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Together, We Unite for Good!

Editorial
Message 
PP Esther Mwambu

4

Dear reader,

Welcome to the RC of Kampala South bulletin for September 2025.

The Rotary theme for September is 'Basic Education and Literacy' and the 2025-2026 RI
Presidential theme "Unite for Good," emphasizes that literacy is the foundation of human dignity,
economic mobility, and peace. It urges rotarians to foster sustainable, inclusive education for girls
and marginalized youth through collective action. The message calls for uniting talents and
resources to expand the reach of literacy projects, creating lasting change by building libraries,
distributing textbooks, and training teachers.

In the incoming pages of this bulletin, we share the initiatives of District 9213 and specifically RC
of Kampala South, towards Basic Education and Literacy as implemented through their service
projects.

We specifically showcase Jjanyi Primary School project, a little known Kampala South signature
project implemented between 2007 and 2014; as well as the Basic Education and Literacy
Enhancement Projects (BELEP) that have been impactful in the past years.

We also, share messages of the RI President, District Governor (DG) and club president, as well
as the DG's engagements and club activities in September 2025.

Enjoy the reading!



Dear Rotary Family and Friends,

 

Message from

 

Faridah Namutebi
President RC Kampala South
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This month, as we celebrate Rotary’s commitment to
Basic Education and Literacy, I am proud to highlight
the milestones the Rotary Club of Kampala South has
made in advancing learning in our communities.

Uniting for good
to promote basic

educAtion and
Literacy

Over the past 2 years, the Rotary Club of Kampala
South has donated over 2,400 essential textbooks and
learning materials to at least 16 primary schools under
the Basic Education and Literacy Enhancement
Program (BELEP) and Drop Everything And Read
(D.E.A.R.) program organized nationally by the Ministry
of Education and Sports; and to one community library
in Busesa, Eastern Uganda; as well as the Spina Bifida
Hydrocephalus Association, and 3 Foundations; one
for orphans, and two for children with special needs.

The club has, in addition, mentored young leaders
through reading clinics under D.E.A.R; as well as
conducted career guidance sessions; and trained at
least 160 teachers.

Notably, the club’s first initiative towards basic
education and literacy was setting up a library in the
Internally Displaced Persons (IDP) Camp in Lira
between 1998 to 2008, in which victims of the 20- year
Kony Rebellion in Northern Uganda were residing. The
club built a library in one of the camps and equipped it
with reading material in partnership with the Rotary
Club of Kampala Ssese.
Later, between 2001 and 2014, the club built a 7-
classroom block at Jjanyi Primary School,
approximately 30km South of Kampala City; equipped
it with a library, furniture and solar lighting which
resulted in growth of enrolment from 150 students to
over 450 students to date, which led to tremendous
improvement in performance as well. 

 

 The Jjanyi Primary School project was largely
supported by funds locally raised by the club through
its Annual Sports Gala, the reknown Oscar and Friends
Concerts sponsored by Nile Breweries, as well as
corporates such as Barclays Bank, Hima Cement,
Pearl Flowers and Peacock Paints, and the Jjanyi
Church of Uganda. And, between 2010 to 2012, the
club partnered with Uganda Prisons to provide
education and basic needs to over 1,000 prisoners in
Kigo Prisons.  

I would like to, in a special way, also thank every club
member, rotarian and rotaractor who has volunteered
time and resources to organize literacy drives,
establish community libraries, and sponsor school
fees for those in need. Through these collective
efforts, we are not only improving literacy rates, but
also helping to nurture the next generation of leaders.
Let us keep up the momentum as we strive for a future
where every child in Kampala and beyond can read,
write and achieve their dreams.
Thank you all for your dedication to service above self.
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Message from the Rotary
 International President

      Francesco Arezzo
President, Rotary International, 2025-26

When I stepped into the role of Rotary International
president, the moment came swiftly and
unexpectedly. It got me thinking how the world can
change in an instant, and how Rotary has the power
to be a steady force for good in that change. This
month, Rotary’s Basic Education and Literacy Month,
we have a clear call to action: to strengthen the
foundation of learning in every community we serve. 

Millions of people worldwide remain unable to read.
Millions of children lack access to basic education.
And yet, we know the solution: sustainable, inclusive,
and equitable education, especially for girls and
marginalized youths. Literacy is more than the ability
to read and write. It is the key to human dignity,
economic mobility, and peace. Every book opened,
every classroom supported, and every teacher
trained becomes a building block of peace. 

This year, our message is Unite for Good. "Unite"
speaks to the strength we find in each other. When
we unite our talents and resources — not only among
our clubs but across partners, organizations, and
communities — we expand our reach. And when we
do so consistently over time, we create lasting
change. Rotary service cannot be measured only in
annual goals. Our work in education must extend
beyond a single year. Literacy projects take time to
take root, grow, and bear fruit. 

Now is the time to think boldly and creatively. New
types of clubs can help us engage educators,
students, and advocates in new ways. Let us use this
month to welcome new members with a passion for
education and empower existing ones to lead service
projects that reflect local needs. Whether you’re
building libraries, distributing textbooks, or mentoring
students, your actions matter. 

Education is also peacebuilding. Every scholarship
we provide, every early childhood program we
support, every adult literacy class we fund is an act of
peace. And Rotary has been building peace in this
way for more than a century. 

Let us not forget that the fight for literacy is not only
about access, it’s about equity. It is about ensuring
every learner, regardless of background, has the
opportunity to reach their potential. And it is about
standing together — across borders, languages, and
generations — to say that education is a right, not a
privilege. 

Let’s Unite for Good by committing to literacy that
lasts. Let’s dream of a world where every child learns
to read. And then, as people of action, let’s work
together to make that dream a reality. 

Together, we can change lives, starting with the
power of education. Together, we Unite for Good. 

PEACE THROUGH

EDUCATION 
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Message from the
District Governor

 

Geoffrey Martin Kitakule

District Governor D9213 2025-26

Education is the cornerstone of development; a pathway
through which individuals and communities rise above
poverty and create sustainable futures. In Uganda,
significant progress has been made in expanding
access to education through initiatives such as Universal
Primary Education (UPE). Yet, challenges remain; making
it evident that our continued support for basic education
and literacy is both urgent and necessary.

Statistics remind us of the task before us, as 36% of
Ugandans are still illiterate. While enrollment rates are
high, many children do not complete primary school.
Some leave early due to poverty, child labor, lack of
access to proper menstrual hygiene or early marriages.
Others attend school but struggle with poor learning
outcomes - too often sitting in overcrowded or no
classrooms, lacking textbooks, pencils, exercise books or
being taught by overstretched teachers. According to
recent reports, literacy and numeracy levels among
Ugandan learners remain below the desired standards,
threatening the nation’s aspirations for growth and
progress. 

Rotarians in Uganda have witnessed these realities
firsthand. Across our communities, we meet children
eager to learn but held back by limited resources. We
encounter adults who long to read, write and count but
have never been given the chance. Literacy is more than
the ability to decode or read words on a page - it is the
ability to access opportunities, participate in civic life,
and support families with dignity. Without it, cycles of
poverty, unemployment and inequality persist. This
inequality is worsened when one talks about digital
literacy in a world that is becoming so digital. A survey
presented at the, "Building the Future of Fair and Inclusive
Digital Work in Uganda," Workshop held in 2024,
highlighted Uganda’s low ICT skills and literacy levels,
revealing that a lack of knowledge or digital skills
prevents 75% of Ugandans from accessing the internet.

An illiterate population is not an empowered population.
This is why Rotary continues to place basic education
and literacy at the heart of its service. Rotary clubs in
Uganda have built classrooms, equipped schools with
books and learning materials, provided scholarships to
vulnerable children and organized adult literacy
programs. These initiatives change lives - a book in a
child’s hands sparks imagination; a girl who stays in
school delays early marriage; and an adult who learns
to read opens new opportunities for work and self-
reliance.

Yet our work must go further. We need to champion
teacher training, strengthen partnerships with
government and civil society and explore innovative
solutions like digital learning to bridge the Digital Divide.
We must ensure that education is inclusive, reaching
the rural child, the girl child, the refugee and the adult
learner alike.

As Rotarians, we are uniquely positioned to make a
lasting difference. Through our networks, resources and
commitment to service, we can help build a Uganda
where every child can read with understanding and
every adult can write their own future. Supporting basic
education and literacy is not charity; it is an investment
in peace, progress and prosperity for our nation.

Let us, therefore, renew our commitment to this vital
cause. Together, United for Good, we can light the lamp
of knowledge in every corner of Uganda, ensuring that
no child or adult is left behind.

#RotaryEyamba
Geoffrey Martin Kitakule, District Governor - Rotary
District 9213

     

The journey to full access

to Basic Education and

Literacy is still long



DG GEOFFREY MARTIN KITAKULE’S
ENGAGEMENTS IN SEPTEMBER 2025
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UNITING TALENTS AND RESOURCES
TO CREATE LASTING CHANGE IN

COMMUNITIES  
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 “Our partnership with the Rotary
Foundation, Government of Uganda,
corporate organisations in Uganda
and the entire rotary fraternity, has
amplified our reach, enabling us to
support more children in gaining
access to quality education. The club
sincerely appreciates the generosity
extended by the corporates.”
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Buddy Group stats for 
September 2025

Puma 48%
Jaguar 45%
Panther 43%
Leopard 42%
Lion 38%
Tiger 35%

MEMBERSHIP
 ENGAGEMENT 



PROSPECTIVE CLUB MEMBERS 
FOR MEMBERSHIP GROWTH

CATHERINE ATUHAIRE

PETER TUMWIJUKYE
Education: Peter holds a BA in Economics from Kyambogo University and he is
an Alumnus of Rukungiri Central SS.

Proffesion : Peter is researcher and is currently a freelance researcher with
various organizations specializing in data collection, analysis, and reporting, with
strong analytical and quantitative skills.

Why Rotary: Peter aspires to make a positive community impact while
connecting with professionals for learning and growth.

Value to the Club: With experience in research, Peter will
be valuable to supporting community service including providing expertise in
project implementation 

Hobbies/Interests: Playing and Watching soccer.
Sponsor: Rtn. Charles Odaga

Education: Catherine holds a Bachelor’s degree in Procurement
and Logistics Management from Kyambogo University.

Profession: Catherine is a Procurement and Logistics expert.
Currently, Catherine is an entrepreneur and successfully runs
Tuka Food Stop, a food and catering business.
Why Rotary: Catherine is a currently a Rotaractor with Rotaract
Club of Kampala South, serving as her club’s representative on the
Rotary Club Kampala South Management Board. She seeks to
deepen her commitment to service, fellowship, and growth.

Value to the Club: With her expertise in procurement, Catherine
will be valuable in strengthening club governance and project
procurements including providing leadership in community
service.

Hobbies/Interests: Traveling, reading, listening to music, and
dancing.

Sponsor: Rtn. Mesach Nuwabiine



MARK RUMANYIKA

Sponsor: Rtn. Anthony Mwandha

Education: Mark holds a Bachelor Commerce (Hon) from Makerere
University and he is a Chartered Management Accountant.
Profession: Mark is a Management Accountant with expertise in
financial management and organizational oversight. Mark is currently
the CEO Acumen Water Solutions Uganda Ltd.,

Why Rotary: Mark is motivated by gratitude and service, seeking to give
back through Rotary programs that tackle hunger, illiteracy, and
poverty.Mark values professional networking and leadership
development, ethical practice and is particularly inspired by rotary’s
four-way test.
Value to the Club: With a strong financial and management accounting
background, Mark will be valuable in strengthening club governance
and community projects while growing within Rotary’s framework.
Hobbies/Interests: Sports, Travelling / Safaris , reading, watching
documentaries / movies, farming, volunteering, etc.

PEARL KARUNGI

Education: Pearl holds a Bachelor’s Administration UCU) and a Postgraduate
Diploma in Social WORKS & Sosial HR Management (UMI). Pearl is also an
Alumna of Mary Hill High school.

Profession: Pearl is a Human Resource expert and is also an
experienced event host and team-building facilitator. Currently,
Pearl is the Business Development Manager at House of DJs.

Why Rotary: With roots in Interact and Rotaract, Pearl sees
Rotary as a natural progression and seeks to reconnect with a
community of service, fellowship, and growth.

Value to the Club: Tapping into her HR expertise and event
facilitation skills Pearl can help strenghthen organization
efficiency, member engagement and facilitation.

Hobbies/Interests: Reading, Traveling, Shopping, Watching
Series, and Making New Friends.

Sponsor: Rtn. Frank Fayo Nyakahuma



MARGARETE NABUKEERA
Education: Margarete holds a Bachelor of Arts in Education from
Kyambogo University and also a Certificate in Digital Money 27.
Profession: Margarete is an E-commerce expert with extensive

Value to the Club: Margarete will bring expertise in e-commerce
and operations, combined with enthusiasm for service and
personal growth, to support club activities and projects.

Hobbies/Interests: Traveling and Listening to interesting music.

Sponsor: Rtn. Charles Kabanda Ssentamu

experience in technology, customer service, and 
operations.
Margarete is currently serving as the Manager of Customer
Operations at MTN Uganda.
Why Rotary: Margarete is motivated by opportunities for
networking, leadership development, friendship, and service,
aligning with Rotary’s values of fellowship and community impact.

CATHERINE AYUNDA
Education: Ayunda holds a Bachelor’s degree in Business
Administration (MUBS) with a major in Sales and Marketing. 

Profession: Ayunda is a Sales and Marketing expert. Currently,
she serves as the Regional Sales Manager, Central Region at
Tunga Nutrition.

 Why Rotary: Guided by values of service, integrity, and
leadership, Ayunda sees Rotary as the ideal platform to serve,
learn, and make an impact while collaborating with like-minded
professionals. 

Value to the Club: Ayunda brings strategic and operational
from her business background combined with commitment to
service and team work, to strengthen projects and
collaboration.

Hobbies / Interests: Reading, sports, travelling, shopping,
watching series and making new friends
Sponsor: Rtn. Samuel Sewagude
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ROTARY CANCER RUN 2025

ROTARY CANCER RUN 2025 AMBASSADORS
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FAMILY OF ROTARY IN PICTURES

Birthdays of September

1. Cyrus Aomu - 3 Sptember
 2. Arthur Gasasira - 12 September
 3. Cyprian Kamunyu - 15 September
4.William Kasozi -17 September 
5. Allen Nambakire - 17  September th

6.Paul Muwanga - 18 September
7.Geoffrey Martin Kitakule - 25 September 
9.Paul Lubega -28 September 
10. Deusdit Muhumuza - 30 September

Sheila Namara Chair, Family
of Rotary
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FRIDAY LAZY LUNCH



Reflecting on the partnership, a representative from
the Rotary Club of Kampala South shared, 

Similarly, ASA Microfinance brings its robust
operational framework to the table, managing
monthly disbursements of $32 billion across various
locations, which underscores its capacity to support
large-scale community projects.
The 2,600 trees will be planted in strategic locations
across Uganda, including schools, community
centers, and public spaces to maximize ecological
and social benefits.

In a powerful step toward environmental
sustainability, ASA Microfinance (Uganda) Ltd
and the Rotary Club of Kampala South have
signed a landmark partnership to plant 2,600
trees across various regions of Uganda in
2025. This collaboration marks a significant
milestone in both organizations’ commitment
to fostering greener communities and
combating climate change. The tree-planting initiative aligns with Rotary’s

mission to promote environmental sustainability,
one of its key focus areas, as demonstrated by their
recent multifaceted outreach in Kabale District on
August 23, 2025. That project included
environmental efforts alongside economic
empowerment and health initiatives, showcasing
Rotary’s holistic approach to community
development.

The partnership, formalized through a
memorandum of understanding, leverages ASA
Microfinance’s financial support of UGX
7,000,000 and the Rotary Club’s expertise in
community mobilization and project execution.
Mr. Allen Semboze, CEO of ASA Microfinance,
expressed enthusiasm about the collaboration,
stating, “Partnering with Rotary is one of our
best decisions. Their passion and expertise
align perfectly with our goals, and we’re excited
to see this initiative thrive.” He highlighted that
while ASA has previously attempted
community initiatives like medical camps with
moderate success due to challenges in
mobilizing participants, the Rotary Club’s
established network and experience will ensure
greater impact.

ROTARY CLUB OF KAMPALA SOUTH AND
ASA MICROFINANCE IN TREE PLANTING

PARTNERSHIP

, “We are deeply grateful for ASA Microfinance’s
generous contribution and shared vision. This
initiative will not only green our landscapes but also
strengthen community bonds and inspire future
generations to prioritize sustainability.”



 http://ugand a24.asa-international.com

The following are the fees that the client can pay to field staff of ASA
ASA MICROFINANCE (UGANDA) LTD

A simple and affordable health and life cover
for all ASA loan borrowers.

UGX Hospital Cash
UGX 20,000 to UGX 100,000
 

Funeral Cover
UGX 500,000 to UGX 2,000,000

 Per night of admission, up to 10 nights in a Year. Paid tothenext ofkin in caseyou loseyour life.

Get cash to cover additional expenses like medication and
household bills during inpatient hospitalizations.

Ensure your loved ones receive financial support, helping to
cover expenses such as funeral costs, and daily living expenses.

Our Company Values

Just and
financially 

inclusive
societies. 

To reduce
poverty and

enable female
empowerment

Enhance
socio-economic

progress of
low-income

entrepreneurs
by increasing

financial
inclusion.

Our Vision Our Purpose Our Mission

PROFESSIONALISM INTEGRITY TEAMWORK
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Total Premium on Principle Loan 
(UGX) 

 

Description 

Member Registration / Admission 
Loan processing fee 
Passbook Sale 

Security/Cash collateral (savings) 
1st and initial loan against 
Principal Loan 

Security/Cash collateral (savings)
2nd and onward against Principal
Loan. 
Frequency of meeting 

Total member in Minimum 
Maximum 

All Loans 

a group 

Loan Amount 
(1rd cycle). 

Loan increment (2nd cycle). 

15% on Principal Loan 

 Small Loan 
Ugx 2,000 

2.5% on Principal Loan. 
Ugx 1,000. 

10% on Principal Loan 

15% on Principal Loan 

 Small Business Loan 
Ugx 5,000 

2.5% on Principal Loan. 
Ugx 1,000. 

10% on Principal Loan 

Weekly

5

30 

Ugx 200,000 to Ugx 1,500,000 

Weekly

5

30 

Ugx 1,600,000 to Ugx 4,000,000 

Ugx 100,000 to Ugx 400,000 or up to Ugx

1,500,000 loan (to reach) for 2nd cycle. 

Ugx 100,000 to Ugx 400,000 or up to Ugx 
4,000,000 loan (to reach) for 3rd and above 
cycles. 
Number of 2nd meeting day from theenrollment Or after 7days of the enrollment. enrollment or after 7days of the enrollment.

Ugx 300,000 to Ugx 800,000 or up to Ugx4,000,000 loan (to reach) for 2nd cycle. 
Ugx 300,000 to Ugx 800,000 or up to Ugx 
8,000,000 loan (to reach) for 3rd and 
above cycles. 
Number of 2nd meeting day from the 

Loan increments (3rd cycle and 
above). 

1st loan disbursement 
(4,6,8 and 11 months) 

Number of 
Installments 
weekly. 

4 Months 16 installments. 

6 Months 23 installments. 
8 Months 30 installments. 
11 Months 43 installments. 

16 installments. 

23 installments. 
30 installments. 
43 installments. 

Weekly Mode of repayment (4,6,8 and Weekly 
11 months loans) 

1st installment collection for weekly 
(4,6,8 and 11 Months) 

7 Days after the date of disbursement / 1st 7 Days after the date of disbursement / 
st

meeting day after Loan disbursement 1 meeting day after Loan disbursement 

Service Charge/ 
Interest rate 
Weekly/ Bi-w

4 Months 9% 

6Months15%
8 Months 20% 
11 Months 29% 

9% 

15%
20% 
29% 
Full Loan Outstanding will be 
written-off 

Last 2 installments (3 installments 

 eekly
/ Monthly loans 

Risk cover (In case of client death) Full Loan Outstanding will be written-off 

Advance 
installment 
collection for 

weekly. 

4 Months Last 2 installments (3 installments 
(16 weeks) including current 1) including current 1) 
6 Months Last 4 installments (5 installments with Last 4 installments (5 installments 
(23 weeks) current 1) with current 1) 
8 Months Last 5 installments (6 installments 
(30 weeks) including current 1) 
11 Months Last 7 installments (8 installments 
(43 weeks) including current 1) 

Last 5 installments (6 installments 
including current 
Last 7 installments (8 installments 
including current 
Ugx 8,000,000 Highest loan Ugx 4,000,000 

ASA LifeCare 
4 Months 

200,000 

500,000

4,000 

6 Months 

400,000 

1,000,000

12,000 

8 Months 

600,000 

1,500,000

24,000 

11 Months 

1,000,000 

2,000,000

44,000 

Head Office:
ASA Microfinance Uganda Limited
Plot # 5195 Buye Kigowa, Ntinda
Post Box No. 245 Ntinda Kampala-Uganda
Tel: +256 200 906 777, Head FMPU: +256 758481819, Head SPSM: +256 702409141
Website: uganda.asa-international.com 

Creating Hope. Changing Fortunes. st
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UPCOMING EVENTS
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ACCOMODATION CATEGORIES

CONTACT:

CONTACT:

CONTACT:

CONTACT:

ROOMS: BED & BREAKFAST (PER NIGHT)
DOUBLE

ROOMS: BED & BREAKFAST (PER NIGHT)
DOUBLE

ROOMS: BED & BREAKFAST (PER NIGHT)
DOUBLE

ROOMS: BED & BREAKFAST (PER NIGHT)
DOUBLE

Deluxe Room

Deluxe Room

Deluxe Room

Deluxe Room

SINGLE
$70 

SINGLE
$100 

SINGLE
$100 

SINGLE
$100 

$100

$130

$130

$130

Booking office: +256 (0)417 111000
Email: imperialhotels@hoteleq.com

Booking office: +256 (0)417 111000
Email: imperialhotels@hoteleq.com

Booking office: +256 (0)417 111000
Email: imperialhotels@hoteleq.com

Booking office: +256 (0)417 111000
Email: imperialhotels@hoteleq.com

For booking:https://tinyurl.com/292ejj7y

For booking: https://tinyurl.com/23eequ3d

For booking: https://tinyurl.com/28uaymxw

DISCON 101
Registration
is now open

16TH - 18TH
APRIL 2026

IMPERIAL RESORT
BEACH HOTEL,
ENTEBBE

Imperial Heights Hotel

Imperial Golf View Hotel

Imperial Resort Beach Hotel

Imperial Botanical Beach Hotel

District 9213
I N S P I R E S E R V E I M P A C T


