
Week five of my Rotary road trip, I was able to visit 6 clubs in five days. Monday I was collected by President mal McPherson
of Tamworth West and we visited a local school where the club had supported the STEM Robotics program. We saw some
students in years 1-6 and learnt from the students how they build and coded the robots. We were treated to a demonstration
complete with sound effects. It was very impressive. Later that evening I met with the members of Tamworth West and learnt
about their projects in town. PDG Bill Forrest presented me with the photo album all the DG’s in 9650. The club is big on
Youth support including Youth Insearch, Dolly Parton Imagination Library, Mental Health support, Battery sales and of course
their Motor Show. They have also supported Dr Ray Hodgson and the Mothers and  Babies Hospital in Nepal. Some other
charities they support are ShelterBox, Westpac Rescue Helicopter, Ronald McDonald House. Can Assist, PCYC and Riding for
the Disabled. I would like to thank the gentlemen for a very informative visit and for the lovely flowers presented to me on the
night. A big thanks to Mrs McPherson who thoughtfully donated a vase to keep the flowers alive until I got home at the end of
the week. I met a Rotarian of some 59 years on the night which makes him the longest serving Rotarian of my visits so far.
Congratulations George Hombsch! Also, congrats to PDG Bill Forrest for 58 years and 100% attendance. What an amazing
record.

Tuesday took me to Tamworth club, where I was hosted by President Bruce McCorkell. The club had their NYSF student Ryan
also in attendance on the evening and he gave us insight into his hopes and dreams for the future. 

The club has many charities it supports, and the major fundraiser is their very impressive book shed. I was lucky enough to
visit the book shed on the next day, thank you John Nash for the tour and PDG Ken Hall for pointing out all of the Rotary
Projects in the area. Tamworth supports School of St Jude, Blaze Aid, Smith Family, Lifeline, Ronald McDonald House and
provides BBQ for the camp draught. They support the breakfast club at the High School and provide and award for TAFE
students. PDG Ken Hall took me to the High School where YEP students from over the year here either had a brick in the path
or a tree planted in the grounds in their honour. There were some very interesting names there and plaques acknowledging
support and participation. Have a look at some of the photos, you might recognise a name or two. What a great project.

Wednesday morning, I visited Tamworth First Light hosted by President Deb Barnes. This was a lively meeting, great
breakfast and started the day with a very positive vibe. I was lucky enough to re induct a formers member Chris Watson, who
re-joined the club following a short absence due to work commitments. The club supports many worthwhile charities
including Lifeline, Westpac Rescue Helicopter, Youth Insearch and Ronald McDonald House. They are currently working on
diversifying their membership, a strategic plan and hope to continue to facilitate the Golf Day, Santa Crawl (this sounded like a
whole lot of fun, and reminded of the Pagham Pram /race in England, held on Boxing Day). They provide BBQ’s for the Variety
Bash, Support the Salvos Xmas Drive, Peddle the Peel, and raffles.
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MUSINGS FROM DG DEBBIE CONT.
W e d n e s d a y  e v e n i n g ,  I  h e a d e d  t o  t h e  n e w l y  n a m e d  T a m w o r t h  C a l a l a  w h e r e  I  w a s  h o s t e d  b y

P r e s i d e n t  R a y m o n d  D a r t .  T h e  c l u b  h a s  b e e n  i n v o l v e d  i n  m a n y  p r o j e c t s  i n c l u d i n g  p r o v i s i o n  o f  a

p a r k  i n  t o w n ,  w h i c h  I  v i s i t e d ,  p h o t s  a t t a c h e d .  T h e y  a r e  h o p i n g  t o  g e t  a  g r a n t  t o  c o n t i n u e

i m p r o v e m e n t s  t h e r e  a n d  p u t  i n  a  B B Q  a r e a .  T h e  c l u b  i s  i n v o l v e d  i n  N e w s  o f  W h e e l s  p r o v i d i n g

a l l  t h e  l a t e s t  n e w s  i n  a n  a u d i b l e  f o r m a t  f o r  p e o p l e  w i t h  s i g h t  i m p a i r m e n t  o f  t h o s e  w h o  d o n ’ t

h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  m e d i a .  T h e y  a l s o  s u p p o r t  R i d i n g  f o r  t h e  D i s a b l e d  a n d  h a v e  a n  o n g o i n g  R A W C S

p r o j e c t  i n  P N G .  T h e y  h a v e  a  c o n t a i n e r  w a i t i n g  t o  l e a v e  w i t h  m a n y  m u c h - n e e d e d  b l a n k e t s  f o r

t h e  c o m m u n i t y  t h e r e .  T h e  c l u b  s u p p o r t s  B l a z e  A i d ,  S a l v o s ,  P a r k i n s o n ’ s ,  P r o s t a t e  C a n c e r ,

P C Y C ,  Y o u t h  I n s e a r c h  a n d  m a n y  o t h e r  n o t a b l e  c h a r i t i e s .  T h a n k s  t o  t h e  g u y s  f o r  a  g r e a t

e v e n i n g  a n d  t h e  a f t e r  m e e t i n g  s o c i a l !

T h u r s d a y  –  A  f u n n y  t h i n g  h a p p e n e d  o n  t h e  w a y  t o  I n v e r e l l !  I  t o o k  t h e  M a n i l l a  R o a d  a n d

h e a d e d  o u t  t h r o u g h  M a n i l l a  a n d  B a r r a b a .  T h e  r o a d  w e n t  o n  f o r  s o m e  c o n s i d e r a b l e  w a y  a n d

t a r m a c  c h a n g e d  t o  d i r t  r o a d .  I  w a s  N i g e l  N o  F r i e n d s  f o r  s o m e  t i m e ,  t h e  o n l y  c o m p a n y  b e i n g  t h e

o d d  m o b  o f  c a l v e s  i n  t h e  f i e l d s .  N o  t e l e p h o n e  s i g n a l  a n d  d i e s e l  g e t t i n g  v e r y  l o w ,  I  w a s

v e r y  h a p p y  t o  f i n d  m y s e l f  i n  B u n d a r r a !  I  l o o k e d  f o r  a  f u e l  s t a t i o n  a n d  f o u n d  a  s h e d  w i t h  a

b l a c k  h o s e  a n d  n o z z l e  a t t a c h e d  t o  a  s t a r  p o s t  w i t h  D i e s e l  w r i t t e n  o n  i t .  N o t  k n o w i n g  h o w  t o

d r i v e  t h e  a p p a r a t u s  I  w a l k e d  i n t o  t h e  s h e d  a n d  a s k e d  f o r  h e l p .  A  v e r y  n i c e  e l d e r l y  g e n t l e m a n

g a v e  m e  a  t o o t h l e s s  g r i n  a n d  s t a t e d  i t  w a s  a l l  m a n u a l  o u t  t h e r e .  H e  d i s a p p e a r e d  t h r o u g h  a  g a t e

a n d  s w i t c h e d  o n  a  p u m p  a n d  t h e n  p r o c e e d e d  t o  f i l l  m y  c a r .  M y  d a d  w o u l d  h a v e  l o v e d  h i s  s h e d !

W i t h  a  t a n k  l o a d  o f  f u e l ,  

I  p r o c e e d e d  t o  I n v e r e l l .  F u n  e v e n i n g  h e r e  h o s t e d  b y  P r e s i d e n t  J o s e p h i n e  K e l l y .  A l s o ,  i n

a t t e n d a n c e  A G  B r u c e  G e o r g e  a n d  w i f e  D i s t r i c t  Y o u t h  D i r e c t o r  K a t e  G e o r g e .  I t  i s  a l w a y s  g o i n g

t o  b e  a  l a u g h  w i t h  t h e  G e o r g e s  p r e s e n t .  T h e  S a r g e n t  w a s  a  l i t t l e  s l o w  t o  s i t  d o w n  t h o u g h  a n d

B r u c e  c r o s s  f i n e d  m e  f o r  t a k i n g  t h e  s c e n i c  r o u t e  t o  I n v e r e l l  b u t  d i d  s a y  t h e y  m i g h t  m a k e  a

W e s t i e  o f  m e  y e t !  I  t h i n k  t h a t  w a s  a  s o r t  o f  c o m p l e m e n t .  T h e  c l u b  s u p p o r t s  m a n y  l o c a l

c h a r i t i e s  i n c l u d i n g  S a l v o s ,  S t  V i n c e n t  D e  P a u l ,  V o l u n t e e r  R e s c u e ,  L i f e l i n e ,  S h e l t e r B o x ,

P a n c r e a t i c  F o u n d a t i o n .  I s  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  B a t t e r y  r e c y c l i n g  a n d  t h e  R A W C S  p r o j e c t  i n  P N G .

F a c i l i t a t e d  b y  P D G  G r e g  M o r a n  a n d  w i f e  S u e .  

T h e  p r o j e c t  w a s  i n  R D U  m a g a z i n e  t h i s  m o n t h .  F o r  a n y o n e  w h o  m i s s e d  i t  G r e g  w i l l  b e  s p e a k i n g

a b o u t  t h e  p r o j e c t  a t  o u r  D i s t r i c t  C o n f e r e n c e  M a r c h  1 2 - 1 4 t h  2 0 2 1 .  T i n y  h o m e s  a r e  e v e r y

c u r r e n t  a n d  a n  a f f o r d a b l e  o p t i o n  f o r  p e o p l e  w a n t i n g  t o  g e t  o n  t h e  p r o p e r t y  l a d d e r .  G r e g  u s e s

r e c y c l e d  c o n t a i n e r s  a s  h o m e s  f o r  n u r s e s  i n  P N G .  T h e  m e t a l  c o n t a i n e r s  b e i n g  a  v e r y  s u i t a b l e

a l t e r n a t i v e  a s  t h e  a r e  n o t  e a t e n  b y  t h e  l o c a l  p e s t s .  T h e y  h a v e  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  p r o j e c t  w h e r e b y

t h e y  s e l l  c o f f e e  f r o m  E a s t  T i m o r  a n d  m o n e y  f r o m  t h e s e  s a l e s  g o e s  t o  t h e  l o c a l  c o m m u n i t y .

T h e y  a r e  a l s o  i n v o l v e d  i n  b o o k  s a l e s ,  b a t t e r y  r e c y c l i n g ,  a n d  o p e r a t e  a  s w e e p  f o r  t h e

M e l b o u r n e  C u p .  N o w  t h e r e ’ s  a n  i d e a  i n  t h e s e  C O V I D  t i m e s .

R e m e m b e r . . .

Opportunities are like sunrises - If you wait too long you miss them!



MEMBERSHIP MONTH WITH DIRECTOR JENNY
Y e s  i t ’ s  M e m b e r s h i p  m o n t h  a n d  I  w a n t e d  t o  s h a r e  a  g r e a t  i d e a  I  h e a r d  t h i s  w e e k  f r o m  a

W e s t e r n  A u s t r a l i a n  C l u b .  

I t ’ s  a  t i m e l y  i d e a  a s  R Y L A  i s  a  ‘ w r a p ’  f o r  2 0 2 0  a n d  a  g r e a t  t i m e  w a s  h a d  b y  a l l ! A s  t h e

R y l a r i a n s  c o m e  b a c k  t o  y o u r  C l u b ,  c o n s i d e r  o f f e r i n g  a  1 2  m o n t h  R o t a r y  c o n n e c t i o n  o r

a n o t h e r  w a y  t o  e x p l a i n  i t  i s  a s  a n  u n p a i d  ‘ t r a i n e e s h i p ‘ .  

S i t  d o w n  w i t h  t h e m  a n d  u n p a c k  t h e i r  i d e a s  a n d  t o g e t h e r  f i n d  a  c l u b  o r  l o c a l  p r o j e c t  t h a t

r e s o n a t e s .  T h i s  p r o v i d e s  c o n t i n u e d  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  y o u r  c l u b  m e m b e r s  w h o  c a n  a s s i s t

t h e  R y l a r i a n s  t o  d e v e l o p  t h e i r  s k i l l s  a n d  i d e a s . Y o u n g  p e o p l e  s e e k  o u t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o

d e v e l o p  t h e i r  s o f t  s k i l l s ,  t h e i r  e m p l o y a b i l i t y  s k i l l s . . . . . . s u c h  a s  c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  l i s t e n i n g

s k i l l s ,  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  d e v e l o p  i d e a s ,  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y ,  p l a n n i n g  s k i l l s  e t c  a n d  t h e  l i s t

g o e s  o n . . . .

R o t a r i a n s  h a v e  t h e s e  s k i l l s  i n  s p a d e s  a n d  b y  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  b u i l d  o n  t h e  m o m e n t u m

g e n e r a t e d  a t  R Y L A ,  t h e r e  i s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  ‘ p a y  i t  f o r w a r d ’  a n d  p a s s  o n  t h e s e

v a l u a b l e  s k i l l s  t o  p o t e n t i a l  R o t a r i a n s  o f  t h e  f u t u r e . I n t e r e s t e d ?  

C o n t a c t  J e n n y  S i n c l a i r ,  M e m b e r s h i p  D i r e c t o r  o n   h e l l o r o t a r y 9 6 5 0 @ g m a i l . c o m   a n d

t o g e t h e r  w e  c a n  e x p l o r e  t h i s  i d e a . S e n t  f r o m  m y  i P a d

GUEST SPEAKER AT

WAUCHOPE
T h e  R o t a r y  C l u b  o f  W a u c h o p e  a r e

i n v i t i n g  a l l  i n t e r e s t e d  m e m b e r s  o f

t h e  d i s t r i c t  t o  z o o m  i n t o  t h e

m e e t i n g  o n  A u g u s t  2 5  t o  l i s t e n  t o

D r  M a r k  L a r s e n .  M o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n

c a n  b e  f o u n d  b y  c l i c k i n g  h e r e .

Z o o m  d e t a i l s  a r e  a s  f o l l o w s :

T o  J o i n  Z o o m  M e e t i n g

h t t p s : / / z o o m . u s / j / 9 7 9 4 4 2 9 4 7 6 2 ?

p w d = K 1 p w Y U Z 2 M W 9 F Y U d y S F p i c j l

F Z T M 1 d z 0 9

M e e t i n g  I D :  9 7 9  4 4 2 9  4 7 6 2

P a s s c o d e :  2 5 0 8 2 0

O n e  t a p

m o b i l e + 6 1 2 8 0 1 5 6 0 1 1 , , 9 7 9 4 4 2 9 4 7

6 2 # , , , , , , 0 # , , 2 5 0 8 2 0 #  A u s t r a l i a

DISTRICT WEBSITE

TRAINING
T o p i c :  D i s t r i c t  W e b s i t e  T r a i n i n g

T i m e :  A u g  2 7 ,  2 0 2 0  0 7 : 3 0  P M

C a n b e r r a ,

M e l b o u r n e ,  S y d n e y

J o i n  Z o o m  M e e t i n g

h t t p s : / / u s 0 2 w e b . z o o m . u s / j / 8 3 1

3 3 4 3 9 4 5 1 ?

p w d = W G V w R F c 5 c H R s M G N W e l Z

l V G h U c 0 F i Z z 0 9

 

M e e t i n g  I D :  8 3 1  3 3 4 3  9 4 5 1

P a s s c o d e :  4 9 8 6 2 5

BIRTHDAY FUN
A h e a d  o f  h i s  b i r t h d a y  o n

S e p t e m b e r  1  K e n  H a l l  h a s  s e n t  a

t a r g e t  t o  r a i s e  $ 1 0 0 0  g o r  L i f e l i n e .

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n t a c t  K e n

v i a  e m a i l :  h a l l k r 3 3 0 @ g m a i l . c o m

FUN IN CLUSTER 9
O n  S u n d a y  1 6 t h  A u g u s t ,  C l u s t e r  9

h a d  t h e i r  f i r s t  m e e t i n g  f o r  t h e

2 0 2 0 / 2 1  y e a r  a n d  f o r  a  f e w  y e a r s .

C l u s t e r  9  c l u b s ,  N a r r a b r i ,  W e e  W a a

a n d  C o o n a m b l e ,  a l l  m e t  f o r  a

b e a u t i f u l  l u n c h  a t  P i l l i g a  P o t t e r y .  

A f t e r  A G ,  E m i l y ,  d e c i d e d  t o  t a k e

t h e  b a c k  r o a d s  a n d  g e t  a  l i t t l e  l o s t ,

s h e  f i n a l l y  a r r i v e d  a n d  a l l  c l u b s

c a u g h t  u p  o n  w h a t  t h e y  a r e  d o i n g

i n  t h e i r  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  w h a t  t h e y

a r e  l o o k i n g  a t  d o i n g  p o s t  C O V I D .  

I t  w a s  a  g r e a t  d a y  o f  f e l l o w s h i p  a n d

g o o d  f o o d .  W e  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o

m e e t i n g  a g a i n  s o o n  a t  a n o t h e r

l o c a l  l i t t l e  t o w n  a n d  s u p p o r t i n g

t h e m  f o r  o u r  m e e t i n g .

https://australianrotaryhealth.org.au/dr-mark-larsen/
https://zoom.us/j/97944294762?pwd=K1pwYUZ2MW9FYUdySFpicjlFZTM1dz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83133439451?pwd=WGVwRFc5cHRsMGNWelZlVGhUc0FiZz09


BUSHFIRE RELIEF FUND UPDATE

D G  B U S H F I R E  R E L I E F  F U N D  -  $ 1 6 4 k  A V A I L A B L E

T h e  r e s p o n s e s  t o  t h e  b u s h f i r e  R e l i e f  F u n d  a n d  i t s  e f f e c t  o n  a f f e c t e d  d i s t r i c t s  h a s  b e e n

r e m a r k a b l e .  W e  h a v e  d i s t r i b u t e d  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  a m o u n t  o f  f u n d i n g  t o  6  b u s h f i r e  r e l i e f

p r o j e c t s  t h a t  w e r e  s e t  u p  a n d  i n  s o m e  c a s e s  c o v e r e d  t w o  o r  t h r e e  d i s t r i c t s .

W e  h a d  s e t  a s i d e  f u n d i n g  t h a t  o u r  o r i g i n a l  i n t e n t i o n  w a s  t o  m a t c h  t h e s e  f u n d s  w i t h

g l o b a l  g r a n t s .  W e  r e c e i v e d  4  a p p l i c a t i o n s  b e f o r e  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  S h u t  o f f  a c c e s s  t o

g l o b a l  g r a n t s .

A c c o r d i n g l y ,  w e  h a v e  d e c i d e d  t h a t  t h e  f u n d i n g  w e  h a v e  a v a i l a b l e  s h o u l d  b e  u s e d  f o r

m a t c h i n g  g r a n t s  w i t h  c l u b s  a n d  d i s t r i c t s  w h o  w i s h  t o  r u n  P r o g r a m m e s  t h a t  w i l l  a s s i s t  i n

t h e  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  o f  b o t h  v i c t i m s  a n d  a r e a s  a f f e c t e d  b y  t h e  b u s h f i r e s .  T h e r e  i s

a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $ 1 6 4 , 0 0 0  a v a i l a b l e  a n d  c a l l i n g  f o r  a p p l i c a t i o n s  f r o m  c l u b s  a n d  d i s t r i c t s

w h o  w i s h  t o  m a t c h  t h e i r  p r o g r a m m e s  w i t h  a  g r a n t .

T h e  c r i t e r i a  a r e  t h a t  t h e  p r o g r a m m e  m u s t  a s s i s t  w i t h  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  i n  a  b u s h f i r e

a f f e c t e d  a r e a  a n d  w i l l  n e e d  t o  h a v e  a  R A W C S  p r o j e c t  n u m b e r .

A p p l i c a t i o n s  w i l l  b e  r e c e i v e d  b y  m e  u p  t o  1 5 t h   S e p t e m b e r  a n d  t h e n  c o n s i d e r e d  b y  t h e

c o m m i t t e e .

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n t a c t :  P D G  T i m  K l a r  R o t a r y  D i s t r i c t  9 5 2 0    2 0 1 9 / 2 0

D g t i m 9 5 2 0 @ g m a i l . c o m

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  C l u b s  w h o  a r e  r e c i p i e n t s  o f  t h e  R o t a r y  C i t a t i o n  f o r  t h e

2 0 1 9 - 2 0  R o t a r y  Y e a r :  A r m i d a l e  A M ,  C o f f s  H a r b o u r ,  E - C l u b  o f  D i s t r i c t  9 6 5 0 ,  I n v e r e l l ,

K e m p s e y  W e s t ,  P o r t  M a c q u a r i e  S u n r i s e ,  W a u c h o p e .

Y o u r  R o t a r y ,  R o t a r a c t ,  o r  I n t e r a c t  c l u b  c a n  e a r n  a  R o t a r y  C i t a t i o n  f o r  a c h i e v i n g  g o a l s

t h a t  s t r e n g t h e n  R o t a r y  a n d  y o u r  c l u b .  G o a l s  i n c l u d e  i n c r e a s i n g  c l u b  m e m b e r s h i p ,

d e v e l o p i n g  s u s t a i n a b l e  s e r v i c e  p r o j e c t s ,  g i v i n g  t o  T h e  R o t a r y  F o u n d a t i o n ,  a n d  b u i l d i n g

a w a r e n e s s  o f  R o t a r y  i n  y o u r  c o m m u n i t y .

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  c l i c k  h e r e .
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