
6th UNESCO Cities for Peace Conference

Patrick Calleja
Executive President

Safeguarding Valletta:         

A matter of civic pride
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AND

GENTLE WOMEN!



MALTESE ISLANDS

Extraordinarily large number of historic cultural sites

3 UNESCO World Heritage Sites – City of Valletta, 

Megalithic Temples, Ħal Saflieni Hypogeum

7 others on tentative list – Coastal cliffs, Qawra/Dwejrq, 

Ċittadella, Fortifications, Mdina, Catacombs, Victoria 

Lines



IS THERE A CONCERTED 

EFFORT FOR 

PROTECTION AND 

PRESERVATION OF 

CULTURAL BUILT 

HERITAGE ?



Chapter 2 Article 9 of Constitution of Malta
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A MATTER OF CIVIC PRIDE
CITIZENS’ ENGAGEMENT
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Smallest European capital
0.61km2

Population 1890-1931
C 23,000



Smallest European capital
0.61km2

Population 2021
5,157

Today 4000?
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A relatively recent recognition 
2012



2022





So what has 
gone wrong?



E d u c a t i o n



Establishing the right 
balance without undue 
influence





European Capital of Culture 2018


