
I have just returned from a fabulous weekend in Tamworth! It was wonderful to see everyone and I hope you found it to be a
great weekend as well ! Monday, I headed out to Manilla to catch up with members of the club and check up on my friend
President Peter Dutton, (he’s been a bit crook lately, but much better now. Manilla is a smaller club and when I asked what
they had been up to this year they thought I might not have much to write about. It’s incredible how we seem to forget just
how much we and our fellow Rotarians achieve in the year, despite, drought, bushfire and pandemic. The club like most out
west has been working to alleviate the suffering of their farming community. Whether its food for farmers, cards, food for
animals they have been there supporting. If that wasn’t enough the pandemic has seen hospital patients isolated without the
normal visiting family and friends. The club managed to get iPads into the hospital so family could talk to family and friends, so
they weren’t so isolated and kept in touch with each other. What a wonderful idea. The club is passionate about supporting
the Westpac Rescue Helicopter and proud supporters of the MHERV van. It seems that a lot of clubs like to support the
MHERV van and I can say that I have been approached to have the van at my conference and them give an update on how
2021 will pan out. The club are big supporters of Youth and like to sponsor and mentor students from the local area. Students
have had the opportunity to attend RYLA, RYAG sheep, public speaking, NYSF to name a few. The club like to provide books as
prizes at the schools in their town. They are interested in Indigenous education and awareness about domestic violence. The
club supports the Santa Run for disadvantaged kids. They are also keen to continue their support of Roselea House, that
supports people with mental ill health as well as Youth Insearch.  Another of their fundraisers is the winter wood drive and
raffle. Not bad for a blank canvas.

The evening was a lady’s night and it was good to see so many of the local ladies in attendance. One thing that amazed me was
that there were three separate CWA’s in town. We even had a four-month-old future Rotarian join the meeting, and he loved
all the attention. Peters vision is to increase the membership base at the club and attract so associate members. Thank you to
AG Simon Guest for travelling out to support me and add to the fun of the night.

Tuesday morning breakfast was in Tamworth and some more shopping, with a note to self not to forget to fill up with fuel!
Now you have probably guessed that as I have made that comment, my all Aussie adventure has one more chapter because of
course excited by the shopping I did forget to call in the servo. Of course, a couple of hours later 7 klms past Gingers that is
closed at present, the red light came on. To make matters worse my car is diesel and I know that to run out of diesel can be
tricky. After my initial panic I pulled up at the next roadworks much to the surprise of the RMS traffic controller and others
roadside. After explaining the situation and begging for some diesel a nice young man turned up with a jerry can, just about the
same time as my neighbour, who so me on the side of the road as he was passing. He seemed really amused by my
predicament. At that point no one had a funnel for the fuel, so I asked my neighbour to make himself useful and find a funnel
for us. He presented an empty bottle of water and said to us just cut the top off. Well the RMS guys didn’t have a knife. Not to
be seen to be totally useless I remembered that I had been given a swiss army knife and proudly presented it from my
handbag, much to everyone’s surprise.  Thanks very much to the RMS road guys, they also said I wasn’t the first to need fuel.
So please note last fuel for 160 klms is Walcha. 
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MUSINGS FROM DG DEBBIE CONT.
W e d n e s d a y  w a s  a  v i s i t  t o  s e e  P r e s i d e n t  R o d  E d w a r d s  a t  N a m b u c c a  V a l l e y .  F o r  t h o s e  n o t  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  c l u b ,  N a m b u c c a

H e a d s  a n d  M a c k s v i l l e  m e r g e d  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h i s  y e a r  v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l l y ,  a n d  t h e r e  i s  a  l o v e l y  f u n  a t m o s p h e r e  i n  t h e  c l u b .

T h e  m e m b e r s  h a v e  w o r k e d  t o g e t h e r  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s  a n d  t h i s  w a s  a  g r e a t  m o v e  t o  c a r r y  o n  t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  t w o  c l u b s .  T h i s  c l u b

h a s  r e c e n t l y  g o t  b a c k  t o  f a c e  t o  f a c e  m e e t i n g s  b u t  b e e n  v e r y  b u s y  w i t h  t h e  b u s h f i r e  r e l i e f  e f f o r t .  T h e  b u s h f i r e s  h a v e  j u s t

r a v a g e d  t h i s  d i s t r i c t  a n d  a  y e a r  o n  R o t a r i a n s  a r e  f i n d i n g  p e o p l e  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  s e l f l e s s l y  h e l p i n g  e v e r y o n e  b u t  t h e m s e l v e s .

T h e  c l u b  f o u n d  o n e  l a d y  w h o  h a s  t i r e l e s s l y  h e l p e d  e v e r y o n e  a n d  i n  t h e  l a s t  y e a r  n o t  o n c e  m e n t i o n e d  t h a t  s h e  n e e d e d  s o m e

h e l p  h e r s e l f .  H e r  g u t t e r s  h a d  c o m p l e t e l y  b u c k l e d  i n  t h e  f e r o c i o u s  h e a t  t h a t  s u r r o u n d e d  h e r  p l a c e  d u r i n g  t h e  p e a k  o f  t h e  f i r e s .

I t  w a s  g r e a t  t o  h e a r  a  c o u p l e  o f  m e m b e r s  P D G  G a r y  J o h n s o n  a n d  D a v i d  A i s n w o r t h  w e r e  q u i c k  t o  c o m e  t o  t h e  r e s c u e .  T h e y

h a v e  s o u r c e d  r e p l a c e m e n t  m a t e r i a l s  a n d  a r e  o r g a n i s i n g  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  d a m a g e d  g u t t e r s  a m o n g s t  o t h e r  r e p a i r s .  T h i s  i s  s u c h  a

h e a r t - w a r m i n g  s t o r y .  T h e  c l u b  h a s  p a r t n e r e d  w i t h  t h e  R o t a r y  C l u b  o f  N o r t h b r i d g e  w h o  h a v e  d o n a t e d  m o n e y  t o  a s s i s t  n  t h e

b u s h f i r e  r e l i e f .  T h e  c l u b  h a s  d o n a t e d  o v e r  $ 5 0 , 0 0 0  l o c a l l y .  T h e y  a l s o  h a v e  a  t o o l  l i b r a r y  f o r  l o c a l s  t o  b o r r o w  t o o l s  t o  h e l p

w i t h  t h e  c l e a n  u p  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  e f f o r t .  I  m e t  a  l a d y  o n  t h e  e v e n i n g  w h o  h a s  n o t  o n l y  f u n d r a i s e d  t o  s u p p o r t  p e o p l e  w i t h  t h e

W o o d s t o c k  i n  t h e  V a l l e y  c o n c e r t  a n d  t h e  b u s h f i r e  c o n c e r t  b u t  a s s i s t s  w i t h  t h e  t o o l  l i b r a r y .  I  b e l i e v e  P r e s i d e n t  R o d  i s  h o p i n g

t h a t  s h e  w i l l  s t a y  h e l p i n g  t h e  c l u b  a n d  b e c o m e  a  m e m b e r .  A n o t h e r  g r e a t  p r o j e c t  t h e  c l u b  h a s  b e e n  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  i s  t h e  m a k i n g

o f  a  l a r g e  c a g e  f o r  i n j u r e d  w i l d l i f e  t o  b e  u s e d  b y  W I R E S .  T h e  p r o j e c t  w a s  c o m p l e t e d  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  O c t o b e r  b y  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e

c l u b .  W e l l  d o n e  R o t a r i a n s .  O n e  t h i n g  t h a t  w a s  v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  i s  t h a t  t h e i r  E x e c u t i v e  S e c r e t a r y  l i v e s  i n  P o r t u g a l !  T h i s  i s  t h e

a g e  o f  t e c h n o l o g y  a n d  i t  j u s t  g o e s  t o  s h o w  m e m b e r s  c a n  b e  a n y w h e r e  i n  t h e  w o r l d  a n d  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  g r e a t  w o r k  R o t a r y

d o e s .

T h i s  w e e k e n d  w a s  o u r  f i r s t  f a c e  t o  f a c e  g e t  t o g e t h e r  a t  T a m w o r t h  w h e r e  w e  c e l e b r a t e d  o u r  m e m b e r s h i p  g a i n s ,  r e c e i v e d  s o m e

v e r y  p o s i t i v e  r e i n f o r c e m e n t  f r o m  o u r  M e m b e r s h i p  D i r e c t o r  J e n n y  S i n c l a i r  w h o  t o o k  u s  t h r o u g h  t h e  y e a r  w i t h  s o m e  i n c i t e f u l

a n d  s o m e t i m e s  a m u s i n g  r e c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  C O V I D  t i m e s .  T h e r e  w a s  a l s o  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  c u l t u r e  o f  l o o k i n g  a f t e r

e a c h  o t h e r  d u r i n g  l o c k d o w n  w i t h  p i c t u r e s  o f  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  a n d  M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  R o t a r y  C l u b  o f  P o r t  M a c q u a r i e  S u n r i s e  w h o

d i s t r i b u t e d  c o o k i e s  t o  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  c l u b  w i t h  R  U  O K  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e m .  A  s m a l l  g e s t u r e  b u t  w i t h  a  h u g e  i m p a c t .   O u r

D i s t r i c t  R o t a r a c t  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  w a s  u n a b l e  t o  f l y  o u t  o f  A d e l a i d e  t o  b e  w i t h  u s  b u t  z o o m e d  i n  a n d  c o n d u c t e d  a  v e r y

i n t e r e s t i n g  p a n e l  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  s o m e  p r o m i n e n t  R o t a r a c t o r s  a n d  t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e s  i n  R o t a r a c t .  W e  h e a r d  o f  t h e  n e e d  f o r

c o n n e c t i o n  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t .  T h e y  s p o k e  o f  t h e  c h a l l e n g e s  f a c e d  a n d  s o m e  o f  t h e  b e n e f i t s  b e i n g  a  R o t a r a c t o r

h a d  g i v e n  t h e m  i n  t h e i r  c h o s e n  c a r e e r s .

 W e  h e a r d  f r o m  R o t a r y  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  P r e s i d e n t  E l e c t  J e s s e  H a r m a n  w h o  g a v e  h e r  t h o u g h t s  o n  R o t a r y  t o d a y  a n d  w h a t  t o

e x p e c t  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  J e s s e  s p o k e  a b o u t  t h e  f a b u l o u s  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t h a t  w e  h a v e  f o r  c r e a t i n g  a  n e w  R o t a r y  w o r l d  w i t h  t h e

f o r m a t i o n  o f  n e w  a n d  e x c i t i n g  c l u b s  t h a t  m e t  t h e  n e e d  o f  t h e  p e o p l e .  J e s s e  s a i d  w e  m u c h  c r e a t e  n e w  c l u b s  t h a t  f i t t e d  a

d i f f e r e n t  n e e d  a n d  n o t  t r y  t o  f i t  n e w  R o t a r i a n s  t o  e x i s t i n g  c l u b  m o d e l s .  N a t i o n a l  R A W C S  V i c e  C h a i r  D a v e  P e a r s o n  g a v e  u s

p o s s i b l y  t h e  b e s t  t a l k  a n d  P o w e r P o i n t  o n  R A W C S  t h a t  I  h a v e  s e e n .  I t  r e a l l y  e n c a p s u l a t e d  e v e r y t h i n g  R A W C S  w a s  a b o u t ,  i t s

p r o g r a m s ,  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  h o w  i t  c a n  s u p p o r t  a n d  f a c i l i t a t e  R o t a r y  C l u b s  t o  p e r f o r m  t h e i r  s e r v i c e  p r o j e c t s  h e r e  a n d

i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y .  W e  h e a r d  a n  u p d a t e  o n  t h e  n e w  d i s t r i c t  9 6 6 0  f r o m  P D G  N e v i l l e  P a r s o n s  ( D G N  D i s t r i c t  9 6 6 0 )  a n d  A n d r e w

B e s t  f r o m  P a r r a m a t t a .  D u r i n g  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  i t  w a s  n o t e d  t h a t  m a n y  m e m b e r s  h a d  n o t  r e c e i v e d  a l l  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  s e n t  o u t

o n  t h e  1 3  S e p t e m b e r .  T h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  w i l l  b e  p u t  o n  t h e  D i s t r i c t  w e b  s i t e  f o r  e v e r y o n e  t o  a c c e s s .

h t t p s : / / w w w . r o t a r y 9 6 5 0 . o r g . a u / L o o k  t o  t h e  r i g h t - h a n d  s i d e  o f  t h e  h o m e  p a g e  a n d  c l i c k  o n  D i s t r i c t  9 6 6 0 . T r u d y  G r i c e  f r o m

P a r r a m a t t a  a l s o  t a l k e d  a b o u t  c l u b  a n d  d i s t r i c t  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  s u p p o r t  t h a t  t h e y  c a n  g i v e .  T h i s  i n c l u d e d  a n  o n l i n e

d e m o n s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  M y  R o t a r y  s i t e  a n d  t i p s  f o r  q u i c k  a c c e s s  t o  R o t a r y  C l u b  C e n t r a l  a n d  t h e  L e a r n i n g  C e n t r e  t h r o u g h  t h e

O n l i n e  T o o l s  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  h o m e  p a g e .  V e r y  u s e f u l ,  p r a c t i c a l  t i p s  w e r e  s h a r e d .

S a t u r d a y  n i g h t  w e  w e r e  e n t e r t a i n e d  a n d  i n f o r m e d  b y  o u r  g u e s t  s p e a k e r  m y  g o o d  f r i e n d  D G  A n d y  R a j a p a k s e  f r o m  D i s t r i c t

9 6 4 0 .  I  d o n ’ t  t h i n k  w e  c o u l d  q u i t e  b e l i e v e  t h e  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  s t o r i e s  o f  R o t a r y  C l u b s  f o r m e d  i n  1 0 0  d a y s .  P e o p l e  s e e m i n g l y

w i t h  n o  i d e a  a b o u t  R o t a r y  f a l l i n g  o v e r  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  s t a r t  o r  b e  a p a r t  o f  R o t a r y .  A n d y  p r e s e n t e d  a  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e  o f  m e n u

t h a n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  R o t a r y  c l u b  a n d  h o w  t o  c r e a t e  a  c l u b  t o  m e e t  a  n e e d .  I  t h i n k  w e  a l l  a g r e e d  w e  w a n t e d  s o m e  o f  w h a t  h e

w a s  o n  a n d  c o u l d  i t  b e  b o t t l e d !  T h a n k s  A n d y .

S u n d a y  m o r n i n g ,  w e  w e r e  e n t h r a l l e d  b y  a  s e l e c t i o n  o f  p r e s e n t e r s  w h o  r e a l l y  g a v e  w i n g s  t o  t h e  t e r m  S e r v i c e  P r o j e c t s .  W e

h e a r d  a b o u t ,  H e r i t a g e  W a l k s ,  D o g  P a r k s ,  T h e  C l o n t a r f  F o u n d a t i o n ,  t h e  E z i d i  A g r i c u l t u r a l  P r o j e c t  a n d  t h e  W e l c h  A l w i n

p r o j e c t .  J u s t  a n  a m a z i n g  s m o r g a s b o r d  o f  R o t a r y  C l u b  P r o j e c t s .  D i a n a  R e y n o l d s  ( a k a  T h e  F u n  F a i r y )  g a v e  u s  a n  i m p o r t a n t

u p d a t e  f r o m  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  C h i l d r e n ’ s  G u a r d i a n  a n d  t o  m y  r e l i e f  c o n f i r m e d  t h a t  w e  w e r e  c o m p l i a n t  i n  o u r  C h i l d  P r o t e c t i o n

P r o g r a m .  W e  m u s t  r e m a i n  v i g i l a n t  h e r e  a n d  e n s u r e  t h a t  i f  y o u r  Y o u t h  P r o t e c t i o n  O f f i c e r  c h a n g e s  t h e n  a  c o m p l e t e  h a n d o v e r  i s

m a d e ,  i n c l u d i n g  u s e r n a m e s  a n d  p a s s w o r d s  s o  v e r i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  W W C C  a r e  d o n e  a n d  t h e  c l u b  r e g i s t e r  m a i n t a i n e d .

F o u n d a t i o n  D i r e c t o r  M a u r i e  S t a c k  g a v e  u s  t h e  l a t e s t  r e c i p i e n t s  o f  F o u n d a t i o n  D i s t r i c t  G r a n t s  w h i c h  t o t a l l e d  $ 4 8 , 0 0 0 .  T h a n k s

t o  a l l  o u r  c l u b s  w h o  h a v e  c o m p l e t e d  a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  t h e i r  m a n y  p r o j e c t s .  M a u r i e  u p d a t e d  u s  o n  w a y s  w e  c a n  s u p p o r t  t h e

F o u n d a t i o n  a n d  t h e  r e w a r d s  f o r  d o i n g  s o .  T h e  s e s s i o n  w r a p p e d  u p  w i t h  D G E  D a v i d  M a y n e  h i g h l i g h t i n g  h i s  L e a r n i n g  a n d

D e v e l o p m e n t  p l a n s  f o r  n e x t  y e a r .  H e  e m p h a s i s e d  h o w  i m p o r t a n t  I t  w a s  f o r  P r e s i d e n t  E l e c t s  a n d  S e c r e t a r i e s  t o  a t t e n d  a s

t h i n g s  i n  R o t a r y  a r e  c h a n g i n g  v e r y  r a p i d l y  a n d  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  n e w  i n f o r m a t i o n  d e l i v e r e d  a t  t h o s e  e v e n t s .

W i t h  o n e  m o r e  c l u b  t o  v i s i t  I  f e e l  b o t h  h a p p y  a n d  s a d .  I  h a v e  h a d  s u c h  a  g o o d  t i m e  w i t h  e v e r y o n e ,  s o  t h a n k  y o u  f o r  t h a t ,  a n d

h a p p y  t h a t  I  w a s  a b l e  t o  v i s i t  m o s t  o f  y o u  f a c e  t o  f a c e  i n  t h e  l a s t  f e w  m o n t h s .  P l e a s e  r e m e m b e r  t o  l e t  y o u r  A G ’ s  k n o w  o f  y o u r

c h a n g e o v e r  d a t e s  a s  w e  w a n t  t o  c o m e  a l o n g  a n d  c e l e b r a t e  w i t h  y o u .  C a n  y o u  m a k e  t h e  c h a n g e o v e r s  i n  J u n e  n o t  J u l y  a s  t h i s

i m p a c t s  t h e  n e w  D G  a n d  h i s  v i s i t  s c h e d u l e ?  I f  y o u  c a n ’ t  m a k e  J u n e  2 0 2 1  b e c a u s e  o f  h o l i d a y s  e t c  p l e a s e  c o n s i d e r  M a y  2 0 2 1 .

A n d  r e m e m b e r . . .

Opportunities are like sunrises – If you wait too long  you miss them!



REGISTRATIONS NOW OPEN FOR DISTRICT

CONFERENCE
I t  i s  t h e  t i m e  y o u  h a v e  h a v e  a l l  b e e n  w a i t i n g  f o r !  R e g i s t r a t i o n s  a r e  n o w  o p e n  t o

a t t e n d  t h e  2 0 2 1  D i s t r i c t  C o n f e r e n c e .  T o  b e  h e l d  i n  g o r g e o u s  P o r t  M a c q u a r i e ,

h e a d  t o  t h e  o f f i c i a l  w e b s i t e  t o  b o o k  y o u r  t i c k e t  n o w !  

O v e r  t h e  c o m i n g  w e e k s  w e  w i l l  b e  g i v i n g  y o u  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e

c o n f e r e n c e  a n d  s o m e  o f  t h e  k e y n o t e  s p e a k e r s  h a v e  a l r e a d y  b e e n  a n n o u n c e d !  i t

i s  s h a p i n g  u p  t o  b e  a  c o n f e r e n c e  n o t  t o  b e  m i s s e d !  

Y o u  c a n  a l s o  s e e  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  v i d e o  w h e r e  D G  D e b b i e  o u t l i n e s  t h e  t h e m e !

C l i c k  h e r e  t o  p u r c h a s e  y o u r  t i c k e t s  n o w !

CHECK OUT SOME GREAT IMAGES FROM

SHOWCASE!

NEED A SPARE LEG?
D o  a n y  R o t a r i a n s  n e e d  o r  k n o w  o f  a n

a v e n u e  f o r  t h r e e  s e t s  o f  a d u l t

p r o s t h e t i c  l e g s  t o  b e  d i s t r i b u t e d ?

P l e a s e  g e t  i n  t o u c h  t o d a y !  

W e  h a v e  b e e n  c o n t a c t e d  t o  s e e  i f  t h e y

c o u l d  b e  o f  a n y  u s e  t o  a  p r o j e c t  a n d

w o u l d  l o v e  t o  g i v e  t h e m  a  n e w  h o m e !  

P l e a s e  c o n t a c t  S a r a  H a n k i n  P r e s i d e n t

o f  D o r r i g o  1 7 9 2 4  R o t a r y  C l u b  i f  y o u

c a n  h e l p ! .  

8 2 c a p e l l a @ g m a i l . c o m  o r  0 4 0 8 2 8 9 3 6 5

https://www.rotary9650.org.au/district-conference



