the bank account on the registration form. If you have any problems just get in contact with a member of the
District Leadership team and they will help you.

Monday, I travelled out to Wee Waa for the first time since we went on the Rotary bus trip during the drought to support the
local community. Wee Waa is a town located on the north-western slopes of the New England region in New South Wales,
Australia. The town is within the Narrabri Shire local government area and is on the Namoi River. Wee Waa is 41 kilometres
north-west of Narrabri and 571 kilometres northwest of Sydney on the Kamilaroi Highway. I was hosted by President Andrew
Greste and Kylie. Wee Waa is a small club with a big heart. Most members are not only Rotarians but contributors on many
other community boards and projects. Sometime the lines between Rotarians doing Rotary projects and Rotarians performing
“Service Above Self” are very blurred. Like most of us they are busy people and many of them farmers who at this moment in
time are working all the hours to get crops in. I really appreciated them taking time out to meet with me. The club have been
involved in many Youth projects such as Robotics sponsorship, Science and Engineering Challenge, Mock Interviews,
Swimming, drought, mental health support. They are involved in and partner with the local Aboriginal Council in the Art and
Cultural Centre that provides classes and an opportunity to sell their work. Andrew is looking at a project to invest in some
AED’s around town to support a first response to any person suffering a heart attack. One of the conversations I had with the
members was in relation to their medical centre. Wee Waa has had issues with securing a permanent doctor and medical
people for a very long time. In fact, a dedicated Medical Centre was top of the agenda 20 years ago. The Medical Centre was
born out of Rotary and to this day they are still involved. The latest being dedicated doctor housing. They have doctors that
come and go on a roster system; therefore, an urgent requirement is somewhere for them to call home for the few weeks they
are in Wee Waa. In Rotary we always talk about a Community Needs Assessment to determine what the Community needs as
a matter of urgency. Sometimes that urgent need is a doctor, something that us townies take for granted. Well done Wee Waa
you are certainly very community focused.

Wednesday, I got to attend a zoom meeting for my own club. The guest speaker was local celebrity Michael Crossland. For
those of you not familiar with Michaels story, please read this excerpt from Platinum Speakers on the web. “Michael Crossland
is one of Australia's most in-demand inspirational speakers. He is an extraordinary young man who has defied the odds to
build a life of exceptional achievements. He is one of life's true heroes.   
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f o r  t h e  E - n e w s  p l e a s e

e m a i l  e d i t o r  L a u r a

T e l f o r d  a t

l a u r a . t e l f o r d @ r o t a r a c t .

o r g . a u  b e f o r e  5 p m  o n
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MUSINGS FROM DG DEBBIE CONT.
D e s p i t e  s p e n d i n g  n e a r l y ,  a  q u a r t e r  o f  h i s  l i f e  i n  h o s p i t a l ,  h e  h a s  f o r g e d  a  h i g h l y  s u c c e s s f u l

c a r e e r  i n  t h e  c o r p o r a t e  w o r l d ,  r e p r e s e n t e d  A u s t r a l i a  i n  h i s  c h o s e n  s p o r t  a n d  f e a t u r e d  r e g u l a r l y

a c r o s s  a l l  f o r m s  o f  m e d i a .  H e  a l s o  r u n s  a  s c h o o l  a n d  o r p h a n a g e  i n  H a i t i  a n d  h a s  b e e n  p r e s e n t e d

w i t h  t h e  A u s t r a l i a  D a y  A m b a s s a d o r  r o l e  f o r  7  c o n s e c u t i v e  y e a r s .    T h e  a w a r d - w i n n i n g

d o c u m e n t a r y  o n  h i s  l i f e ,  b y  A B C ’ s  A u s t r a l i a n  S t o r y ,  h a s  b e e n  v i e w e d  b y  o v e r  4  m i l l i o n  p e o p l e .   

 D i a g n o s e d  w i t h  a n  a g g r e s s i v e  l i f e - t h r e a t e n i n g  c a n c e r  b e f o r e  h i s  f i r s t  b i r t h d a y ,  d o c t o r s  t o l d

h i m  s c h o o l  a n d  s p o r t  w e r e  n o t  o p t i o n s  -  i n f e c t i o n  a n d  f a t i g u e  w e r e  t o o  g r e a t  a  r i s k .  A s  a  b o y

M i c h a e l ’ s  o n l y  w i s h  w a s  t o  l e a d  a  n o r m a l  l i f e  a n d  b e  a b l e  t o  d o  a l l  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  o t h e r  ‘ n o r m a l ’

k i d s  t o o k  f o r  g r a n t e d  e v e r y  d a y .    M i c h a e l  c a p t u r e s  a u d i e n c e s  n o  m a t t e r  w h a t  s i z e  a n d  i n s p i r e s

e a c h  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  a c h i e v e  o n g o i n g  p o s i t i v e  c h a n g e  i n  t h e i r  l i f e .  H e  h a s  a n  a b s o l u t e  p a s s i o n  a n d

b e l i e f  i n  p e o p l e ’ s  a b i l i t y  t o  c h a n g e  d i r e c t i o n ,  a c h i e v e  s u c c e s s  a n d  b e c o m e  w h o  t h e y  t r u l y  w a n t

t o  b e .    M i c h a e l  i s  a n  A u s t r a l i a n  o f  t h e  Y e a r  f i n a l i s t ,  a n  A u s t r a l i a  D a y  A m b a s s a d o r  f o r  s e v e r a l

c o n s e c u t i v e  y e a r s  a n d  a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  h a l l  o f  f a m e  i n d u c t e e .  H e  i s  a l s o  a  N a t i o n a l  A m b a s s a d o r

f o r  C a m p  Q u a l i t y ,  C a n c e r  C o u n c i l ,  A u s t r a l i a n  C a n c e r  R e s e a r c h  F o u n d a t i o n ,  M a k e  a  W i s h ,  L i t t l e

W i n g s  a n d  H o p e  f o r  H a i t i .  Y e t  t h e s e  a r e  j u s t  a  f e w  o f  h i s  m a n y  a c h i e v e m e n t s .    F i l m  p r o d u c e r s

h a v e  m a d e  a w a r d - w i n n i n g  d o c u m e n t a r i e s  a b o u t  h i s  l i f e ,  h e  w a s  n a m e d  t h e  B u l l d o g s  s e c r e t

m o t i v a t i o n a l  w e a p o n  a n d  h e  h a s  f e a t u r e d  o n  t h e  f r o n t  c o v e r  o f  F o c u s  M a g a z i n e .  H e  h a s  a l s o

f e a t u r e d  o n  a  T V  s h o w  i n  F i j i ,  a p p e a r e d  o n  F o x  S p o r t s  N e w s ,  h a s  h i s  o w n  r a d i o  s h o w  a n d  h e  r u n s

a  s c h o o l  a n d  o r p h a n a g e  i n  H a i t i .    M i c h a e l  i n s p i r e s  m a n y  p e o p l e  f r o m  a l l  w a l k s  o f  l i f e ,  w i t h  h i s

s t o r y  a n d  i n s p i r a t i o n  o f  b e l i e v i n g  i n  y o u r s e l f  a n d  a c h i e v i n g  s e e m i n g l y  i m p o s s i b l e  d r e a m s .

M i c h a e l  h a s  a n  a b s o l u t e  p a s s i o n  a n d  b e l i e f  i n  p e o p l e ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  c h a n g e  d i r e c t i o n  a n d  b e c o m e

w h o  t h e y  t r u l y  w a n t  t o  b e  a n d  a c h i e v e  s u c c e s s .  M i c h a e l  s a i d ,  ‘ S u c c e s s  t o  m e  i s  a b o u t  w a k i n g  u p

e a c h  a n d  e v e r y  d a y  k n o w i n g  i n  m y  h e a r t  t h a t  t o d a y  I  w i l l  m a k e  a  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  s o m e o n e  e l s e ’ s

l i f e .  B y  l i v i n g  t h i s  w a y ,  w e  c a n  a l l  m a k e  t h e  w o r l d  a  b e t t e r  p l a c e ’ .

F r i d a y  n i g h t  I  w e n t  t o  t h e  s p e c t a c u l a r  o p e n i n g  c e r e m o n y  o f  R i v e r s t a g e  i n  T a r e e ,  o r g a n i s e d  b y

M a u r i e  S t a c k ,  T a r e e  B a s e  a n d  B l u e s  a n d  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  l o c a l  T a r e e  C l u b s .  J u s t  a n  a m a z i n g

e v e n i n g  o f  g r e a t  m u s i c  t h a t  r e a l l y  s h o w c a s e d  t h e  a r e a s  t a l e n t .  T h e  e v e n i n g  r a i s e d  $ 4 3 K  o n  t h e

n i g h t  w i t h  m o r e  d o n a t i o n s  t o  c o m e .  A l l  f u n d s  r a i s e d  w i l l  g o  t o  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n s  C h i l d r e n ’ s  M u s i c

F o u n d a t i o n  w h o s e  f o u n d e r  i s  D o n  S p e n c e r  O A M .  T h e  w h o l e  e v e n i n g  w a s  l i v e s t r e a m e d  b y  P l u t o

E n t e r t a i n m e n t  a n d  t h e  n i g h t s  c o n t e n t  c a n  b e  v i e w e d  v i a  t h e i r  F a c e b o o k  p a g e  a t

h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m / p l u t o i n c l u s i v e e n t e r t a i n m e n t /  T h e  e v e n i n g  w a s  h e a d l i n e d  b y  l o c a l

J a m e s  J o h n s o n  w h o  w a s  a n  A u s t r a l i a n  I d o l  c o m p e t i t o r  i n  2 0 0 8 .  P a s t o r  R u s s e l  S a u n d e r s  d i d  t h e

W e l c o m e  t o  C o u n t r y  a n d  w a s  t h e  s c u l p t o r  o f  t h e  t u r p e n t i n e  p o l e s  o n  t h e  f r o n t  o f  t h e

R i v e r s t a g e ,  d e p i c t i n g  t h e  a n i m a l s  o f  t h e  l a n d  n e a r b y  a n d  t h e  f i s h  i n  t h e  r i v e r ,  i n c l u d i n g  a  r a r e

e n d a n g e r e d  t u r t l e .   G r e a t  e v e n i n g  f o r  a n  e x c e l l e n t  c a u s e .

R e m e m b e r . . .

Opportunities are like sunrises – If you wait too long  
you miss them!

CONGRATULATIONS

DRR LAURA!
D 9 6 5 0  i s  s e n d i n g  D i s t r i c t  R o t a r a c t

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  L a u r a  T e l f o r d  a  h u g e

c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  a t  b e i n g  s e l e c t e d  a s

o n e  o f  o n l y  t h r e e  R o t a r a c t o r s  i n

A u s t r a l i a  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  R o t a r y

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A s s e m b l y  i n  F e b r u a r y .

T h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A s s e m b l y  i s  w h e r e

a l l  t h e  i n c o m i n g  D G ' s  m e e t  t o  l e a r n ,

t r a i n  a n d  p r e p a r e  f o r  t h e i r  y e a r

l e a d i n g  t h e i r  d i s t r i c t s !

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  L a u r a !

D9650 SHOWCASE
D i s t r i c t  S h o w c a s e  i s  j u s t  a r o u n d  t h e  c o r n e r  a n d  t i m e  i s  r u n n i n g  o u t  t o  r e g i s t e r  y o u r

a t t e n d a n c e !  T h e  a g e n d a  h a s  b e e n  u p d a t e d  a n d  r e f l e c t s  D G  D e b b i e ' s  g o a l  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t

b e i n g  a  d y n a m i c  a n d  i n c l u s i v e  p l a c e  t o  b e !  W i t h  a  f o c u s  o n  e n g a g i n g  c u r r e n t  m e m b e r s ,

g a i n i n g  n e w  o n e s  a n d  l o o k i n g  a t  n e w  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  S h o w c a s e  t h i s  y e a r  i s  a  D i s t r i c t  e v e n t

N O T  T O  M I S S !  R e g i s t r a t i o n s  c l o s e  o n  W e d n e s d a y  d u e  t o  C O V I D  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  n o  l a t e

r e g i s t r a t i o n s  a l l o w e d .  

A t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  E - n e w s  e m a i l  y o u  w i l l  f i n d  t h e  n e w  a g e n d a  a n d  r e g i s t r a t i o n  f o r m !  S e e  y o u

i n  T a m w o r t h !  



HEART SAVING EQUIPMENT INSTALLED 
I n  2 0 1 9 ,  t h e  R o t a r y  C l u b  o f  B e l l i n g e n  i d e n t i f i e d  a  n e e d  f o r  a c c e s s  t o

d e f i b r i l l a t o r s  i n  t h e  l o c a l  c o m m u n i t y .   M o r e  t h a n  3 0 , 0 0 0  A u s t r a l i a n s  s u f f e r  f r o m

s u d d e n  c a r d i a c  a r r e s t  e v e r y  y e a r  o f  w h i c h  o n l y  5 %  s u r v i v e .  I m m e d i a t e  a c c e s s  t o

a  d e f i b r i l l a t o r  c a n  l e a d  t o  a  7 0 %  s u r v i v a l  r a t e  i f  a p p l i e d  w i t h i n  4  m i n u t e s .  W i t h i n

1 2  m o n t h s ,  t h e  R o t a r y  C l u b  o f  B e l l i n g e n  r a i s e d  a  t o t a l  o f  $ 1 0 , 0 1 8 . 5 0  t h r o u g h  a

c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  l o c a l  c l u b  f u n d  r a i s i n g  a c t i v i t i e s ,  a  R o t a r y  F o u n d a t i o n  G r a n t  a n d

a  $ 1 0 0 0  c o n t r i b u t i o n  f r o m  E s s e n t i a l  E n e r g y  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  c o m m u n i t y  s u p p o r t

p r o g r a m .  I n  O c t o b e r  2 0 2 0 ,  f o u r  ( 4 )  l i f e  s a v i n g  D e f i b r i l l a t o r  d e v i c e s  w e r e

p u r c h a s e d  f r o m  l o c a l  C o f f s  C o a s t  s u p p l i e r ,  T a c h M e d  A u s t r a l i a  a n d  p r e s e n t e d  t o

t h e  h o s t  b u s i n e s s e s  a n d  s p o r t i n g  g r o u p s  f o r  u s e  b y  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c .  T h e

d e v i c e s  a r e  l o c a t e d  a t :  B e l l i n g e n  F i t n e s s  G y m ,  R a l e i g h U r u n g a  P h a r m a c y ,  U r u n g a

B e l l i n g e n  P h a r m a c y ,  B e l l i n g e n  C o n n e l l  P a r k ,  B e l l i n g e n .  

C a r d i a c  a r r e s t s  a r e  n o t  j u s t  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  t h e  e l d e r l y  o r  h i g h  r i s k  g r o u p s .  A

c a r d i a c  a r r e s t  c a n  o c c u r  i n  c h i l d r e n  d u e  t o  d r o w n i n g  o r  c h o k i n g ,  r e c e i v i n g  a n

e l e c t r i c  s h o c k ,  r e s p i r a t o r y  r e l a t e d  m e d i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  s u c h  a s  a s t h m a  a n d

a n a p h y l a x i s ,  t r a u m a ,  p o i s o n  o r c o n g e n i t a l  a b n o r m a l i t i e s .  U s i n g  a  d e f i b r i l l a t o r

w i t h i n  4  m i n u t e s  o n  a  p e r s o n  s u f f e r i n g  a  c a r d i a c  a r r e s t  c a n  b e  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e

b e t w e e n  t h e  c a r d i a c  a r r e s t  v i c t i m  l i v i n g  o r  d y i n g .  W h i l e  t h e  R o t a r y  C l u b  o f

B e l l i n g e n  h o p e s  t h e  d e f i b r i l l a t o r s  w i l l  n o t  n e e d  t o  b e  u s e d ,  t h e  d e v i c e s  a r e  n o w

s t r a t e g i c a l l y  p l a c e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s h i r e ,  p r o v i d i n g  t h e  v e r y  r e a l  p o t e n t i a l  t o

s a v e  l i v e s  i n  y e a r s  t o  c o m e .

31 DAYS OF GIVING LIFE
D u r i n g  t h e  m o n t h  o f  O c t o b e r  H a s t i n g s

R o t a r a c t  h o s t e d  o u r  a n n u a l  b l o o d  d r i v e  a

l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t l y  t o  t h e  n o r m a l .  W i t h  o v e r a l l

d o n a t i o n s  d o w n  d u e  t o  t h e  C O V I D 1 9

P a n d e m i c ,  w e  w a n t e d  t o  w i d e n  o u r  a n n u a l

e v e n t  t o  o c c u r  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  m o n t h  o f

O c t o b e r  r i g h t  a c r o s s  A u s t r a l i a .  W e  i n v i t e d

R o t a r a c t o r s ,  R o t a r i a n s  a n d  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e

c o m m u n i t y  t o  d o n a t e  b l o o d  a t  a n y  o f  t h e

A u s t r a l i a  R e d  C r o s s  L i f e b l o o d  b r a n c h e s  a n d

s e n d  u s  a  p i c t u r e  a s  e v i d e n c e .  W e  h a v e

m a n a g e d  t o  h a v e  1 0  d o n a t i o n s  g i v e n  s o  f a r

o v e r  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  m o n t h ,  w h i c h  i s  o n  p a r

w i t h  y e a r s ’  p a s t .  E v e r y  d o n a t i o n  s a v e s  t h r e e

l i v e s  s o  t h i r t y  l i f e s a v i n g  d o n a t i o n s  w e r e

c o n t r i b u t e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  e v e n t .  W e  a s  a  c l u b

w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s e n d  a  h u g e  t h a n k  y o u  t o  a l l  o f

t h o s e  w h o  d o n a t e d  b l o o d  d u r i n g  t h i s  e v e n t

a n d  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  a n  e v e n  b i g g e r  e v e n t

n e x t  y e a r !

I f  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  d o n a t e  b l o o d  o r  f i n d  o u t

m o r e ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  y o u r  l o c a l  L i f e b l o o d

C e n t r e  o r  v i s i t

h t t p s : / / w w w . d o n a t e b l o o d . c o m . a u /

https://www.donateblood.com.au/


T h e  C e n t u r i o n  P r o g r a m  w a s  i n i t i a t e d  m a n y  y e a r s  a g o  b y  t h e  d i s t r i c t s  i n  A u s t r a l i a  a n d

N e w  Z e a l a n d .  I t ' s  a n  e a s y  w a y  f o r  R o t a r i a n s  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e i r  c h a r i t y  T h e  R o t a r y

F o u n d a t i o n .  T h e  p r o g r a m  a s k s  m e m b e r s  t o  m a k e  a  y e a r l y  c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  A  $ 1 0 0  o r

m o r e  t o  t h e  F o u n d a t i o n ' s  A n n u a l  F u n d .  T h a t ' s  a b o u t  $ 2  p e r  w e e k .  T h i s  y e a r  t h e  A / N Z

d i s t r i c t s  a r e  l a u n c h i n g  C e n t u r i o n  W e e k  d u r i n g  t h e  s e c o n d  w e e k  o f  F o u n d a t i o n  M o n t h

f r o m  9  –  1 5  N o v e m b e r .  W i t h  R o t a r y  a b o u t  t o  c e l e b r a t e  1 0 0  y e a r s  i n  A u s t r a l i a  a n d  N e w

Z e a l a n d ,  h o w  a b o u t  b e c o m i n g  a  C e n t e n a r y  C e n t u r i o n ?  W h y ?  T h e  F o u n d a t i o n  e x i s t s  t o

h e l p  y o u  w a s  a  R o t a r i a n  t o  d e l i v e r  m u c h  g r e a t e r  i m p a c t ,  w h e t h e r  i n  y o u r  o w n

c o m m u n i t y  o r  a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d .  P l e a s e  h a v e  a  l o o k  a t  p .  1 3  o f  t h i s  m o n t h ' s  R o t a r y

D o w n  U n d e r  –  a n  e x a m p l e  o f  h o w  a  R o t a r i a n  w i t h  a  g r e a t  i d e a  c a n  a c c e s s  F o u n d a t i o n

f u n d i n g  t o  d e l i v e r  a  c o m m u n i t y  p r o j e c t  o t h e r w i s e  w e l l  o u t  o f  r e a c h .  A n d  i f  y o u  l o o k  a t  p .

1 2  y o u ' l l  s e e  t h a t  f o r  e v e r y  $ 1 0 0  c o n t r i b u t e d  i n  A u s t r a l i a  a n d  N e w  Z e a l a n d ,  R o t a r i a n s

i n  o u r  t w o  c o u n t r i e s  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  g r a n t s  o f  $ 1 8 3  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  p r o j e c t s .  A n d  t h e

g r e a t  n e w s  i s  t h a t  w e  h a v e  f i n a l l y  w o r k e d  o u t  h o w  t o  p r o v i d e  a  r e p o r t  o n  o u r  c u r r e n t

y e a r  C e n t u r i o n s ,  w h i c h  r e c o r d s  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  s i n c e  1 / 7 / 2 0  d o n a t e d  $ 1 0 0  o r  m o r e

e i t h e r  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  F o u n d a t i o n  o r  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  c l u b  ( a s  l o n g  a s  t h e  c l u b  h a s  l i s t e d

t h e i r  n a m e  a s  t h e  d o n o r ) .  T h e  r e p o r t  h a s  b e e n  p r o v i d e d  t o  o u r  A n n u a l  F u n d  C h a i r  P D G

G r e g  M o r a n  a n d  i f  y o u  w a n t  t o  k n o w  i f  y o u  a r e  o n  t h e  l i s t  j u s t  e m a i l  h i m .  A t  t h e  m o m e n t

w e  h a v e  1 6  C e n t u r i o n s  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  f r o m :  D o r r i g o  1 ,  E  C l u b  2 ,  I n v e r e l l  3 ,  P o r t  S u n r i s e

1 ,  P o r t  W e s t  2 ,  T a r e e  4 ,  T a r e e  o n  M a n n i n g  1  a n d  W a u c h o p e  2 .  L e t ' s  a i m  t o  m a k e  i t  1 5 0 0

b y  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  R o t a r y  y e a r !

- M a u r i e  S t a c k

R o t a r y  F o u n d a t i o n  C h a i r

CENTURION PROGRAM UPDATE

T h e  R o t a r y  C l u b  o f  K e m p s e y  W e s t  a r e  a s k i n g  f o r  y o u r  h e l p  t o  r a i s e  m u c h  n e e d e d  f u n d s

t o  s u p p o r t  c o m m u n i t y  p r o j e c t s  i n  t h e  M a c l e a y  V a l l e y .  T h i s  y e a r ,  w i t h  C O V I D - 1 9  l i m i t i n g

o u r  a b i l i t y  t o  r a i s e  f u n d s  i n  a  t r a d i t i o n a l  w a y ,  o u r  c l u b  h a s  d e c i d e d  t o  r u n  o u r  f i r s t

o n l i n e  r a f f l e  w i t h  s o m e  a m a z i n g  p r i z e s .  

T h e  2 0 1 9 / 2 0  M a c l e a y  V a l l e y  B u s h f i r e s  b u r n t  f o r  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  8  w e e k s  d e s t r o y i n g  6 6

H O M E S ,  3  P U B L I C  F A C I L I T I E S  a n d  1 7 0  O U T B U I L D I N G S .  T h e y  a l s o  d a m a g e d  a  f u r t h e r

1 0 0  s t r u c t u r e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  u p p e r  m a c l e a y .

A l m o s t  1 2  m o n t h s  o n  f r o m  t h e  f i r e s  s t a r t i n g ,  m a n y  r e s i d e n t s  a r e  s t i l l  l i v i n g  i n  t e n t s ,

c a r a v a n s  a n d  o t h e r  t e m p o r a r y  a c c o m m o d a t i o n .  Y o u r  t i c k e t  p u r c h a s e  w i l l  n o t  o n l y  g i v e

y o u  a  c h a n c e  t o  w i n  f a n t a s t i c  p r i z e s ,  b u t  i t  w i l l  h e l p  u s  f u n d  s o m e  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t

c o m m u n i t y  p r o j e c t s  i n  t h e s e  a r e a s  a n d  b r i n g  n o r m a l i t y  b a c k  t o  t h e s e  d e v a s t a t e d

c o m m u n i t i e s .

A l l  t h a t  w e  a s k  i s  t h a t  y o u  p l e a s e  f o r w a r d  t h i s  e m a i l  o n  t o  y o u r  c l u b  m e m b e r s  o r  f r i e n d s

a n d  f a m i l y ,  a n d  a s k  t h a t  t h e y  m i g h t  c o n s i d e r  b u y i n g  a  t i c k e t  o r  t w o .  

P l e a s e  g o  t o  h t t p s : / / w w w . k e m p s e y w e s t r o t a r y . o r g / r a f f l e  f o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  t o

b u y  t i c k e t s .

FUNDRAISER FOR A GREAT CAUSE

T h e  n e w  R o t a r y / L i o n s  M a n n i n g

R i v e r s t a g e  g a v e  b i r t h  t o  i t s  f i r s t

p r o d u c t i o n  l a s t  F r i d a y  n i g h t  6

N o v e m b e r  –  a  c o n c e r t  p e r f o r m e d

b e f o r e  a  c r o w d  o f  4 0 0  o n  t h e

b a n k s  o f  t h e  m i g h t y  M a n n i n g .

F r o m  t h e  o u t s e t  i t  w a s  a w e s o m e .

T h e  s o u n d  o f  t h e  d i d g e r i d o o  f r o m

B i r i p i  E l d e r ,  R u s s e l l  S a u n d e r s ,

s o m e h o w  e c h o e d  f r o m  t h e  r i v e r

t h r o u g h  t h e  a u d i o  p r o d u c t i o n  o f

H a m i s h  M c D o n a l d  a t  P a r a d y m e

S t u d i o s  T a r e e .  T h a t  w a s  q u i c k l y

f o l l o w e d  b y  a  d r u m  r e n d i t i o n  b y

4 0  s t u d e n t s  o f  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n

C h i l d r e n ’ s  M u s i c  F o u n d a t i o n

f r o m  l o c a l  s c h o o l s  –  k e p t  t i g h t l y

i n  c h e c k  b y  A C M F  t e a c h e r  M a t t

Z a r b .  T h e n  f o l l o w e d  a  c o n c e r t

w i t h  s o  m a n y  h i g h l i g h t s

i n c l u d i n g :  t h e  d u l c e t  t o n e s  o f

D a r r e n  J a c k ,  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  v o i c e

o f  a n  e m e r g i n g  l o c a l  v o c a l i s t  C a s s

A l y s o n ,  t h e  G o o d f e l l a s  s t a r r i n g

M a t t  Z a r b ,  S c o t t  G r e e n a w a y

M i c h a e l  E y b  a n d  B r a d  B u n y a n .

K a l i n  W o o d s  a n d  C a s s  A l y s o n

j o i n e d  t h e m  f o r  a  h a u n t i n g

r e n d i t i o n  o f  C h i l d r e n  o f

A u s t r a l i a .  T h e y  w e r e  f o l l o w e d  b y

o u r  o w n  J a k e  D a v e y  w h o  w o n  t h e

2 0 2 0  T r a v i s  C o l l i n s  s c h o l a r s h i p

a n d  w h o  c o l l a b o r a t e s  w i t h  m a n y

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a r t i s t s .  T h e  s h o w

t h e n  m o v e d  t o  a  d i f f e r e n t  t e m p o

w i t h  d y n a m i c  l o c a l  b a n d  K e a n u

J a i  L i v e ,  h e a d e d  b y  1 5  y e a r  o l d

s i n g e r / s o n g w r i t e r  K e a n u  J a i  f r o m

P o r t  M a c q u a r i e  w h o  i s  r e c e i v i n g

r e g u l a r  p l a y  o n  T r i p l e  J .  “ W e

r a i s e d  j u s t  o v e r  $ 4 5 , 0 0 0  f o r  t h e

M a n n i n g  M u s i c  P r o g r a m  o f  t h e

A C M F ”  s a i d  M a u r i e  S t a c k  o n

b e h a l f  o f  t h e  R o t a r y  C l u b s  o f  t h e

M a n n i n g  V a l l e y .  “ W e  a r e  s o

g r a t e f u l  t o  o u r  f a i t h f u l  s p o n s o r s ,

t h o s e  w h o  o p e n e d  t h e i r  w a l l e t s

o n  t h e  n i g h t ,  t o  o u r  a m a z i n g

c o m m i t t e e ,  o u r  p e r f o r m e r s  a n d  i n

p a r t i c u l a r  t o  o u r  M C  a n d  c o n c e r t

o r g a n i s e r  T a n y a  B r o w n  f r o m  B a s s

&  B l u e s .  W h a t  a  l e g e n d ,

c o m b i n i n g  w i t h  M a t t  Z a r b  i n

p u t t i n g  t o g e t h e r  a n  a b s o l u t e l y

m e m o r a b l e  M a n n i n g  R i v e r S t a g e

O p e n i n g  C o n c e r t ,  t h e  w h o l e

e v e n t  s t r e a m e d  l i v e  a n d  s t i l l

a c c e s s i b l e  t h r o u g h  T a r e e ’ s  P l u t o

E n t e r t a i n m e n t . ”

STAGE SET WITH

A BANG!

https://www.kempseywestrotary.org/raffle



