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      SPOKES
NEWSLETTER OF THE ROTARY CLUB OF HATTIESBURG

Chad Newell 
President, Area Development Partnership 
Our guest today has been actively involved in Economic 
Development circles for eighteen years and currently 
serves as president of the Area Development Partnership 
(ADP), the regional Chamber of Commerce, Community 
Development, and Economic Development organization 
for Greater Hattiesburg.  Chad has been with the Area 
Development Partnership for two years.  

Chad has previously served as Executive Vice President with 
the Metropolitan Development Board (MDB) in 
Birmingham, the Economic Development 
Director for the City of Opelika, and the 
Business Development Director with the 
Mobile Area Chamber of Commerce.  
Chad has also worked for the Center for 
Policy Research and Planning in Jackson, 
Mississippi and with other Economic 
Development agencies in Southeast 
Mississippi during graduate school. 

A native of Meridian, Mississippi, Chad 
graduated from Mississippi State 
University in 1993 with a Bachelor’s 
degree in Economics and earned a 
Master’s degree in Economic 
Development in 1996 from the 
University of Southern Mississippi.  He 
and his wife Jennifer have been 
married for 18 years and have two 
sons, Garrett (14) and Brooks (7), and 
one daughter, Jordan (11). 

OUR 
GUEST



Hattiesburg Club President, Scott Hummel, accompanied by his 
wife Starr, accepting a Presidential Citation and Paul Harris Fellow. 

2014-2015 District Governor, Brian Hall, 
addressing conference attendees. 

2013-2014 District 6840 Conference
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Looking to develop speaking and 
leadership skills? Ace a job interview? 
Ignite your career? 

Toastmasters International is a world 
leader in communication and 
leadership development. Our 
membership is 292,000 strong. These 
members improve their speaking and 
leadership skills by attending one of 
the 14,350 clubs in 122 countries that 
make up our global network of 
meeting locations. 

Membership in Toastmasters is one of 
the greatest investments you can make 
in yourself. At $36 every six months 
(club dues may vary), it is also one of 
the most cost-effective skill-building 
tools available anywhere. 

Hattiesburg Toastmasters Club 
7:00 a.m., Tuesdays 

Evergreen Room (cafeteria)  
Wesley Medical Center 

5001 Hardy Street 
Hattiesburg, Ms. 39402 
Phone: (601) 520-1319 

www.3553.toastmastersclubs.org 

“I highly recommend Toastmasters for 
any member (Rotarian). That should 

include any up and coming staff they 
may have that could use a shot in the 

arm with communication or self-
confidence.  Toastmasters and Dale 

Carnegie were great boosts to my early 
career for both those reasons.”  

-Allen Anderson

MINUTES: May 6, 2014 
Scott Hummel presided over the meeting.Thanks to Lynn Walton who 
gave the invocation and Robert Cummins who led the club in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. Thanks to Chris Price and Curtis Smith for serving as our 
greeters today. Brian Moore noted that we have no visiting Rotarians and 
no visitors today. 

Scott reminded members that The Group Exchange students will arrive in 
our area on Wednesday, May 14 and depart on Saturday, May 17. Hosts 
are needed for the visitors throughout the visit. If you can serve in this 
capacity please see Mike Ratliff or Scott.  

Aaron Ladner thanked members who have participate in the Souls for 
Orphans campaign. The donated shoes and socks will be delivered during 
the District Conference this weekend. If you haven’t purchased shoes and 
socks for the campaign, you can write a check that will be delivered and 
used for this purpose. 

Jonathan Shemper reported that the Bike-a-Thon is scheduled for 
November 1. The committee met with representatives of the Extra Table 
and they are excited about the joint venture. The planning committee will 
meet next Tuesday at 11:15 a.m. just prior to the weekly membership 
meeting. 

Valencia Williamson then introduced today’s guest speaker, Andre’ Heath. 
Andre’ serves on the ADP Leadership PineBelt Steering Committee and is 
a representative of Toastmasters. 

Heath spoke to members about Leadership, Empowerment and Civic 
Engagement.  

Leadership is the ability to get people to want to follow you. Unless you 
can motivate others to follow you, Heath says you’re just going for a walk. 
Leaders have the ability to cast vision so that others can see and 
understand it. According to Andre’ leadership is necessary, especially in 
the world in which we live in and especially in the home. 

Empowerment is also necessary in today’s society according to Andre’. If 
you want to empower others you must have a passion for other people. 
And, if you’re going to lead people then you must help people get what 
they want. 

Leadership and Empowerment lead to Civic Engagement according to 
Andre’. He says there are plenty of problem makers in today’s society. 
What is needed are problem solvers. In order to be a problem solver you 
need to focus on being a servant. 

Leadership, Empowerment and Civic Engagement will help us cause a 
positive change in our world. 

Anyone interested in visiting or participating in Toastmasters is invited to 
join the group. The meet every Tuesday morning at 7 a.m. at Wesley. 

Minutes courtesy of: 
Lamar Evans, Executive Secretary
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2013-2014 Officers  
& Board Members 

Scott Hummel, President 
Wes Brooks, President-Elect 

Jennifer Payne, Vice President 
Sean Priebe, Secretary-Treasurer 

Maura McLaughlin, Past President 
Brian Moore, Sergeant-At-Arms 

Allen Anderson 
James Duncan 
Chase Munro 
David Owens 
Lucy Parkman 

Valencia Williamson

!
629 N. Main St 

Hattiesburg, Ms. 39401 
www.rotaryofhattiesburg.com

Rotary International Conference 
June 1-4 

Sydney, New South Wales, Australia

May 20 May 27 
Mitchell Williams 
PInebelt FCA

Go the extra mile for Extra Table!
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