
    58        Rotary Club of Raleigh 1914 - 2014               Rotary Club of Raleigh  1914 - 2014             59 

Manly W. Tyree was the father of Rotary in Raleigh. Tyree died 
January 1, 1916. His funeral procession was the first in Raleigh 
in which automobiles were used. 
Vigor and Enthusiasm of Youth (1920-1926) 
By Ernest L. Layfield

To develop acquaintance and fellowship, the Club also had a rule that a member 
be fined a dime should he address or refer to another member as “Mister” 
during the meeting. These small fines went into a charity fund.

The Club sold $18,633.83 worth of Liberty Bonds. It furnished a dozen cars and, 
through Associated Charities, distributed baskets of provisions and clothing to 
the needy families of the city. The Club furnished seeds for backyard gardens to  
100 families of the community. The Club also provided the Boy Scouts a ten  day 
vacation at Lakeview.

The District Conference was held in Winston-Salem, and Raleigh was 
represented by next to the largest delegation. The Raleigh group was distinctive, 
as all members wore white felt hats with dark blue bands, on which the word 
“Raleigh” was superimposed in gold letters. John Park was chosen song 
leader and the vocal efforts added much to the splendid program given at the 
Conference.

I have no hesitation in saying that world peace could be 
achieved and made permanent if reared on Rotary’s firm 
foundation of friendliness, tolerance, and usefulness.
  Paul P. Harris, 1940

Strong Program Despite Economic Handicaps (1926-1932) 
By Felix A. Grisette

There were many examples of Rotary Club activities during the years between 
1926 and 1932 which illustrate the strength of character of the organization in 
its efforts to adjust to the changing conditions brought about by the change in 
events which were taking place throughout the state and the nation. 

High among the accomplishments deserving of perpetuation is the remarkably 
high percentage of members who continued active in the club despite the 
decline in the incomes of almost everyone. This rate of membership loss was 
remarkably small as compared with the fate of many other organizations during 
the same period. 

Throughout all its history, the Raleigh Club, in its own dignified way, has been a 
powerful force for civic development in the community, and never more so than 
during this period. In so far as tangible contributions to the community are 
concerned, no event before or since involved quite so much of a financial outlay 
nor was fraught with greater potential for service to others, than the program in 
behalf of a Boy Scout camp site which occurred during the Rotary year 1926-27. 

The purchase price was $3,500, no mean sum for the Club, which then had a 
membership only about half as many as at present. That the investment has paid 
off superbly is admitted by everyone. From that modest beginning has resulted 
the present Camp Durant, consisting of 73 buildings and 159 acres of land 
conservatively valued at $250,000. From 1,500 to 1,800 different boys attend the 
camp each summer at a nominal charge, and an average of 200 different boys 
camp there on week ends the year round.

This was the period which saw the inauguration of the Rotary Service Fund, 
which was spent among other purposes, during the Rotary year 1930-31, for 
such items as these: Associated Charities, $1,022; Junior League Milk Fund, 
$60; under nourished Pilot Mill School children, $25; shoes for Caraleigh School 
children, $100; Camp Craggy and Edgerton, $100.

The one man who more than any other personified Rotary International, Paul 
Harris, its founder, honored the Raleigh Club with a visit on February 2, 1929. 

The present membership of almost 200, with the inevitable result that there are 
always many unfamiliar faces, often causes one to conclude that there is a heavy 
turn-over in membership. It goes without saying that the Raleigh Club was 
guided by a strong leadership during the trying 1926-32 period. 

It is a source of much inspiration to younger and present day members to 
realize that many of those same leaders are still active more than a quarter of a 
century later. Clearly this is an illustration of the type of civic club spirit which 
enabled the Raleigh Rotary Club to emerge from the depression period still a 
vital force for community service. 
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The Great Depression and Its Aftermath (1932-1937) 
By Harry T. Davis

There was despair in the land, and there was serious talk of suspending club 
activities. Some Rotary clubs were having sandwich lunches, and others were 
meeting without eating.

Substantial and long-time members were dropping their memberships, and 
others were holding on with the apparent intent to defer their payments of 
obligations until some future date. This was in the face of drastic reductions in 
the costs of dues and entrance fees. New members were rather liberally chosen 
and invited, but few accepted the invitations.

In the early days of this Club the programs were largely discussions within the 
membership. By 1932 the twenty to thirty minutes of program time at each 
weekly meeting was generally on a subject chosen by the officers as timely 
and informative. This was then considered a public forum and speakers were 
pleased to perform. Others sought the opportunity to present their cause and 
there have been cases where talks were not timely and appropriate. If the officers 
found that a controversial subject was timely, they sought to have both sides 
presented.

Luncheon talks and discussions emphasized the depression and the efforts 
towards recovery there from. There were explanations on Federal Home Loan 
Banks, for saving one’s home; successful local relief at Bristol, R. 1.; U. S. 
Unemployment Relief; cooperative cotton marketing; historical business cycles; 
veterans rights and needs; Red Cross needs; technocracy; “Live at Home” in 
North Carolina; Civilian Conservation Corps; Transient Conservation Camps; 
the U. S. Agricultural Administration Act; the bold New Deal; cutting the 
United States budget; A Civil Works Administration bridge to Cape Lookout; 
and oysters, a food resource.

Less pointed were discussions by Governor Ehringhaus, and others, on our 
longest General Assembly with the tax and budget problems of our state; 
our state progress since colonial times; more effective city government; our 
Community Chest; and Communist Russia, a promised land. More diversionary 
programs were: The State College athletic program; two reports on the 
Democratic National Convention; a greater State Fair; Southern Conference 
Basketball; Seadromes and overseas airways with Raleigh terminals; overseas 
students; tribute to Honorary Member Ambassador (to Mexico) Josephus 
Daniels; Confederate Memorial Day; and crime and punishment in North 
Carolina. 

Hopeful applause greeted a statement to the Club on March 13, 1933 by 
Lawrence Lee that he had just talked to officials of a New York bank who said 
that their deposits that day were several times withdrawals, and that gold 
returned last week was more than 100 million dollars. Likewise greeted with 
applause was the announcement that Franklin D. Roosevelt had accepted 
honorary membership in the Albany, N. Y., Rotary Club.

In 1935 President Howell urged a Student Loan fund. He devoted a program to 
this with a plan for each member to give a birthday contribution of one dollar 
or more. By the end of his year this fund had $100 from 60 members.

Rumblings of War Again (1937-1941) 
By Harry T. Davis

Club history was considered. The year 1921 was reviewed by then-president, 
Herb Brimley and 20 ex-Rotarians of that year. John Park then projected the 
imaginary Club meetings of 1955 and 2005. More history also came as a report 
from the State Historical Commission.

Community problems discussed generally related to the termination of 
relief agencies, including Federal Public Housing for Raleigh, Farm Security, 
The National Youth Administration, and surplus food for the needy. Other 
community problem programs were on employer-employee relations, the 
Community Chest, the State Fair, Rex Hospital and its history, a tobacco market 
for Raleigh, a tubercular preventorium. Another farmers luncheon was held.

The International field, then of general concern, was approached with Dr. 
Calvin Hoover, of Duke University, bringing a review of the world crisis. Bob 
Thompson, private secretary of Governor Hoey, pointed indignantly to the 
persecution of minorities by the dictators of Europe. An early January program 
noted that Mussolini had banned Rotary clubs in Italy and this was coupled 
with graphic descriptions of anti-Semitism in Germany. In March there was a 
plea for toleration of racial and religious minorities, as contrasted to Hitler, the 
“marauding dictator” in Europe. On the other hand, a talk by a Baptist minister 
from Hungary, in June, asked that we see the two sides of the conflicts in Europe 
and tolerate the national aspirations.

With obvious relation to the above, the Club had a Navy Day program, a 
National Defense program, and Ambassador Josephus Daniels in a New Year 
talk was hopeful that World War II would be avoided despite threats and open 
conflicts. He recounted work being done to promote tranquility and progress in 
Latin America.

The Club supported by resolutions the programs outlining plans for City School 
supplements, the Raleigh Little Theatre, and a giant U. S. Veterans Hospital 
solicited for Raleigh. Joint action for the proposed new Raleigh-Durham 
Airport was initiated by the two Rotary Clubs.

With neutrality becoming uneasy, we had a program on China, then being 
bombed by Japan. Ivy Riddick, 25 years a resident of Shanghai, assured the Club 
that China would always be friendly to us, and unconquered, since she could 
sustain a loss of 16,000 soldiers per week for an indefinite period.

Another program was on war and America’s birthright. Following the European 
example, the Club voted to extend honorary memberships to members going 
into the Armed Services. An official message from Rotary International was 
received through President Walter Head  at a December inter-city meeting 



    62        Rotary Club of Raleigh 1914 - 2014               Rotary Club of Raleigh  1914 - 2014             63 

here. He held that the U. S. and Rotary must remain neutral. A professor from 
the University of North Carolina charged us to “fear God and take our part,” 
that unless we participated in the impending conflicts we would have no part 
in shaping the permanent peace. As the year waned Ambassador Daniels was 
concerned as he talked to the Club on the cleavage of nations as an apparent 
prelude to World War II. 

The War Years (1941-1945) 
By Harry T. Davis

The Club voted to have a sandwich buffet every fourth meeting and to give 
the difference. Austerity was a worthy principle. There were programs on how 
war should affect business, how the war was giving impetus to the growth of 
the Raleigh-Durham Air port, how state advertising was valuable in the crisis, 
how war news was being handled, how war contracts might be had for state 
industries, how venereal diseases were a problem in wartime, and how college 
youth would be affected by Selective Service. The Club passed a resolution 
urging our representatives in Washington to reduce other expenditures and 
concentrate on support of the war effort. 

Other war slanted programs were on: militarism in Japan; post-war planning 
by Governor Broughton; Radar (no longer secret) and the future of electronics; 
and the shortage of labor for producing and harvesting farm crops. The county 
schools were starting at an earlier hour so that teachers and older children could 
work a short day in the fields. Cotton prices were high and it had to be picked. 
Soldiers of the soil were cited as important as those at the front. Distribution 
of food was 75% to civilians, 13% to our armed forces, and 12% to Lend Lease. 
These programs were a repetition, on a larger scale, of those given the Club 25 
years previously, in 1918. War financing and post-war planning (work piles) 
was a must for all Rotary Clubs, and other clubs, and earnest pleas were made 
on many programs. At least three programs were devoted to the larger prospect 
of permanent world peace. One speaker praised the honesty, humility, and 
politeness of the Chinese, and stated that they would always be faithful to the 
United States. Another speaker told us of the high democratic ideals of Poland, 
and that there would always be an independent Poland.

Rotary International, with war-time inflation and more money in circulation, 
was pleading for funds for its Foundation. Purposes specified were for relief to 
war-stricken Rotarians, after-war establishment of suspended Rotary Clubs, and 
a general endowment for other needs that might become apparent.

Prosperity and Struggle for World Peace (1945-1950) 
By Harry T. Davis

A community problem was that of finding living places for returned veterans 
who wanted to enter State College under the G. I. Bill. We also saw a master 
plan for city recreation, and resolved against dangerous fireworks. There 
followed a talk by ex-Governor J. M. Broughton on the rich promise for 
development of agriculture and industry in this state. In 1947, word came 
from Chicago of the death of Paul Harris, who founded Rotary in 1905. The 
number of Clubs had grown to 6,000 and the members to 300,000. February 
brought a talk from the organized hunters and fishermen of the state in support 
of legislation to have a State Commission to handle these resources. A May 
program was on the advantages of organized athletics, with application to State 
College. 

August, 1948 brought a talk on the importance of two-way foreign trade. On the 
ninth there was an exposition of the new Wake County Calf Foundation. This 
was followed by musical entertainment.

Raleigh Rotary at Mid-Century (1950-1955) 
By Jule B. Warren

The Raleigh Rotary Club in 1950 had evolved from an intimate group of 
business and professional men who knew one another because the group was 
small and most of the members were personal friends. But in 1950 there were 
175 members of the club. This number was of such size that knowing each 
individual member required some effort on the part of the membership. Raleigh 
had grown from a small town to a city of varied interests, many of which were 
represented in the club membership.

The formation of the West Raleigh Rotary Club is a matter of historical 
importance because it reflects the growth of the city and surrounding 
community, and the growth of Rotary material in Raleigh’s metropolitan area. 
The West Raleigh Club was organized in 1954 under the auspices of the older 
club by a committee from Raleigh Rotary headed by Charles Rouse. 

The outstanding activities of the Raleigh Rotary Club for the five years 
beginning in 1950 may be classified under these two headings:

1. The Club’s sponsorship of help for young people who needed financial aid to 
go to college.
2. The Club’s financial contributions to many important community enterprises.

The educational projects during the five-year era developed along two different 
lines. One of these had Rotary historical precedent and background. The other 
was new both to the Raleigh Club and to Rotary International. The latter was 
the fruition of a growing belief that international goodwill and world peace 
would come from the young, educated people of all nations having a better 
understanding of one another, and, therefore, a deeper and more sympathetic 
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appreciation of the culture of other nations. These desirable instrumentalities 
toward a peaceful world could and would come from the exchange of students 
at the college level for a year or more of study in the colleges and universities of 
other countries.

This Rotary sponsored and financed exchange of students between the nations 
of the world was not a new project of Rotary International, which began 
collecting money for the education fund a number of years ago. Since this 
is an historical record, it should be said that the Raleigh Rotary Club, while 
not wholly unresponsive to the appeals of Rotary International for this cause, 
evinced no crusading enthusiasm for the plan of making contributions to the 
Rotary International Educational Fund. It was not until the plan was brought 
down to the local level of providing scholarships for foreign students to attend 
Wake County colleges, that this phase of the club’s educational activities caught 
fire. 

The Raleigh Rotary Club stepped up its financial help to community projects 
during the five years after the mid-century milestone. In this half of a decade 
the club contributed about $10,000 of its own money to these community 
enterprises. The contributions were from the club treasury, not from special 
collections, and not from activities which the club asked the public to 
support. Considering the fact that club dues have been held down to nearly 
the minimum needed to pay for weekly luncheons, the per capita to Rotary 
International and clerical work of the secretary’s office, it is obvious that these 
gifts have been substantial considering the club’s financial resources.

These financial aids do not constitute all, or even the major contributions 
Raleigh Rotary has made for the improvement of Raleigh as a place to live and 
work. During these five years of Raleigh’s growth and development the Rotary 
Club, while substantially increasing its financial support of many objects, has 
not slowed down its contribution of leaders and workers to every desirable 
community project. A perusal of the Raleigh newspapers during these years 
shows that Rotarians headed many of the community drives, and helped make 
up the teams that did the leg work in nearly every campaign. It is difficult to 
decide whether citizens who take on these community tasks do it because they 
are Rotarians, or are Rotarians because they are that kind of men. No matter 
which comes first, the Rotary egg, or the community minded chick, members 
of the Raleigh Rotary Club have made important and lasting contributions in 
these community activities.

In addition the club has made substantial financial contributions to causes 
during this period. The two $2,500 gifts to the Raleigh Y.W.C.A. building 
campaign constituted the largest single contribution that has been made by the 
club to any project for about a quarter of a century. Prior to this era, as has been 
noted previously in this record, the club gave the money for the purchase of the 
Crabtree Creek camp grounds for the Boy Scouts. In addition to the Y.W.C.A. 
gift the club has recently contributed $500 to the Salvation Army Building 
campaign.

These gifts stand out because they come once in a Rotary generation. But, 
they are not the only financial contributions the club makes with more or less 
regularity. Raleigh Rotary has never agreed to become a sustaining and constant 
contributor to any one project. Whether or not gifts are made depends on 
circumstances and the condition of the club treasury when the appeal comes. 
Raleigh Rotary usually provides the Christmas party for the folks at the County 
TB Sanitorium. The minutes of the Board of Directors for the past five years 
show the club giving financial aid to such activities as the School Patrol, Free 
School Lunches, Baby Beef project, Girl Scouts, Community Ambassador, 
Civic Safety Council, Rotary Charter Night for the new Raleigh club, and other 
worthy community objects.

At mid-century the Raleigh Rotary Club was handling about $22,000 annually 
in three funds; namely, the General Rotary Fund, the Education Fund and the 
Foreign Student Scholarship Fund. 

The dynamic genius of Rotary is not the sponsorship of special 
community projects, fine as such projects are; but rather the 
stimulation of each individual Rotarian to do his full share in 
all community efforts. 
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