
RECOGNITION
Yvonne Finocchiaro presented a pair of engraved glass beer 
mugs to Phil Urbina, a thank you for his six years’ service as Hi-
Noon’s Oktoberfest chair. Urbina took on that post in 2013, during 
Finocchiaro’s presidency. She thanked him for his leadership, 
noting that during his chairmanship, Oktoberfest raised at least 
$300,000. Urbina said it was a team effort and that the successes 
were due to everyone’s efforts.

Mimi Gaffey recognized Josh Rytz for his second Paul Harris 
fellowship and presented him with a pin that includes a sapphire 
signifying his second $1,000 contribution.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Community Service Chair Julie Baker reminded all that the Kids’ Christmas 
Pancake Breakfast will be held on Saturday, Dec. 15, starting at 8:30 a.m. at the 
Agua Hedionda Discovery Center. Lisa Rodman and Mary Fritz-Wilson need 
to know how many Rotarians will be there to help, and especially, if any Rotarian 
children or grandchildren will be coming. Set-up will begin about 7 a.m, the pancake 
flippers need to be there by 7:45 a.m., and clean-up will start at 10:30 a.m.

The last RI International Assembly to be held in San Diego 
County will take place January 16 at the Elks’ Club in East County, 
featuring past RI president Frank Devlin as the guest speaker. Joan 
Boughton, representing past district governor Larry Scott, invited 
all to attend, noting that details were sent out in the district’s most 
recent News Bits and can be found on the district website.

Patty Johnson’s father recently fell and broke a hip, and everyone 
was asked to keep her and her family in their thoughts and prayers.

ROTO-ROOTER
Roto-Rooter Jim Brubaker lamented that no one had given him any material for 
the day, then welcomed back Tina Ray after a long absence. He noted another 
Bruce Jordan sighting, asking why we were seeing more of Jordan recently. 
“Nothing else to do!” said Jordan. Ken Ryan was asked to explain some high-water 
problems: one of the facilities he is responsible for flooded during the recent heavy 
rains. Brubaker was happy that Robyn Hill was still with us, and she explained her 
last meeting will be the December 17 meeting since she will be moving to Ohio just 
after the holidays (a standing ovation to thank her for her long service to Hi-Noon 
followed). Gloria Foote was spotlighted for helping to decorate the recently re-
opened Solutions for Change intake center. Then there were some Happy Bucks: 
Mike Pfankuch had one because he was glad to be here after Nancy Starling’s 
Words; Hill recognized Tracy Carmichael and all the rest of the Rotarians who 
helped with and/or donated to the Carlsbad Christmas Bureau event. Brubaker then 
offered up some Santa Claus riddle groaners (ie: What do you call a kid who doesn’t 
believe in Santa? A rebel without a clause; Why did Santa get a psych test? He no 
longer believed in himself) and said: “If you want better material, help me out!” 

DECEMBER 17, 2018
Responsibilities

Drawing, Mimi Gaffey;
Words, John McShefferty;

Pledge, Brian Colby;  Greeter, Rick Grove;
Reporter / Editor, Julie Walker;

Photographer, Nancy Starling; Roto-Rooter: Jim Brubaker 

TODAY’S PROGRAM
The Art of Conscious Living

Dr. Pia Martin

UPCOMING PROGRAMS
Dec. 24: DARK
Dec. 31: DARK
Jan. 7:  A Bit of Living History in Alcatraz, Dick Fisher
Jan. 14:  California State University San Marcos, Ed Ashley
Jan. 21:  DARK
Jan. 28:  Skydiving Innovations, Ron Lee
Feb. 4:  Hand of Peace, Sarah Heirendt

Continued on back page
From left: Harry Peacock, Wendy Wiegand, Jeff Wohler, Dawn Cunneen, Rick Grove, Raegan Matthews, 
Jos Magaña, Bryan Geisbauer and Maureen Simons.

MEETING OF DECEMBER 10, 2018
Welcome: President Maureen Simons welcomed everyone, Steve “Sunshine” 
Mott led everyone in the “Smile” song, John McShefferty led the Pledge, and 
Nancy Starling offered Words from a poem titled: On the Day I Die,’ designed to 
encourage everyone to live life fully and not dwell on what you can’t change or what 
really isn’t all that important because life is short. Mott then led the signing of “God 
Bless America.”

ANNUAL MEETING
President-elect Wendy Wiegand conducted the club’s Annual Meeting, asking 
for votes on a bylaws change and for the 2019-20 club Board of Directors. The 
bylaws changes involved adding a fifth Area of Service: Youth Services. Pat Hurley 
made the motion to adopt the changes, and Tom Applegate seconded. The 
motion passed. The slate of officers for 2019-20 was presented: Bryan Geisbauer, 
treasurer; Lisa Walsh, secretary; Jos Magaña, Club Service; Dawn Cunneen, 
Community Service; Jeff Wohler, International Service; Rick Grove, Vocational 
Service; Raegan Matthews, Youth Services; and Harry Peacock, president-elect. 
Mike Metts made the motion to accept the slate, Gloria Foote seconded. The 
motion passed.

Phil Urbina and
Yvonne Finocchiaro

Joan Boughton
and Dave Kulchin
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Responsibilities for January 7, 2019
Drawing, Ken Clark; Words, Bob Kreisberg;

Pledge, David Harrison; Greeter, Vince Ponce;
Reporter: Randy Ferren; Editor: Dave Dana

Photographer: Nancy Starling;
Roto-Rooter: Walt Waggener

PROGRAM
Living Inspired — Alex Montoya 

Montoya is an inspirational speaker and an author—who inspires students at the 
RYLA camps every year. It was Hi-Noon’s turn to be inspired by this triple amputee. 
Montoya was born without either arm or his right leg, due to birth defects caused 
by the notorious sleeping drug,Thalidomide. Born in Colombia, he came to the US 
when he was four, after the Shriners offered to take care of his medical needs for 
free, get him prosthetics—and an education. At that tender age, he left his family 
behind and came to San Diego to live with an aunt to get that assistance. This was 
after being told by his father that despite being born with severe challenges and 
facing more obstacles than most children and that people would feel sorry for him 
and have low expectations for him, he could do anything as long as he had a strong 
faith, a strong support system around him and a strong education. His parents told 
him not to dwell on what he couldn’t do, but to focus on what he could. His Dad 

urged him to “find things in 
life you can have passion 
for; find things that inspire 
you.” To Montoya, who later 
graduated from Notre Dame 
and spent years working 
with the SD Padres, the 
two “greatest words in the 
English language are: What 
if?”

Lessons learned along 
the way: 1. He wouldn’t 
have had the courage or 

opportunity to try if he hadn’t had the opportunity to come to America and been give 
prosthetics and an education—or had the vision to try, or the support of friends and 
family. 2. Some challenges are big, and some are small. What matters is how you 
react to them. 3. When you feel alone, that’s when it’s most crucial to hang on.

He challenged Rotarians to “hold onto your convictions, hold onto your challenges...
Anything is possible, as long as you believe.”   

JOKER DRAWING
Nate Cobb held the winning ticket, for $4.

The jackpot for Sept. 17 is $400

Alex Montoya


