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Call to Order

Prez Peter Pelavin rang our Rotary International award
winning bell.

Pledge & Thought for the Day

President-Elect Rene Prado led us in the pledge. Then
he presented us with two part thought for the day. First,
a quote: “You never know when a moment and a few
sincere words can have an impact on a life.” — Zig Ziglar

Then, Rene took this moment to provide some
inspirational words for living a happy life:

Often when we pick up a magazine or tune into the
evening news, it appears at times that the whole world
is just full of doom and gloom.

As people are frantically trying to live their lives, they
can’t even take a few minutes to reflect on whether they
are happy or not.

Obviously, we are not saying that it is possible to be
happy all the time. But many people manage to live in an
overall state of happiness. But how do we achieve this?

When life feels overwhelmingly negative, it is easy to
lose sight of how important happiness is. Most of the
time people aren’t even aware that they are the root of
their own unhappiness.

More importantly, they are completely unaware that it
is within their power to change. They don’t understand
that happiness comes from within, but that it is a journey,

taken one step at a time. We wake up in the morning
with the full capability to say to oneself, “I’m happy”
and believe it, no matter the circumstances.

Feeling happy is vitally important in life. It has
many fringe benefits. When you are happy, you tend
to attract happy people to you. Happy people tend
to be emotionally and physically healthier, more
compassionate, creative, and energetic.

Generally, if you are happy, people tend to want to
spend more time with you. When you are surrounded
by positive, happy, creative and energetic people you
will see that the quality of your life improves.

Guests of Rotarians

Ed Ross introduced William R. Reinus. Past Prez
Peter Oser intro’d Gary Gonser, a former member
of our Club.

Community Care

Past Prez Marty Wickenheiser reported she is
recovering from her fall, but still in a lot of pain. Buy
Marty a drink or two!

Announcements
Next Friday Meeting & Social Event!

Yes! We have a meeting here at the Jonas Center on
Friday October 23rd, at noon.

Don’t forget the Non-Spaghetti Feed on Friday evening
at the McDill’s house. The party starts between 6:00pm
and 6:30pm.

Tennis Anyone?

Past Prez Phil Dougherty reminded us all, the
international tennis star Rosie Casals is the speaker
next Thursday, October 22 at 7:00pm here at the Jonas

Center. Rosie is the first speaker of the new Novato
Speaker Series season. Visit www.novatospeakerseries.
com for more information.

Committee and Board Meetings

A list of Club meetings, when and where they take
place was shown on the stage screen. They are also on
our website calendar and published periodically in the
Big Wheel.

Phil Dougherty introduced our speaker, Charlie
Vogelheim, a transportation specialist focusing mainly
on automobiles and small trucks. He mainly talked
about cars.

The first cars he discussed were the electric cars,
beginning with the technologies of Tesla, Apple and
Google. He talked about the features cars will have and
costs from inexpensive to very expensive. Electronic
features will be ranging from assisting agriculture to
standard autos. He said to go to the San Francisco Auto
Show (Thanksgiving weekend). It is a great way to see
what is coming and test the fit of many different cars
in one place, and without the bother of a sales person.

The raffle was won by Past District Governor Russ
Ketron who will buy twelve two dollar bills with it.

Continued on page 3
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The Rotary Club of Novato’s
Monthly Board and Committee Meetings

Membership
First Tuesday of the Month at 5:00 p.m.
Contact Rene Prado at rene.prado@technicalquestion.com for meeting location.

World Community Service
First Wednesday of the Month at 5:30 p.m.
Contact chair Jeff Slavitz JeffSlavitz@gmail.com for meeting location.

Youth Service
First Thursday of the Month at 5:30 p.m.
Contact chair Ross Millerick at ross.millerick@gmail.com for meeting location.

Vocational Service
Second Wednesday of the month, 5:30 p.m.
Please confirm location with David at dhgabriel@gmail.com

Environmental Sustainability
Second Tuesday of the Month at 6:00 p.m.
Contact chair Randy Baker at vernalfalls1@gmail.com for meeting location.

RCN Board
Third Tuesday of the Month at 5:30 p.m.

Contact President Peter Pelavin at peterotary@outlook.com for meeting location.

Community Service
Third Wednesday of the Month at 5:30 p.m.
Contact chair Jim Spilman James_V_Spilman@msn.com for meeting location.

Nova-Ro Board
Third Thursday of the Month at 8:30 a.m.
Contact chair Jim Carriere at james.carriere@gmail.com for meeting location.

Public Image Committee
Fourth Tuesday of the Month at 5:00 p.m.
Contact chair Joy Filman at joyphd@gmail.com for meeting location.

Novato Rotary Endowment

Quarterly (Jul., Oct., Jan. Apr.) on the Fourth Thursday of the Month at 8:30 a.m.

Contact chair Chris Degabriele at degabriele@novato.net for meeting location.

Club of Ignacio

A Historic Rotary Conversation!

DR. SYLVIA
WHITLOCK

The first woman to serve as
president of a Rotary Club.

Join us for lunch and an inspinng
conversation with a Rotary trailblazer who
opened doors to women's leadership.

Thursday, October 22, 2026
Noon - 1.30 p.m.
Homeward Bound - Key Room

1385 N Hamilton Parkway, Novato

$40 per person ~ Includes Lunch

REGISTER BY OCTOBER 15
https:/ftinyurl.com/tdw2tcsy

Presented by the Rotary Club of Ignacio

www.ignaciorotary.org
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Lotary Photo Album
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Endowment Fundraiser ! Phil Dougherty reminded

dinner: knowledge of composting. us that Rosie Casals will
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A-Frame Project
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_ Speaker Charlie Vogelheim

talked new auto technology.
Waymo is approved from San
Jose to Sea Ranch. There
are driverless agricultural
vehicles and flying vehicles
on the way.
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