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DONAHUE PIANO BIG ITEM 
  AB BRADLEE WOUNDED 
 
 

The Rotary Auction held last Saturday at the Town Hall is a thing of the past and the little group of hard working Rotarians 
that did the multitudinous jobs connected with running the affair, headed by “Al Elliott” are gradually returning to normal, 

while the fortunate purchasers of the many bargains offered for sale during the day are gloating over their good luck. On the 
committee with “Al” were Charlie Murphy, Aram Mouradian, Charlie Koch, Syd Elliott, Dick Hakanson, Koko Boodakian, 

Tom Quigley, and Joe Moffett. 
Everything went , at a price, and the Rotary Treasury is going to get a nice little nudge upward when the final “net” is turned 
over to Treasurer “Ab” Bradlee to salt away in the old sock against an hour of need. 
Bill Tobin of Concord was auctioneer spelled by Charlie Fyfe, Shrewsbury blacksmith and a real comedian. Both these 
gentlemen are professionals and they did their job effectively. Business wasn’t too brisk during the early hours but along 
toward mid-afternoon things picked up appreciably and from four o’clock on they really hummed. “Al” Elliott refused to 
commit himself on the profits but he did say that the sale netted better than last year and would probably exceed $100 with all 
the bills paid. 
Charlie Koch and Dick Hakanson thought that the club would stand to do a little batter than that and Charlie Murphy on the 
strength of his own purchases is sure of it. 
A swell lunch was pit on at noon by a group of Rotary Anns led by Mrs. Koch and Mrs. Aram Mouradian. The gals were even 
circulating around the hall seeing to it that the kiddies had enough to eat. 
Featuring the sale absolutely was Charlie Donahue’s piano. It seems the good Dr. bought the piano originally for $10.00. He 
then paid another ten to get the instrument moved to Horace Nowell’s storehouse to which he added $1.50 a month for eight 
months to keep the piano in storage until the auction should take place. 
Another $5.00 was expended to tune the piano last week and still another $12.00 to move the piano from the storehouse to the 
Town Hall for the auction. 
The several Donahue items of expense added up to $49.00 but Charlie figured it was all in a good cause and saw his piano 
rolled onto the auction floor with a lilt in his heart and a smile on his lips.  
Somehow last Saturday there seemed for a time to be no special market for pianos. Vainly the auctioneer extolled the virtues 
of the instrument for sale and the music which anyone knowing how could extract from its black and white keys. The buyers 
weren’t interested and as the hours wore away the Donahue face grew longer and longer. Then toward the end of the sale the 
bidding commenced and waxed fast and furious with Jim Cullen finally taking away the piano in his Jeep for exactly 25 cents, 
a quarter of a dollar! Doc Donahue refused all comment, either for the press or Mr. Cullen who wore his broadcast smile as he 
carted off the ivories. 
There were other sales of interest. For instance Joe Moffett dug up a row boat for the auction on which Harry Damon who was 
unable to be present at the auction personally made a bid in absentia, a risky thing to do. Harry rashly agreed to go as high as 
$40 for the boat, so when the bidding died deader than a smelt at $30 there was nothing for Charlie Murphy and Al Elliott to 
do but jump in to protect the Damon claim by running the figure up to the $40 he wanted to pay. 
Harry of course was touched by this protection of his interest and everyone was happy but Ab Bradlee who suffered a bunged-
up foot when the fell on his dog as all hands were moving it. That sums it up. Charlie Murphy bid on a very rare statue of 
Lord Byron, practically a museum piece and said to be marble, heavily gilded with gold leaf. They say Charlie got the wanted 
item for the ridiculously low figure of $35. Tom Quigley who picked the statue for the auction was a bit disappointed at the 
low price but still admitted the thing did show a fair profit. 
That’s the way it went. Nice cut glass that Al Elliott picked up for $6 and $7 went for $2 at best while a button collection that 
cost 50 cents brought in $13. Sophie Bowman bought a doll house that cost her brother Al Elliott between $400 and $500 in 
man hours to make and is giving to the kiddies at Winning Farm. Most everyone at the auction figured Larry Chase got the 
best buy of the sale when he bid on a chest made by Al Elliott for $86.   
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