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Local Rotary Club Receives Significant Achievement Award 
 

One of 113 worldwide awards for outstanding service projects has been granted to the Rotary 
Club of Winchester (out of 14,022 clubs) in the significant achievement award event conducted 
by Rotary International.  
The awards are based on submissions by Rotary Clubs throughout the world of their most 
outstanding accomplishments and contributions of significant service to the needs of the 
community, the nation or to the world. 
The award will go the Winchester Rotary Club for its annual country auction community service 
project. 
Other winning projects included an anti-pollution river cleanup in Michigan, a drug addict 
rehabilitation project in Pennsylvania, a young person’s rehabilitation center in Australia, a child 
care center in South America and a medical supply project which originated in England and 
travelled across the continent to India. 
In naming the club as this areas winner Rotary International cited the club’s hard work and 
enthusiasm in its year-round fund raising endeavor. 
The project reaches its climax each spring with an annual all day country auction at the Town 
Hall which takes place this year on Saturday, April 25th. However, it is by no means a single day 
effort. In contrast its success is derived from an all-year voluntary participation by all the 
Winchester Rotarians in collecting and storing used furniture, appliances, books, china, toys, 
glassware, paintings, tools, and a variety of household articles much of which require repair and 
refinishing  by club members to make them saleable merchandise. 
The Winchester community’s reaction and acceptance of this project is substantiated by its 
continued growth and in popularity and in receipts which in the past five years have expanded 
from $10,000 to $15,000 yearly, with this year’s project expected to reach a new record. All of 
the proceeds are distributed annually to a variety of charitable purposes such as youth clubs and 
activities, needs of lesser privileged, emergency relief aid, servicemen gift packages, hospital 
and clinic supplies, international food relief, scholarships, beautification of town parks, 
financing national and international exchange student programs, aid to handicapped children, 
establishing welfare camperships, mentally retarded care, shelter for the aged, school athletic 
awards, etc. 
No better portrayal of Rotary’s unselfish ideal of “Service Above Self” can be exemplified than 
on such a rigid and continuing basis as is practiced by the Winchester Rotary Club members. At 
the same time it enhances the true elements of Rotary fellowship, mutual respect, vocational 
exchange, human relations, and self dignity. 
The award will be presented on Thursday, April 16 to the president of the Rotary Club, Albert S. 
Hovannesian of 3 Pocohontas Road by the governor of the district, Anthony Frasca of Lynn, 
upon the occasion of the Governor’s banquet at the District 793 Spring Conference being held 
on April 15th and 16th at the Hotel Somerset in Boston, Massachusetts. State commissioner of 
Administration and Finance, Donald R. Dwight, will be the guest of honor. 
Rotary International is a world-wide service association of over 14,000 Rotary clubs (of which 
Winchester can boast of being in the top 1 percent bracket with this significant achievement 
award) with a membership of 660,500 business and professional men in 148 countries. There are 
37 Rotary clubs in the cities and towns embracing district 793 including Boston, Cambridge, 
Arlington, Belmont, Reading, Stoneham, Lexington, Woburn, Medford, Lynn, Gloucester, 
Melrose, Somerville, and several other communities.   
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