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Brunch & En tertainmen t

Sunday, December 12
11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Bill and Adele Jonas Center
1800 Ignacio Boulevard, Novato
Parking Lot #4 - free parking
$45 per person
kids eat free

RSVP to: Marsha Molloy
mjmolloy@pacbell.net or 415-328-7745
Mail check to:
Marsha Molloy, 308 Becky Court, Novato, CA 94949
RSVPS and checks due by December 3rd
All CDC, State and Local Covid Guidelines will be followed.
Must be vaccinated or have a negative test to attend.
Masks are required.
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December

Dec. 3
Dec. 10

“Serve to Change Lives”

Dec. 17
Dec. 24
Dec. 31

San Marin High School Jazz Choir
directed by Emily Gates
Your Civil Grand Jury: Speakers: Dr.
Lawrence T. Bauer, President, Marin
County Civil Grand Jury Association;
David Gabriel, Ex Juror and Rotarian
Wright Brothers Day- speaker TBA
No meeting
No meeting

Rotary Club Meeting
December 3
Bill and Adele Jonas Center

San Marin High School
Jazz Choir
Directed by Emily Gates

ROTARY CLUB OF NOVATO

2021/2022 OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS
OFFICERS
Christina Stroeh
President
Peian Harness
Vice President

“Of the things we think, say or do:
1. Is it the TRUTH?
2. Is it FAIR to all concerned?
3. Will it build GOODWILL and
BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?
4. Will it be BENEFICIAL to all
concerned?”

The Four-Way Test

Novato, CA 94948

P.O. Box 657

Phil Dougherty
Secretary

Where to Make Up

Contact the Club you wish to attend for
dates, time and virtual meeting code.
The District website lists the Clubs and
websites for contact info at:
Rotary5150.org/clubs/rotary-club-directory/
The Big Wheel (USPS 417-510), Published three times a month, for The Rotary
Club of Novato, by Zenith Instant Printing, Inc., 1419 Grant Ave., Novato, CA 94945.
Subscription price $50.00 per year. Periodical postage paid at Novato, CA 94947.
POSTMASTER: Please send address changes to The Rotary Club of Novato,
P.O. Box 657, Novato, CA 94948-0657

Reggie Winner
Treasurer
Shekhar Mehta
R.I.President
Danielle Lallement
District Governor
Terri Carillo
Assistant
District Governor

DIRECTORS
Craig Anderson & Jim Bates
Club Administration
Marisa Remak
Public Image
Jim Spilman
Community Service
Gloria Dunn-Violin
Environmental Sustainability
(NR-CAT)
Holly Axtell
International Service
Jorg Puhr-Westerheide
The Rotary Foundation (TRF)
Lynn Dawson
Youth Service
Sonia Seeman
Membership
Robert Marshall
President, Nova-Ro Corp.
Jay Wayne
Chair, Novato Rotary Endowment
Chris DeGabriele
Past President
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ROTARY INTERNATIONAL NEWS - 10/25/21

Rotary’s World Polio Day Program Looks Toward
Polio Eradication’s Endgame
by Ryan Hyland

Rotary’s goal of ridding the world of polio is
within reach, global health experts said during the
2021 World Polio Day Online Global Update on
24 October. The 30-minute program, “Delivering
on our Promise of a Polio-Free World,” provided
encouraging information about the progress and
remaining challenges in the fight to end polio.
So far in 2021, only two cases of wild polio have
been reported — the lowest circulation of the disease
ever — with one infection each in Afghanistan and
Pakistan, the two countries where polio remains
endemic.
During a Q&A session, Dr. Hamid Jafari, director
for the World Health Organization’s Eastern
Mediterranean Region, attributed the low case
count to several factors. He said these include mass
polio vaccination campaigns resuming after the
interruption caused by the COVID-19 pandemic,
the natural immunity induced by the wild polio
outbreaks of previous years, and the restrictions on
travel and population movement that also were due
to the pandemic.
“This is truly unprecedented that we are seeing this
decline simultaneously in the two countries,” Jafari
said.
He added that the low case count provides a window
of opportunity for health workers, but cautioned
that a resurgence of the poliovirus is possible since

summer is the high polio transmission season. “So
this is the time to really press hard in making use of
the opportunity that presents itself now,” he told Q&A
host Jeffrey Kluger, editor at large for Time magazine.
Jafari also addressed the challenges of political
change and security concerns in Afghanistan and
explained that the polio program there is used to
adapting operationally during uncertainty. “Currently
we do see opportunities coming up as well, so that
we may have access to all parts of Afghanistan for
implementing mass vaccination campaigns,” he said.
According to the WHO and UNICEF, nationwide
house-to-house polio vaccinations will resume in
Afghanistan in early November, providing access to
children in areas where campaigns had been banned
for the last three years.
“You know with the evolving situation in Afghanistan,
it is of course very, very important that we partners
maintain our neutrality and impartiality of the polio
eradication program,” Jafari added. “As always, we
will continue to work with all parties.”

“This is truly unprecedented that we are
seeing this decline simultaneously in the
two countries.”
Dr. Hamid Jafari
Director for WHO’s
Eastern Mediterranean Region

Mohammad
Ishaq
Niazmand, chair of
Rotary’s Afghanistan
PolioPlus Committee, echoed Jafari’s sentiments in
a video address with his counterpart for Pakistan,
Aziz Memon.
Niazmand said of Afghanistan, “Rotary and our
partners are working with all stakeholders to
ensure that polio eradication remains a top priority,
even in the midst of change. Work is underway to
ensure that children have access to lifesaving polio
[vaccines] and other childhood vaccines.”
Memon, a Rotary Foundation trustee and chair
of the Pakistan PolioPlus Committee, said
Rotary continues to build trust with government,
community, and religious leaders. “By bringing
broader health services to children and families
alongside polio vaccinations, we’re ensuring better
health care and greater vaccine acceptance,” he
said.
Strategies for the future
This year, the Global Polio Eradication Initiative
(GPEI) announced a new five-year strategy
for 2022-26 to end all polioviruses, including
tackling the persistent transmission of circulating
vaccine-derived poliovirus. Rotary and our GPEI
partners identified the remaining obstacles to polio
Continued on page 4
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eradication and developed approaches to reaching the
goal. The plan aims to achieve and sustain a poliofree world through a focus on implementation and
accountability while using innovative methods and
tools.
The emphasis will be on decreasing the response
time to any outbreak, increasing vaccine demand,
increasing access to health care and vaccines,
transitioning toward government ownership of
vaccination programs, and improving decisionmaking and accountability.
“Some of the most polio-endemic communities are
also the ones that suffer from [a] lack of basic health
and civic services,” Jafari said. The goal, he said, is
a “better alignment and integration with other basic
health and civic services in a way that the polio
program is seen as a more integrated approach to
vaccination.”
He added that in some communities, children are
still missed because of gaps in the way vaccination
campaigns are conducted or because of vaccine
hesitancy. “This new strategy speaks to engaging the
communities with new approaches, new strategies,
partnering with communities, [and] building new
alliances with these communities,” Jafari said.
The World Polio Day program featured global
health experts addressing the new strategy’s tactic of
broadening distribution of a new vaccine to address
outbreaks of cVDPV2, a circulating vaccine-derived
poliovirus. This novel oral polio vaccine type 2
(nOPV2) protects children against polio while being
more genetically stable and less likely to regain
strength and cause the vaccine-derived polio. It has
already been introduced in several African countries,
including Benin, Chad, Liberia, Niger, Nigeria,

Republic of the Congo, and Sierra Leone.
This novel oral polio vaccine “is a powerful example
of the polio program’s innovation to overcome the
toughest challenges,” said Simona Zipursky, senior
adviser to the polio director of WHO. “Partners,
scientists, and leaders from around the world made
nOPV2 possible. This is the kind of collaboration that
will help end polio for good.”
This year’s program included a powerful video of
polio health workers in Afghanistan and Pakistan, as
well as Rotary members sharing their World Polio
Day projects and events to raise awareness for polio
eradication.

December
Special Dates

12-1

Michelle Ghirardo

12-2

Pat Eklund

12-3

Kathie Williams

12-4

Rob Haff

12-5

Jim Spilman

12-9

Diane & Jim Spilman

12-11 Linda Scott
12-12 Toni Bramon
12-15 Gary Bramon

Support the Novato Rotary
Endowment
Many more of us are shopping online these days. If you use Amazon
for your shopping, try using
Smile.Amazon.com Select the Novato
Rotary Endowment as your charity
and 0.5% of your purchases will go to
the NRE.

12-18 Kathy Cheek
12-19 Tom Bales
12-20 Mike Remak
12-25 Chris DeGabriele
12-27 Maggie Shao
12-30 Michele Vespa
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