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MEETING OF October 14, 2008

Minutes from meeting of 10/708

President Richard Topp presided over the meeting.
Allen Anderson gave the invocation and Annie
Wimbish lead the club in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Thanks to our Greeters this week, Travis Sisson
and Rick Corts. 

Gene Owens filled in for Heath Hillman and wel-
comed our visiting Rotarians and guests. 

Jack Gay visited from the Petal Club.  

Tom Montgomery was a guest of Allen Anderson. 

Bob Riley brought his two daughters.

Steve Ramp was introduced and inducted Scott
Hummel as our club’s newest member. Scott trans-
ferred in from the Long View, Texas club where he
was the immediate past president.

Richard read part of a letter received from
Benjamin Morris who is completing his Rotary
Ambassador Scholarship to the U.K. Benjamin
expressed his sincere appreciation for the opportu-
nity to represent Rotary and plans to become
actively involved in the organization in the future. 

Todd Bradley reminded Club members of the
upcoming golf tournament to be held October 27 at
the Shadow Ridge course. Dr. Charles Greer is
sponsoring a hole-in-one contest valued at $25,000.

LAST WEEK’S PROGRAM

Tom Potter came forward and introduced today’s
speaker Angie Godwin. Dr. Godwin is Director of
the Area Development Partnership.

Dr. Godwin says that confidence in our economy is
the number one driving force of economic develop-
ment. As such, the ADP will be unveiling an adver-
tising campaign in the near future that will high-
light the positive economic elements of the ADP
area. She further discussed the “community devel-
opment” aspect of economic development, without
which the latter would not be possible. Although
community development isn’t “sexy” it is neces-
sary, according to Dr. Godwin. She says communi-
ty development projects are the things that make

the big economic news happen. Incidentally, Dr.
Godwin reports that some big Hattiesburg area
economic news will be released by the end of this
month.

According to Dr. Godwin, organizations such as
the ADP no longer “sell” the area. Instead she says
corporations are researching possible locations
through the Internet and then comparing the infor-
mation they discover with the research data provid-
ed by organizations such as the ADP. If the infor-
mation matches, then the Hattiesburg area goes on
the short list for consideration.

One of the primary resources in this area is the
27,000 post-secondary students. She says the
“brain power” of those individuals is considered
equal to the land, infrastructure and incentives
offered by chambers and local governments. Our
challenge, according to Dr. Godwin is to keep this
“brain power” from leaving the area by providing
opportunities for the individuals as they graduate
and enter the work force.

The ADP will be offering a new Pine Belt Young
Professionals organizations under the ADP mem-
bership. The Young Professional organization will
be targeted for those between the ages of 20 and
40. 

Dr. Godwin also says that “clean” and “pretty” are
two of the very best recruitment tools a community
can have. She requested that Rotarians contact her
if they see a community issue that needs to be
addressed or if they have an idea that will help
improve our community. Dr. Godwin can be
reached at (601) 818-8496. Monday

Bay Springs - 12:00
City Hall

Bolton - 7:30
Methodist Church

Collins - 12:00
Cedars Restaurant

Ellisville - 12:00
J.C.J.C. Cafeteria

Jackson - 12:00
MS Museum of Art

Lucedale - 12:00
MS Gulf Coast Community

College Cafeteria
Petal - 12:00
Civic Center

South Hinds County - 12:00
BoDons Catfish & Seafood

Thursday
Madison-Ridgeland - 12:00

Steam Room Grill I55 N
Jackson

Taylorsville - 12:00
MS Power Co. Building

Wiggins - 12:00
Gulf Coast C.C. Cafeteria

Friday
Rankin County - 12:00

Rankin Co. Med. Ctr. Annex
Slidell, LA - 12:00

Pinewood Country Club

Meeting Dates for Area Clubs
Tuesday

Columbia - 12:00
The Backdoor Restaurant

Flowood - 12:00
River Oaks Hospital

Laurel - 12:00
Laurel Country Club

North Jackson - 12:00
St. James

Episcopal Church

Wednesday
Clinton - 12:00

Baptist Health Plex
Gluckstadt - 12:00

Parker House Restaurant
Hattiesburg Sunrise - 7:00

Wesley Medical Center Cafeteria
Heidelberg - 12:00

Library
Poplarville - 12:00

Pearl River C.C. Cafeteria
Richton - 12:00

Magnolia Restaurant
Waynesboro - 12:00

Western Sizzlin
Prentiss - 12:00

Country Fisherman

UPCOMING PROGRAMS
Tues 10/21 John Cox, Dir. Sports Broadcasting, USM
Mon 10/27 Rotary Golf Tournament - Shadow Ridge
Tues 10/28 Jerry & Diane Shepherd, owners, Main Street Books

Spokes Editor:  Aime Spears
aspears@whlt.com

THIS WEEK’S  PROGRAM

BIO OF JAMES N. COMPTON
PERSONAL
Born: August 18, 1949
Married: Deborah Compton
Children: Lisa and Michele
Profession: General Manager/CEO, South
Mississippi Electric Power Association

EDUCATIONAL
Law School: J.D., 1976, University of Mississippi
Law School, Oxford, Mississippi
College:       B.A., 1971, Southwestern at
Memphis (now Rhodes College), Memphis, TN
High School: Graduate, 1967, Jefferson County
High, Fayette, Mississippi

VOCATIONAL
General Manager/CEO, South Mississippi Electric
Power Association, October 2004-present
Compton, Crowell, and Hewitt, Attorneys; Biloxi,
Mississippi, 1988-2004
Bryan, Nelson, Allen, Schroeder and Compton,
Attorneys; Biloxi, 
Mississippi, 1977-1988; Partner 1980-1988

Law Clerk, U. S. District Court, Biloxi, Mississippi,
for
United States Magistrate John M. Roper, 1976-
1977
Clerk, Freeland & Gafford, Attorneys; Oxford,
Mississippi, 1974-1975
District Scout Executive, Delta Area Council;
Clarksdale, Mississippi, 1975
District Scout Executive, Yocona Area Council;
Tupelo, Mississippi, 1973-1974

OTHER
Member, St. Thomas Catholic Church;
Hattiesburg, Mississippi
Boy Scouts:
Eagle Scout; Vigil Member – Order of the Arrow
District Award of Merit, Silver Beaver Award
Member, Mississippi Bar Association
Prosecutor, City of Biloxi, Mississippi, 1981-1982
City Judge, Biloxi, Mississippi, 1982-1985
City Attorney, Biloxi, Mississippi, 1989-1990
Biloxi City Council, 1993-2004; President 1996-
1998; 2002-2004
National G&T Managers’ Association; Secretary-
Treasurer 2007-2009

DDDDOOOONNNN’’’’TTTT  FFFFOOOORRRRGGGGEEEETTTT  TTTTHHHHEEEESSSSEEEE  DDDDAAAATTTTEEEESSSS

October 27th Golf Tournament
PLAYERS SIGN-UP NOW!
$25K Hole In One Contest

ALSO COMING IN NOVEMBER...
R3SM Project

WE ARE BUILDING A HOUSE!
Look for more information soon from

Patrick Ward - Project Coordinator

 


