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Winchester Little League 

In April of 1937 a new field was dedicated on Shore Road, where the high school 

currently sits. The first game played there was a baseball game in which Winchester lost 

to Concord. 500 fans attended the game. The opening ceremonies were handled by 3 

men while representing their different roles in Town all happened to be Rotarians. 

George Davidson, Chairman of the Park Commissioners and our first President: James J. 

Quinn, Superintendent of Schools and a Charter Member of the club; and W. Allen 

Wilde of the Board of Selectmen and later to be president of Rotary in 1952-1953. 

The field was also used for football and season tickets were available for $2.00. The first 

football game was against Marblehead in September 1937. The field had several issues 

with flooding so over time the location fell out of favor. 

In 1951 the Rotary Club thought that Little League should come to Winchester. Under 

the club’s initiative the $10 was spent for a charter and an additional $250 was spent to 

sponsor a team. 

When the club hosted the newly formed Kiwanis Club in October of 1951 the Kiwanis 

Club asked to sponsor one of the 4 teams in the newly formed Little League. 

The club asked permission from the town to refurbish Shore Road field for the Little 

League and on Friday morning, October 12, 1951 Rotarians armed with rakes, sod 

cutters, shovels and a lot of enthusiasm took to leveling the field for a diamond. 

The four original teams were: 

Yankees sponsored by Rotary 

Dodgers sponsored by Kiwanis 

Red Sox sponsored by Moody Motors 

Braves sponsored by Bonnell Ford 

Al  Elliott, President of our club, offered to provide a suitable score board. 

The Parish Player’s of the First Congregational Church in April 1952 dedicated one of 

their performance s of “Harvey” to the Little League and Rotary’s Little League Fund.  



3 
 

 

Rotarians took over the performance with their wives and acted as ushers, hostesses and 

pourers for the evening. All fees associated with the cost of production were donated by 

the Parish Player’s and Rotary donated every penny from the sale of tickets. 

The turnout for the first year tryouts was 307 applications. The season opened on May 

30
th
, 1952. 

500-600 youngsters attended a rally at Town Hall on May 1
st
 to kick off Little League. 

At the rally were Red Sox players, 1
st
 Baseman Dick Gernert; Left Fielder Gene 

Stephens, who had just taken over for Ted Williams who was called to active duty; and 

1
st
 Base Coach and former Yankee great Earl Coombs who was inducted into the Hall of 

Fame in 1970. They answered questions from the assembled kids. 

 For all of their efforts the field could not be adequately prepared so the School 

Committee made a portion of Manchester Field available to Little League with the 

understanding that it be returned in the same condition as when it was turned over to 

them. 

The Rotary Club challenged an All Star team to a game wanting to show the young 

players some of the finer points of the game.  

Star Article – “Rotary Gird Loins for Fray” leading up to the game which had raised a 

lot of interest around town. 

In one game account it was stated that the Rotarians did cheat a bit in shuffling their 

lineup but no one can prove it. They were in and out so fast it was hard to keep track of 

them. 

The fans forked over $229.10 for the Jimmy Fund who was the big winner of the day. 

Final Score Little League All Stars 15  Rotary 5 
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August 8, 1952 
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All Stars 1955
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Filene’s Window 1955 

 

Winchester Star 1955 
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All Stars 1956 

 

 

Filene’s Window 1956 
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Winchester Star 1956 
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1956 
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Off to Williamsport, PA  1956 
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World Series 1956 
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Welcome Home 1956 
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Touchdown at Logan 1956 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


