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Editor: 
Tony Garza

Opening Remarks
P r e s i d e n t  C h r i s 

DeGabriele announced “the 
first and last in-person Rotary 
Novato meeting of the ’20-
’21 year”. This long-awaited 
setting was held at, President 
Elect, Christina Stroeh’s 
backyard amphitheater. All of 
those unable to attend were 
missed, and all that were 
present appeared to enjoy the 
camaraderie, not missing a 
beat from the last time together. 
Pres. Chris mentioned that 
multiple sites for this meeting 
location were pursued but 
ultimately unavailable. Thank 
you Christina for hosting!

John Cutrufelli led the way for the Pledge of 
Allegiance.

Bill Vespa channeled the thoughtful words of 
Margaret Mead - “Never doubt that a small group of 
thoughtful, committed, citizens can change the world. 
Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.”

Sunshine Report
It was reported that Jay Wayne is doing fine at 

home, resting and on the track of full recovery. The 
procedure went well.

Guests & Visitors
Gary Chow, Karen Palmer, Biraj and Lahari 

Palmer, Toni Bramon, Christina Stroeh’s daughter 
Alex, and Jo Heffelfinger.

Announcements

District Awards
Gary Chow presented the District Awards, and 

was happy to leave his bunny slippers and Zoom 
meeting behind for his first live, in-person Rotary 
meeting since the pandemic restrictions took hold.

Congratulations went to Craig Anderson, 
Sean Campas, Christina Stroeh, Jim Spilman, 
Jorg Puhr-Westerheide, Mike Morrissey and 
Phil Dougherty for the awards they received. And 
as mentioned in the previous meeting the Rotary 
Club Novato received the Best Club of the District 
Award. Appropriately, Chris DeGabriele accepted 
this award.

Birthdays
Upcoming bir thdays were 

announced: Jorg Puhr-Westerheide, 
John Cutrufelli and Bruce Palmer.

Aside from the b-day breakfasts 
at Sam’s, John was heading to 
Windsor to spend time with family 
and grandkids, Bruce is thinking 

about it, and Jorg’s going solar!
Other June birthdays: Tiffany Fischer, Sonia 

Seeman, and Steve Delahunty (May 31).

Endowment Update
Endowment Chair Bill Vespa gave a brief 

report. Reminder for the newbies, the Endowment 
is a non-profit 501(c)3 organization for the funding 
of international and local Rotary service projects. 
Current standing: the $1 million mark was reached 
this past year and is holding up.

Contact Bill Vespa
Support the most interesting  

Rotary Club ever! 

Help share the meeting with family, friends 
and members unable to attend. 

Big Wheel Editors

NEEDED
for the  

Month of July

 

page 1
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Vol. 72, No. 42Editor: 

The Dean of Rotary
In the Beginning…
Da Prez (Chris) rang da bell and Lloyd 

Pittman led the Pledge. We were off and running.

Kathy Cheek gave us a ‘Thought for the Day’ 

which was “Compassion is not between the healer 

and the victim, but between two equals.”

Sunshine Report
Phil Dougherty  is 

home with the sniffles, 

after spending a week in 

Hawaii, the land of coconut 

milk and honey (well, sugar 

from cane). Sadly, Peter Ruben’s 

father just passed away.
Guests & Visitors
Fred Anderson and Duncan McSwain were 

here. First Lady, Joni DeGabriele, graced us with 

her presence. Also Vicki McDill and Roberta 

Dunham (ladies in waiting?) attended. John 

Reuscher of Novato Sunrise Rotary made up here. 

Past District Governor (PDG) Jayne Hulbert 

attended. So did Carlos Afre.

Announcements
It’s a Girl!Prez. Chris announced that a brand new 

DeGabriele came into the world. His granddaughter, 

Dahlia Sarite DeGabriele was born this day! 

Congratulations Chris and Joni!

Rotary District Conference
Chris also announced the 5150 Rotary District 

Conference is next Saturday, May 15, and our Club 

will pay for your attendance.

Rotary District Cruise in Southern France

PDG Hulbert reminded us of the Rotary 

District Cruise in Southern France from April 28 

to May 5, 2022 to raise money to eradicate Polio. A 

$500 donation per couple to kill Polio is requested. 

Vicki McDill, was used as a shill by travel agent 

Carlos Afre.

Welcome Home!Welcome home! 

Marisa Remak told us 

that they are moving 

back to Novato. Yeah!
Planters of Trees (not peanuts)

Gloria Dunn-Viloin showed us a video of 

the planting of 57 trees by ours and several other 

Rotary Clubs at Indian Valley College (IVC) over 

three days. A new forest.
SpeakerOur speaker this week was Nick Zoa, zooming 

from the Isle of Kosrae in the Federated States of 

Micronesia. Micronesia has 1,000 islands from 

small to very small. Nick’s Island, Kosrae, is about 

10 miles long and 7 miles wide. The Pacific Ocean, 

where Kosrae is located, is about 3 miles deep off 

shore and there are about 100 ships from WWII 

sunk there.Nick is attempting to visit every country in the 

world. When his plane landed in Kosrae, it was at 

the beginning of the Covid 19 outbreak and United 

Airlines canceled his flight out. He was going to 

spend three days there, but has been there thirteen 

plus months. The island name Kosrae means 

Contact Bill Vespa

Support the most interesting Rotary Club ever! 

Help share the meeting with family, friends and 

members unable to attend. 

Big Wheel Editors 
NEEDED

for the Months of July
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January 29, 2021 

Vol. 72, No. 28

Editor: 

Suzanne Bales

In the Beginning…

President Chris dinged the bell to open promptly 

on schedule. The lovely Jonas Center was his 

background, making us anxious for the day we can 

actually be present! Newer member Ed Ross led the 

Pledge while Peter Oser offered the ‘Thought of the 

Day.’ “Most of the things we put off until to
morrow 

needed to be done yesterday” and “A penny and a 

nickel aren’t worth much, but the dime makes a good 

screwdriver.” 

Non-Polenta Event!

Polenta cowboy Craig McCurdy extolled us to 

send in payment for the NON-Event, happening this 

February 6th at only $50 per ticket. The evite has 

been sent. Please forward the evite to frie
nds and 

neighbors. T
his is 

the biggest and ONLY fundraiser 

for the Novato Endowment so we all need to step 

up to the plate. Remember what you would spend 

on pies and auction items, and yes 

even drink tickets, and share 

some of that money with 

the Endowment.

Paul Harris Awards

Next up, Jorg Puhr-Westerheide, 

Foundation chair extraordinaire. 

He had awards for the following 

members: Nohemi Beissmann-

Mason, Paul Harris (PH) plus 5; 

Homa Rassouli (Jorg didn’t have 

Homa’s documentation), and Phil Dougherty, PH 

plus 6 and his first ru
by.

Marty’s Moments 

Next up, Marty’s Moments, always a very special 

addition to our programs. Nohemi Beissm
ann-Mason 

was the featured Rotarian. This episode was filmed 

4 years ago, and husband Jerry has sin
ce passed. 

Nohemi has been a Rotarian since 1999. Nohemi 

was born in Mexico City. She has one siste
r, 18 years 

older. Nohemi met her first husband Ray Beissm
ann 

while in Mexico. He was her conversational teacher 

from New York, with a Bostonian accent. W
hen he 

first asked Nohemi’s m
other for her hand in marriage, 

the mother’s re
sponse was absolutely no… she didn’t 

want Nohemi moving to the United States. After Ray 

worked in San Francisco he came back again and 

this tim
e the answer was yes and mother’s approval 

was granted.

Ray started up his own business Rodex of 

California Pest, In
c. in 1975. Sadly, Ray passed 

away in 1985, leaving Nohemi with 12 and 16 year 

old girls, 
Becky and Kerry. There was no choice, 

Nohemi had to make the business work. She was the 

second woman owner in this industry. Nohemi sold 

the business in
 1995 and stayed on as a consultant 

Have yo
u made 

your donation?

The Rotary Club of N
ovato

Send your check to: 

Novato Rotary Endowment 

P.O. Box 657 

Novato, C
A 94948

or vi
sit 

www.novatorot
ary.or

g

to pay with Credit Card



“R
ot

ar
y 

O
pe

ns
 O

pp
or

tu
ni

ti
es

”

T
h

e 
Fo

u
r-

W
a

y
 T

es
t

“O
f t

he
 t

hi
ng

s 
w

e 
th

in
k,

 s
a

y 
or

 d
o:

1.
	

Is
 it

 th
e 

TR
U

TH
?

2.
	

Is
 it

 F
A

IR
 to

 a
ll 

co
nc

er
ne

d
?

3.
	

W
ill

 it
 b

ui
ld

 G
O

O
D

W
IL

L 
a

nd
  

	
B

E
TT

E
R

 F
R

IE
N

D
S

H
IP

S
?

4.
	

W
ill

 it
 b

e 
B

E
N

E
FI

C
IA

L 
to

 a
ll 

 
	

co
nc

er
ne

d
?”

The Big Wheel (USPS 417-510), Published three times a month, for The Rotary 
Club of Novato, by Zenith Instant Printing, Inc., 1419 Grant Ave., Novato, CA 94945. 
Subscription price $50.00 per year. Periodical postage paid at Novato, CA 94947. 
POSTMASTER: Please send address changes to The Rotary Club of Novato,  
P.O. Box 657, Novato, CA 94948-0657

page 2

P.
O

. B
ox

 6
57

 
N

ov
at

o,
 C

A
 9

49
48

OFFICERS
Chris DeGabriele 
	 President

Christina Stroeh 
	 Vice President

Reggie Winner 
	 Secretary

Jim Bates 
Debbie Brusatori 
	 Treasurer

Holger Knaack
	 R.I.President
Mary Bates 
	 District Governor
Carola Detrick  
	 Assistant  
	 District Governor

DIRECTORS
Craig Anderson
	 Club Administration
Michael Morrissey
	 Public Image
Jim Spilman
	 Community Service
Phil Dougherty
	 International Service
Jorg Puhr-Westerheide
	 The Rotary Foundation (TRF)
Shawn Campas 
Katie Chase
	 Youth Service
Christina Stroeh 
Sonia Seeman 
	 Membership
Burt Hoffmann
	 President, Nova-Ro Corp.
Bill Vespa 
	 Chair, Novato Rotary Endowment

Ron Harness 
	 Past President

ROTARY CLUB OF NOVATO
2020/2021 OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS

UPCOMING ZOOM MEETING  
June 11

Dan Keppen
“Water”

Dan Keppen, businessman and farmer 
from a Valley in Northern California -Tule 
Lake will discuss a long term issue in the 
west, “Water.” There are many parties to this 
issue. Farmers/ranchers, Native Americans 
fishermen, power companies, consumers, 
and environmentalists, all wrapped up in 
their own issues. Dan will talk about this 
difficult issue to help us understand. He is a 
member of Rotary in his community and is a 
national speaker about this subject. 

Where to Make Up 
Contact the Club you wish to attend for 

dates, time and virtual meeting code. 
The District website lists the Clubs and 

websites for contact info at:
Rotary5150.org/clubs/rotary-club-directory/

			 

www.novatorotary.org

June

June 11	 Dan Keppen will discuss a long-term 
issue in the West: “Water” There are 
many parties to this issue. Farmers/
ranchers, Native Americans, fishermen, 
power companies, consumers, and 
environmentalists, all wrapped up in their 
own issues. He is a national speaker on 
this subject.

June 18	 ShelterBox: Jim Carriere. Shelterbox 
delivers emergency shelter and life-saving 
supplies to people affected by natural 
disasters or conflict around the world 
and is an official Project Partner of Rotary 
International. Jim will tell us about this 
inspirational program and how we have 
been participating.



Rotary Photo Album

Lahari, Karen, Bruce and Biraj enjoy lunch at Chez Stroeh. Penny Hansen.

Continued from page 1

Fund our Club Projects!

Support the Novato Rotary Endowment
Many more of us are shopping online these days. If you use Amazon for your 
shopping, try using Smile.Amazon.com Select the Novato Rotary Endowment as 
your charity and 0.5% of your purchases will go to the NRE.

Photos by Marty Wickenheiser  and Gloria Dunn-Violin.

 Expect seeing Jay Wayne at the helm as 
chairman next year and Gary Bramon heading the 
newly formed Visioning Committee.

Reminder: Amazon Smile - a donation tool, is 
in full force. Check it out.

The Jonas account is unchanged, and on a 
separate note, the scholarships are growing (thank 
you, Gary). Scholarships to be awarded July 16th.

Special Announcement from Bruce Palmer
Bruce Palmer provided a brief history of the 

Endowment, mentioning its start in April 1954 by 
Clark Palmer with Rotary’s inclusion of Joyce 
Palmer not too long thereafter. In the same breath, 
“perfect attendance” was brought up and later 
repeated a few times. 

Bruce surprised all with the presentation of 
the amazing gift of $250,000 to the endowment. 
A standing ovation followed the announcement. 
“A glorious day in a glorious setting”, says Pres. 
Chris. Bruce had been waiting for an opportunity 
to present the gift live. Not sure Zoom was capable 
of transcending the moment.

The Raffle
Christina Stroeh’s daughter, Alex, selected 

the winning paper strip from a bag, it read - “Bill 
McDill on the bench with a tuna sandwich” 

Afterthoughts of the day
•	 A sense of gratitude for Christina Stroeh’s 

hospitality was shared amongst all.
•	 Ron Harness thinks all rotary meeting should 

include free cookies – this was strongly affirmed 
by the few crumbs left behind.

•	 Frank Bruno spoke for all in thanking Pres. 
Chris for maintaining a highly active Rotary 
Club through the pandemic.



Rotary Photo Album

Palmer Brothers make a generous donation: President Chris DeGabriele; Bill 
Vespa; Joyce Palmer’s sons Biraj and Bruce Palmer. A picnic in the woods.

Our next District 
Governor, Gary Chow of 
San Francisco personally 
awards our Club as the 
Best.

Memories of summer camp.

Craig Anderson brings Reggie Winner’s 
cookies down the trail.

Chris DeGabriele accepts the award 
for the Best Club in District 5150 in 
unusual times.

OUR FIRST OUTDOOR
MEETING IN 2021!
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