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Africa at the Nov. 4 meeting of the Vermnllion Rotary Club. (Photo by David Lias)

Local Rotary considers new partnership
to provide hope to West Africa

DAVID LIAS
Managing Editor

The Vermillion Rotary Club is contemplat-
ing becoming a “partner” with the Global
Partners in Hope, an Omaha, Neb. — based
organization after hearing an address from
Justin Swanson, its director of community
engagement.

“The mission of Global Partners in Hope is
to bring hope to international communities
through partnerships between people who
can help, and people who need hope;” Swan-
son said.

Swanson talked about a woman simply
known as Hawa to illustrate how the organiza-
tion helps people in need.

Officials from Global Partners in Hope first
met Hawa six years ago. “She lives in a very
rural, impoverished region of Mali, West Africa,
called the Bako region,” Swanson said. “Mali
is one of the poorest countries in the world,
and the statistics are really grim. It has one of

the highest infant mortality rates in the world,
and one of the highest maternal mortality
rates in the world.

“There are so many factors at play — from
not having sanitary water, to not having ac-
cess to nutrition, or basic medical care, that
sort of thing,” he said.

A Global Partners official asked Hawa where
she got water for her children.

“She replied that when it rains, her six
children will drink from the puddies;” Swan-
son said. “That was the most readily available
source of water, and that’s what they would
resort to.”

Hawa daily had to walk miles for water for
her children. Food was scarce, and when one
of her children became sick, medical care was
80 miles away.

Swanson noted that, statistically, one of her
five children will likely die before age 10. And
with few job opportunities, Hawa has little
chance to improve her situation.

That was before Global Partners in Hope
built a medical clinic and water well in her
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village. Now, for the first time in her life, Hawa
has hope. She will no longer have to walk
a long distance each day just for drinking
water, and when one of her children gets sick,
medical help is nearby, he noted. And with
the availability of a microfinance program,
self-employment opportunities will give her
the chance to build a future for her family.

Global Partners’ mission in West Africa, he
said, is to provide access to water, medical
care, sustainable energy, and education.

“Clean water is what I'm here to tell you
about primarily,” Swanson said. “We've been
able to provide clean water for about 40,000
people in Mali, West Africa, over the course of
about six years. We don’t personally build the
wells; instead we partner with local organiza-
tions who do the installations. We try not to
do the work that local Africans can do for
themselves”

In the Bako region of Mali, the statistics are
staggering:

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
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