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Paul de Man was a member of the Yale School and a 
prominent practitioner of deconstruction as he 
understood it. His definition of deconstruction is 
that, "It's possible, within text, to frame a question 
or undo assertions made in the text, by means of 
elements which are in the text, which frequently 
would be precisely structures that play off the 
rhetorical against grammatical elements." (de Man, 
in Moynihan 1986, at 156.)

Paul de Man introduced Derrida to America.  Derrida 
explains his experience in America in Memoires: For 
Paul de Man which he wrote between January and 
February 1984 and delivered at Yale in French in 
March.



Tuesday, January 24, 1984 - The first Apple Macintosh goes on sale

The first Macintosh (1984), The Macintosh 128K

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Macintosh_128k_transparency.png


February 1984
The Soviet Politburo 
member Mikhail Gorbachev 
visits London, England, and 
states that the USSR is 
willing to negotiate large 
reductions in nuclear 
weapons. The British prime 
minister Margaret Thatcher 
declares ‘I like Mr 
Gorbachev. We can do 
business together.’









Ordinate che si fusse le sopradecte cose ordinerei le strade contro il 
parere di molti che sono qua: farei per bellezza solo una strada 
larga per il mezzo della cita et le altre farei strette onestamente con 
piacevole et dolce storte, e, questo perche le cita che sono in lochi 
calidi et secchi vogliono strade strette et quelle che sono in umido le 
vogliono larghe questo perche il vento et il sole le possa tor la 
umidita et le altre per mantenersi fresche essendo per la loro 
strettezza manco dominate dal sole.
Francesco Laparelli da Cortona (1521-1570) Manoscritti del Laparelli nella trascrizione del 
Mancini 19th June 1566

 
If the city is noble and powerful, the street should be straight and 
broad, which carries an air of greatness and majesty; but if it is 
only a small town or fortification, it will be better and as safe for 
the streets not to run straight to the gates, but to have them wind 
about. 
Leon Battista Alberti (1401-1472) De Re Aedificatoria. 



































MANOEL THEATRE, Valletta, 1993













































DINING PAVILION, Malta, 2005 – 2007 Garden Pavilion



Dining Pavilion, Malta
Architecture Project





















Box Imitating Alberti’s Holy Sepulcher in 
the Cappella Rucellai, San Pancrazio, 

Florence
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