
After a memorable trip around Lightning Ridge and the amazing tour by our own personal Rotary guide Mike Taylor, it was
business as usual on Monday morning as we prepared to leave the Ridge for Glen Innes. The sky was black and looked very
stormy as we headed out on the highway once again. This was a visit that will stay with me for the rest of my life!

The trip to Glen Innes was uneventful I am pleased to say, and after checking in to the Motel did a drive around to find the
Supa Strawberry where our Rotary meeting was being held that evening. The evening meeting was hosted by President
Andrew Campbell and attended by AG Zahoor Ahmed. The club like all clubs in drought and fire affected areas has been at the
forefront of relief for their local communities. I can honestly say that this club has done some amazing and different things in
support of their community. I would like to acknowledge the outstanding achievements and work for the relief effort by Cecily
Woodland. Cecily was awarded a Paul Harris Fellow earlier this year. Some of the things she has achieved with the support of
members of the club are, Hay bale donation, tents and camping equipment for those who lost everything and were living out
of their cars, toiletries, gift baskets, deliveries of water, shopping vouchers, school shoe vouchers. Families were given
swimming lesson vouchers to keep the children occupied and safe during and after the fires. One of the major problems with
some of the properties that were burnt down was that they contained asbestos and as we know this requires specialist
removal which can be time consuming and expensive. The club has been The club supports Royal Far West, an Orphanage in
Indonesia by way of a prestigious Golf tournament, and Don Hall was the instigator of the Priscilla Hall Foundation in memory
of his daughter who was lost to a major road traffic accident a few years ago. They support the “Days for Girls’ project in
Indonesia delivering health education and washable hygiene products to the young ladies at high school there. The club has
dispersed $100K in the last year to help people who have suffered through no fault of their own, and would like to
acknowledge the support of fellow Rotary clubs, Quota, Men’s Shed, Hunter New England Health, Bacchus Marsh, Deepwater
Cool Choir, Uniting Church Aspley, Brisbane and partner organisations such as GLENRAC, without whom this could not have
been possible. 

Next morning, I was invited to the satellite club breakfast meeting at the Motel restaurant which was a very upbeat affair. This
club like many others has dispensed with all the traditional time-consuming Rotary things such as grace, National Anthem,
Sargents sessions etc. This is replaced with Rotary business and a lot of fellowship and discussion on Rotary activities that
their club is involved in. I have to say that there is a different level of energy at all these sorts of clubs, where Rotary business
is conducted in a short space of time, before work and left me wanting more of the same. Thank you to AG Zahoor Ahmed who
fronted up again and supported the event. The breakfast club while supporting the efforts of the main club are very much
involved in Youth. They fundraise by performing car parking duties at the Celtic Festival, Firework night, firebox competition
and snowman competition. It is amazing the diversity of money-making productions that all our Rotary clubs get involved in.
They support NYSF, RYLA and the Rotary Youth Science programs. Thank you to all the satellite club members for changing
their normal meeting day to facilitate me, I really appreciate it.
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MUSINGS FROM DG DEBBIE CONT.
L a t e r  t h a t  d a y  w e  t r a v e l l e d  o n  t o  G u y r a  f o r  t h e  m e e t i n g  a t  t h e  l o c a l  c a f é  h o s t e d  b y  P r e s i d e n t  W e n d y  M u l l i g a n .  T h i s  a g a i n

w a s  a n  u p b e a t  m e e t i n g  f u l l  o f  R o t a r y  b u s i n e s s  b u t  i n  a n  i n f o r m a l  s e t t i n g .  W e n d y  h a s  b e e n  b u s y  u p d a t i n g  t h e i r  s t r a t e g i c

p l a n  a n d  r e - e v a l u a t i n g  w h a t  p r o j e c t s  a n d  f u n d r a i s i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t h a t  m i g h t  p r e s e n t  t h i s  y e a r  f o r  t h e m .  T h i s  c l u b

s u p p o r t s  F o u n d a t i o n  b y  e v e r y  m e m b e r  b e i n g  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  “ C e n t u r i o n ”  o r  E v e r y  R o t a r i a n  E v e r y  Y e a r  p r o g r a m .  T h e

c l u b ’ s  m a i n  f u n d r a i s e r  i s  a  X m a s  C a r n i v a l  w h e r e  e v e r y o n e  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  a t t e n d s  a n d  m a n y  o t h e r  c l u b s  a n d  a s s o c i a t i o n s

c o n t r i b u t e  t o  i t s  s u c c e s s .  T h e y  h a v e  s t r e e t  s t a l l s ,  c h i l d r e n ’ s  p r e s e n t s ,  h a m  w h e e l s ,  B B Q ’ s ,  a  l a r g e  X m a s  t r e e  a n d  r e a l  l i v e

r e i n d e e r !  F u n d r a i s i n g  a l s o  t a k e s  t h e  f o r m  o f  w o o d  r a f f l e s .  T h e  y a r e  b i g  s u p p o r t e r s  o f  t h e  b o o k  p r i z e s  f o r  s c h o o l s  w h e r e

i n d i v i d u a l  a c h i e v e m e n t s  o f  s t u d e n t s  a r e  a c k n o w l e d g e .  I  m e t  w i t h  a  s u c c e s s f u l  N Y S F  s t u d e n t  J a c o b  a n d  t h o u g h t  h e  w i l l  d o

v e r y  w e l l  t h i s  y e a r  a n d  I  w o n d e r  w h a t  a v e n u e  o f  s c i e n c e  h e  w i l l  f i n a l l y  c h o o s e  a f t e r  m e e t i n g  o t h e r  s t u d e n t s  j u s t  l i k e  h i m .

T h e  c l u b  h a s  a  m e m b e r s h i p  ‘ h i t  l i s t ’  w h i c h  w a s  g r e a t  t o  h e a r  a n d  w i l l  b e  i n d u c t i n g  a n o t h e r  m e m b e r  s h o r t l y .  T h e  c l u b

p r o j e c t  w a s  i n t e r e s t i n g .  M a r t h a  f r o m  t h e  c l u b  h a d  b e e n  l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  G u y r a  a n d  n o t e d  a  c o u n c i l  r e s o l u t i o n  t o

p r o v i d e  a  m e m o r i a l  p a r k  f o r  r e t u r n e d  s e r v i c e m e n .  T h i s  h a d  n o t  b e e n  f i n i s h e d ,  T h e  c l u b  w e r e  l o o k i n g  a t  a  p r o j e c t  i n

c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  R S L ,  L i o n s  a n d  t h e  l o c a l  G a r d e n  C l u b  t o  p l a n t s  t r e e s  i n  t h e  M e m o r i a l  P a r k  t o  c o m m e m o r a t e  t h e

f a l l e n  a n d  r e t u r n e d ,  G r e a t  p r o j e c t .

T h a n k s  v e r y  m u c h  t o  A G   Z a h o o r  A h m e d  w h o  h o s t e d  b r e a k f a s t  W e d n e s d a y  m o r n i n g  f o r  u s  a n d  a  f e w  o f  t h e  G u y r a

m e m b e r s ,  v e r y  m u c h  a p p r e c i a t e d .

M a n y  R o t a r i a n s  h a v e  b e e n  h a p p y  t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  p a c k  s e n t  o u t  l a s t  w e e k  w h i c h  g a v e  a  v e r y  c o m p r e h e n s i v e

u p d a t e  o n  t h e  n e w  D i s t r i c t  9 6 6 0 .  T h a n k s  t o  e v e r y o n e  f o r  t h e i r  c o m m e n t s  o n  t h i s .  I f  y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s ,  t h e n  p l e a s e

d o  n o t  h e s i t a t e  t o  a s k .  D r o p  m e  a  l i n e  a n d  I  w i l l  a n s w e r  m y s e l f  o r  g e t  i t  a n s w e r e d  f o r  y o u  b y  s o m e o n e  m o r e  k n o w l e d g e a b l e

t h a n  m e .

T o  a l l  t h e  c l u b s  w h o  h a v e  p l e d g e d  s u p p o r t  f o r  o u r  D i s t r i c t  P r o j e c t  t h i s  Y e a r  –  L i f e l i n e ,  t h e  b a n k i n g  d e t a i l s  a r e  a s  f o l l o w s :

- R o t a r y  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  D i s t r i c t  9 6 5 0  I n c .  B S B :  9 3 2  0 0 0  A c c o u n t :  1 0 0 4 5 3 8 2 0

C o n f e r e n c e  p l a n n i n g  f o r  o u r  D i s t r i c t  C o n f e r e n c e  o n  t h e  w e e k e n d  o f  1 2 - 1 4  M a r c h  2 0 2 1  i s  w e l l  u n d e r  w a y .  I  h o p e  t h e  l i k e

t h e  t w o  k e y n o t e  s p e a k e r s  t h a t  I  h a v e  m e n t i o n e d  s o  f a r ,  C o m m i s s i o n e r  S h a n e  F i t z s i m o n s  a n d  P e t e r  B a i n  O A M ,   m o r e  t o

c o m e  i n  n e x t  i s s u e .  

I f  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  l i s t e n  t o  t h e  p r o m o t i o n a l  v i d e o  t h e n  g o  t o  o u r  D i s t r i c t  9 6 5 0  w e b s i t e ,  h t t p s : / / r o t a r y 9 6 5 0 . o r g . a u /  a n d

c l i c k  o n  d i s t r i c t  c o n f e r e n c e  o n  t h e  r i g h t  h a n d  s i d e .  

E a r l y  b i r d  r e g i s t r a t i o n s  w i l l  c o m m e n c e  l a t e r  N o v e m b e r !  T h a n k s  v e r y  m u c h  t o  B r u c e  H e m m e t t  f o r  m a k i n g  t h e  s i t e  a v a i l a b l e

t o  m e  a n d  h i s  o n g o i n g  t e c h  s u p p o r t  a n d  t o  m y  R e g i s t r a t i o n  M a n a g e r  V a l d a  S t u r r o c k ,  w h o  i s  d o i n g  a n  a m a z i n g  j o b  g e t t i n g

e v e r y t h i n g  r e a d y  f o r  a  s m o o t h  p r o c e s s .

R e m e m b e r ,

Opportunities are like sunrises – If you wait too long you miss them!

https://rotary9650.org.au/


ROTARY THROUGH THE EYES OF VICTORIA LI
R e c e n t l y  s t u d e n t  V i c t o r i a  L i  a p p l i e d  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  N Y S F .  D u r i n g  t h e  p r o c e s s  K e n  H a l l

c a m e  a c r o s s  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t  a b o u t  h o w  s h e  s e e s  R o t a r y  a n d  a s k e d  i f  w e  c o u l d  s h a r e  i t .  

R o t a r y  O p e n s  O p p o r t u n i t i e s  R o t a r y  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  i s  a n  o r g a n i s a t i o n  o f  m o r e  t h a n  a

m i l l i o n  m e m b e r s  b a s e d  o n  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  t o  b r i n g  p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,  b u s i n e s s e s ,  a n d

i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  p r o v i d e  s e r v i c e  a n d  h u m a n i t a r i a n  a i d  t o  t h e  l o c a l  a n d  g l o b a l  c o m m u n i t y .

T h e  p o s i t i v e  i m p a c t s  o f  R o t a r y  a r e  e v i d e n t  i n  m a n y  a r e a s  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .  A s  a  h i g h

s c h o o l  s t u d e n t  s e a r c h i n g  f o r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a n d  d e s i r i n g  t o  m a k e  a  p o s i t i v e  i m p a c t  i n  t h e

s o c i e t y ,  I  w i l l  g r o w  t o  p l a y  a  p a r t  i n ,  R o t a r y  h a s  i n s p i r e d  a n d  m o t i v a t e d  m e  t o  s e e k

S e r v i c e  b e f o r e  S e l f .  M o s t  r e l e v a n t  t o  m e  a s  a  s t u d e n t  a r e  t h e  a r e a s  o f  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n

c o m m u n i t y  s e r v i c e ,  s t u d e n t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a n d  h e a l t h  a n d  m e d i c a l  a i d .  

A s  a  t e e n a g e  g i r l ,  I  a m  p a s s i o n a t e  a b o u t  t h e  s a f e t y  o f  a l l  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y ,

e s p e c i a l l y  y o u t h ,  w o m e n ,  a n d  t h e  e l d e r l y .  P r o g r a m s  o f  p o l i c i n g  a n d  s u p p o r t  o f f e r e d  b y

R o t a r y  e n s u r e  a n d  p r o v i d e  a  s a f e  p l a c e  f o r  p o t e n t i a l l y  v u l n e r a b l e  m e m b e r s  o f  s o c i e t y .

S a f e t y  i s  a  h u m a n  r i g h t  a n d  c o m f o r t  i n  o n e ’ s  o w n  h o m e  s h o u l d  b e  u n d e n i a b l e  y e t

i n c i d e n t s  l i k e  t h e s e  a r e  o c c u r r i n g  a l l  a r o u n d  u s .  R o t a r y ’ s  p o s i t i v e  i m p a c t s  s u r r o u n d i n g

t h e  i s s u e  p r o v i d e  a  s e n s e  o f  p r o t e c t i o n  a n d  r a i s e  a w a r e n e s s  f o r  m e  a s  a  h i g h  s c h o o l  g i r l .

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  i m m e n s e l y  g r a c i o u s  s t u d e n t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t h a t  R o t a r y  o f f e r s  h a s

p r o v i d e d  m e  c o n f i d e n c e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  d u r i n g  t h e  c u r r e n t  p a n d e m i c .  

F r o m  l e a d e r s h i p  r o l e s ,  t o  s c h o l a r s h i p s  a n d  b u r s a r i e s  f o r  r u r a l  m e d i c a l  a n d  n u r s i n g

s t u d e n t s ,  2 0 2 0 ’ s  t h e m e  o f  “ R o t a r y  O p e n s  O p p o r t u n i t i e s ”  i s  c l e a r l y  r e f l e c t e d .  I  b e l i e v e

t h a t  a l l  s t u d e n t s  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  b a c k g r o u n d  s h o u l d  b e  o f f e r e d  e q u a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a n d

R o t a r y ’ s  s u p p o r t  h a s  e n a b l e d  t h i s .  I n  a  t i m e  w h e r e  I  f e l t  t h a t  m a n y  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  w e r e

c l o s i n g  t h e i r  d o o r s  t o  m e  d u r i n g  q u a r a n t i n e ,  t h e  w o r k s  o f  t h e  o r g a n i s a t i o n  e n s u r e d  t h a t

p r o g r a m s  s u c h  a s  t h e  N Y S F  s t i l l  p r o c e e d e d .  I t  i s  r e a s s u r i n g  a n d  h a s  e n a b l e d  m e  t o

c o n t i n u e  t o  p u r s u e  m y  a c a d e m i c  e n d e a v o u r s  a n d  c o n t r i b u t e  m y  s e r v i c e s .  

F i n a l l y ,  t h e  a s p e c t  t h a t  I  a m  m o s t  i n s p i r e d  b y  a n d  h o p e  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  b e c o m e  i n v o l v e d  i n

i s  t h e  a m a z i n g  w o r k s  o f  R o t a r y  r e g a r d i n g  m e d i c a l  h e a l t h ,  h y g i e n e ,  a n d  a i d .  A s  a n

a s p i r i n g  s t u d e n t  w h o  h o p e s  t o  p u r s u e  a  c a r e e r  i n  m e d i c i n e  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  h e l p  o t h e r s ,

i n i t i a t i v e s  a n d  p r o j e c t s  s u c h  a s  t h e  “ E n d  P o l i o ”  a r e  n o t  o n l y  i n s p i r i n g  b u t  h a v e  a l s o

p r o v e n  t o  h a v e  i m m e n s e l y  p o s i t i v e  i m p a c t s  o n  a  l a r g e  s c a l e .  H y g i e n e  a n d  s a n i t a t i o n ,

a m o n g s t  m a n y  o t h e r  s e r v i c e s  t h a t  R o t a r y  h a v e  p r o v i d e d ,  o n  a  s c i e n t i f i c  a n d  m e d i c a l

s c a l e  h a v e  m o t i v a t e d  m y  i n t e r e s t s  m o r e  a n d  f u r t h e r  c o n f i r m e d  m y  d e s i r e  t o  b e  a b l e  t o

h e l p  a  w i d e r  c o m m u n i t y  w i t h  m y  s k i l l s  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  I  r e m e m b e r  g r o w i n g  u p  w i t h  R o t a r y

a s  m y  n e i g h b o u r  u n a w a r e  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  i t s  d r a s t i c ,  p o s i t i v e  i n f l u e n c e s  i n  t h e

c o m m u n i t y .  I  h a v e  a l w a y s  b e e n  c u r i o u s  s o  w a l k i n g  p a s t  t h e  b u i l d i n g  e v e r y d a y  p r o m p t e d

m y  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n t o  t h e  o r g a n i s a t i o n .  I  h o p e  t h a t  i n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  R o t a r y  b e c o m e s

s o m e t h i n g  m o r e  t h a n  t h e  b u i l d i n g  I  u s e d  t o  w a l k  p a s t  i n  p r i m a r y  s c h o o l ,  b u t  a n

i n v o l v e m e n t  w h e r e  I  c a n  c o n t r i b u t e  a l o n g s i d e  w i t h  t h e  m a n y  i n s p i r i n g  i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d

t e a m s  t o  m a k e  a  p o s i t i v e  i m p a c t ,  l o c a l l y ,  i n  a  c o m m u n i t y  o r  f o r  o u r  g l o b a l  s o c i e t y .

CONGRATULATIONS MARIE KNIGHT OAM
A  h u g e  c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t ' s  n e w e s t  O A M  r e c i p i e n t  R o t a r i a n  M a r i e  K n i g h t

O A M .

T h e  C o o n a b a r a b r a n  s h e e p  a n d  c a t t l e  f a r m e r  w a s  h o n o u r e d  f o r  h e r  w o r k  s e t t i n g  u p  a n d

c o - o r d i n a t i n g  L a m b  J u m p e r s :  H e l p i n g  O u r  F a r m e r s .

T h e  i n i t i a t i v e  c o l l e c t s  h a n d m a d e  j u m p e r s  a n d  s e n d s  t h e m  t o  f a r m e r s  o r  f o s t e r  c a r e r s  t o

k e e p  o r p h a n e d  l a m b s  w a r m .

C l i c k  h e r e  f o r  m o r e .

ROTARACT PODCAST
I n  h e r  r o l e  a s  R o t a r a c t  A u s t r a l i a

C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  D i r e c t o r ,  D i s t r i c t

R o t a r a c t  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  L a u r a

T e l f o r d  h a s  c r e a t e d  a  R o t a r a c t

p o d c a s t .

T h e  p o d c a s t  i s  c a l l e d  C h a t s  b y

R o t a r a c t  A u s t r a l i a .

S h e  i s  i n t e r v i e w i n g  R o t a r a c t o r s  a n d

R o t a r i a n s  a r o u n d  t h e  c o u n t r y  s h a r i n g

e x c i t i n g  s t o r i e s  a b o u t  h o w

R o t a r a c t o r s  a r e  c o n t i n u i n g  t o

c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  w o r l d .

h e  e p i s o d e s  a r e  a v a l i a b l e  o n  A p p l e

P o d c a s t ,  S p o t i f y  i H e a r t R a d i o  a n d

e v e r y w h e r e  y o u  w o u l d  l i s t e n  t o  a

p o d c a s t .  

O R  y o u  c a n  c l i c k  h e r e  a n d  l i s t e n !

https://www.northerndailyleader.com.au/story/6597058/caring-for-other-farmers-kept-us-sane-during-drought-founder-says/
https://open.spotify.com/show/50TyklK7ze6JZ1prj9Ju6g
https://open.spotify.com/show/50TyklK7ze6JZ1prj9Ju6g


ROTARY PARTNERS WITH THE WESTPAC RESCUE HELICOPTER 
T h e  W e s t p a c  R e s c u e  H e l i c o p t e r  S e r v i c e  i s  p r o u d l y  c e l e b r a t i n g  2 0  y e a r s  i n  t h e  N E N W  t h i s  y e a r ,  a n d  w i t h  t h a t

c o m e s  a  c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  p a r t n e r s h i p s .  R o t a r y  D i s t r i c t  9 6 5 0  h a s  s p o n s o r e d  t h e  W R H S  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e

t i m e  t h e  S e r v i c e  h a s  b e e n  b a s e d  i n  T a m w o r t h .   S o  m u c h  s o ,  t h a t  t h e  T a m w o r t h  b a s e d  a i r c r a f t  p r o u d l y  c a r r i e s  t h e

R o t a r y  w h e e l  o n  i t s  t a i l .   I n  t h e  l a s t  1 0  y e a r s  a l o n e ,  d i s t r i c t  9 6 5 0  h a s  d o n a t e d  o v e r  $ 1 7 1 , 0 0 0  t o  t h e  W R H S ,  w h i c h

h e l p s  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  r e m a i n  a v a i l a b l e  2 4 / 7  t o  t h o s e  i n  n e e d  a c r o s s  N o r t h e r n  N S W . D u r i n g  2 0 1 9 / 2 0 2 0 .  

C o m m u n i t y  L i a i s o n  O f f i c e r  f o r  t h e  S e r v i c e ,  T a m a r a  O ’ R e i l l y  ( a l s o  a  R o t a r i a n  –  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  R o t a r y  C l u b  o f

T a m w o r t h  S u n r i s e )  h a s  v i s i t e d  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  c l u b s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n ,  t o  t h a n k  t h e m  f o r  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  a n d  g i v e  t h e m  a n

u p d a t e  o n  t h e  H e l i c o p t e r  S e r v i c e .   T a m a r a  h o p e s  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  a t t e n d  a l l  t h e  c l u b s  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  a s  a  s y m b o l  o f

t h a n k s  f o r  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  c o m m i t m e n t  b e t w e e n  W R H S  &  R o t a r y  9 6 5 0 .  R o t a r i a n  B i l l  W a r b u r t o n  O A M  ( m e m b e r  o f

t h e  R o t a r y  C l u b  o f  T a m w o r t h )  i s  a  s t a u n c h  s u p p o r t e r  o f  t h e  W e s t p a c  R e s c u e  H e l i c o p t e r  S e r v i c e  a n d  e n c o u r a g e s  a l l

c l u b s  a c r o s s  t h e  r e g i o n  t o  d o n a t e  w h a t  t h e y  c a n  t o  t h e  S e r v i c e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d u r i n g  t h e  c u r r e n t  C O V I D - 1 9

P a n d e m i c .  

“ I t  h a s  b e e n  a  d r e a m  o f  m i n e  t o  g e t  t h e  r o t a r y  w h e e l  o n  a l l  4  o f  t h e  W e s t p a c  R e s c u e  H e l i c o p t e r s ,  s o  t h a t  R o t a r y  a n d

t h e  C h o p p e r  c a n  f l y  t o g e t h e r  o v e r  t h e  w h o l e  o f  N o r t h e r n  N S W .  T h i s  c a n  o n l y  b e  a c h i e v e d  b y  c l u b s  d o n a t i n g  w h a t

t h e y  c a n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  n o w  w h e n  t h e  C h o p p e r  c a n n o t  h o l d  m a n y  o f  t h e i r  u s u a l  e v e n t s . ”  

S h o u l d  y o u  w i s h  t o  k n o w  m o r e  a b o u t  h o w  t o  d o n a t e ,  o r  h a v e  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  W R H S  v i s i t  y o u r  c l u b ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t

T a m a r a  o n  0 4 0 1  7 2 9  4 4 3 .

DATABASE UPDATING WITH DI HALL

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86428322781


COMMUNITY COLLABORATIONS
W i t h  a  w i s h  t o  b r o a d e n  i t s  Y o u t h  P r o g r a m  a  f e w  y e a r s  a g o ,  t h e  R o t a r y  C l u b  o f  P o r t

M a c q u a r i e  a p p r o a c h e d  t h e  H e a d  E n g l i s h  T e a c h e r  a t  H a s t i n g s  S e c o n d a r y  C o l l e g e ,  P o r t

M a c q u a r i e  C a m p u s ,  t o  s a y  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  b e  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  t h e  N a t i o n a l  D o r o t h e a

M a c k e l l a r  P o e t r y  C o m p e t i t i o n  t h r o u g h  t h e  s c h o o l  a n d  t o  d o  t h i s  w o u l d  o f f e r  b o o k s  f o r

t h e  s c h o o l  l i b r a r y  t o  a  v a l u e  a s  f o l l o w s :

1 - 1 0  e n t r i e s  $ 1 0 0

1 1 - 2 0  e n t r i e s  $ 2 0 0

2 1 - 3 0  e n t r i e s  $ 3 0 0

3 1 - 4 0  e n t r i e s  $ 4 0 0

4 1  a n d  a b o v e  $ 5 0 0

T h e  s c h o o l  w i l l i n g l y  a c c e p t e d  t h e  o f f e r  a n d  e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  p o e t r y  c o m p e t i t i o n  i s  n o w

p a r t  o f  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m .  ( T h e  D o r o t h e a  M a c k e l l a r  P o e t r y  C o m p e t i t i o n  i s  a d m i n i s t e r e d  b y

t h e  D o r o t h e a  M a c k e l l a r  M e m o r i a l  S o c i e t y ,  f o r m e d  i n  1 9 8 3 .  T h e  a w a r d s  h a v e  g r o w n

f r o m  3 0 0  e n t r i e s  t o  a n  o n l i n e  n a t i o n a l  c o n t e s t  f o r  a l l  s c h o o l  a g e d  c h i l d r e n ,  t h i s  y e a r

a t t r a c t i n g  o v e r  7 5 0 0  e n t r i e s . )

T h i s  C l u b  h o l d s  a  P o e t r y  N i g h t  e a c h  y e a r  w i t h  a  g u e s t  p o e t ,  i n c l u d e s  a n  i n v i t a t i o n  f o r  a

s m a l l  n u m b e r  o f  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  s t u d e n t s  t o  r e a d  o u t  t h e i r  p o e m s ,  a n d  o c c a s i o n a l l y

i n v i t e s  a  n u m b e r  o f  m e m b e r s  t o  r e a d  o n e  o f  t h e  p o e m s  t h e y  h a v e  w r i t t e n .  T h e  b e n e f i t s

o f  t h e  p r o g r a m  a r e  t h e  v e r y  s m a l l  c o s t s  i n v o l v e d ,  t h e  v e r y  s m a l l  w o r k  l o a d ,  t h e  v e r y

g o o d  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  s c h o o l ,  a n d  i t  a l l o w s  u s  t o  s u p p o r t  a n d  e n c o u r a g e  a  l o v e  o f

p o e t r y  a n d  c r e a t i v e  w r i t i n g  a m o n g  t h e  s t u d e n t s !

I  r e a l l y  a p p r e c i a t e d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t r a v e l  w i t h  D i s t r i c t  G o v e r n o r  D e b b i e  L o v e d a y

l a s t  w e e k  t o  L i g h t e n i n g  R i d g e .  O n  t h e  w a y  w e  h a d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  c a t c h  u p  w i t h  t h e

P r o j e c t  M a n a g e r  o f  T h e  D o r o t h e a  M a c k e l l a r  M e m o r i a l  S o c i e t y  a t  T h e  M a c k e l l a r  C e n t r e

i n  G u n n e d a h .  S h e  i m m e d i a t e l y  k n e w  t h a t  o v e r  1 5 0  p o e m s  h a d  c o m e  f r o m  P o r t  H i g h .  W e

v i s i t e d  N a r r a b r i ,  L i g h t n i n g  R i d g e  ,  G l e n  I n n e s  a n d  G u y r a  R o t a r y  C l u b s  p l u s  G l e n  I n n e s

S a t e l l i t e  C l u b .  I d e a s  s e e m  t o  b e  e v e r y w h e r e .  I  w a s  v e r y  i m p r e s s e d .  I  a m  p u t t i n g  t h i s

i d e a  o u t  t h e r e .   I t  i s  e a s y  t o  r e p l i c a t e  a n d  i f  a n y o n e  i s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  k n o w i n g  m o r e ,

p l e a s e  d o  n o t  h e s i t a t e  t o  m a k e  c o n t a c t .

D i a n a  G a m m o n

Y o u t h  D i r e c t o r

R o t a r y  C l u b  o f  P o r t  M a c q u a r i e .

RYLA 2020 BY LUKE MASSEY 
T e r r y  B u r g e s s  R Y L A  S c h o l a r s h i p  R e c i p i e n t

R C  T a m w o r t h  F i r s t  L i g h t

H e a d i n g  i n t o  R y l a  2 0 2 0 ,  I  w a s  f i l l e d  w i t h  t h e  f e a r s  o f  a n x i e t y  t h a t  o f t e n  a c c o m p a n y  t h e

c o m p l e t e  u n k n o w n .  I  k n e w  a l m o s t  n o t h i n g  a b o u t  t h e  w e e k .  I  k n e w  n o  o n e  a t  t h e  c a m p .  I

h a d  s p e n t  t h e  m o r n i n g  f o r c i n g  o u t  a  c o u g h .  C o n v i n c i n g  m y  s t o m a c h ,  i t  w a s  u p s e t .

C o n c o c t i n g  s o m e  s t r e n u o u s  r e a s o n  f o r  g o i n g  b a c k  o n  m y  p r o m i s e .  T o  s a y  m y  m i n d  w a s

q u i c k l y  c h a n g e d  w a s  a n  u n d e r s t a t e m e n t .  I  w a s  i m m e d i a t e l y  m e t  b y  t h e  w o n d e r f u l l y

f r i e n d l y  s m i l e s  o f  t h e  R y l a  l e a d e r s  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t .  I  m e t  e q u a l l y  n e r v o u s  b u t

f a n t a s t i c a l l y  f r i e n d l y  f e l l o w  R y l a r i a n s .  M y  a n x i e t i e s  w e r e  q u i c k l y  s w e p t  a w a y  b y  a

t s u n a m i  o f  e x c i t e m e n t ,  m o t i v a t i o n ,  a n d  c o m r a d e r y .   

T h i s  w a s  a l l  b e f o r e  w e  b e g a n  t a c k l i n g  t h e  w o r k s h o p s .  T h e  R y l a r i a n  m a n a g e m e n t  r e a l l y

h a v e  p u t  t o g e t h e r  a  s e r i e s  o f  c o u r s e s  t h a t  f o r m  t h e  c a t a l y s t  f o r  c h a n g e  a m o n g s t  p e o p l e

o f  o u r  a g e  g r o u p .  J o h n  C a r r o l l ’ s  R y l a  s p e c i f i c  c o u r s e  p r o m o t e s  t h e  k i n d  o f  l i f e  t r a i n i n g

w h i c h ,  i n  m y  v i e w ,  s h o u l d  b e  a  p i l l a r  o f  o u r  s c h o o l i n g  s y s t e m .  I  c a m e  t o  R y l a  a n

u n m o t i v a t e d ,  l o s t ,  a n d  d i r e c t i o n l e s s  2 6 - y e a r - o l d  a n d  l e f t  w i t h  a  n e w  l u s t  f o r  l i f e  a n d  a

n e w  m o t i v a t i o n  t o  s u c c e e d .  T h e  c o u r s e  g a v e  m e  t h e  t o o l s  t o  b r i d g e  t h e  g a p  b e t w e e n

f i n i s h i n g  p o s t g r a d u a t e  u n i v e r s i t y  a n d  s u c c e s s f u l l y  b u i l d i n g  a  l i f e  f o r  m y s e l f  o u t s i d e  o f

t h e  s a f e t y  n e t  o f  t e r t i a r y  e d u c a t i o n .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  I  h a v e  m a d e  f r i e n d s  f o r  l i f e .  T h e

b o n d s  w e  m a d e  a t  R y l a  a r e  u n l i k e  a n y  o t h e r  I  h a v e  e x p e r i e n c e d .  

T h e  i n t e n s i t y  o f  t h e  w e e k  b o n d s  u s  u n l i k e  a n y  o t h e r  f r i e n d s h i p  a n d  I  a m  s o  t h a n k f u l  t o

h a v e  m e t  s o m e  o f  t h e  m o s t  i n s p i r i n g  y o u n g  p e o p l e  I  h a v e  e v e r  m e t .  R y l a r i a n s  a r e  t r u l y  a

s p e c i a l  g r o u p  a n d  I  w i l l  f o r e v e r  b e  g l a d  t o  c a l l  m y s e l f  a  g r a d u a t e .

WORKING DOG

TRAINING
C o o n a b a r a b r a n  R C  I S  p r e s e n t i n g  a

W o r k i n g  D o g  T r a i n i n g  d a y  a t  R o t a r i a n

M a r i e  K n i g h t ' s  p r o p e r t y

B e r r u m b u c k l e  o n  S a t  2 4  O c t .    

P l a c e s    a r e  l i m i t e d  b u t  f i l l i n g  f a s t  . .

t r a i n e r  i s  R o b e r t  C o x  f r o m  N y n g a n

a r e a  . .  i t ' s  f r e e  t h a n k s  t o  R e d  c r o s s .    I f

y o u r  f a r m  d o g  n e e d s  t o  b e  s e t t l e d  o r

t a u g h t  t o  w o r k  p l e a s e  b o o k  i n  . .  C R C

w i l l  p r o v i d e    m o r n i n g  t e a  a n d  l u n c h .  

F u n d e d  b y  R e d  C r o s s  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e

d r o u g h t  i n i t i a t i v e .

B o o k  b y  c o n t a c t i n g  M a r i e  K n i g h t

6 8 4 2  2 7 0 3

R Y L A  2 0 2 0  p a r t i c i p a n t  L u k e  M a s s e y




