6TH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENGE ON UNESCO HISTORIC CITIES
UNESCO HISTORIC CITIES, SUSTAINABILITY AND HISTORIC CITIES; CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES
4™ — 6™ APRIL 2025, AULA MAGNA, VALLETTA CAMPUS, UNIVERSITY OF MALTA

CAN WORLD HERITAGE CGITIES ALSO BE TRULY
LIVEABLE?

UNDERSTANDING KEY CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES IN THE GONTEXT
OF WIDER ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY AND SOCI0-SPATIAL
CHALLENGES WITHIN UNESCO HISTORIC CITIES

DR ANTOINE ZAMMIT, PERIT

SENIOR LECTURER
DEPARTMENT OF SPATIAL PLANNING AND INFRASTRUCTURE, FACULTY FOR THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT, UNIVERSITY OF MALTA, MALTA
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o SUSTAINABILITY CHALLENGE: BALANCING HERITAGE PRESERVATION iy O
WITH SOCI0-SPATIAL EQUITY AND ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH
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DEFINITIONS MATTER

e LIVEABILITY REFERS TO IMMEDIATE, TANGIBLE URBAN CONDITIONS:
ACCGESSIBILITY, SAFETY, COMMUNITY WELL-BEING AND PUBLIC AMENITIES

o SUSTAINABILITY ADDRESSES LONG-TERM ECOLOGICAL, ECONOMIC
RESILIENGE AND SOCIAL VIABILITY

* THOUGH COMPLEMENTARY, THEY DIFFER IN SCOPE AND TEMPORAL FOCUS - =
|§ ,

 LIVEABILITY OFTEN UNDERSTOOD USING STANDARDISED SOCIO-ECONOMIC l

METRICS, OVERLOOKING ON-THE-GROUND EXPERIENCES (SENSE OF

PLACE)

o ALIVEABLE CITY MAY NOT ALWAYS BE SUSTAINABLE, AND VICE VERSA... [
THE GOAL OF EFFECTIVE PLANNING IS TO INTEGRATE BOTH W el R o
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LIVEABILITY & SUSTAINABILITY IN WORLD
HERITAGE CITIES

ENVIRONMENTAL

« BUILT HERITAGE INTERSECTS WITH
ALL THREE PILLARS - ENVIRONMENT, (e
ECONOMY AND SOCIETY

* ADAPTIVE REUSE OF HISTORIC BUILDINGS REDUGES DEMOLITION WASTE,
CONSERVES EMBODIED ENERGY

* INTEGRATES CONTEMPORARY NEEDS INTO HISTORIC FABRICS,
MAINTAINING ARCHITECTURAL AND HISTORICAL INTEGRITY

* PROMOTES GULTURAL CONTINUITY WHILE REDUCING PRESSURE FOR NEW
DEVELOPMENT
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EFRAMING HERITAGE AS A CATALYST FOR URBAN TRANSFORMATION
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o SHIFT FROM PRESERVATION-AS-FREEZE TO HERITAGE-AS-PROCESS
» UNESCO: HERITAGE SHOULD SUPPORT SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT, NOT JUST COMMEMORATE THE PAST
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e HERITAGE IS INCREASINGLY USED TO BRAND CITIES, ATTRACT INVESTMENT BUT ALSO TENDS TO DE-PROBLEMATISE [OR
CELEBRATE] CONSEQUENCES SUCH AS GENTRIFICATION
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* MANY HERITAGE CITIES ARE ILL-EQUIPPED TO MANAGE CLIMATE
RISKS LIKE FLOODING

* TENSIONS, SUCH AS MAINTAINING HISTORIC SKYLINES VS.
INTEGRATING GREEN TECHNOLOGIES
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* ADELICATE BALANGE BETWEEN HERITAGE PRESERVATION AND
ADEQUATE CITY-WIDE INFRASTRUCTURE
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OVER-DEPENDENGE ON TOURISM

* WORLD HERITAGE DESIGNATION OFTEN LEADS T0 TOURISM-DRIVEN

ECONOMIES

* (GOVID-19 REVEALED VULNERABILITY IN MONO-ECONOMIES

o DIVERSIFICATION IS CRUGIAL: CREATIVE INDUSTRIES, KNOWLEDGE
ECONOMIES, CULTURAL PRODUCTION

TIMESOFMALTA.COM
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SOCGIAL SUSTAINABILITY AT RISK

* HERITAGE-LED RENEWAL OFTEN INCREASES SOCI0-SPATIAL
INEQUALITY

* GENTRIFICATION, INFLATED RENTS, LOSS OF AMENITY...

* |NWORLD HERITAGE CITIES, A TENDENCY TO FIND RESIDENT
POPULATION DECLINE, DISPLACEMENT AND TENSION BETWEEN
TOURIST ACTIVITY AND DAILY LIFE ... OFTEN THIS IS FACILITATED
BY PLANNING POLICY FRAMEWORKS THEMSELVES
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THE COMMODIFIGATION OF HERITAGE

ﬁ Valletta Residents Revival X
8

- 6h-®
And anothgr one bites the dust.... After 53 yrs the
 PROLIFERATION OF BOUTIQUE TOURISM ety Ao ey o kit vy
u.p? Soon, there yvill be little else an.d Valletta will
ACCOMMUDATIUN ;lrr:Eil:C:e a tourist trap and entertainment

™

* EROSION OF COMMUNITY NETWORKS AND
DISPLACEMENT OF TRADITIONAL RESIDENTS AND
LAND USES

* THE BENEFITS OF CULTURE-BASED REGENERATION
ARE DISPROPORTIONATELY ENJOYED BY SPECIFIC
POPULATION SEGMENTS
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DVERTOURISM & TOURISTIFICATION

» FROM A FORM OF CULTURAL EXCHANGE TO ONE OF SPATIAL COLONISATION =% ]
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o SHORT-TERM RENTALS, OVERCROWDING, COMMERCIAL DOMINANGE
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o CITIES BECOMEGONSUMABLE BACKDROPS RATHER THAN PLACES TO LIVE
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* HERITAGE DESIGNATION EXACERBATED FRAGMENTATION

o DISPLACEMENT OF RESIDENTS AND NEIGHBOURHOOD SHOPS
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COMPARATIVE CASES — |
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== Hotel Guest house Bed &Breakfast _. _ CHE AMI IL CENTRO STORICD

ED E PER QUESTO CHE HAI SCELTO DI VIVERCI
NON MERITI PUNIZIONI MA UN PREMIO!

o WATERFRONT BEAUTIFICATION DISPLACED LOCAL USE B R oo ool

E DELLE INUTILI PROMESSE

«@-Holiday home == Hostel e=@=TOTAL

VIENI!
INSIEME DISCUTEREMO

di sicurezza, parcheggi e viabilita, rumore,
ZTL, pulizia strade, ascensori...

12 novembre 2022
Ore 16:00-18:00
Scuola Secondaria di I grado Via Piceno
Ingresso da Via Marche
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COMPARATIVE CASES
/ VENIGE, BARCELONA

o VENICE: OVER 20M TOURISTS/YEAR - ECOLOGICAL AND SOCIAL
BURDEN

* BARCELONA: A SIGNIFICANT SHIFT IN PUBLIC OPINION AND POLITICAL
STANCE TOWARDS TOURISM
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COMPARATIVE CASES
/ PALMA DE MAJORCA

 RELIANGE ON TOURISM AS A SOURCE OF INCOME

 LUXURY BOUTIQUE HOTELS IN AREAS OF HIGH HISTORICAL VALUE, RADICALLY TRANSFORMING EXISTING NEIGHBOURHOODS

IMAGE BY JESUS M. GONZALEZ-PEREZ AND MARGARITA NOVO-MALVAREZ HTTPS://WWW.EXPRESS.CO.UK/NEWS/WORLD/1908470/MAJORCA-OVERTOURISM-PROTESTS-WARNING
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VALLETTA-ACGITY UNDER PRESSURE

* EUROPEAN CAPITAL OF CULTURE (2018) CATALYSED RAPID
INVESTMENT
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 REGENERATION INITIATIVES PRIORITISED ECONOMIC RETURN

* RISE IN BOUTIQUE HOTELS, NIGHTLIFE VENUES, OUTDOOR
CATERING AREAS

* DECLINE IN RESIDENT SERVICES AND LIVEABILITY
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VALLETTA-ACGITY UNDER PRESSURE

PHOTOS BY ANTOINE ZAMMIT
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OUTDOOR CATERING AREAS ALONG MERCHANTS STREET, ST JOHN'S STREET, STRAIT STREET AND OLD THEATRE STREET



PLANNING POLICY GAPS

CHANGE IN BUILDING CLASSIFICATION

= SANKEY DIAGRAM (ZAMMIT, 2024)
o VALLETTASTRATEGY (2016)
AND LAND USE PERMITS s
FACILITATED Bt -
COMMERCIALISATION e .
o LACK OF HOLISTIC VISION o5
PRIORITISING LIVEABILITY — il

e POLICIES HAVE STRUGGLEDTD """
REGULATE CONFLICTINGLAND ~ —==="
USES raare
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TIMES P MALTA a =

'Pavements for

. citizens': The sticker
rebellion battling
restaurant

I E _* encroachment
. =z Tired of tables and chairs in their way, residents

* URBAN GOVERNANGE MUST BE COLLABORATIVE AND - - R
TRANSPARENT - lee®y |

i1 2024 | Claudia Calleja | 565

o LIVEABILITY IN WORLD HERITAGE CITIES IS ABOUT BT
Fahd 7 ¥ Dy 9 IS-SIBT 6 TA’ APRIL
CREATING A CITY WHERE PEOPLE CAN THRIVE o

* ABALANGE BETWEEN BUILT HERITAGE, SOCIAL EQUITY
AND ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY

 WELL-INTEGRATED URBAN DESIGN POLICIES, WORKING
WITH HERITAGE OBJECTIVES, CAN FOSTER INCLUSIVITY
AND SUPPORT A MORE EQUITABLE URBAN FABRIC

REUTERS
HTTPS://WWW.BBC.COM/NEWS/ARTICLES/CWY 19EGX47E0
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SOME POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS

 GAP SHORT-TERM RENTALS AND INCENTIVISE LONG-TERM HOUSING
* INVEST IN LIVEABILITY-ENHANCING INFRASTRUCTURE
* MONITOR AND REGULATE TOURISM GROWTH

* DEVELOP RESIDENT-FOCUSED PLANNING STRATEGIES

HTTPS://STOCK.ADOBE.COM/SEARCH?
K=%22STRAIT+STREET%22&UTM_SOURCE=CHATGPT.COM&ASSET_ID=165985132

Adobe Stock | #165985132
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PHOTO CREDIT: DARREN AGIUS
HTTPS://WWW.VCA.GOV.MT/EN/BLOG/URBAN-GREENING-IN-VALLETTA/
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UNESCO SUSTAINABLE TOURISM TOOLKIT

PHOTO BY RED SHUHEART ON UNSPLASH
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* GUIDE 6: INFRASTRUCTURE PLANNING AND
INVESTMENT

* ENCOURAGE LAND USE DECISIONS, STRATEGIC
PLANNING AND MOBILITY IMPROVEMENTS THAT
RESPECT OUTSTANDING UNIVERSAL VALUE

o POLIGIES MUST BRIDGE TOURISM WITH DAILY URBAN
NEEDS
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* COLLABORATIVE GOVERNANGE // BUT-REAL PARTICIPATION REQUIRES REDISTRIBUTING POWER —— g -
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https://unsplash.com/@hubatxz?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash
https://unsplash.com/photos/brown-concrete-building-near-river-during-daytime-RXITM6aJXB4?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash
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https://unsplash.com/@tomellm?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash
https://unsplash.com/photos/high-rise-building-near-body-of-water-ExG1SnPztHk?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash

6TH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENGE ON UNESCO HISTORIC CITIES
UNESCO HISTORIC CITIES, SUSTAINABILITY AND HISTORIC CITIES; CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES
4™ — 6™ APRIL 2025, AULA MAGNA, VALLETTA CAMPUS, UNIVERSITY OF MALTA

CAN WORLD HERITAGE CGITIES ALSO BE TRULY
LIVEABLE?

UNDERSTANDING KEY CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES IN THE GONTEXT
OF WIDER ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY AND SOCI0-SPATIAL
CHALLENGES WITHIN UNESCO HISTORIC CITIES

DR ANTOINE ZAMMIT, PERIT

SENIOR LECTURER
DEPARTMENT OF SPATIAL PLANNING AND INFRASTRUCTURE, FACULTY FOR THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT, UNIVERSITY OF MALTA, MALTA
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