
Some coastal towns in North Carolina now 
flood up to 100 days a year 
Sea level rise worsens flooding, cutting people off from work, school, and services. 

by YCC Team September 14, 2026 

In Beaufort, Carolina Beach, and other coastal towns in North Carolina, residents increasingly 
face flooding – even without rain in sight. 

Hino: “Our tides and our normal changes in ocean water levels are now happening on top of 
higher average sea levels. … And that water level is too much for the infrastructure. And so you 
get roads that are inundated, stormwater drainage systems that don’t function anymore.” 

Miyuki Hino of the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill says flooded roads force people to 
miss work and school. 

Hino: “People skip their doctor’s appointments and other types of critical errands because the 
roads are cut off. This might not seem like a big deal, but when this type of flooding is 
happening 50, 60, even 100 days a year in some of the places that we study, that really adds 
up.” 

To track the problem, Hino’s team has been installing sensors and cameras in strategic places 
and sharing the data in real time with residents. 

Hino: “So that they can figure out if they can get home or if they need to reroute or wait out a 
couple hours and see if the floodwaters go down.” 

Researchers are also using the data to model water pumps, seawalls, and other solutions that 
communities can implement to help residents stay safe long-term. 

Article link: https://yaleclimateconnections.org/2026/09/some-coastal-towns-in-north-carolina-
now-flood-up-to-100-days-a-year/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=c8f7342a79-
EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2026_09_14_06_53&utm_source=Weekly+News+from+Yale+Climate+Conn
ections&npnl=MTQyNDMyfDY0MjgwNTBiMWJjZTM4MGY1MWIwNzZjNWNiZWJmYjAxZWFiZDU
zOWMwNzQwZTBiOTNmOGFjMjBkZGMzZTNhYTY&utm_term=0_-c8f7342a79-515622009  

(AA note: Long term, low lying towns and cities will have flooding get steadily worse, as sea 
levels steadily rise.  It definitely will get much worse.  It will never get better.  Denial is the 
dumbest and costliest choice.  Can we humans manage to do the smart thing?  Admit the 
obvious, however painful, and act accordingly.) 
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