
 

Yikes! It’s Friday the 13th!!!
Well, Prez Christina is back from Scotland and she’s not 
singing songs from “Brigadoon”.
However, after Suzanne Bales led us in the Pledge, Prez 
Christina learned that the member with the “Thought for 
the Day” wasn’t here, so she graced us with a poem she 
learned and brought back from Scotland:

May the scent of the heather
and bonnie blue bell
waft a message to you
that no words can tell
May the links of any friendship
keep steadfast and true
good fortune and health

Very nice Lassie, you’re another Bobby Burns. Wear your 
mask indoors says Prez Christina!

Sunshine
Sunshine, ain’t no sunshine in our lives.

Visitors & Guests
The only visitor is our speaker, Nancy McKenney of the 
Novato Sunrise Club. Our one guest was Ashby Remak, 
daughter of Marisa (and Mike too!).
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This W
eekend! 

Get your Tickets!

Editor’s Note: Due to supply 
chain issues, The Big Wheel 
will be printed on ivory paper 
until yellow is available.
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Where to Make Up 
Contact the Club you wish to attend for 

dates, time and virtual meeting code. The 
District website lists the Clubs and websites 

for contact info at:
Rotary5150.org/clubs/rotary-club-directory/
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Contact Bill Vespa

Support the most interesting  
Rotary Club ever! 

Help share the meeting with family,  
friends and members unable to attend. 
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Editor: 

Suzanne Bales

In the Beginning…

President Chris dinged the bell to open promptly 

on schedule. The lovely Jonas Center was his 

background, making us anxious for the day we can 

actually be present! Newer member Ed Ross led the 

Pledge while Peter Oser offered the ‘Thought of the 

Day.’ “Most of the things we put off until to
morrow 

needed to be done yesterday” and “A penny and a 

nickel aren’t worth much, but the dime makes a good 

screwdriver.” 

Non-Polenta Event!

Polenta cowboy Craig McCurdy extolled us to 

send in payment for the NON-Event, happening this 

February 6th at only $50 per ticket. The evite has 

been sent. Please forward the evite to frie
nds and 

neighbors. T
his is 

the biggest and ONLY fundraiser 

for the Novato Endowment so we all need to step 

up to the plate. Remember what you would spend 

on pies and auction items, and yes 

even drink tickets, and share 

some of that money with 

the Endowment.

Paul Harris Awards

Next up, Jorg Puhr-Westerheide, 

Foundation chair extraordinaire. 

He had awards for the following 

members: Nohemi Beissmann-

Mason, Paul Harris (PH) plus 5; 

Homa Rassouli (Jorg didn’t have 

Homa’s documentation), and Phil Dougherty, PH 

plus 6 and his first ru
by.

Marty’s Moments 

Next up, Marty’s Moments, always a very special 

addition to our programs. Nohemi Beissm
ann-Mason 

was the featured Rotarian. This episode was filmed 

4 years ago, and husband Jerry has sin
ce passed. 

Nohemi has been a Rotarian since 1999. Nohemi 

was born in Mexico City. She has one siste
r, 18 years 

older. Nohemi met her first husband Ray Beissm
ann 

while in Mexico. He was her conversational teacher 

from New York, with a Bostonian accent. W
hen he 

first asked Nohemi’s m
other for her hand in marriage, 

the mother’s re
sponse was absolutely no… she didn’t 

want Nohemi moving to the United States. After Ray 

worked in San Francisco he came back again and 

this tim
e the answer was yes and mother’s approval 

was granted.

Ray started up his own business Rodex of 

California Pest, In
c. in 1975. Sadly, Ray passed 

away in 1985, leaving Nohemi with 12 and 16 year 

old girls, 
Becky and Kerry. There was no choice, 

Nohemi had to make the business work. She was the 

second woman owner in this industry. Nohemi sold 

the business in
 1995 and stayed on as a consultant 

Have yo
u made 

your donation?

The Rotary Club of N
ovato

Send your check to: 

Novato Rotary Endowment 

P.O. Box 657 

Novato, C
A 94948

or vi
sit 

www.novatorot
ary.or

g

to pay with Credit Card
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May 7, 2021 
Vol. 72, No. 42Editor: 

The Dean of Rotary
In the Beginning…
Da Prez (Chris) rang da bell and Lloyd 

Pittman led the Pledge. We were off and running.

Kathy Cheek gave us a ‘Thought for the Day’ 

which was “Compassion is not between the healer 

and the victim, but between two equals.”

Sunshine Report
Phil Dougherty  is 

home with the sniffles, 

after spending a week in 

Hawaii, the land of coconut 

milk and honey (well, sugar 

from cane). Sadly, Peter Ruben’s 

father just passed away.
Guests & Visitors
Fred Anderson and Duncan McSwain were 

here. First Lady, Joni DeGabriele, graced us with 

her presence. Also Vicki McDill and Roberta 

Dunham (ladies in waiting?) attended. John 

Reuscher of Novato Sunrise Rotary made up here. 

Past District Governor (PDG) Jayne Hulbert 

attended. So did Carlos Afre.

Announcements
It’s a Girl!Prez. Chris announced that a brand new 

DeGabriele came into the world. His granddaughter, 

Dahlia Sarite DeGabriele was born this day! 

Congratulations Chris and Joni!

Rotary District Conference
Chris also announced the 5150 Rotary District 

Conference is next Saturday, May 15, and our Club 

will pay for your attendance.

Rotary District Cruise in Southern France

PDG Hulbert reminded us of the Rotary 

District Cruise in Southern France from April 28 

to May 5, 2022 to raise money to eradicate Polio. A 

$500 donation per couple to kill Polio is requested. 

Vicki McDill, was used as a shill by travel agent 

Carlos Afre.

Welcome Home!Welcome home! 

Marisa Remak told us 

that they are moving 

back to Novato. Yeah!
Planters of Trees (not peanuts)

Gloria Dunn-Viloin showed us a video of 

the planting of 57 trees by ours and several other 

Rotary Clubs at Indian Valley College (IVC) over 

three days. A new forest.
SpeakerOur speaker this week was Nick Zoa, zooming 

from the Isle of Kosrae in the Federated States of 

Micronesia. Micronesia has 1,000 islands from 

small to very small. Nick’s Island, Kosrae, is about 

10 miles long and 7 miles wide. The Pacific Ocean, 

where Kosrae is located, is about 3 miles deep off 

shore and there are about 100 ships from WWII 

sunk there.Nick is attempting to visit every country in the 

world. When his plane landed in Kosrae, it was at 

the beginning of the Covid 19 outbreak and United 

Airlines canceled his flight out. He was going to 

spend three days there, but has been there thirteen 

plus months. The island name Kosrae means 

Contact Bill Vespa

Support the most interesting Rotary Club ever! 

Help share the meeting with family, friends and 

members unable to attend. 

Big Wheel Editors 
NEEDED

for the Months of July
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May 2022

May 20 Teacher Recognition Day - Mary Jane Burke

May 27 VFW Hall BBQ - NO MEETING

June 2022

June 3 TBA

June 10 Farm Tours at IVC

June 17 Dr. Coon COM

June 24 Debunking

Rotary Club Meeting 
Bill & Adele Jonas Center

In-Person & Zoom 
 May 20

Teacher Recognition day
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Announcements

Thank You!
Prez Christina thanked those members who helped with 
Cole Porter Night.

District Conference
Da Prez reminded us it was this Saturday.

Western BBQ & Line Dance
Chris DeGabriele says there’s still time to buy tickets! 
They’ve got plenty. Also, Reggie Winner advises us that we 
could use another couple of pies or cakes. Call her (Reggie).

Let’s Plant Trees and Bushes
Gloria Dunn-Violin tells us we have a chance to be Johnny 
Appleseed next Tuesday and Wednesday (May 17 & 18) 
in the morning. We’ll be planting 25 trees and 175 bushes 
(shrubs) in Hamilton. Call Gloria for directions. Help protect 
the environment!

Litter on Video
Gloria then told us the winners have been selected for the “Stop 
Litter” video contest for Novato High School and Middle School 
students. The student winners will receive their award checks at 
our June 3rd meeting. Hopefully we’ll get to see their videos. 
They’re very good and should be fun.

Let’s have a BBQ with a Vet
Prez Christina announced that our meeting on Friday, May 
27th will be a BBQ at the VFW Hall. John Cutrufelli will be 
BBQing there rather than at Miwok Park.

Dinners for the Ukraine
Marty Wickenheiser told us we could still sign up for dinners 
to help support the people of the Ukraine. Call Jay Wayne and 
he’ll get you booked. 

Happy, Happy Birthday!!!!
Prez Christina showed a video featuring our four members 
celebrating May birthdays. They are; Phil Brown, Frank 
Bruno, Katie Chase, and Reggie Winner. Have a great b’day 
and let them eat cake!

Bow Wow and Meow
Prez Christina then asked for pet stories. Several people 
shared them, but I heard nothing like “My Friend Flicka” 
or “Lassie Comes Home” so I wrote none down. Mike 
Morrissey did tell a story about a cat named Midnight. That 
was the name of my first cat! She was jet black.

Speaker
Da Prez introduced Nancy McKenney, head Marin Humane. 
Nancy explained a significant change at the Society is they 
used to rate themselves by how many animals they had in 
the shelter. Now the rating is based on how many animals 
they have in homes. 
They have joined with the Oakland Hopalong Animal  Rescue 
that has been beneficial to both organizations as a partnership.

Raffle
The raffle was once again not won by Suzanne Bales, but 
by “Lucky” Alan Dunham!

Cancer Clinic in San Felipe, Mexico
The Novato World Community Service Committee is pleased to have helped fund a cancer clinic in San Felipe, Mexico, using funds you donated to our Endowment.
Our committee member, Jorg Puhr-Westerheide, informed us of the needs at San Felipe Early Cancer Detection Center – Caminata Contra El Cancer – a Rotary 
project he has visited.
The Center was initiated 2006 as a project of the San Felipe Rotary Club with a simple Cancer Walk. It has grown into its own agency, a full-time clinic with a 
doctor, nurse x-ray technician, visiting radiologist and support staff. The clinic provides physical examinations, mammograms, ultrasounds, colon and PSA testing 
and other cancer screening procedures. Later, a four-bedroom hospice for temporary housing for end-of-life patients was added.
The clinic is seeing 5,000 visits per year in “normal” times and the need is at least 50% higher.
The Center is funded by fundraisers which could not fully be performed due to the pandemic. Despite running the operation on a skeleton staffing 
to a 60% capacity, an extreme reduction of the operational reserve took place.
With emergency funding of the Novato Rotary Club of $ 2,000, of individuals of $ 500 and the matching gift of $ 2,500 we could help to stabilizing 
the ongoing operation.
We have received very appreciative and grateful feed-back for our contributions, quote: 
You and your Club certainly live up to the Rotary Presidential Motto of “SERVE TO SAVE LIVES”.  Nothing saves lives better than “early detection”.
There is not much more that we can say other than THANK YOU and to extend our personal invitation to you to visit the clinic that you are 
helping to support.
Together in Service, Michele and Bob MacDonald, Rotary Club of San Felipe

Dra. Lilli Preciado, 
Medical Director

Street view of the clinic.
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Rotary Photo Album

President Christina returns from 
Scotland.

Nancy McKenney, CEO, 
President of Marin Humane.

My daughter Deb.
Treasurer Reggie Winner asks 
for Western BBQ auction dessert 
donations.

Environmental Chair Gloria Dunn-
Violin asks for bush and tree planters at 
Hamilton.

Mike Morrissey describes his cat and 
inspiration to travel. May Birthdays!

Photos by Penny Hansen


