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December 14 - DG visit to
Sawtell
February 13 - District
Finance Meeting
February 20 - District
Management Meeting
February 21 - District
Management Training
March 12-14 - District
Conference
March 27 - District
Assembly Port Macquarie
April 14 - District
Assembly Tamworth
May 2 - District Assembly
Narrabri
June 26 - District
Changeover

MUSINGS FROM THE DG
This week I was invited to attend the Hastings Education Fund Annual Gala Presentation. For those of you who are not
familiar with this foundation, it is one of 40 local education foundations across Australia that assist school-leavers to access
further education and training, thus investing in the future of their rural and regional communities. Our local Foundation is the
Hastings Education Foundation and all the clubs in Cluster 3 are sponsors of this Foundation as are many local people and
businesses, including my own. However, the reality is that to shape a career or undertake further education, these young
Australians must often leave home, travel, and live in or closer to metropolitan centres. For many of them the financial,
emotional, and social obstacles are just too great, and they are unable to leave home to take up further education or jobs. CEF
has more than 40 local foundations across the country working to support young school leavers to achieve their study and
career aspirations. Local foundations are run by groups of volunteers passionate about helping rural and regional young
people to achieve their dreams. Over the past 25 years, the CEF family has grown to incorporate several local foundations, all
with their own names which are unique to their local area, hence the Hastings Education Fund (HEF).It all started in Boorowa,
NSW, in 1993, when a group of community members came together to raise funds for students who could not afford postschool training or further education. The idea soon spread and similar foundations were formed. CEF has since grown into a
family of more than 40 local education foundations across New South Wales, Northern Territory, Queensland, Victoria, and
South Australia.
CEF Executive Board Members Nick Burton Taylor AM and Julia Burton Taylor OAM were the founding members of the
organisation. Their belief in the power of local communities to change lives by providing further education, training and career
opportunities is contagious and inspirational. The CEF approach to locally based fundraising, grants and support is a proven
success. Independent Research shows that for every dollar invested in our work a return of $4.99 is created in social value –
changing the lives of young Australians, their families, and their communities. Together our foundations have helped over
6,000 young Australian become nurses, teachers, plumbers, accountants, pilots, builders, scientists, hairdressers, and
engineers. The Foundations cannot wait to support a future Australian Prime Minister!
The clubs in Cluster 3 attend these nights because it is a great organisation to be a part of and is a prime hunting ground for
RYLA participants. Have you got one near you?
AGM’s
Many of our clubs will be participating in their annual AGM’s, I hope you are all successful in filling the boards positions
needed for next year. I have put my hand up for Club Services Director and President Elect, for next year and yes, I will be a
recycled president in two years’ time. I believe that I have something different to offer this time round.
It is important for all the President Elects and Secretaries to attend President Elects Training Seminar (PETS) in 2021. The
dates for these are the 6th March 2021 in Armidale and 21st March 2021 in Port Macquarie. If you are in Port Macquarie for
the conference in March why not stay on, have a great week’s holiday, and attend PETS before you go home.
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If you have something
for the E-news please
email editor Laura
Telford at
laura.telford@rotaract.
org.au before 5pm on
Friday to make sure it
will appear in the next
edition!

MUSINGS FROM DG DEBBIE CONT.
DISTRICT CONFERENCE –
“Rotary an International Affair”
12-14th March 2021, Port Macquarie Panthers
Registrations are Open – please register at https://www.rotary9650.org.au/
We have some amazing speakers including Commissioner Shane Fitzsimmons, Peter Baines OAM, and Dr
Ray Hodgson. We will showcase some of our great local projects so please come along.
On Saturday night there will be a dinner and a show.
The show features the wonderful voices of Rob McDougall, Danielle Belle and Kerry Anne Greenland. For
those of us that went to Epiphanies Tamworth a couple of years ago, we all know how great these young
professional people are.
PUBLIC SPEAKING
Did you all get the email from our Youth Director Kate George? Semi Finals - One on the coast and one
inland on 27th & 28th February 2021.
INCOMING ROTARY CLUB OFFICERS
Please remember to update your club membership and officer information on the RI, District and RDU
databases before 1 January 2021. You will be invoiced on what members you have assigned to your clubs.
Please check it is correct. It will save all those unwanted emails asking you to pay more. Report all new or
terminated members and 2020-21 club officers no later than 1 January 2021.
Members with admission dates of 1 January 2021 or before will be counted for the January 2021 club
invoice.
Members with termination dates of 1 January 2021 or before will not be counted for the January 2021
club invoice.
If you are interested, you can see your membership changes reflected in Rotary International’s database
by signing into My Rotary.

And remember....

Opportunities are like sunrises – If you wait too long
you miss them!

IMPORTANT ROLES AS BRAND AMBASSABORS...
As brand ambassadors, we must adhere to the Rotary brand standards in order to strengthen our
recognizability and unity. Please always check and be sure that Rotary branding is used in a
correct and consistent way while sharing materials in this Facebook group and other platforms /
communication channels. Keep in mind that even good intentions are watering down Rotary
brand if not used correctly. Refresh your knowledge by taking Our Logo: Representing Rotary
course at Rotary Learning Center

ROADTRIPPING WITH DGE DAVID MAYNE
DGE David Mayne was able to take full advantage of relaxed boarder restrictions this
week to take up an invitation to attend a charter dinner evening in Stanthorpe QLD.
The Rotary Club of the Granite Belt celebrated their charter on December 12 in the
district immediately to our north D9640. DG Andy Rajapakse is a friend of D9650 recently
attending the District Showcase in Tamworth. DGE David was delighted to be able to
attend and as he prepares to lead the district come July 1 he has already committed to
continuing DG Debbie's focus on membership and enhancing the experience for current
and new members of the district. Also in attendance at the charter dinner was Jessie
Harmen and PDG Harry Durey and his wife Joyce.

TIWI ISLANDS ROTARY PROJECT: PART 2
Part 2 of the joint project between the Rotary clubs of Taree and Lower Midcoast
continued on Sunday the 29th November when President David Denning and Assistant
Governor Cluster 4, Laurie Easter travelled to Darwin where we were met by fellow
Rotarian and Executive Officer, Tiwi Land Council, Leonie Melder and Chief Financial
Officer, Derek Mayger.
On Monday morning we were picked up and conveyed to Darwin airport where we
boarded a charter flight to Bathurst Island. Arriving at Wurrumiyanga (Nguiu) airport we
were greeted by the CEO, Tiwi Land Council, Andrew Tipungwuti, Chairman, Gibson
Farmer Illortaminni and a large group of local Tiwi residents. The plan was that the RAAF
were to fly the 20 boxes of goods from the RAAF Base, Darwin to Bathurst Island with an
arrival time of 0930hrs. Unfortunately the best laid plans can sometimes hit a snag which
is exactly what happened with a technical issue grounding the C27 aircraft which had
flown from 35SQN in Amberley QLD.
Moving to plan B we decided to do a tour of the local area including the Renal Clinic
where some of the goods were to be distributed. We attempted to visit the aged care
facility where the majority of the goods were destined but due to Covid-19 issues access
was not permitted. A quick visit to the local art centre and museum then saw us back at
the main community centre where we were invited to speak on the project and Rotary.
They were very interested in how the 4 Way Test was used as the cornerstone of our
organisation and it was noted that around 30 copies of the 4 Way Test were located
around the conference table. After returning to Darwin later in the day contact was made
with the RAAF re the future transporting of the goods onto Bathurst Island. A new
schedule of 1230hrs on Friday the 4 December was provided.
Tuesday saw us take another charter flight to Melville Island, Pirlangimpi, which has a
population of less than 500 residents even though it is the second largest island in
Australia behind Tasmania. On Wednesday we were invited to attend the funeral of a
highly respected Tiwi Elder in Darwin which was attended by many dignitaries including
the Honourable Lawrence Costa and former Olympian Nova Peris. Unfortunately David
Denning had to return to Sydney on Thursday the 3 December and although quite a tight
timeframe I was placed on the passenger manifest along with the Chairman to travel with
the goods and do the handover on Bathurst Island at 1330hrs on the Friday before
heading back to Darwin Airport and catching my flight back to Sydney at 1630hrs.
Unfortunately again due to operational issues the arrival of the aircraft was delayed yet
again until after the departure of my commercial flight back to Sydney. To conclude the
project I organised for Executive Officer and Rotarian Leonie Melder, the Chairman and
Chief Financial Officer to travel on the RAAF C27 Aircraft along with the Rotary goods to
Bathurst Island which were finally delivered at 1730hrs on Friday afternoon and will be
distributed on Wednesday the 9 December.
We would like to acknowledge the tremendous support from the RAAF, the ADF, Rotary
clubs of Taree, Taree’s North, Lower Midcoast and Valley Industries, Taree who all
contributed to the success of this much valued project to the Tiwi Islands.
-Laurie Easter, AG Cluster 4.

SAM'S NATTY

KNITTERS AND

CROCHETERS
Sam Openshaw's group has been running
now for two years in the Port Macquarie
Hastings region with a focus has been on
helping those Homeless in the
Community. I have delivered everywhere
in the Hastings to the Homeless, Sr.
Marjorie's Soup Kitchen, Liberty Cottage
for Domestic Violence Victims, Port
Macquarie Base Hospital.
The Ladies make Scarves, Beanies, Rugs,
Crocheted bags, Toys anything they can
knit or crochet. Most recently we all
made a trip down South to Rainbow Flat
to give to those made homeless from the
bushfires. The Ladies also gave
Christmas Gifts for the Children.

SAME SAME BUT DIFFERENT?
Have you ever wondered whether you are on a different planet to others when
communicating. Well as parents I guess we have all thought at some stage that we
were not speaking the same language as our teenage offspring. Here’s a light
hearted look at our expectations in respect of meetings and others from a different
generation!

NEED A SPARE LEG?
Do any Rotarians need or know of an
avenue for three sets of adult
prosthetic legs to be distributed?
Please get in touch today!
We have been contacted to see if they
could be of any use to a project and
would love to give them a new home!
Please contact Sara Hankin President
of Dorrigo 17924 Rotary Club if you
can help!.
82capella@gmail.com or 0408289365

