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Does the full moon affect policing?
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Background / Context

< personal:

Sworn in 1982
Served predominantly as a Detective throughout

Qld
Arrived from Cairns to Gold Coast May 2020

Organisational;

QPS has 15,579 staff

Police Stations — 339

Gold Coast — approx. 1,100 staff
Police Stations 11

Geographical size 80 kms x 40 kms



The Lunar Hypothesis

The Biggest Believers

Police Officers
Psychiatric Nurses
Emergency Medicine

University Students
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The Policing Perspective?

“\CoTeS Normal people:
== "Awww, what a beautiful
moon."

Law enforcement:
"Aww, crap!"



The General
Academic
Perspective?
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et Research into
4. The Lunar Hypothesis

Lieber & Sherin 1972
15 years of Murders



Lieber & Sherin, 1972

Studied Homicides;
« In Dade County Florida (15 years — 1,949 cases)
* In Ohio (13 years — 2,033 cases).

Reached statistical significance in Florida
but not Ohio
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My Own Research -
Methodology

Calls For Service
Full Moon Periodicity
Night time 6pm — 6am

Length of Study

Geographical Area



Methodology (cont

Calls for Service Data

1/1/2004 to 31/12/2011

908,725 jobs
30 items each job

27,261,780 individual
pieces of data.



Implications for
Policing Practice?

Demand Management

Rostering Practices



http://www.police.qld.gov.au/

Average Number of Calls for
Service
Week Days Vs Weekends
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Figure 8 — Average number of calls for service per day — week days and weekends




Average Number of Calls for
Service, Full Moon and
Non-Full Moon Days

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

= Full moon Not full moon

igure 9 — Average number of calls for service — full moon and non-full moon days
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When the Full Moon rises over the Sunshine

State: A

Quantitative Evaluation of Queensland

Police Calls

Geoff Sheldon'
Queensland Police

ervice, Australia

Henry Prunckun’

Charles Sturt University, Australia

Abstract

Police officers are amongst the strongest believers in the lunar hypothesis—the belief that the full moon affects

human behaviour, yet most research fails to support this propositic

Jor service data from

. This paper examined eight years of calls
a large metropolitan policing district in Brisbane, Australia. Between 2004 and 2011

data from more than 908,000 service calls were examined to determine if police received more requests for
service during the full moon. The study found no support for the lunar hypothesis, It concluded that there was
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