
This week I was invited to attend the Hastings Education Fund Annual Gala Presentation. For those of you who are not
familiar with this foundation, it is one of 40 local education foundations across Australia that assist school-leavers to access
further education and training, thus investing in the future of their rural and regional communities. Our local Foundation is the
Hastings Education Foundation and all the clubs in Cluster 3 are sponsors of this Foundation as are many local people and
businesses, including my own. However, the reality is that to shape a career or undertake further education, these young
Australians must often leave home, travel, and live in or closer to metropolitan centres. For many of them the financial,
emotional, and social obstacles are just too great, and they are unable to leave home to take up further education or jobs. CEF
has more than 40 local foundations across the country working to support young school leavers to achieve their study and
career aspirations.  Local foundations are run by groups of volunteers passionate about helping rural and regional young
people to achieve their dreams. Over the past 25 years, the CEF family has grown to incorporate several local foundations, all
with their own names which are unique to their local area, hence the Hastings Education Fund (HEF).It all started in Boorowa,
NSW, in 1993, when a group of community members came together to raise funds for students who could not afford post-
school training or further education. The idea soon spread and similar foundations were formed. CEF has since grown into a
family of more than 40 local education foundations across New South Wales, Northern Territory, Queensland, Victoria, and
South Australia.

CEF Executive Board Members Nick Burton Taylor AM and Julia Burton Taylor OAM were the founding members of the
organisation. Their belief in the power of local communities to change lives by providing further education, training and career
opportunities is contagious and inspirational. The CEF approach to locally based fundraising, grants and support is a proven
success. Independent Research shows that for every dollar invested in our work a return of $4.99 is created in social value –
changing the lives of young Australians, their families, and their communities. Together our foundations have helped over
6,000 young Australian become nurses, teachers, plumbers, accountants, pilots, builders, scientists, hairdressers, and
engineers. The Foundations cannot wait to support a future Australian Prime Minister!

The clubs in Cluster 3 attend these nights because it is a great organisation to be a part of and is a prime hunting ground for
RYLA participants. Have you got one near you? 

AGM’s
Many of our clubs will be participating in their annual AGM’s, I hope you are all successful in filling the boards positions
needed for next year. I have put my hand up for Club Services Director and President Elect, for next year and yes, I will be a
recycled president in two years’ time. I believe that I have something different to offer this time round.

It is important for all the President Elects and Secretaries to attend President Elects Training Seminar (PETS) in 2021. The
dates for these are the 6th March 2021 in Armidale and 21st March 2021 in Port Macquarie. If you are in Port Macquarie for
the conference in March why not stay on, have a great week’s holiday, and attend PETS before you go home.
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MUSINGS FROM DG DEBBIE CONT.

M e m b e r s  w i t h  a d m i s s i o n  d a t e s  o f  1  J a n u a r y  2 0 2 1  o r  b e f o r e  w i l l  b e  c o u n t e d  f o r  t h e  J a n u a r y  2 0 2 1  c l u b

i n v o i c e .

M e m b e r s  w i t h  t e r m i n a t i o n  d a t e s  o f  1  J a n u a r y  2 0 2 1  o r  b e f o r e  w i l l  n o t  b e  c o u n t e d  f o r  t h e  J a n u a r y  2 0 2 1

c l u b  i n v o i c e .

D I S T R I C T  C O N F E R E N C E  –  

“ R o t a r y  a n  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A f f a i r ”

1 2 - 1 4 t h  M a r c h  2 0 2 1 ,  P o r t  M a c q u a r i e  P a n t h e r s

R e g i s t r a t i o n s  a r e  O p e n  –  p l e a s e  r e g i s t e r  a t  h t t p s : / / w w w . r o t a r y 9 6 5 0 . o r g . a u /  

W e  h a v e  s o m e  a m a z i n g  s p e a k e r s  i n c l u d i n g  C o m m i s s i o n e r  S h a n e  F i t z s i m m o n s ,  P e t e r  B a i n e s  O A M ,  a n d  D r

R a y  H o d g s o n .  W e  w i l l  s h o w c a s e  s o m e  o f  o u r  g r e a t  l o c a l  p r o j e c t s  s o  p l e a s e  c o m e  a l o n g .

O n  S a t u r d a y  n i g h t  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  a  d i n n e r  a n d  a  s h o w .

T h e  s h o w  f e a t u r e s  t h e  w o n d e r f u l  v o i c e s  o f  R o b  M c D o u g a l l ,  D a n i e l l e  B e l l e  a n d  K e r r y  A n n e  G r e e n l a n d .  F o r

t h o s e  o f  u s  t h a t  w e n t  t o  E p i p h a n i e s  T a m w o r t h  a  c o u p l e  o f  y e a r s  a g o ,  w e  a l l  k n o w  h o w  g r e a t  t h e s e  y o u n g

p r o f e s s i o n a l  p e o p l e  a r e .  

P U B L I C  S P E A K I N G

D i d  y o u  a l l  g e t  t h e  e m a i l  f r o m  o u r  Y o u t h  D i r e c t o r  K a t e  G e o r g e ?  S e m i  F i n a l s  -  O n e  o n  t h e  c o a s t  a n d  o n e

i n l a n d  o n    2 7 t h  &  2 8 t h  F e b r u a r y  2 0 2 1 .

I N C O M I N G  R O T A R Y  C L U B  O F F I C E R S

P l e a s e  r e m e m b e r  t o  u p d a t e  y o u r  c l u b  m e m b e r s h i p  a n d  o f f i c e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e  R I ,  D i s t r i c t  a n d  R D U

d a t a b a s e s  b e f o r e  1  J a n u a r y  2 0 2 1 .  Y o u  w i l l  b e  i n v o i c e d  o n  w h a t  m e m b e r s  y o u  h a v e  a s s i g n e d  t o  y o u r  c l u b s .

P l e a s e  c h e c k  i t  i s  c o r r e c t .  I t  w i l l  s a v e  a l l  t h o s e  u n w a n t e d  e m a i l s  a s k i n g  y o u  t o  p a y  m o r e .  R e p o r t  a l l  n e w  o r

t e r m i n a t e d  m e m b e r s  a n d  2 0 2 0 - 2 1  c l u b  o f f i c e r s  n o  l a t e r  t h a n  1  J a n u a r y  2 0 2 1 .

I f  y o u  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d ,  y o u  c a n  s e e  y o u r  m e m b e r s h i p  c h a n g e s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  R o t a r y  I n t e r n a t i o n a l ’ s  d a t a b a s e

b y  s i g n i n g  i n t o  M y  R o t a r y .

A n d  r e m e m b e r . . . .

Opportunities are like sunrises – If you wait too long  
you miss them!

IMPORTANT ROLES AS BRAND AMBASSABORS...
A s  b r a n d  a m b a s s a d o r s ,  w e  m u s t  a d h e r e  t o  t h e  R o t a r y  b r a n d  s t a n d a r d s  i n  o r d e r  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  o u r

r e c o g n i z a b i l i t y  a n d  u n i t y .  P l e a s e  a l w a y s  c h e c k  a n d  b e  s u r e  t h a t  R o t a r y  b r a n d i n g  i s  u s e d  i n  a

c o r r e c t  a n d  c o n s i s t e n t  w a y  w h i l e  s h a r i n g  m a t e r i a l s  i n  t h i s  F a c e b o o k  g r o u p  a n d  o t h e r  p l a t f o r m s  /

c o m m u n i c a t i o n  c h a n n e l s .  K e e p  i n  m i n d  t h a t  e v e n  g o o d  i n t e n t i o n s  a r e  w a t e r i n g  d o w n  R o t a r y

b r a n d  i f  n o t  u s e d  c o r r e c t l y .  R e f r e s h  y o u r  k n o w l e d g e  b y  t a k i n g  O u r  L o g o :  R e p r e s e n t i n g  R o t a r y

c o u r s e  a t  R o t a r y  L e a r n i n g  C e n t e r

https://my.rotary.org/en/


TIWI ISLANDS ROTARY PROJECT: PART 2
P a r t  2  o f  t h e  j o i n t  p r o j e c t  b e t w e e n  t h e  R o t a r y  c l u b s  o f  T a r e e  a n d  L o w e r  M i d c o a s t

c o n t i n u e d  o n  S u n d a y  t h e  2 9 t h  N o v e m b e r  w h e n  P r e s i d e n t  D a v i d  D e n n i n g  a n d  A s s i s t a n t

G o v e r n o r  C l u s t e r  4 ,  L a u r i e  E a s t e r  t r a v e l l e d  t o  D a r w i n  w h e r e  w e  w e r e  m e t  b y  f e l l o w

R o t a r i a n  a n d  E x e c u t i v e  O f f i c e r ,  T i w i  L a n d  C o u n c i l ,  L e o n i e  M e l d e r  a n d  C h i e f  F i n a n c i a l

O f f i c e r ,  D e r e k  M a y g e r .

O n  M o n d a y  m o r n i n g  w e  w e r e  p i c k e d  u p  a n d  c o n v e y e d  t o  D a r w i n  a i r p o r t  w h e r e  w e

b o a r d e d  a  c h a r t e r  f l i g h t  t o  B a t h u r s t  I s l a n d .   A r r i v i n g  a t  W u r r u m i y a n g a  ( N g u i u )  a i r p o r t  w e

w e r e  g r e e t e d  b y  t h e  C E O ,  T i w i  L a n d  C o u n c i l ,  A n d r e w  T i p u n g w u t i ,  C h a i r m a n ,  G i b s o n

F a r m e r  I l l o r t a m i n n i  a n d  a  l a r g e  g r o u p  o f  l o c a l  T i w i  r e s i d e n t s .   T h e  p l a n  w a s  t h a t  t h e  R A A F

w e r e  t o  f l y  t h e  2 0  b o x e s  o f  g o o d s  f r o m  t h e  R A A F  B a s e ,  D a r w i n  t o  B a t h u r s t  I s l a n d  w i t h  a n

a r r i v a l  t i m e  o f  0 9 3 0 h r s .   U n f o r t u n a t e l y  t h e  b e s t  l a i d  p l a n s  c a n  s o m e t i m e s  h i t  a  s n a g  w h i c h

i s  e x a c t l y  w h a t  h a p p e n e d  w i t h  a  t e c h n i c a l  i s s u e  g r o u n d i n g  t h e  C 2 7  a i r c r a f t  w h i c h  h a d

f l o w n  f r o m  3 5 S Q N  i n  A m b e r l e y  Q L D .

M o v i n g  t o  p l a n  B  w e  d e c i d e d  t o  d o  a  t o u r  o f  t h e  l o c a l  a r e a  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  R e n a l  C l i n i c

w h e r e  s o m e  o f  t h e  g o o d s  w e r e  t o  b e  d i s t r i b u t e d .   W e  a t t e m p t e d  t o  v i s i t  t h e  a g e d  c a r e

f a c i l i t y  w h e r e  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  g o o d s  w e r e  d e s t i n e d  b u t  d u e  t o  C o v i d - 1 9  i s s u e s  a c c e s s

w a s  n o t  p e r m i t t e d .   A  q u i c k  v i s i t  t o  t h e  l o c a l  a r t  c e n t r e  a n d  m u s e u m  t h e n  s a w  u s  b a c k  a t

t h e  m a i n  c o m m u n i t y  c e n t r e  w h e r e  w e  w e r e  i n v i t e d  t o  s p e a k  o n  t h e  p r o j e c t  a n d  R o t a r y .  

 T h e y  w e r e  v e r y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  h o w  t h e  4  W a y  T e s t  w a s  u s e d  a s  t h e  c o r n e r s t o n e  o f  o u r

o r g a n i s a t i o n  a n d  i t  w a s  n o t e d  t h a t  a r o u n d  3 0  c o p i e s  o f  t h e  4  W a y  T e s t  w e r e  l o c a t e d

a r o u n d  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  t a b l e .  A f t e r  r e t u r n i n g  t o  D a r w i n  l a t e r  i n  t h e  d a y  c o n t a c t  w a s  m a d e

w i t h  t h e  R A A F  r e  t h e  f u t u r e  t r a n s p o r t i n g  o f  t h e  g o o d s  o n t o  B a t h u r s t  I s l a n d .   A  n e w

s c h e d u l e  o f  1 2 3 0 h r s  o n  F r i d a y  t h e  4  D e c e m b e r  w a s  p r o v i d e d .

T u e s d a y  s a w  u s  t a k e   a n o t h e r  c h a r t e r  f l i g h t  t o  M e l v i l l e  I s l a n d ,  P i r l a n g i m p i ,  w h i c h  h a s  a

p o p u l a t i o n  o f  l e s s  t h a n  5 0 0  r e s i d e n t s  e v e n  t h o u g h  i t  i s  t h e  s e c o n d  l a r g e s t  i s l a n d  i n

A u s t r a l i a  b e h i n d  T a s m a n i a .   O n  W e d n e s d a y  w e  w e r e  i n v i t e d  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  f u n e r a l  o f  a

h i g h l y  r e s p e c t e d  T i w i  E l d e r  i n  D a r w i n  w h i c h  w a s  a t t e n d e d  b y  m a n y  d i g n i t a r i e s  i n c l u d i n g

t h e  H o n o u r a b l e  L a w r e n c e  C o s t a  a n d  f o r m e r  O l y m p i a n  N o v a  P e r i s .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  D a v i d

D e n n i n g  h a d  t o  r e t u r n  t o  S y d n e y  o n  T h u r s d a y  t h e  3  D e c e m b e r  a n d  a l t h o u g h  q u i t e  a  t i g h t

t i m e f r a m e  I  w a s  p l a c e d  o n  t h e  p a s s e n g e r  m a n i f e s t  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  C h a i r m a n  t o  t r a v e l  w i t h

t h e  g o o d s  a n d  d o  t h e  h a n d o v e r  o n  B a t h u r s t  I s l a n d  a t  1 3 3 0 h r s  o n  t h e  F r i d a y  b e f o r e

h e a d i n g  b a c k  t o  D a r w i n  A i r p o r t  a n d  c a t c h i n g  m y  f l i g h t  b a c k  t o  S y d n e y  a t  1 6 3 0 h r s .

U n f o r t u n a t e l y  a g a i n  d u e  t o  o p e r a t i o n a l  i s s u e s  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  a i r c r a f t  w a s  d e l a y e d  y e t

a g a i n  u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e  d e p a r t u r e  o f  m y  c o m m e r c i a l  f l i g h t  b a c k  t o  S y d n e y .   T o  c o n c l u d e  t h e

p r o j e c t  I  o r g a n i s e d  f o r  E x e c u t i v e  O f f i c e r  a n d  R o t a r i a n  L e o n i e  M e l d e r ,  t h e  C h a i r m a n  a n d

C h i e f  F i n a n c i a l  O f f i c e r  t o  t r a v e l  o n  t h e  R A A F  C 2 7  A i r c r a f t  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  R o t a r y  g o o d s  t o

B a t h u r s t  I s l a n d  w h i c h  w e r e  f i n a l l y  d e l i v e r e d  a t  1 7 3 0 h r s  o n  F r i d a y  a f t e r n o o n  a n d  w i l l  b e

d i s t r i b u t e d  o n  W e d n e s d a y  t h e  9  D e c e m b e r .

W e  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  a c k n o w l e d g e  t h e  t r e m e n d o u s  s u p p o r t  f r o m  t h e  R A A F ,  t h e  A D F ,  R o t a r y

c l u b s  o f  T a r e e ,  T a r e e ’ s  N o r t h ,  L o w e r  M i d c o a s t  a n d  V a l l e y  I n d u s t r i e s ,  T a r e e  w h o  a l l

c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h i s  m u c h  v a l u e d  p r o j e c t  t o  t h e  T i w i  I s l a n d s .

- L a u r i e  E a s t e r ,  A G  C l u s t e r  4 .

ROADTRIPPING WITH DGE DAVID MAYNE
D G E  D a v i d  M a y n e  w a s  a b l e  t o  t a k e  f u l l  a d v a n t a g e  o f  r e l a x e d  b o a r d e r  r e s t r i c t i o n s  t h i s

w e e k  t o  t a k e  u p  a n  i n v i t a t i o n  t o  a t t e n d  a  c h a r t e r  d i n n e r  e v e n i n g  i n  S t a n t h o r p e  Q L D .

T h e  R o t a r y  C l u b  o f  t h e  G r a n i t e  B e l t  c e l e b r a t e d  t h e i r  c h a r t e r  o n  D e c e m b e r  1 2  i n  t h e

d i s t r i c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  t o  o u r  n o r t h  D 9 6 4 0 .  D G  A n d y  R a j a p a k s e  i s  a  f r i e n d  o f  D 9 6 5 0  r e c e n t l y

a t t e n d i n g  t h e  D i s t r i c t  S h o w c a s e  i n  T a m w o r t h .  D G E  D a v i d  w a s  d e l i g h t e d  t o  b e  a b l e  t o

a t t e n d  a n d  a s  h e  p r e p a r e s  t o  l e a d  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c o m e  J u l y  1  h e  h a s  a l r e a d y  c o m m i t t e d  t o

c o n t i n u i n g  D G  D e b b i e ' s  f o c u s  o n  m e m b e r s h i p  a n d  e n h a n c i n g  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  f o r  c u r r e n t

a n d  n e w  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  A l s o  i n  a t t e n d a n c e  a t  t h e  c h a r t e r  d i n n e r  w a s  J e s s i e

H a r m e n  a n d  P D G  H a r r y  D u r e y  a n d  h i s  w i f e  J o y c e .  



SAME SAME BUT DIFFERENT?
H a v e  y o u  e v e r  w o n d e r e d  w h e t h e r  y o u  a r e  o n  a  d i f f e r e n t  p l a n e t  t o  o t h e r s  w h e n

c o m m u n i c a t i n g .  W e l l  a s  p a r e n t s  I  g u e s s  w e  h a v e  a l l  t h o u g h t  a t  s o m e  s t a g e  t h a t  w e

w e r e  n o t  s p e a k i n g  t h e  s a m e  l a n g u a g e  a s  o u r  t e e n a g e  o f f s p r i n g .  H e r e ’ s  a  l i g h t

h e a r t e d  l o o k  a t  o u r  e x p e c t a t i o n s  i n  r e s p e c t  o f  m e e t i n g s  a n d  o t h e r s  f r o m  a  d i f f e r e n t

g e n e r a t i o n !

SAM'S NATTY

KNITTERS AND

CROCHETERS
S a m  O p e n s h a w ' s  g r o u p  h a s  b e e n  r u n n i n g

n o w  f o r  t w o  y e a r s  i n  t h e  P o r t  M a c q u a r i e

H a s t i n g s  r e g i o n  w i t h  a  f o c u s  h a s  b e e n  o n

h e l p i n g  t h o s e  H o m e l e s s  i n  t h e

C o m m u n i t y .   I  h a v e  d e l i v e r e d  e v e r y w h e r e

i n  t h e  H a s t i n g s  t o  t h e  H o m e l e s s ,  S r .

M a r j o r i e ' s  S o u p  K i t c h e n ,  L i b e r t y  C o t t a g e

f o r  D o m e s t i c  V i o l e n c e  V i c t i m s ,  P o r t

M a c q u a r i e  B a s e  H o s p i t a l .

T h e  L a d i e s  m a k e  S c a r v e s ,  B e a n i e s ,  R u g s ,

C r o c h e t e d  b a g s ,  T o y s  a n y t h i n g  t h e y  c a n

k n i t  o r  c r o c h e t .   M o s t  r e c e n t l y  w e  a l l

m a d e  a  t r i p  d o w n  S o u t h  t o  R a i n b o w  F l a t

t o  g i v e  t o  t h o s e  m a d e  h o m e l e s s  f r o m  t h e

b u s h f i r e s .   T h e  L a d i e s  a l s o  g a v e

C h r i s t m a s  G i f t s  f o r  t h e  C h i l d r e n .



NEED A SPARE LEG?
D o  a n y  R o t a r i a n s  n e e d  o r  k n o w  o f  a n

a v e n u e  f o r  t h r e e  s e t s  o f  a d u l t

p r o s t h e t i c  l e g s  t o  b e  d i s t r i b u t e d ?

P l e a s e  g e t  i n  t o u c h  t o d a y !  

W e  h a v e  b e e n  c o n t a c t e d  t o  s e e  i f  t h e y

c o u l d  b e  o f  a n y  u s e  t o  a  p r o j e c t  a n d

w o u l d  l o v e  t o  g i v e  t h e m  a  n e w  h o m e !  

P l e a s e  c o n t a c t  S a r a  H a n k i n  P r e s i d e n t

o f  D o r r i g o  1 7 9 2 4  R o t a r y  C l u b  i f  y o u

c a n  h e l p ! .  
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