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District Governor, Randall Feldman   

District Governor, 2016-2017 Randall Feldman currently 
serves District 6840 as District Governor. In the past he 
chaired the district’s Strategic Planning Initiative as well 
as its fund drive for The Rotary Foundation’s Annual Fund. 
He also chaired the sponsorship committee for Ole Man 
River Multi-District PETS. He has been a member of the 
Rotary International Communications Committee, was 
Vice Chair of the Host Organization Committee of the 
2011 Rotary International Convention in New Orleans, 
and was president of the Rotary Club of New Orleans. 
However, even in retirement, he somehow found himself 
once again working for He retired as President & General 
Manager of WYES in New Orleans in 2012.public broad-
casting, as Executive Director for Development for READY 
JET GO!, a national public media STEM (Science, Technol-
ogy, Engineering, Mathematics) initiative intended to be a 
four-eight year-old’s first introduction to space, earth sci-
ence and technology. You can see the series and its digital 
game site on PBS and PBSKids.org in 2016. Mr. Feldman 
has served on the boards of a variety of organizations in-

cluding Red Cross, the Louisiana Endowment for the Humanities and a local bank and was selected as 
a Young Leadership Council Role Model. He is the recipient of numerous PBS development awards and 
was the winner of the first 21st Century Award from the Association of Public Television Stations on 
whose board he also served. He was co-founder of the (public television) Small Station Association. 
And he has numerous national production credits, including Executive Producer of several PBS spe-
cials. Mr. Feldman is the proud stepfather of four incredible children and is now starting to lose count 
of all the grandchildren and great grandchildren. He is married to Dr. Madelaine and lives with her 
without the stepchildren et al in New Orleans 
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Past President Wes Brooks presided over the 

meeting in Jaclyn’s absence. Thanks to Erin Gran-

berry who gave the invocation and to Jim Prout 

who led us in the Pledge of Allegiance.   

Johnny Stevens and Nathan Wallace served as our 

greeters today.  Tracie Fowler and introduced our 

guests. Samantha McCain is a guest of Wes 

Brooks and will be inducted as a new member 

next week. Wes also has as his guest Jill Deakle. 

Scott Hummel has Darryl Harris as his guest. 

 

Today’s Three Minutes of Awesome was a raffle 

conducted by Tom Osborn on behalf of USM. Ben 

Donald was the winner of a Yeti tumbler.  

 

Wes reminded members that our District Governor 

will attend next week’s meeting and discuss some 

of the projects that are currently underway. He 

will also meet with the board just prior to next 

week’s meeting. 

 

There is information available on our website 

(www.rotaryofhattiesburg.com) about making a 

contribution to aid those in our Rotary district who 

were impacted by the recent floods.  

 

Tracie Fowler then introduced today’s guest 

speakers. Angie Sides and Nancy Hullum are pro-

gram specialists with the Big Brothers Big Sisters 

of Southeast Mississippi. Tracie noted that they 

are a United Way partner and are supported 

through the United Way’s education target be-

cause they help keep children in school until they 

graduate from high school. 

 

Angie works in the Forrest County and 

Hattiesburg Public School districts. She 

has been in her position for the past 

three years. She reports that there are 

currently 80 matches under her program 

with at least another 50 children on the 

waiting list waiting for a Big to volun-

teer. 

 

Big Brothers Big Sisters matches school 

age children with adults and/or families 

throughout the area. Nancy notes that in 

some cases the Big match may be the 

only male role model that a child may 

have. The Littles are children from di-

vorced families, orphanages or just 

children in the area that are in need of a 

good role model. 

 

To qualify as a Big you must make an 

application, be interviewed and have a 

background check run on you. The pur-

pose of the interview is to try and get 

enough information to make a good 

match with a Little for you. Littles are 

also interviewed. Parents or guardians 

are those who make the final decision 

about a match. 

 

Nancy works the Big Brothers Big Sis-

ters program in the Petal area. She has 

approximately 100 current matches with 

more than 50 on a waiting list. Both 

Program Specialist also work in Lamar 

and Perry counties. 

 

Some of the matches that are made are 

matches that will last a life-time. There 

is currently a Big in the program who 

was matched with a child in kindergar-

ten. They remained a match until the 

child graduated from high school. 

 

Bigs are required to invest 4 to 6 hours 

each month with their match. Often they 

visit at the child’s home. They also may 

go to a movie, watch a ballgame, go 

bowling or any other activity the parent 

or guardian approves of.  

 

Contributions from the community are 

needed to help support the program. All 

of the money that is donated from our 

area comes back to our area to support 

the program.  

 

Volunteers are needed for Bigs. The 

entire process takes less than 2 weeks. 

Angie noted that the children in their 

program just need to know they have a 

future and that there is a way out of the 

circle that many of them have been 

caught up in. 

 

To get an application, make a donation 

or just get more information, please 

contact Angie Sides at 

asides@bbbsms.org or call her at 601-

596-3499. 

Minutes of August 23, 2016 meeting of the Rotary Club of Hattiesburg 
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Sept 6 -   Scarlett Moore,  March of Dimes 

 

Sept 13 - Ronald L. Schwartz, MD -DisentangleAD 

 

Sept 20 - Billy Redd, MS Foundation of Wildlife and Fisheries  

 

Sept 27 –Kathryn Rehner, USM Social Work 

UPCOMING SPEAKERS 



 

Saturday 

September 24 

7:00 a.m. 

4th Annual 

Rotary Club 

Of 

Hattiesburg 

Bike-a-thon 
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Tom Overton and 

Kory Moore  

were inducted as 

member of Rota-

Angie Sides and Nancy Hullum, Program Specialists with Big Brothers Big Sisters of Mississippi, spoke to 

our club last week and explained the need for Big Brother and Big Sisters in this area.  They explained the 

qualification and gave examples of the program successes.  Their job is to recruit adult volunteers to spend 

time as a mentor with children in need of a positive role model.  Volunteers can invest as little as 4 to 6 
hours a month with their match. 

RI President John F. Germ chose 
Rotary Serving Humanity as his 
theme for 2016-17. Noting Rota-
ry’s unique ability to bring to-
gether committed professionals 
to achieve remarkable goals, 
Germ believes that “now is the 
time to capitalize on our success: 
as we complete the eradication 
of polio, and catapult Rotary for-
ward to be an even greater force 
for good in the world.” 


