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DYLAN ASTE 

U.S. ATTORNEY—SOUTHERN DISTRICT CALIFORNIA 
Friday, January 19, 2024 - Noon 

 

The U.S. Attorney’s Office and law enforcement partners have attacked the fen-
tanyl crises through aggressive prosecutions at every level of the supply chain – 
from the Sinaloa Cartel leadership, to cross-border trafficking organizations, to 
money launderers, to street level dealers who are selling drugs that result in 
overdose deaths. 

The “Block Fentanyl” campaign is just one aspect of the U.S. Attorney’s Office’s 
prevention and outreach strategy. For example, on August 10, 2023, prosecu-
tors from the U.S. Attorney’s Office and the City Attorney’s Office gave a 
presentation at San Diego State University to resident advisors and student 
leaders on the topic “Know Fentanyl.” The presentation, attended by approxi-
mately 250 students, covered the dangers of counterfeit and adulterated pills 
and powder, recognizing the signs of an overdose, and how to properly deploy 
Narcan. 

“We are committed to innovative approaches to protect and educate the youth 
of our community about the extreme danger of fentanyl,” said Acting U.S. At-
torney Andrew R. Haden. “We are willing to do whatever it takes to save lives 
and spread the word that fentanyl is still claiming many lives, and every one of 
us can and must take action to prevent fatal overdoses. I’d like to thank the in-
credible SDSU student-athletes, who did not hesitate to answer our call for 
help. They have graciously used their celebrity and influence for the most im-
portant cause: Keeping fellow students from making a fatal mistake with fenta-
nyl.” 

http://www.chulavistarotary.org
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MEETING HIGHLIGHTS— JANUARY 12, 2024 

 
President Mora de Murguia called the meeting to order. Autumn Reid gave the invocation. 
President-elect Jesse Fernandez introduced guests and visiting Rotarians. President Mora 
reviewed upcoming speakers and club activities. Gary Bryant reminded us about the need 
to be youth certified when in contact with young people and he is investigating the possibil-
ity of bringing the possess to us.  
 
President Mora reminded us about the new P.O. Box for our club. If you mail your dues, 
please use:  
P.O. Box 324, Bonita CA 91908.  Please re-send in the event, your payment was returned.  
 
Betty Waznis gave the Jim Biddle News at Noon. This week’s sponsor was Duane Buck-
ingham. The lucky drawing winners this week were: Kimberly Marshall, Eric Rimmele, 
Bernard Hernandez.  
 
Risa Baron introduced the guest speaker, Marcy Weaver, the CEO for the Chula Vista 
Chamber of Commerce. Marcy provided a very detailed presentation about the Chamber’s 
many activities, programs and committees that seek to promote our city and local business-
es. The Chamber is working closely with elected officials and helping to expedite business 
permits. She encouraged business owners to become involved with Chamber committees. 
 

 
CALENDAR—UPCOMING EVENTS & ACTIVITIES 

 
All meetings in January—bring items for Mary’s Guest House—Rotary District 5340 

Anti-Trafficking activity (page 5 for suggested items) 

 
Wednesday, January 17, 5:15-6:00 pm—Grandparents Raising Grandchildren Project 

in support of Altrusa at the Bonita Library (near our meeting location) -  
Putting gift packets together  

 
Chula Vista Rotary Centennial Planning Meeting, Thurs, January 25, 5:00 zoom 

Please  RSVP to Bob Silvas at: rotary@silvygroup.com  
 

Friday, January 26, Naval Seal Museum, Club Meeting, Noon 
 

Friday, February 2, Supervisor Nora Vargas, Club Meeting, Noon 
 

Wednesday, February 7, 6:00 pm, Rotaract Formation Meeting & Social @ Novo Brazil 
 

Friday, February 9, Valentine Program, Noon 
 

Friday, February 9—St. Paul’s Senior Gift Baskets—Assemble before meeting 
 

Friday, February 9, 8-11 am—Food Distribution at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
 

mailto:rotary@silvygroup.com


     Page 3   Chula Vista Rotary Chulatarian                            

 

With Betty Waznis

LIVE

Brought to you by:

THIS WEEKS 

SPONSOR

JIM BIDDLE NEWS AT NOON by Betty Waznis 

Hello, everyone, and welcome to today’s edition of the Jim Biddle News at Noon. Today sponsored by Duane Buckingham.  
 
Breeze Airways, an airline started in 2021 by the founder of JetBlue, announced Tuesday it is making its San Diego debut 
where it will launch nonstop service to Raleigh-Durham, N.C., Jacksonville, Fla.; Norfolk, Va.; Cincinnati, Ohio; and Pitts-
burgh, Pa. San Diego International Airport welcomed the new budget air carrier, saying that Jacksonville and Norfolk are 
smaller but very important to our naval communities, and Raleigh’s research triangle is key for our biomedical industry. 
San Diego is the fifth city in California and the 46th nationwide to join Breeze’s network of nonstop routes. The new flights 
will be rolled out April 30 to May 3. Breeze, which characterizes itself as a “nice low-cost carrier,” will be offering San Die-
go’s inaugural flights for as low as $129 one way, for travel booked by Jan. 15. 
 
This is one of six gas monitors installed by the San Diego Air Pollution Control District in San Ysidro.  Since late September, 
the air-quality monitors are measuring the quantities of the potentially toxic gas hydrogen sulfide, which has a characteristic 
rotten-egg odor, along with sulfur dioxide, carbon monoxide, nitrogen dioxide and other gases that contribute to poor air quali-
ty. The early findings support what many residents in Imperial Beach, San Ysidro and the surrounding South County commu-
nities have been saying for years: The millions of gallons of sewage-tainted water that routinely flows over the border are 
emitting unpleasant and potentially harmful gases.  
An inoperable wastewater plant in Mexico, a pipeline rupture and a failing wastewater plant in the San Diego region have re-
sulted in discharges to border canyons, the Tijuana River and the Pacific Ocean. Though infrastructure improvements and new 
efforts on both sides of the border are under way, Tijuana’s wastewater facilities have not kept pace with its population 
growth. Residents of Imperial Beach, San Ysidro, Nestor and parts of Chula Vista and Coronado have expressed their frustra-
tion to their elected representatives and on social media, describing health problems like burning eyes and asthma flare-ups, 
and disruptions to coastal businesses due to increasingly frequent beach closures.  
 
On Wednesday, The Securities and Exchange Commission authorized 11 applications to offer ETF’s, exchange-traded funds 
tied to bitcoin, providing a simpler way for people to invest in digital assets. Some of the largest financial firms in the world, 
including BlackRock, Grayscale, Franklin Templeton and Fidelity, were approved to offer the products which began trading 
yesterday on the Nasdaq, the New York Stock Exchange and the CBOE. Over $4.6 billion changed hands on the historic first 
day of trading.  
 
It took five weeks and five straight wins by double figures, but San Diego State basketball has returned to the Associated Press 
top 25 at No. 19. SDSU has now played 16 games. Five have come down to the final possession or gone to overtime. The Az-
tecs have won all five — and an incredible 13 straight, going back to last season. 
 
Today’s sponsor, Duane Buckingham, is a dedicated Rotarian with 26 years of membership as of this coming Tuesday.  He 
served as club President 2008-2009, Assistant District Governor from 2010 to 2014 and is a Paul Harris Major Donor. He rec-
ommends Rotary networking; it’s worked well for him, both as a business owner and a customer. See his raffle prizes for ex-
amples. 
This concludes today’s edition of the Jim Biddle News at Noon, today brought to you by Duane Buckingham.  
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MORE MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 

This week’s News sponsor, Duane Buckingham with the lucky winners (l-r): Kimberly Marshall, Eric Rim-
mele and Bernard Hernandez.  Duane gathered a plethora of gifts with the help of fellow Rotarians.  

President Mora presents a Rotary mug as thanks to guest speaker, 
Wendy  Weaver CEO of the Chula Vista Chamber of Commerce.  

 
 

Shout Out!  
 
To Jim Biddle who continues his recovery 
from a break in his leg. He barely avoided 
surgery (as in pins, plates etc.) and is behav-
ing himself to get better soon. 
 
To Jan Mellinger, who is back after a fun 3-
week trip to Antarctica, South America and 
more. Welcome home! 
 
To Novo Brazil who just opened another lo-
cation at the Mission Valley Mall in the 
space where the Tilted Kilt was previously. 
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Our Club is Supporting District 5340 
Anti-Human Trafficking Hygiene Products Drive   
 

Please bring any of the following items to a  
Rotary meeting in January: 

 
Toilet tissue, Paper towels  

 
Tide laundry detergents (pods please)  

 
Bounce, zip lock plastic bags – gallon and quart sizes  

 
Dish washing detergent, Cascade or Finish (pods, please) 

 

Rotarians who helped with the take down of the Christmas decorations at the Veterans Home (l-r):  
Ken Weimer, Duane Buckingham, Troy Ray, Max Scrivens, Rasha Roshdy, Betty Waznis, Jeanne Ray, 
Gary Bryant,  Kimberly Marshall and Bob Silvas. Thanks everyone! 
 
Chris Lewis and Gary Bryant helped with food distribution on January 12. Next one is February 9.  
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