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Lake Street Park - Elliott Park 

 

In May of 1929 the Board of Park Commissioners issued a Bid Order to remove buildings along Main Street at the head of 

Wedge Pond with the intent of building a Park at that location. 

In June of 1929 the Star talked of a “pleasing renovation to North Main Street with the removal of several buildings. The 

site has been seeded down with grass to make a pleasant open space.” 

At the same time Horn Pond Brook which flowed from Horn Pond to Wedge Pond has been cleaned of debris leading to a 

clean water supply for Wedge Pond. 

In September of 1929 George Davidson, the Park Commissioner and Past President of Rotary was the speaker at a 

luncheon with his topic being “The Improvement of the Waterways of Winchester”. The Horn Pond Brook was part of the 

cleanup along Wedge Pond and now a beautiful vista of Wedge Pond can be seen. 

The Park Department was working on the new Lake Street Park at the head of Wedge Pond including the building of a rock 

garden and the addition of shrubs. E.F. Randall’s Nurseries of Reading rearranged and planted the rockery at the new park. 

In October 1965 the Rotary Club petitioned the Town to rename the Lake Street Park after Alfred Dykes Elliott and to 

include monies to provide an irrigation system. In December the name change was voted in the affirmative but the request 

for funding the irrigation did not pass. 

In March 1967 the Rotary Club asked the town to spend $4,500 to install underground irrigation. The club had already 

committed funds for landscaping the area. 

In April 1967 Lou Snow, Rotary President, made an impassioned plea to the Town to appropriate $4,500 for the irrigation 

system at Alfred Dykes Elliott Park when it is extensively improved with plantings by the Rotary Club. Lou rhetorically 

asked the Town Meeting Members how proud they were of the Winchester Common. “It used to be an eyesore site, he 

reminded them and it was mainly through the efforts of Al Elliott it is as beautiful as it is today. The Rotary with the 

cooperation of Home and Garden Club, the Park Department and the Conservation Commission is undertaking the 

beautification of Elliott Park. The Selectmen and the Park Commissioner supported the request. The Finance Committee 

was not in support of the sprinkler system. The Town Meeting in a near unanimous vote passed the appropriation. 

Frost and Higgins Company of Arlington did all the planting of trees and shrubs and D.J. Olivadoti Co. of Winchester did 

the walkways and a platform for the memorial stone. The total cost was in the vicinity of $7,000. 

The Winchester Star praised the Rotary Club for its efforts in an editorial in May of 1967. 

The Park was officially dedicated in May of 1967. Rev. Newt Clay, a Rotarian, called Al “a homespun boy” in his remarks 

at the dedication. Newt spoke of Al’s strengths of character, integrity and service to the Town. 

In July of 1968 there was another editorial in tribute of Al Elliott, a native son who devoted his life to making Winchester a 

more beautiful place to live. He epitomized “Service Above Self” 
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WEDGE POND PHOTOGRAPHS BY FRANK H. HIGGINS 

 

Showing before- during- after-construction views of the park later named for Alfred Elliott 

(Winchester Archival Center 2019.08) 

Notes assembled by historian Ellen Knight 6/24/19 

Site History  

As recommended by landscape architect Herbert Kellaway and the Winchester Waterways Committee (est. 1927), the 

Town of Winchester acquired the properties abutting Wedge Pond which fronted on Main Street, removed the buildings, 

and created a park called Lake Street Park and later named Elliott Park.  

A special Town Meeting in June 1928 approved acquiring ownership of Horn Pond Brook from the Woburn line to Lake 

Street.  

The Town also acquired a substantial strip on the shore of Wedge Pond at Main and Lake Streets, as approved at the 

Annual Town Meeting in March 1929. During 1929, the buildings were removed and the cellar holes filled. Using Town 

ashes for fill, the site was graded in 1930 and was laid out and planted by the Park Department in 1931. A rock garden was 

created, and shrubbery and rose gardens were planted.  

Photographs 

#1 shows the properties on Main Street which would be demolished to make a park on the eastern shore of Wedge Pond. 

The buildings pictured stood between Lake Street and the river bridge and were photographed on March 12, 1929. 

According to a map in Kellaway’s report, the Taylor family owned all the property except the Garbino and Blunt homes.  

Right to left with last known occupants: 

718 Main (or 716-718), two-family, home of Biaggio Garbino family as of April 1929.  (In 1928, the Trygve Anderson 

family was at 716.) 

702-706 Main, Taylor wagon house with attached house including (#702) ground-floor commercial space (a grocer in 

1916, a plumber in 1925). Behind the Taylor wagon house were a carriage house and shed (shown in #2). The 

Verner Carson family lived here in April 1929. 

698-700 Main, home of Annie Davey in 1929 

694 Main, home of Christopher Morris family in 1928 

692 Main, with a Mansard roof, home of John D. Blunt family in 1929 

688 Main, home of Charles Chamberlain family in 1928 

Bridge – wooden railing is visible (here the water ran under Main Street eventually to empty into the Aberjona River) 

678 Main, was the Robert Spong auto paint shop in 1925, numbered 669 in 1928, not listed 1929 
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#2 shows the rear sides of the above-listed properties on March 12, 1929 

The outlet is at the far right, and the first house on the right is #688 Main. #702-706 is in the center and the shed and 

carriage house belonging to Taylor are at the shore to the left. At the far left is the rear of the Garbino house.  

 

#3 shows the park under construction, looking north from Main Street and Wedge Pond Road. In the background are 

buildings on Lake Street. The building to the right of the trees is the Town’s Water Department building. To its right is 

a wooden railing where Horn Pond Brook passed under the street.  

 

#4 shows the park under construction, looking south from the intersection of Lake Street and Main Street. In the left 

background is the steeple of the Congregational Church. The trolley tracks belong to the street railway which went 

through Winchester center from Woburn to Arlington.  

 

#5 shows the finished park.  

 

#6 is a view across Wedge Pond to the park and buildings on the east side of Main Street belonging to George W. 

Blanchard & Co., coal and lumber.  

 

#7 shows the finished park with buildings on Lake Street. At the right is 724 Main, another building owned by George W. 

Blanchard. To its left, behind the rock garden, is the Water Dept. building.  
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Elliott Park Plaque 1967 
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May 24, 1929 - Star 
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June 21, 1929 - Star 

 

 

June 28, 1929 - Star 
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September 27, 1929 - Star 
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April 10, 1931 - Star 

 

 

 

 

April 17, 1931 - Star 
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October 1965 - Star 

 

 

 

 

 

October 1965 – Warrant Article 12 - Star 
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December 1965 - Star 

 

December 1965 - Star 
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March 30, 1967 - Star 

 

 

April 6, 1967 - Star 
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April 6, 1967 continued 
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April 27, 1967 - Star 
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May 18, 1967 - Star Editorial 
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June 1, 1967 - Star 
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June 1, 1967 continued 
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July 18, 1968 – Star Editorial 

 

 


