
It has been another amazing week in the world of Rotary. More new members, another five in total and that is just from my
visits. We inducted more Associate members and Alumni, more Paul Harris Fellow recognitions and I got the opportunity to
listen to two finalists from the Joan Carpenter scholarship conducted in Quirindi. Membership of Rotary has been very
memorable this week again. Keep up the good work everyone, let’s broadcast our Rotary message of who we are, and what we
do out there in the community, because the community is where we get our new members from.

Monday, I travelled out to Quirindi and had a very memorable meeting there. They have been unable to meet face to face for
some time, so it was a night of reconnecting with friends and remembering why we do what we do. I officially inducted Alice
Elsley as the president for this year and it was great to see another young person step up and have a go. We inducted two new
members, Kim Lawlor and Monique Caslick. Welcome to Rotary ladies! I was privileged to present two Paul Harris Fellows to
Nikki Robertson and PP Ian Lobsey. These two people have been outstanding in their Service Above Self. Congratulations Ian
and Nikki. During the evening we were entertained by two young ladies who apart from having beautiful voices were
embarking on what I am sure will be amazing careers in the world of entertainment. We said farewell to Des and Margaret
Waldron who were leaving the area and moving to Cairns to be nearer family, and we wish them all the very best for the
future. The club is involved in many service projects and is very Youth focussed headed up by Robert Lewis. They are involved
with NUSF, RYLA, YEP, RYAG, support of the Anglican School, in respect of kids in need. This man is an absolute dynamo.  I
wish I had his energy. He is the complete Rotarian. The evening was hosted by President Alice Elsley who has some great goals
and objectives for her year as contained in their strategic plan.

Support and Strengthen our Club:
Foster Club innovation and flexibility.
Encourage members and friends of Rotary to participate in a variety of service activities. 
Promote, encourage and deliver membership diversity.
Improve member recruitment and member retention and member satisfaction.
Develop Club leaders and indeed future National and International Rotary Leaders.
Improve community satisfaction with Rotary
Maintain an ongoing strategic outlook for the Club

Alice is supporting the deployment of 30 AED’s in the community together with the training necessary to use them. They
support Shelterbox, Drought relief and have partnered with the Rotary Club of Concord who have generously supported
financially a scholarship for a nurse and the provision of hay, food parcels and feed for farmers during the drought. They
support the MHERV van and have been involved in a Xmas carnival in partnership with the Chamber of Trade. One of the
most innovative things I have heard this year is the Farmers for Kids project. Quirindi has an airport, but it is not a commercial
airport. 
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MUSINGS FROM DG DEBBIE CONT.
F a r m e r s  i n  t h e  l o c a l i t y  h a v e  b e e n  i n v o l v e d  i n  f a r m i n g  t h e  l a n d  e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  r u n w a y s  a t  t h e

a i r p o r t .  W h a t e v e r  i s  g r o w n  h a s  b e e n  s o l d  a n d  i s  u s e d  f o r  s u p p o r t i n g  k i d s  i n  t h e  a r e a .  T h e y

d o n a t e  t w o  s c h o l a r s h i p s  a  y e a r .  T h e y  a l s o  p a r t n e r  w i t h  G a l s t o n  R o t a r y  w h e r e b y  A g r i c u l t u r a l

s t u d e n t s  c o m e  t o  t h e  a r e a  f o r  t h r e e  d a y s  f o r  A g  e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  d o i n g  t h i s  f o r

3 5  y e a r s .  M y  t h a n k s  t o  A G  S i m o n  G u e s t  f o r  h i s  s u p p o r t  d u r i n g  m y  v i s i t s .

W e d n e s d a y ,  I  w e n t  t o  m y  o w n  c l u b  f o r  t h e i r  m e e t i n g .  T h i s  w a s  a n  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  n i g h t  w h e r e  D r .

R a y  H o d g s o n  w a s  i n  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  A x e l  L u z i u s .  A x e l  e x p e r i e n c e d  b e i n g  s m u g g l e d  f r o m  E a s t

G e r m a n y  a c r o s s  t h e  B e r l i n  W a l l  ( p a r t  o f  t h e  I r o n  C u r t a i n )  i n t o  W e s t  G e r m a n y ,  h i d d e n

u n d e r n e a t h  f i l t h y  s t r a w  i n  a  c a t t l e  t r u c k .  T h e  c a t t l e  t r u c k  w a s  p a r t  o f  a  t r a i n  t h a t  t r a v e l l e d

a c r o s s  t h e  l i n e  f r e q u e n t l y .  H e a r i n g  a b o u t  t h e  p e r s o n a l  h a r d s h i p s  o f  g r o w i n g  u p  d u r i n g  t h e

o c c u p a t i o n  r e a l l y  m a k e s  y o u  r e a l i s e  j u s t  h o w  l u c k y  w e  a r e ,  a n d  t h e  s a c r i f i c e s  s o l d i e r s  m a d e  t o

g r a n t  u s  t h i s  f r e e d o m .

T h u r s d a y ,  I  t r a v e l l e d  t o  M o r e e  w h e r e  I  w a s  h o s t e d  b y  a n o t h e r  y o u n g  p r e s i d e n t  G r e g  F i s h e r .

G r e g  i s  a  R y l a r i a n  w h o  h a s  g o n e  o n  t o  j o i n  R o t a r y  a n d  n o w  i s  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  c l u b .  H e  w a s

j o i n e d  o n  t h e  n i g h t  b y  h i s  w i f e  a n d  y o u n g  s o n  w h o  t a u g h t  u s  a l l  a b o u t  m i c r o p h o n e  t e c h n i q u e

a n d  h o w  h e  c o u l d  m a s t e r  t h e  w o r d s  D a d  D a d !  G r e g ’ s  v i s i o n  f o r  t h e  y e a r  i s  t o  r e  c o n n e c t ,  g r o w

R o t a r y .  T h e y  a r e  l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  R o t a r y  p a r k  i n  t o w n  t h a t  n e e d s  r e j u v e n a t i o n .  G r e g  w a n t s  t o

r a i s e  p u b l i c  a w a r e n e s s  o f  w h a t  R o t a r y  i s  a n d  d o e s  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e i r  n e e d s .

T h e y  r u n  B B Q ’ s ,  t r i v i a  n i g h t s  a n d  a r e  i n v o l v e d  i n  p u b l i c  s p e a k i n g .  T h e y  a r e  a b o u t  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  a

j u n i o r  p u b l i c  s p e a k i n g  c o m p e t i t i o n .  Y o u t h  s e r v i c e s  f e a t u r e s  v e r y  s t r o n g l y  i n  t h i s  c l u b ,  a i d e d

a n d  a b e t t e d  b y  t h e  V i c e  P r i n c i p a l  o f  t h e  S c h o o l  w h o  j u s t  h a p p e n e d  t o  b e  a  m e m b e r  –  g r e a t  t o

c a t c h  u p  w i t h  y o u  A n g e l a ,  a n d  t h a n k s  f o r  a l l  t h e  p h o t o g r a p h s .  T h e  l o c a l  s c h o o l c h i l d r e n  a r e

r e w a r d e d  e a c h  y e a r  b y  t h e  R o t a r y  c l u b ’ s  d o n a t i o n  o f  b o o k  p r i z e s .  T h e s e  a r e  a w a r d e d  t o

s t u d e n t s  w h o  e n c o m p a s s  a n d  r e f l e c t  t h e  R o t a r y  4  W a y  T e s t  i n  t h e i r  d a i l y  l i v e s .  I  r e a l l y  l i k e d

t h i s .  Y o u n g  c h i l d r e n  a r e  l e a r n i n g  o u r  v a l u e s  a n d  g e t  p o s i t i v e  r e i n f o r c e m e n t  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s .

G r e a t  w a y  t o  p l a n t  t h e  s e e d  o f  R o t a r y  i n  o u r  y o u n g  m i n d s .  O n e  t h e  n i g h t  I  i n d u c t e d  t w o  n e w

m e m b e r s  t o  R o t a r y .  W e l c o m e  V e s n a  S t a n o j e v i c  a n d  A n g e l a  D r u e r y .  S o r r y  a b o u t  m y

p r o n u n c i a t i o n  o f  y o u r  n a m e  V e s n a .  T h e s e  t w o  l a d i e s  a r e  o u t s t a n d i n g  i n  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  f i e l d s

o f  b u s i n e s s  a n d  b a n k i n g .  V e s n a  b e i n g  a  m a n a g e r  f o r  t h e  C B A  a n d  c o - o w n e r  o f  t h e  J a c k a r o o

M o t e l .  A n g e l a  i s  a  b u s i n e s s  a n a l y s t  a n d  r e s i d e s  i n  M o r e e  w h e r e  s h e  c a n  l o o k  a f t e r  h e r  f a t h e r

f o r m e r  p a s t  p r e s i d e n t  a n d  A G  S t e w a r t  P o t t e r .  O n e  o f  t h e  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h i n g s  o n  t h e  n i g h t  w a s

V e s n a ’ s  d a u g h t e r  w a s  i n  a t t e n d a n c e .  S h e  w a s  a  f i n a l i s t  n  t h e  p u b l i c  s p e a k i n g  a n d  h e r  s i s t e r  i s

a l s o  a  c a n d i d a t e  f o r  t h i s  y e a r .

M y  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  M a k i n g  M e m b e r s h i p  M e m o r a b l e  m a d e  N a t a l y a  t h i n k  a b o u t  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h

h e r  f r i e n d s  a t  s c h o o l  i n  r e s p e c t  o f  t h i n g s  t h e y  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s e e  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .  I  h a v e  b e e n

s p e a k i n g  a b o u t  t a k i n g  R o t a r y  t o  t h e  C o m m u n i t y  a n d  a s k i n g  w h a t  R o t a r y  c a n  d o  t o  s u p p o r t  y o u r

n e e d s .  S h e  a s k e d  i f  s h e  a n d  h e r  f r i e n d s  c o u l d  c o m e  t o  R o t a r y  a n d  d i s c u s s  t h e s e  n e e d s .  T h i s  i s

e x a c t l y  w h a t  w e  w a n t  t o  s e e  a n d  h e a r .  Y o u n g  p e o p l e  s h a r i n g  t h e i r  t h o u g h t s  a n d  a s p i r a t i o n s  f o r

t h e  t o w n .  T h e y  c o u l d  b e c o m e  A s s o c i a t e  M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  c l u b  a n d  l a t e r  m a y b e  t h i n k  a b o u t

s t a r t i n g  t h e i r  o w n  R o t a r a c t  C l u b  o r  j o i n i n g  t h e  m a i n  c l u b .  W e  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  t y r a n n y  o f  d i s t a n c e

f o r  t h e  c l u b s  f u r t h e s t  o u t  a n d  h o w  d i f f i c u l t  a n d  e x p e n s i v e  i t  i s  f o r  t h e m  t o  a t t e n d  P r e s i d e n t s

E l e c t s  t r a i n i n g  a n d  A s s e m b l i e s .  S o m e  e x c i t i n g  m o m e n t s  f r o m  t h e  y e a r  h a v e  b e e n  a  “ B a c k  t o  t h e

T h i r t i e s  N i g h t ,  F a i r v i e w  F e t e ,  E n t e r t a i n m e n t  b y  t h e  A r m y  B a n d ,  G r a f f i t i  r e m o v a l ,  s u p p o r t  f o r

t h e  M H E R V  v a n .  T h e  m o s t  a m a z i n g  t h i n g  w a s  t h e  s u p p o r t  g i v e n  i n  r e s p e c t  o f  H a y  d o n a t i o n s

d u r i n g  t h e  d r o u g h t  o f  $ 6 7 K .  W e l l  d o n e .  I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t h a n k  a n o t h e r  g r e a t  R o t a r i a n  w h o

f a c i l i t a t e d  m e  o n  t h e  e v e n i n g  a n d  w a s  g o o d  f u n  a s  w e l l  M a r y  R e i n e r  w h o  i s  t h e  c l u b  s e c r e t a r y .

S h e  w a s  d e s c r i b e d  o n  t h e  n i g h t  a s  a  s l a v e  d r i v e r ,  b u t  I  a m  s u r e  t h i s  w a s  a n  a f f e c t i o n a t e  t e r m

f o r ,  “ d o n ’ t  k n o w  w h a t  w e  w o u l d  d o  w i t h o u t  y o u ” .  T h a n k  y o u  a l s o  t o  A G  B r u c e  G e o r g e  w h o  h a s

a t t e n d e d  e v e r y o n e  o f  m y  c l u b  v i s i t s  i n  h i s  c l u s t e r .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  s u p p o r t ,  s o m e  o f  t h e

v i s i t s  r e q u i r e d  s o m e  l e n g t h y  t r a v e l  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  a  w o r k i n g  d a y .  I  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  i n p u t  a n d

g u i d a n c e .  T h e s e  w a s  g r e a t  n i g h t s  o f  f u n  a n d  f e l l o w s h i p  a n d  s o  m u c h  m o r e ,  w h e r e  I  o b s e r v e d

f r i e n d s h i p s ,  f e l l o w s h i p  a n d  a  p a s s i o n  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  l o c a l  c o m m u n i t y .

T o d a y  I  h a v e  b e e n  i n v i t e d  t o  t h e  N Y S F  o r i e n t a t i o n  m e e t i n g  o n l i n e .  T h e r e  a r e  5 6 5  s t u d e n t s  w h o

h a v e  a c c e p t e d  t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  t o  j o i n  t h e  p r o g r a m  t h i s  y e a r .  T h e s e  s t u d e n t s  a r e  o u r  f u t u r e .  T h e y

w i l l  b e  a t  t h e  f o r e f r o n t  o f  s c i e n c e ,  e n g i n e e r i n g  a n d  t e c h n o l o g y  t h a t  w i l l  m a k e  o u r  o l d  a g e  o r

o l d e r  a g e  m o r e  c o m f o r t a b l e .  W e  l o o k  t o  t h e m  t o  f i n d  s o l u t i o n s  t o  t h e  c h a l l e n g e s  o f  l i v i n g  i n  a

w o r l d  t h a t  i s  e v e r  c h a n g i n g ,  t o  p i o n e e r  b r a n c h e s  o f  n e w  m e d i c i n e  a n d  i n v e n t i o n s  t h a t  s u p p o r t

o u r  n e e d  f o r  m o r e  s u s t a i n a b l e  e n e r g y  a n d  t o  m a k e  t h e  w o r l d  a  m o r e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  f r i e n d l y

p l a c e .  W e l l  d o n e  e v e r y o n e  f o r  m a k i n g  t h i s  h a p p e n  i n  a  y e a r  w h e r e  t h e  o b s t a c l e s  t o  o v e r c o m e

w e r e  p l e n t y .

A n d  R e m e m b e r . . .

Opportunities are like sunrises – If you wait too long  
you miss them!

SHOWCASE
W i t h  D i s t r i c t  S h o w c a s e  l e s s  t h a n  a

f o r t n i g h t  a w a y  m a k e  s u r e  y o u  h a v e

e v e r y t h i n g  r e a d y !

W e  c a n ' t  w a i t  t o  s e e  e v e r y o n e  s o o n !

ROTARACT PODCAST
I n  h e r  r o l e  a s  R o t a r a c t  A u s t r a l i a

C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  D i r e c t o r ,  D i s t r i c t

R o t a r a c t  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  L a u r a

T e l f o r d  h a s  c r e a t e d  a  R o t a r a c t

p o d c a s t .

T h e  p o d c a s t  i s  c a l l e d  C h a t s  b y

R o t a r a c t  A u s t r a l i a .

S h e  i s  i n t e r v i e w i n g  R o t a r a c t o r s  a n d

R o t a r i a n s  a r o u n d  t h e  c o u n t r y  s h a r i n g

e x c i t i n g  s t o r i e s  a b o u t  h o w

R o t a r a c t o r s  a r e  c o n t i n u i n g  t o

c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  w o r l d .

T h e  e p i s o d e s  a r e  o n  A p p l e  P o d c a s t ,

S p o t i f y ,  i H e a r t R a d i o  a n d  e v e r y w h e r e

y o u  w o u l d  l i s t e n  t o  a  p o d c a s t .  

O R  y o u  c a n  c l i c k  h e r e  a n d  l i s t e n !

https://open.spotify.com/show/50TyklK7ze6JZ1prj9Ju6g


CHRISTMAS CARD FUNDRAISER
2 0 2 0  h a s  t h r o w n  u s  q u i t e  t h e  c u r v e  b a l l  t h i s  y e a r  I  t h i n k  i t ’ s  f a i r  t o  s a y  -  w i t h

k e y  t h e m e s  o f  i s o l a t i o n  a n d  l o n e l i n e s s .  

T h r o u g h  l o c k d o w n s  a n d  b o r d e r  c l o s u r e s ,  w e  h a v e  l e a r n t  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f

c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  r e a c h i n g  o u t  a n d  s p r e a d i n g  l o v e  ( n o t  g e r m s )  w h e n  w e  c a n ’ t  b e

p h y s i c a l l y  p r e s e n t .  

A n d  s o  t h e  R o t a r y  C l u b  o f  T a m w o r t h  S u n r i s e  s a y  b r i n g  o n  a  n e w  f u n d r a i s e r  f o r

o u r  c l u b  -  C h r i s t m a s  c a r d s !  

O u r  m e m b e r s  h a v e  s u b m i t t e d  d e s i g n s  a n d  w e  h a v e  c r e a t e d  a  1 0 - p a c k  o f

C h r i s t m a s  c a r d s  f o r  j u s t  $ 2 0  a  p a c k ,  w i t h  a l l  p r o c e e d s  g o i n g  t o  o u r  p r o j e c t s  a n d

c h a r i t i e s .  T h e  i d e a  i s  i f  e a c h  m e m b e r  c a n  r e a c h  o u t  t o  1 0  p e o p l e  t h i s  y e a r  w e  c a n

h o p e f u l l y  i m p r o v e  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  a n d  m o r a l e  a s  w e  t i p t o e  i n t o  2 0 2 1 .  

I f  a n y o n e  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  o r d e r  a  p a c k  o f  c a r d s  f r o m  t h e  c l u b  p l e a s e  e m a i l

t a y l o r . f l e t c h e r 8 9 @ g m a i l . c o m ,  a n d  w e  c a n  a r r a n g e  c o l l e c t i o n  f r o m  t h e  D i s t r i c t

s h o w c a s e  O R  p o s t a g e  f o r  a  s m a l l  f e e .




