~District 17. Democratlc Rep Ray Rlng and '

Dlstnct 17 Republlcan Sen, Art Rusch, bsth.

} recelve adequate attentlon durmg the 201 5 1 :

" séssion of the South Dakicta: Leglslature
ng hopes future legislative sessions in

* education funding. Rusch would like to see

- more. work done by Iawmakers to) hold down : '-

Pierre will take on Medicaid-expansion:and ., expanded M?C_"ca'd partlcularly when we

he collectlon of unpald ﬁnes an

| thmk it's just Inexcusable that-w _ haven‘t

eg lators were guests ofthe = |

- Vermillion Rotary:Club at its noon tuncheon.
. mieeting Tuesday at the Al Neuharth:-Media ik
. “Cénter on the University of South Dakota: "

" . campus. District 17 Rep. Nancy Rasrrivssen;, - -
a Repubhcan from Hurley, Was unable tor

i ‘,Jatttend :
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" isstill otit there” hé said.

ﬁéﬁr’é‘i&.ﬁiéﬁ "

- LAWMAKER'S WISHLL
commum mommn

can doit atno cost to the statd ,nd we: have." :

todo somethrng about ‘education funding,’. o
s certarnly an interesting experience, butl ..

Ring 5a|d , ‘e-rlbbon task force
thatis, gomg to look at: the sch !
mula. Asfaras tm. concerned
looking-at is jUSt the schiodlai 3
“they're rearrangrng the cha|rs on the Ttamc .
TS farther away -

from the water, but only By: .
other chiairs closer fo the-water. The |ceberg

for elementaryand secondary- ‘education are

70 percent of the natronal average: Adjusted
* for inflation, they re 80 percent of the na-

tional average.’ .~ o

Ring noted recent media reports have '

" stated that one—thrrd of students finishing -
college in South Dakota are plannlng to leave
. the state, An mformal survey.of adication
students at So h Dakota State University. .~
revedlad that ne-third mentioned they were .
" goingto Seek & hmg jObS out—of—state

pecause of higher salaries, hesaid.. - RN
o] both ‘sides’ arguments, and then L-would
It 1ust doesnt

Rusch noted that he-was involved in efforts
that hopefully ‘would have not made it neces-
sary for the South Dakota Board of Regents:

-to |ncrease tumon at state unlversrtles next L
'of the lawmaking process.
" "The lobbyists are lined up every day want-

. ingto talkyou about the bills that they are :

" favoring.. “‘Half of those are state employees

. and the other-half ate; prrvately—hrred lobby-. -

-0 j6ts” hé said. “Lobbyists have a ‘bad name; but .

by and large, while you're, ot oblrgated 1o go 3

-ryear.
- “The Regents have gon ,:ahead and
increased tliition by 5 percent: whichis way.
‘above what inflation: is. 1 guess 1dont under—
 stand that, butl know from the number of
students. that J've talked to that ever-i
ing tuition is a problem"he said.” ks
a couple of other thirigstha
ere niear and ¢

_|on in fings and-resti-"

tution that have bee

- that have rie Been paid.
Rusch said most of thi
' because the people,- ho &s an
5 mon y“. t oo .

are of them who

] gz
g their. fineszand restitution)”:

-formed what has been called 2 a“state collec-

efUoUS,Opp

was thej 5
totry and do. more re rmrng,

“of Juvemle attitucles rather than the punrtrtre i

incarceration than'we've doné in thepast,’:

works out ...
“or that we' Nl at least have some changes or:

:pretty hysically demanding!’

“Our teacher salanes )

5 i rnformatron about the bills":
g yet. The'statels” .
" 'sionwas. ; dominated by hi

. -'every day
- planation of every program jn:state: govern-
“ment” he said;adding that, ‘I learned afon

‘more chang hg

~shorfchanging critical areas.”
- Rusch said. “Again, we' | have to.see how that . .
. 'm hoping that will be effective o
o teacher behmd the 49th—ranked state, whrch

at.can
tired First Circuit Judge; is.

. Yeritly-in'his freshman year asa. state Iaw—
-make!

The'big quest|on that l get asked about '-
the Legislature is’did you have: fun?ltwas.

physt
Rusch served on three; commrttees durrng

. the 2015 session — Senate: Judrcrary, Senate -
Agricu uiture and Natural Resources,
‘ate. Health and- Human, services. .
'- . ”Eac iy
_ _trmes a week, so most mornings; had to be
‘up atthe Cap|tol by 6:3Q or.7.a.m. ‘to review

of our commrttees met two or three

“the ‘schedule of what's coming-up that day,

] “and the first committee generally:began-at
8am. and met for {two- hours, with.a second
'commrttee meeting at 10.a.m. that Iasted two |

‘hours, He said. .t
- Following @ caucus meetlng early each

~afternoon, the South Dakota Senate would:-
begin’ each legrslatrve day in sessron at about

2pm
, “There lS alotof drfference between that
and being a judge. ‘As-ajudge; | would listen

make a decrsron," Rusch sald:
work that way in.the Legislature?. | -
Lobbyrsts, he discovered; are a- regular part

along with them, thiey are pre vidifig: useful

Much of Ring’s time-during’ the 201 5 ses-

isserving ont the. .:
Houise Appropnatlons ‘Committee
‘ ”We wwould usually: startat 7: 30,
and usually run. untll close ¢
We-would hear. basrcally an.ex-.

on Appropriations.There was alotofuseful

. yan .. “information, much of which ' still trying 10.
-he said, addrng that the Legislature fhisyear ™"

ﬁgure out We get so; miich detall'that there- .
imeto do much.ana i

fhat W
proposals;’ Ring sa|d
fign Democrat, sajd he fears

The Vermll

o
call it fuf at all he said."It, actualIst

nd Sen— 4

-
1

that:South Dakota is balancing } its budget by

. "Education fundrng - even:
the cost of living, were $7,500 roughly et

if you. adjust for_- .



ep. Ray Ring and District 1 7.Sen.

Art Rus"u:hr,e\,fle’g’t’ on their ejiper!eni:es;ih F!ie‘rr_é durmg "

the zo’js legislative session, which concluded March 30. The legislators were guests.of the Vermifiion. . -

{Phioto by David Lias)

is North Dakota Ring said. "To just make up -

. forthatisthuge. There-areother areas, Med- .. ..

+ icaidfunding,.nursing homes, where we're: - -
“barely keeping up, and in some cases-not..: .-

 keeping-up with inflation compared tosay

'Iegislators for an:interim study on South . T
i Dakota’s tax structure will.be,h'eld-somet_.imq

+ taxes as a percent-of:p
© 51st- butwelre:alsoclose to last . .. interms -
-~ of average;sala_rié‘s,-thipublic-,se.ctor_sa!anies,..-
] - and bridges/Ring said.”| dont know exa thy .
. taxesthatléw, there must bé:something ' i

five, six, seven years ago, Where do you.get:::
that {neéded-reveriue)? I don’t know." -
He hopes that.a requestby Democrat

cnb

in theear futire: .« ooy e
-“We need to:ask ourselves’'what élse.do we

need to.do?We havedow taxes.overall = in- . .

personalincome; welre .. &

but private sector saiaties! Ring said.“With- .

wrong with the:way:that we're attracting
business, to have that lowof salaries: We s s
have a low . unemployment rate; but wealso: ;- |

" have very lowsalaries; andii-,thiqk_wa-need-t_q-- :

- workon that” .

: mately $25. milli

S < BHTIE Wt

Rusch:said-South-Daketapiimay have :
hefped.put state government:ona path that-.. -
eventually- makes it tougher and tougher to-:
balance the budget by repealing the state . -
inheritance tax.approximately two. decades.
agorAt the time; that:tax,generated approxi
nannually. sois wis

“A-big part of mylaw:practice was doing-. -
probate forpeople; an

ng:: iz
d-{never had arybody - .
who got hurt very.bad with paying that” he-
said."Ifwe had that extra $20'to.$25.miilion . -
~and | don't know-what that would-have . ...

'grown to by new - that would have gone a.

- tong ways toward solving financial problems, -

but the voters repealed that without making -

‘this, aryou go-home:and tell.people that yo

+ - wherethatgot tacked on? . : St
B :-.He_?noted—.th_awta-s_ummer,‘_study.qqmmi,tte_e.-,g:;.

./ They came togéther; and thelatest ! hear
iIs it:(thetransportation-billYis ¢ :
' ralse right atound $80.million; Thefac: ]
it came:-right-;at.the:Iast-miriute;_l:QUe'ss,',;ﬁays.s
somethiing abott the appropriations process
‘Ring:said.”I think the 80.miles:per hourgust
-sort ofi gotslippedinthieress i ok o

~way Patrol, and my understandingis they are -
“going to:tighten up the enforcementadot -« - -

any effort-tdreplace'théttax.” e

7 The'legislators were dsked abolit the "

-speed limit increasé to 80.miles perhiour-* .

on interstatehighways that was'part of the - -
transportation funding pgt_:_k_ag'e approved by ! -

- lawmakers;

) -"f’.‘The-transbortatidh b'il] ﬁ\."\ieﬁ'tt'hrd_l'fgh S

- ‘the Senate with no merition of any’kind of a- -

speed limitincredse onvit,Rusch said. “The

- final day it came to us from the House with - -

that increase to 80 miles per houron there!
- “I-suspect what happened was the speed

limit increase was thrown in at the last - .

minute. It was basically eitheryou.votef

don'thave anything to help pay forroads .-

had proposed:a $ 100 milfion transportation-...
package; and Gov.:Dennis.Daugaard offereda”
proposal that called for.spendirig haif of:that .~
amount on'the state’s roads:andib ridges:

imatad to
efacttha

- “Italked with someiof tha people from the:
Department of Public.Safety and-the Highs.'

on that;Rusch said, “You may have hada.10: . .
mile-an-hour:leeway before (while driving);. . --.
you're definitely-not going tohavea10 mile-::;

an-hourleeway now.” " ...




