
Spokes
Official Newsletter of the

ROTARY club Of 

HATTiEsbuRg

“sERvicE AbOvE sElf”

OfficERs

RObeRt  CummiNgs

President 

mAuRA mCLAugHiN

President-Elect

PAtRiCK WARD

Vice-President

sCOtt HummeL

Secretary – Treasurer

LAmAR eVANs   

Executive Secretary

seAN PRiebe

Sergeant-at-arms

bOARd Of diREcTORs

Jaclyn Adams

Wes brooks

greg buie

James Duncan

Dan Kibodeaux

Lucy Parkman

Jennifer Payne

Janice touchstone

Past President:

bill mcLeod

SPOKES Editor

Aime spears

aspears@whlt.com

ROTARY YEAR

2010-2011

District 6840 Club Number 04003 Organized 1918

October 18, 2011
www.hattiesburgrotary.com

To read more on this story, visit www.rotary.org reprinted from www.rotary.org



MInuTes FROM 10/11/11

WeekLy FOOTBaLL BOaRD gaMe

Our football board game has had a couple of rule changes.
If the winning square has not been purchased by a player
the proceeds will carry over to the following week.  Each
week's winner will split the cash proceeds with the club
which will benefit the Rotary Permanent Fund.  The winner
will not be announced until the end of the meeting,  must be
present to win.

PROgRaM suMMaRy

ReaDIng BeTWeen THe LIOns LITeRaCy PROgRaM

Volunteers needed each week on Tuesday or Friday

mornings at 9:30 to read children’s books to Pre-Schoolers.
Read for about 20-30 minutes. 

The Family Y -
Veterans Memorial Blvd.

601-268-0808
Call Dan Kibodeaux or

sign up at lunch meetings
or email

dan@Unitedwaysems.org

call 601-545-7141

October Reading Volunteers needed!

MaRk yOuR CaLenDaR

Oct 18 Rick Duke, Director, usM’s Trent Lott national 

Center for excellence in economic Development & 

entrepreneurship

Oct 24 Rotary Board Meeting at The united Way 

Oct 25   Web Heidelberg & sally Hughes--gordon's Creek 

Project

Looking for Rotary District Information or International Information?Looking for Rotary District Information or International Information?

District Website www.rotary6840.org  - Rotary International www.rotary.org 

We Have a Facebook Page!
Visit Rotary Club of Hattiesburg on Facebook 

and “like” our page.
Post your pictures, videos and comments.

President Robert Cummings presided over the meet-
ing.

Thanks to Conrad Welker, who gave the Invocation,
and to Dan Kibodeaux, who led the Club in the
Pledge of Allegiance. Robert then led members in
the Four Way Test.

Thanks to today’s greeters, Chris Price and Bill
McLeod.

Sean Priebe then welcomed members to today’s
meeting. Milton Wheeler is visiting from the Petal
Rotary Club. Terry Martin was a guest of Gene
Owens. Jay Huffstatler was a guest of Dan
Kibodeaux. And David and Beth Gamston was a
guest of Scott Hummel. The Club members wel-
comed Milam Cotton and his wife to the meeting.
Milam reported that he is feeling great and is happy
to be alive with each new day. He is undergoing
treatment and is having no adverse reactions to the
treatment.

Robert announced that the board meeting is set for
October 24th at the United Way’s office in downtown
Hattiesburg. Refreshment will be available beginning
at 5 and the meeting will begin at 5:30.

Dan Kibodeaux distributed sign-up sheets for volun-
teer readers for the Reading Between the Lions pro-
gram, every Tuesday and Friday at 9:30am at the
Hattiesburg Family Y. 

Robert announced that approximately 9 more $50
commitments are needed in order to purchase a
Paul Harris Fellowship in Joe Spell’s name and
memory. Anyone interested should make their inten-
tions known.

Betsy Rowell was then introduced and asked to pro-
vide her Classification Talk. Betsy is a native of
Covington County, Mississippi but grew up in
Alabama and Florida. She returned to the
Hattiesburg area within the past few years where
she enjoys reading, gardening. Her husband recently
purchased her a piano and she is now refreshing her
skil ls at the instrument. She manages the
Hattiesburg Downtown Association where she orga-
nizes special events and economic development
activities. 

Betsy then introduced today’s guest speaker, Rick
Taylor, Executive Director of the Hattiesburg
Convention Commission. Rick provided members
with information about his marketing philosophy and
how he uses that philosophy in marketing the many
facets of the Convention Commission. 

His marketing goal is to make sure that the events,
activities and facilities under his management are
marketed so that they stand out from the other mar-
keting clutter that the market faces on a daily basis. 

According to Taylor Americans are faced with hun-
dreds or perhaps thousands of marketing efforts on
a daily basis. According to a recent study Rick says
we end up recognizing about 300 of those events on
a daily basis. Therefore his marketing strategy is to
make sure that his campaigns cut through the clut-
ter. 

Rick says that the Broca area of the brain has been
found to assist in filtering much of the mundane and
predictable information that humans encounter.
Marketing efforts must push through that filtering
system if they are to make an impression. In addition
to visual and verbal efforts the Commission also
uses smell in some of its events in an effort to make
the event more memorable.

There was no winner in today’s Foundation event.
The prize rolls over to next week.

TODay’s  PROgRaM

Meet Our Presenter, Rick Duke -

Joel R. “Rick” Duke is Director of the Trent Lott National Center for
Excellence in Economic Development and Entrepreneurship.  In
addition, he is a Professor of Practice in the Department of
Economic & Workforce Development.  Rick joined The University
of Southern Mississippi in July 2010 after a twenty five year career
with The Georgia Institute of Technology where he was a Principal
Research Associate and Director of the Economic Development
Institute.  Rick also spent 10 years in the private sector with Kraft
Foods, Inc. in roles like plant management and industrial engi-
neering.  He has a Bachelor’s Degree in Industrial Management
from Georgia Tech, Masters in Business Administration from
Florida Southern College, Certified Economic Developer (CEcD),
Economic Development Finance Professional (EDFP), graduate of
the Economic Development Institute at the University of
Oklahoma.  Rick has been in numerous leadership roles including
President of the Georgia Economic Developers Association,
International Economic Development Council’s Board of Directors
and President of the Rotary Club of South Hall County Georgia.
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