
Here we are at the end of another week. I cannot believe just how fast the time goes. It seems like only yesterday that PDG
Phil Hafey pinned that badge on me and said “Your it”. Every PDG I have spoken to has commented on how much I would
enjoy my year and that the official visits are the best times of all. With only three more clubs to visit I can now appreciate just
how great it has been. Thank you for supporting my visits, feeding me and making me feel so welcome.

This week I visited New England Rotaract members at the home of AG Zahoor Ahmed. I would like to take this opportunity of
thanking Zahoor for opening his home to us and to his wife Najjia for their hospitality. To Najjia you are a great cook and we
thoroughly enjoyed everything you prepared for us. Rotaract in New England is a different dynamic, and they have been quite
innovative in how they recruit members; fund raise and generally support each other through these difficult times. We had a
very relaxed evening exploring how they can make a difference in their community. We talked about University based
Rotaract and how membership might only be for three years, and then the qualified student transitions to full time
employment in another district, State or Country. When we talk about membership, we have looked at the reasons behind
loss of members in a club and found that many of the reasons we have no control over. Young people are transient,  will move
around and therefore there will be ebbs and flows of members in Rotaract Clubs perhaps more than in our traditional clubs
where we lose members to that great Rotary Universe in the sky or because for health or age reasons a decision is made to
move closer to family. Opportunities exist through the University to engage with newly enrolled students with a view to
friendship, support and the unique set of circumstances to offer membership of New England Rotaract. Fund raising has been
extremely difficult for them the same as other clubs in our district. New England Rotaract have offered their services to other
clubs in their cluster. What a great opportunity for the other clubs, especially when your labour force can be dwindling. Clubs
have enjoyed the company and help of these younger people and listened to their ideas, thoughts and suggestions around
Rotary and Rotaract in exchange for financial reward for helping. I would like to thank them for the gift of home baked fudge,
courtesy of Georgia Bray (aka the Armidale Fudge Lady) whose delicious offerings can be found at
https://www.facebook.com/armidalefudgelady There are over 38 different flavours, and she can custom make should you
have a specific requirement. My own favourite at this moment in time is the Caramilk. Tastes just like Devon Fudge from
England, smooth, silky and above all yummy. Not for the diet conscious but Gluten Free can be accommodated – check her
out.

Wednesday evening, I listened to a presentation from Jacqui Greenfield from the Australian Cervical Cancer Foundation.
Jacqui is their Education and Engagement Officer, and this week has been Cervical Cancer Awareness Week. 311,000 women
die from Cervical Cancer each year. This can be prevented and so can the cancers that affect men caused by the same virus. As
we move into December which is Disease Prevention and Treatment Month, see if Jacqui can speak to you, please contact
them at https://accf.org.au/

Have you all completed your registrations for Tamworth Showcase? From the numbers we have now, many of you are looking
forward to reconnecting and enjoying some of the fabled Rotary fellowship. 
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MUSINGS FROM DG DEBBIE CONT.
W e  h a v e  s o m e  g r e a t  s p e a k e r s  l i n e d  u p  i n c l u d i n g  o u r  a f t e r - d i n n e r  s p e a k e r  o n  t h e  S a t u r d a y

n i g h t ,  m y  g o o d  f r i e n d  a n d  f e l l o w  D G  A n d y  R a j a p a k s e ,  w h o  h a s  d o n e  a n  a m a z i n g  j o b  w i t h

m e m b e r s h i p  o f  a l l  a g e s ,  a l l  t y p e s  o f  c l u b s  o n  t h e  G o l d  C o a s t .  W e  h a v e  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  f r o m  o u r

c l u b s  o n  s o m e  v e r y  s p e c i a l  p r o j e c t s  t h a t  r e a l l y  a r e  i n s p i r i n g  a n d  i n n o v a t i v e .  

D a v e  P e a r s o n  w i l l  b e  j o i n i n g  u s  t o  t a l k  a b o u t  R o t a r y  A u s t r a l i a  W o r l d  C o m m u n i t y  S e r v i c e  a n d  i t s

p r o g r a m s ,  a n d  s c o p e  o f  t h e  o r g a n i s a t i o n .  D a v e  i s  t h e  N a t i o n a l  V i c e  C h a i r  a n d  I  c a n  a s s u r e  y o u

h i s  k n o w l e d g e  e x t e n d s  f a r  b e y o n d  R o t a r i a n s  A g a i n s t  M a l a r i a  f o r  w h i c h  w e  h a v e  k n o w n  h i m  i n

t h e  p a s t .  M a n y  c l u b s  h a v e  e n j o y e d  d i s t r i b u t i n g  c a s h  c a r d s  t o  p e o p l e  i n  c r i s i s ,  m a n y  o f  w h o m

s t i l l  r e q u i r e  m a j o r  a s s i s t a n c e  u n t i l  t h e y  c a n  s u p p o r t  t h e m s e l v e s  a s  i n  e a r l i e r  t i m e s  w h e n  t h i n g s

w e r e  b e t t e r .  I  m e t  a  n e w  R o t a r i a n  o n l y  a  c o u p l e  o f  w e e k s  a g o  w h o  t o l d  m e  t h e  r e a s o n  h e  w a n t e d

t o  j o i n  R o t a r y  a n d  g i v e  b a c k  w a s  b e c a u s e  h e  w a s  a  r e c i p i e n t  o f  t h e s e  c a r d s .  T h i s  r e a l l y  d o e s

r e i n f o r c e  t h o s e  t h r e e  k e y  a r e a s  o f  f o c u s ,  P u b l i c  I m a g e ,  m e m b e r s h i p  a n d  F o u n d a t i o n .  G e t t i n g

t h e  m e s s a g e  o u t  t h e r e ,  t a k i n g  R o t a r y  t o  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  i s  t h e  b e s t  w a y  o f  i n c r e a s i n g  p u b l i c

a w a r e n e s s .  T h e  p u b l i c  a r e  w h e r e  y o u  d e r i v e  m e m b e r s  f r o m .  G r e a t  c l u b s  r e q u i r e  g r e a t

m e m b e r s h i p ,  a n d  w i t h o u t  t h e m  w e  c a n n o t  s u p p o r t  o u r  s e r v i c e  p r o j e c t s  a n d  F o u n d a t i o n  o r

a n y t h i n g  e l s e  t h a t  i s  y o u r  p a s s i o n .  I t  i s  n o t  O K  t o  p r o v i d e  s e r v i c e  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  h a v e

R o t a r y  s i g n a g e  a b s e n t .  T h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  a w a r e  o f  l a w s  i n  r e s p e c t  o f  f u n d r a i s i n g .

I n  R o t a r y  c l u b s  h a v e  a  c h a r i t a b l e  f u n d r a i s i n g  l i c e n c e  a n d  b e c a u s e  o f  o u r  g r e a t  b r a n d i n g  a n d

c r e d i b i l i t y  w e  h a v e  e n j o y e d  c o n s u m e r  c o n f i d e n c e  f o r  d e c a d e s .

P l e a s e  c h e c k  y o u r  s i g n a g e  a n d  e n s u r e  t h a t  i t  i s  c u r r e n t .  A s  y o u  a r e  p r o b a b l y  a w a r e ,  t h e

G o v e r n o r s  o f  2 0 1 9 - 2 0  s e t  u p  a  d i s a s t e r  r e l i e f  f u n d  t h r o u g h  R A W C S  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e

c a t a s t r o p h i c  b u s h f i r e s  i n  D e c e m b e r  a n d  J a n u a r y  1 1  m o n t h s  a g o .  N i n e  d i s t r i c t s  h a v e  b e e n

a f f e c t e d  b y  t h e  b u s h f i r e s  a n d  t h r o u g h  t h e  R A B S  w e  h a v e  b e e n  a b l e  t o  d i s t r i b u t e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y

$ 1 . 5  m i l l i o n  o f  d o n a t i o n s  r e c e i v e d  t o  t h e s e  a f f e c t e d  R o t a r y  d i s t r i c t s  v i a  d i s t r i c t  p r o j e c t s  o r

c l u b  p r o j e c t s .

T h e  c o m m i t t e e  s e t  u p  b y  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  p a s t  g o v e r n o r s  t o  m a n a g e  t h e  f u n d s  r e c e i v e d  t h r o u g h

R A R F  m e t  o n  t h e  w e e k e n d .  T h e y  h a v e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $ 1 4 0 , 0 0 0  w h i c h  w i l l  b e  m a d e  a v a i l a b l e

w i t h  m a t c h i n g  g r a n t s  t o  p r o j e c t s  p r o p o s e d  b y  t h e  a f f e c t e d  d i s t r i c t s  o r  c l u b s  i n  t h e  a f f e c t e d

d i s t r i c t s  o n  a  o n e - f o r - o n e  b a s i s .  T h e  c r i t e r i a  f o r  a p p l i c a t i o n  a r e  t h a t  t h e  p r o j e c t  m u s t  a s s i s t  i n

t h e  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  o f  a r e a s  a f f e c t e d  b y  t h e  b u s h f i r e s  o r  h e l p  f u n d  p r o j e c t s  t o  a s s i s t  i n

f u t u r e p r o o f i n g  a g a i n s t  w i l d f i r e s  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  W e  w i l l  b e  r e c e i v i n g  a p p l i c a t i o n s  u p  t o  1 5

D e c e m b e r  a n d  h o p e  t o  b e  u p  t o  d i s t r i b u t e  t h e s e  f u n d s  b y  C h r i s t m a s .  F u n d s  f o r  p r o j e c t s

a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  c a n  b e  p a i d  t o  y o u r  d i s t r i c t  b u s h f i r e  R A W C S  p r o j e c t  o r  i f  c l u b s  w i s h

t h e y  c a n  s e t  u p  t h e i r  o w n  p r o j e c t  w i t h  a  R A W C S  p r o j e c t  n u m b e r .

P l e a s e  c o n t a c t  P D G  T i m  K l a r  a t  D g t i m 9 5 2 0 @ g m a i l . c o m  o r  M  0 4 1 8 8 4 0 3 0 1     H  0 8 8 2 7 8 7 8 6 5 .

A n d  R e m e m b e r . . . .

Opportunities are like sunrises – If you wait too long  
you miss them!

JOINT ROTARY PROJECT TO TIWI ISLAND
O n  M o n d a y  2  N o v e m b e r  a  R A A F  C 2 7  S p a r t a n  a i r c r a f t  f r o m  3 5 S Q N  A m b e r l e y  a r r i v e d  a t

T a r e e  a i r p o r t  t o  c o l l e c t  2 0  b o x e s  o f  b e d  l i n e n  a s  p a r t  o f  a  j o i n t  p r o j e c t  b e t w e e n  t h e

R o t a r y  C l u b s  o f  T a r e e ,  T a r e e  N o r t h  a n d  L o w e r  M i d C o a s t  w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  s u p p o r t e d  b y

V a l l e y  I n d u s t r i e s  t o  h e l p  t h e  T i w i  I s l a n d  p e o p l e  o n  b o t h  B a t h u r s t  a n d  M e l v i l l e  I s l a n d s .  

T h e  s u p p l i e s  w e r e  f l o w n  t o  D a r w i n  w h e r e  t h e y  w i l l  b e  f o r w a r d e d  o n t o  B a t h u r s t  I s l a n d  o n

M o n d a y  t h e  3 0  N o v e m b e r  b y  t h e  R A A F .

T h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  R o t a r y  C l u b  o f  T a r e e ,  D a v i d  D e n n i n g  a n d  m y s e l f  w i l l  t r a v e l  t o

D a r w i n  a n d  t h e n  o n t o  B a t h u r s t  I s l a n d  t o  p r e s e n t  t h e s e  g o o d s  t o  t h e  T i w i  p e o p l e .

R o t a r y ’ s  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  t h e  R A A F  i n  t h i s  p r o j e c t  i s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  s t e p  t o  a s s i s t i n g

a n o t h e r  R e m o t e  a b o r i g i n a l  c o m m u n i t y  i n  A u s t r a l i a .  

W h i l s t  m a n y  l o c a l  R o t a r y  c l u b s  h a v e  b e e n  i n v o l v e d  i n  o v e r s e a s  a i d  p r o j e c t s  i n  t h e  p a s t ,

s o m e  o f  o u r  c l u b s  a r e  n o w  f o c u s i n g  o n  M o r e  o n  s h o r e  b a s e d  p r o j e c t s  t o  a s s i s t  r e m o t e

c o m m u n i t i e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  H e a l t h .



BOOK FAIR BONANZA!
W i t h  2 0 2 0  b e i n g  t h e  y e a r  o f  u n c e r t a i n t y  f o r  m a n y  d u e  t o  C o v i d ,  t h e  A r m i d a l e

C e n t r a l  R o t a r y  C l u b ’ s  a n n u a l  B o o k  F a i r  n o r m a l l y  h e l d  i n  M a y ,  w a s  p o s t p o n e d .

F a s t  f o r w a r d  6  m o n t h s  a n d  t h e  C l u b  w a s  a b l e  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  B o o k  F a i r  w i t h  a n

O u t d o o r  G e n e r a l  B o o k  M a r k e t  a n d  a n  I n d o o r  B o o k  C o l l e c t i b l e s  B o o k  M a r k e t .  

T h e  s p l i t  w a s  t o  e n s u r e  C o v i d  S a f e  e n v i r o n m e n t s  g i v e n  s p a c e  c o n s t r a i n t s  a n d

t h e  n e e d  t o  e n s u r e  s o c i a l  d i s t a n c i n g  e t c .  T h e  e x e r c i s e  r e q u i r e d  m u c h  p l a n n i n g

a n d  i t s  s u c c e s s ,  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  w h i c h  j u s t  u n d e r  $ 4 0 , 0 0 0  w a s  r a i s e d ,  w a s  d u e  n o t

o n l y  t o  m u c h  h a r d  w o r k  b y  t h e  t e a m  w h o  w o r k  i n  o u r  B o o k  S h e d ,  l e d  b y  I a n

G a r s k e  a n d  S i m o n  M c M i l l a n ,  b u t  a l s o  t h e  v a l u a b l e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  m a d e ,  i n  o t h e r

w a y s ,  b y  m a n y  o t h e r  c l u b  m e m b e r s .  S e v e r a l  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  l o c a l  R o t a r a c t  C l u b

a l s o  p i t c h e d  i n ,  w h i c h  w a s  m u c h  a p p r e c i a t e d .  W e  w e r e  a l s o  h e l p e d  b y  g o o d

w e a t h e r  a f t e r  a  w e t  F r i d a y  m o r n i n g !  T h e  C l u b  w a s  v e r y  g r a t e f u l  f o r  t h e  g r e a t

s u p p o r t  f r o m  t h e  A r m i d a l e  a n d  s u r r o u n d i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  i t  w a s  w o n d e r f u l

t o  s e e  t h a t  r e a d i n g  f o r  a l l  a g e s  i s  g o i n g  s t r o n g .  T h e  C l u b  v o l u n t e e r s  h a d  a  g o o d

t i m e  a s  d i d  o u r  c u s t o m e r s .  I t  w a s  g r e a t  t o  s e e  s o  m a n y  s m i l i n g  f a c e s !

T h e  C l u b  w i l l  n o w  b e  i n  a  p o s i t i o n  t o  s u p p o r t  m a n y  l o c a l  c a u s e s  w h e r e  d o n a t i o n s

w e r e  d e l a y e d  b y  t h e  p o s t p o n e m e n t  o f  t h e  B o o k  F a i r .  T h e  f u n d s  r a i s e d  a r e  m a i n l y

d i s t r i b u t e d  i n  t h e  N e w  E n g l a n d  R e g i o n  s o ,  i n  e f f e c t ,  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  i s  h e l p i n g

t h e  c o m m u n i t y  w h i l e  C l u b  m e m b e r s  a n d  t h e i r  c u s t o m e r s  h a v e  a  g r e a t  t i m e  a l o n g

t h e  w a y !  R o t a r y  a n d  R o t a r a c t  a r e  t r u l y  f o r c e s  f o r  g o o d !

CONGRATULATIONS KATIE NEWCOMBE
T h e  R o t a r y  I n s p i r a t i o n a l  W o m e n ’ s  A w a r d s  a r e  s p o n s o r e d  b y  R o t a r y  D i s t r i c t

9 6 7 5 .   T h e  R I W A  h a s  b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  r e c o g n i s e  w o m e n  a n d  y o u n g  w o m e n

w h o  b e s t  e x e m p l i f y  R o t a r y ’ s  M o t t o  o f  S e r v i c e  A b o v e  S e l f .  D i s t r i c t  9 6 5 0  h a d  a

f i n a l i s t  i n  y o u n g  K a t i e  N e w c o m b e  f r o m  O l d  B a r  w h o  w o r k s  i n  A g e d  C a r e  b u t

w o r k s  t i r e l e s s l y  a s  a  v o l u n t e e r  w i t h  t h e  H a r r i n g t o n  S E S .   H e r  w o r k  d u r i n g  t h e

b u s h f i r e s  a n d  t h e n  f l o o d s  i n  t h e  M a n n i n g  V a l l e y  d u r i n g  2 0 1 9 - 2 0  s a w  h e r

n o m i n a t e d  b y  h e r  p e e r s  a t  t h e  S E S .   G i v e n  t h e  c u r r e n t  C o v i d  e n v i r o n m e n t  t h e

a w a r d s  w e r e  h e l d  a t  5  d i f f e r e n t  l o c a t i o n s  i n c l u d i n g  N o r f o l k  I s l a n d .  K a t i e  w a s

s u c c e s s f u l  w i n n i n g  t h e  a w a r d  i n  h e r  c a t e g o r y  o f  H e a l t h  C a r e  W o r k e r .   K a t i e  w a s

p r e s e n t e d  h e r  a w a r d  b y  D e p u t y  C h a i r ,  D o t  H e n n e s s y  f r o m  R o t a r y  C l u b  o f

W o l l o n g o n g ,  a s s i s t e d  b y  M a y o r ,  M i d C o a s t  C o u n c i l ,  D a v i d  W e s t .  T h i s  a w a r d  w a s

h e l d  a t  t h e  T a r e e  S E S  w i t h  K a t i e  s u p p o r t e d  b y  h e r  f a m i l y ,  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  S E S

a l o n g  w i t h  m e m b e r s  f r o m  t h e  R o t a r y  C l u b s  o f  T a r e e  a n d  L o w e r  M i d c o a s t .

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o  K a t i e  N e w c o m b e  o n  h e r  R o t a r y  A w a r d .

COLLABORATION WITH COMMUNITY
I  s t a r t e d  v o l u n t e e r i n g  w i t h  O z H a r v e s t  3  m o n t h s  a g o  w i t h  G i l  P a d a r i n - I n n e s  f r o m

o u r  c l u b  t h e  R o t a r y  C l u b  o f  P o r t  M a c q u a r i e .  I n i t i a l l y  I  h a d  n o  i d e a  o f  w h a t  w a s

i n v o l v e d  a n d  w a s  d e f i n i t e l y  t h r o w n  i n  t h e  d e e p  e n d .  

W e  v i s i t  s u p e r m a r k e t s ,  b u t c h e r s  a n d  o t h e r  f o o d  d i s t r i b u t o r s  i n  P o r t  M a c q u a r i e

t o  c o l l e c t  u n w a n t e d  f o o d  a n d  t h e n  r e d i s t r i b u t e  t o  c h a r i t i e s  a n d  t h e

N e i g h b o u r h o o d  C e n t r e  w h o  t h e n  r e d i r e c t  i t  t o  n e e d y  f a m i l i e s .  W i t h  G i l  m o v i n g

t o  B r i s b a n e  a n o t h e r  R o t a r i a n ,  S a n d r a  A d a m s  h a s  s t e p p e d  i n  t o  g i l l  t h e  g a p .

O z H a r v e s t  o p e r a t e s  6  d a y s  a  w e e k  w i t h  2  s h i f t s  p e r  d a y  i n  P o r t  M a c q u a r i e .

 I  a m  h o p i n g  m y  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  O z H a r v e s t  c a n  w o r k  s i d e  b y  s i d e  w i t h  m y

R o t a r y  c l u b  t o  e x p a n d  t h e  s e r v i c e s  t h e y  p r o v i d e  t o  l o t s  m o r e  f a m i l i e s  i n  P o r t

M a c q u a r i e .

- E l i z a b e t h  F i e l d i n g

P r e s i d e n t  o f  R o t a r y  C l u b  o f  P o r t  M a c q u a r i e




