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Programme 
Master of Ceremonies: Simon Brook 

Loyal Toast, Toast to Partners: 

Introductions: 

President’s Welcome: 

Simon Brook 

Simon Brook 

Paul Seymour 

    

    

Menu 
Bambino’s Italian Ristorante 

 

Starter  
Garlic Pizza (V)  

 
Mains  

Pizza platters  
 

Margherita (V)  
Tartufo Funghi  
Vegetariana (V)   

 
Pasta Platters  

 

Carbonara  
Truffle Pappardelle (v)  

Penne Ragout 
Cannelloni (VDessert  

 
Dessert Pizza  

 
 

 

Toast to Rotary International: 

Response: 

President’s Report: 

Club Presentations: 

 

Introduction of new board: 

Close: 

Charles Thomasson 

PDG Jeff Egan 

President Paul Seymour 

President Paul Seymour 

 

President Mitch Brown 

Simon Brook 

Handing over of Club Charter and President’s Collar 

 



       
 
 
 

ROTARY CLUB OF SURFERS SUNRISE Inc 

Office Bearers 2021-22 
 

 President Paul Seymour 
 Immediate Past President Charles Thomasson 
 Vice President Mario Fairlie 
 President Elect Mitch Brown 
  
 Secretary Mitch Brown 
 Treasurer Doug Lipp 
 Director, Club Administration  Franz Huber 
 Director, Foundation  Gerald East 
 Director, Membership  Angus Miller 
 Director, Youth Services  Adam Sheppard, Darrell Brown 
 Director, Services Project  Larry Murray 
 Director, Public Relations  Johnny Bueti 
 Director, Fundraising Andy Bell, Ross Augustine 
 Chairman Wheelchair Trust Larry Murray 
 
 

Club Service Positions 

 Sergeants At Arms Andy Bell  
 Deputy Sergeant At Arms Ian Mayberry 
 Bulletin Editor/Webmaster Franz Huber 
 Facebook Webmaster Franz Huber  
 Attendance Officer Gerald East 
 Rotary Information, Club Trainer Darrell Brown 
 Club District Awards Franz Huber  
 Matching Grants Submissions Mario Fairlie and Ray Higgs  
  
  
  
   
 
  



What a year this turned out to be coming through the tail end of Covid whilst achieving 
many new projects and events. It has been a real pleasure and honour being your President 
this past 12 months and I wish to extend a huge thank you to all the Members and Associate 
Members at the Project Shed and other volunteers throughout this year. 

Whilst we have achieved a lot this year, it would be remiss of me not the thank Past 
Presidents Charles Thomasson and Mario Fairlie and their committees for steering 
the Club forward and making my life a lot easier. 

In a year of many highlights, the ones that stick out to me include: 

Our fundraising efforts across many areas: 

Bunnings Sausage Sizzles – always a steady earner of funds, but a special thanks must go to 
Geoff Croad and Gus Miller for their huge input and all the fellow members and 
volunteers who helped on each of the days, as well as the great fellowship for everyone. 

The very successful Italian Long Lunch, held at Gemelli`s Restaurant, thanks to the special 
efforts of Johnny Bueti. 

The Golf day, held in October at Surfers Paradise Golf Club, thanks go out to organisers 
Charles Thomasson, Doug Lipp and Paul Smith. 

The Gold Coast Business Expo, held at the Coomera Indoor Sports Centre in June. Many 
thanks to Darrell Brown and all fellow Rotarians who assisted over the two days. It 
finances all our youth programs for 2022-23. 

A new avenue of fundraising was started by Johnny Bueti and Geoff Croad, in sealing 
the initial partnering with Express Recycling to collect ‘Containers for Change’ in two high-
rise buildings on the Gold Coast. Whilst in its infancy, this has the potential to raise 
substantial funds. 

After all, without fundraising, we can’t carry out the good work Rotary does. Further on in 
this document, you find the individual Directors’ reports, outlining what we have done and 
what we spend our funds on. Here are the three principal areas: 

Foremost is our signature project, The 
Surfers Sunrise Wheelchair Trust, 
making ‘Rough Terrain’ wheelchairs, 
repurposing components of discarded 
bicycles. After the highlight of the 10,000th 
wheelchair being shipped last year, 
production has continued and stands now at 
well over 10,500 units dispatched to date. 
Our sincere thanks go to Larry Murray, 
Bryan Tuesley, Des La Rance and all the 
volunteers who turn up on Wednesday and 
Saturday mornings to make it all happen.  

It is particularly pleasing to receive this year’s 
District Award for Best Long Term Project, 
presented at the recent District Changeover 
by (then) District Governor Jeff Egan. 

The X-Ray Annexe for Mauna Hospital, Pentecost Island, Vanuatu is a joint 
venture between ourselves and the Rotary clubs of Broadbeach and Gold Coast. It is now 
almost completed and ready to be shipped. I would like to thank Mario Fairlie and his 
committee for their efforts, the perseverance to get the project off the ground and keeping it 
going.  Thanks must also go to the volunteers and associate members at the Project Shed, 

President’s Report   Paul Seymour 

       District Treasurer Mark Twyford accepts the award  
on behalf of our club 



workers from other clubs, as well as the Rotaractor members who helped in the 
development of the website and the construction. 

This year our club financed the special Lutzy Award surf ski without corporate or third-
party sponsorship. It is dedicated to the memory of Charter Member Keith Lutz, 
recognising emerging leaders in the Surf Life Saving movement. Nominated by the Surfers 
Paradise Surf Life Saving Club, this year’s award went to Jet Milford Ferguson. Thank 
you, Ray Higgs, for liaising with the Surf Club. 

Last, but certainly not least: our club has supported every major Youth Service program, 
including providing a successful candidate for the National Youth Science Forum. We much 
appreciate the efforts of PDG Darrell Brown, who is also the District’s Chair of Youth 
Service. Check out his report further on. 

But then, without active members, nothing would happen. This year, three new members 
were inducted, as we welcomed Brian Pearson, Paul O`Neill and Ross Augustine. We 
also have the nomination of a new corporate member, Coles Residential. Thank you, 
Membership Chair Angus Miller and his deputy, Charles Thomasson. 

Equally deserving of recognition are the untiring workers who are beavering out of the 
spotlight every day, week and month: Our Treasurer, Doug Lipp who keeps the accounts 
for both the club as well as the Wheelchair Trust, our Secretary and incoming President, 
Mitch Brown, our Foundation Chair Gerald East and our Director of Administration, 
Bulletin Editor, Webmaster and Facebook Administrator, Franz Huber, who also 
organises the Guest Speakers and collects trailer loads of old bicycles from various 
locations. 

Lastly, a big thank you to all members who, by their active participation, make our club the 
success it is. This year has been an honour and pleasure being President of the Rotary Club 
of Surfers Sunrise. I give my best wishes to incoming President Mitch Brown and all 
members, associates and volunteers for the 2022-23 year ahead. 

 

Yours in Rotary, 

Paul Seymour 
President 2021-22 
 

 



 
A very successful year in terms of monies raised, with numerous sausage sizzles, the Golf 
Day. the Italian Long Lunch and the Small Business Expo being the major ones. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Surfers Sunrise Rotary Club  Financials                   Doug Lipp 



 
 
Yours in Rotary, 
 
 
Doug Lipp, 
Treasurer. 

Surfers Sunrise Wheelchair Trust Financials                    Doug Lipp 



Over the past 12 months we conducted some 
traditional fundraising, as in several Bunnings 
Sausage Sizzles organised by ‘Minister for 
Everything’ Geoff  Croad and ‘Onion King’ 
Angus Miller.  Both worked their fingers to 
the bone, pre-chopping up multiple bags of 
onions, organising the purchase of the 
sausages, condiments, bread and serviettes, 
approaching and liaising with Bunnings 
personnel. We are most grateful to Bunnings, 
who assist us with the provision of the 
equipment, gas and marquee.  

Containers for Cash: Over the year, we 
received multiple deposits totalling several 
thousands of dollars, via this government 
initiative.  Primarily, the funds came from 
Geoff Croad’s residential complex and the 
high-rise building in Southport where Adrian 
Crowe resides, as well as from some schools. 
We get 10 cents for every empty bottle, can or 
stubby. Efforts by Geoff and Johnny Bueti 
resulted in a highly promising relationship 
with one of the largest high rise buildings in 
Surfers Paradise. 

In October, postponed three times due to 
COVID restrictions, Johnny Bueti 
organised what was meant to be a 
‘Italian Christmas in July Lunch’ at 
Gemelli’s. Never mind - it turned out to be 
a superb social event where the majority 
of paying guests were not Rotarians.   

In the same month,  Charles 
Thomasson, Doug Lipp and Peter 
Smith again organised the Surfers 
Sunrise Golf Day, held again at the 
Surfers Paradise Golf Club.  Besides 
raising very substantial funds, the day was 
of course a major Public Relations event 
to promote our club and the Wheelchair 
Project. (See photo of winners on front 
cover). 

 

Mario Fairlie spent days, nay, weeks on paperwork for the Global Grant and District 
Grant to finance a substantial part of the Mauna Hospital (Vanuatu) X-Ray and Blood 
Analyser unit.  We applied together with the Rotary Clubs of Broadbeach and Gold Coast. 
Mario’s tenacity brought it all to a successful conclusion, with the grant approved only in 
May this year. Great work, Mario! 

Fundraising   (Multiple leaders) 

PDG Andy Rajapakse with Johny Bueti at the Long Lunch 

Just some of the crew at the GC Business Expo. Front: Matt Hayward, 
Darrell Brown. Rear: Franz Huber, Adrian Crowe, Paul Seymour, Al 

Our regular visitor Anne O’Connor, in COVID protection 
gear…  Neil Thurlow, Doug Lipp and Andy Bell in the 

background 



Fundraising for the Wheelchair Trust  

The trust received a good number of personal 
donations, some in the 3-digits and even one in the 
5-digits, from sources who wish to remain 
anonymous. Apple Marketing? 

One of our Associate Members, Gaye Miles (she is 
the lady who sometimes brings freshly baked scones 
to the shed on Saturday morning) referred us to 
Living Choice, an organisation running a number 
of Retirement Villages. As a result, we received a 
donation to our Wheelchair Trust of $1,000.  (Photo 
right) Thank you! 

And last, but not least: In June, we again were 
offered the opportunity to help with the ‘Bump-in’ 
and ‘Bump-out’ of the Gold Coast Small 
Business Expo, and to run a ‘Gold Coin’ entry fee 
collection. Darrell Brown organised the troops for 
the two days.  The funds raised go towards the Youth Services budget. 

 

Two websites, set up to support the Wheelchair Trust and the X-Ray Annexe for Vanuatu, 
were set up last year. Donations can be made directly: 

Wheelchair Trust:  https://wheelchairtrust.org.au/  
Mauna Health Centre:  https://www.maunahealthcentre.com/# 



Surfers Sunrise had the fortune of several Rotarians transferring from other clubs. Each of 
our new members presented a ‘Rotarian behind the Badge’, briefly introducing themselves 
and their families, then outlining their major hobby and passions: 

Brian Pearson (transfer from Broadbeach):  

One of Brian’s principal hobbies is cooking. He invoked the memory 
of food rationing in post-World War Two Britain which continued into 
the early years of the 1950s. After briefly touching upon his early life 
in Grimsby and work as a sales manager in speciality chemicals, he 
regaled members with stories of gastronomic explorations, first in 
Europe and northern Africa and then later, after relocating to East 
Asia and marrying, some of the more exotic dishes he savoured, 
including a Cobra Cocktail (of sorts) and 
various indeterminate seafood dishes.  

 

Paul O’Neill (transfer from Parkwood)  

Paul, a Hospital Administrator before retirement, is an all-rounder: 
very quickly upon his induction, he immersed himself into all aspects 
of our club, helping whereever he can. He is involved in every 
fundraising event, and he regularly works at the Project Shed, both in 
an active ‘on hand’ capacity sanding and painting, as well as in 
organisation. In the coming year, he will take on a leading role on the 
Services committee, working with Larry Murray to manage the 
Project Shed.  

Outside of Rotary, Paul enjoys taking his caravan to the country. 

 

 

Ross Augustine (transfer from Frankston Sunrise, Victoria) 

Ross was a Charter Member of Frankston Sunrise. Prior to retirement, 
was a pharmacist.  Having grown up near the beach, Ross is a keen 
sailor. His trips included a two week trip in a 50 foot catameran to 
Tonga, and later again in the Mediterranean. But one of his major 
hobbies always was wood working. At his Rotarian behind the Badge 
presentation, he showed us a couple of his creations, both master 
works in woodwork. 

 

The board also has approved a new Corporate Membership 
application by Cole Residential Real Estate. It is expected they will be inducted early in 
the new year. 

With the diversity and breadth of vocation within our club, we certainly can look forward to 
a bright and thriving future ahead. 

 

Yours in Rotary 

 

Angus Miller 
Director, Membership 

Membership Angus Miller 



 

 

X-Ray Unit for Mauna Health Centre  Mario Fairlie 

A Combined Project of the Rotary Clubs of  
Surfers Sunrise, Broadbeach and Gold Coast. 

 

The construction of the building was 
done at our project shed in Arundel. 

We have now reached completion 
of Stage 1 of this project, the pre-
construction of the building, ready 
to be disassembled, flat packed and 
shipped. 

 

Preliminary work 

This project was conceived in 
February 2019, when Dr Richard 
Leona of Pentecost Island, 
Vanuatu, when he visited the Gold 
Coast to attend a meeting of the 
Gold Coast Medical Association. He 
requested assistance and help for the purchase of a portable X-Ray machine, to replace 
their existing non-functioning X-Ray machine.  

Dr. Graham Sivyer, a member of the Gold Coast Medical Association and (then) 
President of the Rotary Club of Broadbeach, discussed Dr. Leona’s request with fellow 
Rotarians Rowan Johnstone, (then) President of the Rotary Club of Gold Coast and 
myself.  The three Rotary Clubs subsequently decided to assist Dr Leona, combining the 
resources of the three clubs and Rotary International to raise the funds for the project, 
with the support and involvement of the Gold Coast Medical Association. 

In October 2019 a delegation of Rotarians and Doctors from the Gold Coast visited 
Vanuatu for an on-site assessment, where they met with the local village chief as well as 
the medical staff and various government officials and dignitaries. They found not only a 
serious need for equipment but also for space to accommodate it.  

The project required the approvals of the Government of Vanuatu, the Minister of Health 
and an agreement with the Health Department. We have a signed Memorandum of 

Understanding. 

The decision was made to 
combine the resources of the 
three clubs to not only provide 
the portable X-Ray equipment, 
but also a separate building 
to house the equipment and a 
‘Blood Pathology Auto-
Analyzer’. In view of the 
remoteness of the location, 
reliability and simplicity of 
operation is very important. 
Thus, we decided that new 
equipment, rather than re-
purposed equipment was to be 
supplied. This also can be 
monitored remotely, via 
Internet. 

 Rotaractors Kristen “KJ” Jewson, Blake Foster and Dan Snart 



 Stage 1 

Funds were raised both from 
“traditional” methods (as in Sausage 
Sizzles and the like), a District 9640 
Grant, as well as online donations. A 
dedicated website, 
www.maunahealthcentre.com was 
established for the purpose of raising 
funds online. A substantial donation of 
materials (timber and trusses) was 
received from a local company, Premier 
Timber & Trusses. 

The building is designed on the highly 
successful, cyclone resistant concept of 
various previous constructions Surfers 
Sunrise Rotary had supplied to various 
places, such as the school buildings to Phuket (2007) and Samoa (2011) after their 
respective devastating tsunamis and the House of Hope to Apia, Samoa (2012/13).  

In addition to the Rotarians and volunteers from the Surfers Sunrise project shed, we had 
substantial manpower provided by the Rotary Club of Broadbeach and Gold Coast, as well 
as the Rotaract Club of Burleigh Heads. 

 

Stage 2: 

Stage 2 is for the provision of  

• A portable X-ray machine,  

• blood auto-analyzer equipment,  

• a solar electricity system,  

•  water collection,  

• storage and  

• ancillary equipment.   

 

The three Rotary clubs of Broadbeach, Surfers Sunrise and Gold Coast, together with 
Santo Rotary Club, Vanuatu (the Host Sponsoring Club), and with the assistance and 
guidance of District 9640 executives and the Rotary club of Tauranga (New Zealand), 

successfully raised sufficient funds and 
applied for a Global Grant from The 
Rotary Foundation to enable the 
completion of the project.  

Several private donors also provided 
funds which allowed us to reach the 
amount of funds required to 
complete the project and meet the 
objectives.  

We are informed that this Global 
Grant from The Rotary 
Foundation has now been approved. 

Further, the assistance of several 
doctors and the Gold Coast Medical 
Association assisted greatly and will 

Al Sirovs fitting the window panes, designed for good airflow 

The interior, partitions are in place 



 

continue to support the project for 
training and long-term medical 
support from the Gold Coast. 

The COVID pandemic has delayed 
the project. It will be completed as 
soon as travel restrictions have been 
lifted in Vanuatu. One of the major 
factors to be considered are the 
weather conditions. As this needs to be 
done in the winter months, on-site 
construction is expected in 2023. 

COVID certainly has not stopped the 
determination of the three Clubs to 
provide this need for medical 
assistance and a facility to service 
18,000 inhabitants that have near to 
zero medical facilities on Pentecost 

Island. Everyone involved in the project believes lives will be saved and change the lives of 
many people and families that live on the island.  

The three club are extremely proud to be involved in such an important project which will 
enhance the lives of many people and families that live on Pentecost Island. It is perfectly 
aligned with the objectives of Rotary and the objectives of helping humanity. 

 

Yours in Rotary, 

 

 

Mario Fairlie, 
Project Coordinator. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of our regular volunteers, Jimmy Pearce 



 
Lutzy Award 

Designed to be in honour of Keith Lutz, who was a prominent member of our club as well as 
a leader in the Surfers Paradise Surf Life Saving Club, it is aimed at an emerging young 
leader, nominated by the Surfers Paradise SLSC. For 2021/22, Jeff Milford-Ferguson 
(centre, photo below) was the recipient of the $2,500 surf ski this year. In the future, our 
club has decided to award the recipient a nomination to the RYTS camp as well. 

 
This year we were able to support the following major Rotary District programs:- 
 
NYSF (National Youth Science Forum) 

Sophia Seumahu, a student from Kings Christian College was sponsored for 
half of the cost of the program -$950. Sophia gave an excellent address to 
our club & hopefully it will help her clarify what avenue of science she 
would like to pursue. 

 

RYLA (Rotary Youth Leadership Awards) 

Unfortunately we were not able to locate anyone to sponsor. We 
concentrated on the Surfers Paradise Surf Lifesaving Club & our club 
members for young adults to sponsor, but ultimately, were unsuccessful in finding a 
candidate to nominate. 

 

Youth Services  PDG Darrell Brown 

Lutzy Award 2021: (from left) President Paul Seymour,,Jan Lut Jeff Milford-Ferguson, David ‘Orchy’ Orchard (Surf Sport 
Director, Surfers Paradise SLSC), Charles Thomasson 

 



RYTS (Rotary Youth Transition Seminar) 

This year’s awardee was Kate Worboys (picture right), who gave 
us a glowing report on her experiences with great confindence.  

Further, through Paul Seymour we sponsored Abby Matthews at 
a cost of $650. Abby’s sister was sponsored by us last year & both 
girls have given glowing praise to their experiences. 

 

RYPEN (Rotary Youth Program of 
Enrichment) 

At one stage it appeared that we would 
have had three teenagers to sponsor that 
would have taken us above the approved 
budget for the year. One by one our 
nominees fell over like dominoes until we took over a nomination 
from the Parkwood club as they had successfully had seven 
applicants. Zahra Forbutt (picture left) was our recipient from 
the Queensland Academy of Heath Sciences. At the camp she 
seemed to be very engaged in the program. 

 

 

 

RYDA (Youth Driver Awareness) 

Our club continues to assist with this program in schools on the Gold Coast. We as a club 
continue to be trustee for funds to support the program. 

 

Projected for 2022-23: 

Next Rotary year the club board has approved a budget of $3,300 for youth programs. 
Whilst the NYSF remains a virtual experience in January with visits to various universities 
throughout the year rather than the yearly trip to Canberra due to COVID complications, it 
remains affordable for us to continue to meet half the cost of NYSF & other programs.  

 
Yours in Rotary, 

 

Darrell Brown 
Co-Director, Youth Services 



Doing good in the World starts with you. As a Rotarian, you are part of a global network 

that bridges barriers to create a better world. The Rotary Foundation impacts places that 

need us most because of your service and support, but help is needed more than ever, and 

we cannot do it without you. 

 

Our members are People of Action, especially in a time of crisis. With clubs in nearly every 

country in the world. Rotary is uniquely prepared to help communities when they need us 

most. The current crisis in Ukraine is a good example, along with COVID-19 and the East 

Coast floods in Australia. The Rotary Foundation transforms your gifts into projects 

through a flexible grant structure that enables Rotarians to tackle these complex challenges 

with short and long term solutions. 

 

The role of the Club Rotary Foundation Committee is to develop and implement a plan to 

support the Foundation through programme participation and financial contributions 

through Community and International Service. 

 

This year our Club 

still donated our 

$100.00 per member 

to the Foundation, as 

well as some of our 

club members’ 

personal donations. 

But we were unable to secure funding from the Bunnings sausage days this year. These 

funds are directed to other causes which our Club supports. With so many projects and 

causes on the go, we spread ourselves thinly, but do a great job with our small number of 

members. 

 

Our big fundraiser this year was to be our movie night for Polio Plus, with the pre-release 

showing of ‘The Duke’. However, the D.G. decreed that this event be pulled, and all 

fundraising this year go towards Flood Relief. On this note, I attended the A.G.M. of the 

Club Managers Association, where three guest speakers were club managers from flood-

affected areas in northern N.S.W. They spoke of how their clubs became relief centres and 

when they needed extra assistance they approached their local Rotary clubs. They couldn’t 

speak more highly of the help immediately offered. These Rotarians put on sausage sizzles 

to feed the locals and the helpers, and in some cases were victims of the flood themselves. 

In all, Rotary got a very good wrap at this function. Service Above Self. 

 

If you are a Rotarian looking for a very good cause, donate some of your nest egg. A bequest 

to The Rotary Foundation will ensure your memory lives on in future Rotary projects. There 

is the Endowment Share programme, where funds are shared between the World Fund and 

District Designated Funds. This option allows your contribution to grow over time and 

continue to transform lives. Alternatively, a General Bequest to the Foundation is for use by 

the trustees at their determination, in one or more of Rotary’s areas of focus. This option 

allows you to support specific Rotary projects that align with your interests and passions. 

The amount you designate can be of your choosing. 

 

However, for as little as US $10,000, Rotarians can become members of the Rotary Bequest 

Society and receive a Bequest Society pin as well as an exclusive piece of art, suitable for 

framing. There is also a range of additional options ranging from US$25,000 to $500,000  

The Rotary Foundation  Gerald G. East 



 

with various levels of recognition and naming rights of projects. These are listed on The 

Rotary Foundation website. 

 

Rotarians considering any of the above options may be concerned with the cost of 

developing or changing a will. To simplify the process, Rotary has joined with Safewill, an 

Australian legal/technology company that makes creating and/or updating a will quick and 

inexpensive. Rotary members receive a 50% discount off an already low price. Visit 

safewill.com/rotaryfoundation. Or check with your own Solicitor about a codicil to add The 

Rotary Foundation as a benefactor. You can’t take it with you! 

 

With the 2022/23 Rotary year soon to be upon us, we all look forward to better times than 

we have endured over the past two years. But we have still come out smiling. 

 

 

Yours in Rotary. 

 

 

Gerald G. East 

Director, The Rotary Foundation 



The past 12 months has seen steady progress in production of wheelchairs. We 
implemented new jigs and fixtures (made on site), enabling us to have sufficient stock to fill 
a 40-foot container. We hope to ship it to Durban, South Africa later this year (2022). 
Distribution there will be organized by various local Rotary Clubs. 
 
The X-Ray unit destined for Mauna 
Health Centre on Pentecost Island,  
Vanuatu, (picture right) is now near 
completion, with the completion of the 
electrical installation and final internal 
finish the only items remaining. It is 
important that we recognize the huge 
contribution Rotaract members have 
made to this project. 
 
Currently, we need to order a range of 
wheelchair components from overseas. 
The purchase is being held in abeyance, 
pending the availability funds. It is 
hoped this will be resolved soon, 
avoiding the possibility of production 
being held up. 
 
The new security system in the project shed is now operational. Since its installation we 
have had no attempted break ins. The system is easy to operate and very efficient. 
 
We are currently in touch with the council to arrange concreting of the area leading to the 
shipping containers, allowing the safe use of the pallet truck to move equipment in and out. 
This has been a long-standing problem which we hope will be resolved soon. 
 
The Christmas party was a huge success with over 30 members and wives in attendance. 
The Christmas Cake gift to the shed men was a great way for the club to show our 
appreciation of their efforts throughout the year. 
 
This year we have purchased a new bench saw; a great improvement, allowing accurate and 
safe work. Thanks to a very generous donation by Brian Pearson, we also have a new air 
compressor, suitable to be connected a sand blaster. This is work in progress; ideally, we 
need to purchase a new sand blast machine as the current old unit is not fit for purpose. 
This will allow the safe deburring of frame units and enhance the appearance of additional 
components. 
 
I was fortunate this year to have the help of Paul O’Neill and the ongoing help of Bryan 
Tuesley, both of whom made significant contributions to the smooth operation of the 
Rotary Wheelchair Shed. 
 
We are looking out for new project ideas; projects where we can utilize our existing 
equipment and human resources skills.  Ideally, to make us less dependent on fund raising, 
some of those projects should include the making of products which we can sell. 
 
 
Yours in Rotary, 
 
 
Larry Murray, 
Chairman,  
The Surfers Sunrise Wheelchair Trust 
 
 

The Project Shed Larry Murray 



 
Are we getting inured to COVID? Certainly, when it comes to our club, we are not just “back 
to normal”, we are closer to “hyperactive”. 
 
The year started with a ‘first’: the hospitality restrictions of COVID made it difficult to book 
a venue for a luncheon or dinner. So, for only the second time in 34 years, last year’s 
Changeover was again held as a breakfast, at Edgewater Restaurant on the Isle of Capri. 
 
Venue, Program 
With the exception of a meeting at the Project Shed, all our regular meetings were ‘in 
person’ at the Surfers Paradise SLSC, where the upstairs venue is made available every 
fortnight for our ‘formal’ meetings. Alternative weeks we have a ‘social’ meeting, downstairs 
in the bistro. We also met for a morning at the Gold Coast PCYC, in anticipation of a 
possibly closer relationship with this important organisation. 
 
The list of speakers and events throughout the year (see further on in this report) shows a 
nicely balanced program across all sort of subjects. We enjoyed an illustrious selection of 
speakers such as  the famous AFL football star (and now business partner of Paul Smith) 
Simon Black, Angel Flight pilot Neil Fotheringham and Angie Bell, MP for 
Moncrieff, to just name a few. We enjoyed several “Rotarian behind the Badge” 
presentations of new members. But, in my humble opinion, the presentations I enjoy more 
than anything are those given by the awardees of our various youth programs: the ‘Lutzy 
Award’, RYLA, RYPEN, RYTS, the National Youth Science Forum (see PDG Darrell 
Brown’s report above on Youth Service).  
 
Website, Bulletin, Social Media 
I’ve always maintained that editing 
the bulletin, website and Facebook is 
to be treated as a hobby, not as a job. 
But it the work can only be enjoyable 
if the club is as active as Surfers 
Sunrise. There wouldn’t be a week 
where I’m faced with an editor’s 
dreaded “nothing has happened”. 
This hobby has one major additional 
benefit: I claim to get more out of 
our guest speakers than anyone else, 
as I really need to pay attention!  
 
Club Administration 
Our weekly club bulletin and website 
are running via ‘Clubrunner’, an 
Internet (or ‘cloud based’) system 
adopted by Rotary International. The same system is also used to notify members and the 
public of upcoming events allows the downloading of photo albums and documents. 
 
Clubrunner is also used to maintain our membership records and organisational 
documents, such as board meeting minutes. These are not open to the public; to access 
them, a login/password is required and thus members’ privacy is protected. 
All members are issued with a password, which provides multiple levels of access, 
depending on their function.  
 
Our Facebook site is also regularly updated, including the posting of upcoming events. 
Posts often have a link to our website, so readers can access the full story. 
 
I am very grateful to all members and associates who have contributed to the smooth 
running of our club’s administration and who did a presentation or assisted with arranging 
guest speakers.  Keep it coming! I’m always looking for potential speakers. 
 

Club Administration Franz Huber 



Malia McMahon, RYPEN 

 
Social events 
In the early months of the year, our social events were 
few, largely due to COVID restrictions. But then, in 
October, we had a fundraising  event which very much 
is also a social event: Johnny Bueti organised one of 
our major fundraisers for the year, the ‘Italian Long 
Lunch’. We had our Christmas Breakfast at the 
Edgewater Restaurant on Chevron Island and we also 
had a Christmas Party at the Project Shed with our 
volunteers.   
 
President Paul Seymour also introduced a casual get 
together and have a drink at the Benowa Tavern. Come 
along every second Thursday at 5:30 pm, in the weeks 
when we have a social meeting on the Wednesday.  
 
In closing, a special, big ’Thank You!’ must go to our 
outgoing President Paul Seymour. Under his 
leadership, this has been one of the most dynamic and 
invigorating years in Surfers Sunrise since I joined the 
club at  its charter, some 34 years ago. And welcome, incoming President Mitch Brown! I 
much look forward to another year of enjoying the spirited effervescence of Surfers Sunrise 
Rotary. 
 
 
Yours in Rotary 
 
 
 
Franz Huber 
Director, Club Administration 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Party at the Project Shed 



 

 2021-22 2022-23 

President Paul Seymour Mitch Brown 

Immediate Past President,  
Vice President 

Mario Fairlie Paul Seymour 

President Elect Mitch Brown Doug Lipp 

Secretary Mitch Brown Trent Belling 

Executive Secretary Charles Thomasson Franz Huber 

Treasurer Doug Lipp Charles Thomasson 

 Director - Club Administration 
Program, Communication, Website &  

Social Media Administrator 
Franz Huber Franz Huber 

Director - Service Projects  
(Vocational, Community Service,  

International Service, Young Leaders) 
Larry Murray Larry Murray 

Director - Public Image 
(Media Relations, Advertising, Market-

ing, Social Media 
Johnny Bueti 

Johnny Bueti & Andy Bell 
(Joint Directors) 

Director - Membership  
Recruitment, Retention, Orientation,  

Education, Diversity 

Angus Miller  
Charles Thomasson (Dept) 

Angus Miller  
 

Director - The Rotary Foundation 
Polio Plus, Fundraising for TRF 

Gerald East Gerald East 

Director - Fundraising Andy Bell 
Andy Bell, Ross Augustine, 

Johnny Bueti 

Director, Youth Services 
Adam Sheppard, Darrell 
Brown (joint directors) 

Ashleigh Symes,  Darrell 
Brown (joint directors) 

Chairman, Wheelchair & Project 
Shed 

Larry Murray Larry Murray 

Bulletin Editor / Webmaster Franz Huber Franz Huber 

Facebook Page / Social media Franz Huber Johnny Bueti, Franz Huber 

Youth Protection Officer 
(incorporating Blue Cards) Gerald East Gerald East 

Matching Grants Submissions Mario Fairlie, Ray Higgs Mario Fairlie, Ray Higgs 

Fellowship, Social Program Angus Miller TBA 

Club Insurance Officer Ian Mayberry Ian Mayberry 

Member Care Officer  Paul Seymour 

Club Committee Changes 



Clockwise, from top: Adrian Crowe, Al Sirovs, Andy Bell and Doug Lipp with his two grand-
sons sizzling sausages, Ashleigh Symes (at the Italian Long Lunch) makes the society 
pages… Gerald East & company on the G-Link Polio Plus fundraiser, Al Sirovs finds an 

interesting object… Angie Bell MP is thanked by Graeme Isaacson. 


