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WENDY WILSON 

BONITA MUSEUM & CULTURAL CENTER 
Friday,  July 24, 2026, Noon  

 

 

Wendy, a fourth-generation San Diego native, has been the Executive Direc-
tor of the Bonita Museum & Cultural Center and Bonita Historical Society 
since 2018.  As a professional arts administrator, Wendy has extensive ex-
perience in exhibition creation, arts education, non-profit arts management, 
media communications and multimedia production. Awards include a Na-
tional Endowment for the Arts, Artistic Excellence Award, California Humani-
ties for All; Leadership in Education, as well as Distinguished Citizen 
Award,75th Assembly District Acknowledgement. Wendy serves on the ex-
ecutive board of the San Diego Museum Council. 
  
The museum is celebrating its 20th anniversary in the current building with a 
Big Reveal of new sculptures in the sculpture garden. The Bonita Museum & 
Cultural Center houses the Bonita Historical Society and over 2,000 objects 
connected to our region. It is the largest museum in South Bay San Diego 
dedicated to documenting the art, history and culture of the Sweetwater Val-
ley.  The nonprofit museum provides a cultural center for local residents 
through a rotating selection of fine art sculpture, painting, photography, ar-
chitecture, design and media arts, housed in two interior galleries and an 
outdoor patio area.  

http://www.chulavistarotary.org


     Page 2  Chula Vista Rotary Chulatarian                            

 

 

 

CLUB HIGHLIGHTS 

 

L: Brenda Byrnes and Suzanne Manuel, with the Coronado Rotary Club, visited us as part of their re-
quirements for new members. Pictured here with President Rasha. 
R: A small glimpse into the “Evening in Tuscany” this past weekend at Chris Lewis’ home. Lane Pear-
son and Chris shared wine recommendations for our delicious Italian food. Great fun, great food and a 
great time! 

L-R: Duane Buckingham with the lucky drawing winners this week—Ken Wei-
mer, Jan Mellinger and Bill Torre. Thanks for your support of the Chula Vista 
Rotary Foundation. 
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Hello, everyone and welcome to today’s edition of the Jim Biddle News at Noon. Today brought to you by Duane 
Buckingham. 
King tides that reached almost seven and a half feet flooded buildings near Mission Beach’s Bayside Walk Monday 
night — a rare occurrence during summer and higher than the average elevation of 4 to 5 feet. Mission Beach’s Bay-
side Walk saw at least 4 inches of water Monday night, after the tide’s peak around 9 p.m. Different from usual tides, 
these much larger tides — both low and high — happen when there’s a full or new moon which causes a greater than 
usual gravity push and pull.  
 
The HMS Surprise, a replica of an 18th century sailing ship, has been a movie star and a training vessel for young sea-
farers. It’s currently docked off the Embarcadero in San Diego Bay as part of the Maritime Museum of San Diego. 
Now, the ship may be sailing into retirement as the Museum plans to permanently close the Surprise to visitors next 
summer after an detailed professional assessment of all the museum’s major vessels. Built in 1970 and originally 
named HMS Rose, the HMS Surprise is a replica of a 24-gun British frigate used to hunt smugglers off Newport, 
Rhode Island.  
 
For decades, the replica ship served as a east coast dockside attraction and training vessel.  In 2001, it was sold to 20th 
Century Fox and underwent modifications for the film “Master and Commander: The Far Side of the World.”  In the 
film, the tall ship portrayed the original HMS Surprise, a Royal Navy ship from the late 18th century. 
When the ship joined the Maritime Museum’s fleet it was reregistered as HMS Surprise in honor of the film. After the 
museum restored the ship to sailing condition in 2007, the Surprise sailed in San Diego Bay many times. But despite 
the museum’s restoration efforts, the modifications for the film led to lingering structural issues that could not be 
overcome. The ship’s interior and accompanying historic exhibits has been open to visitors at the Embarcadero for 
more than two decades. The Museum is planning special music, lectures and performances to celebrate HMS Surprise 
before it closes to visitors next August 1 and is exploring options for the ship’s future. 
 
For the first time in more than 25 years, the San Diego Zoo has welcomed baby binturongs in March, twin males named 
Pulong and Tau. Sometimes called “bearcats” because they have a face like a cat and a body that looks a bit like a bear, 
these endangered animals are native to rainforests in South and Southeast Asia. When fully grown, they are the size of a 
dachshund, with shaggy black coats, wiry whiskers, small round ears and tails that grab and hold. There are only12 pairs 
of binturongs in U.S. zoos. The San Diego Zoo holds 6. For now, the twins and their mom are living in an off-exhibit 
area at the Wildlife Explorers Basecamp and can be seen on some behind-the-scenes tours. 
 
The All Star Break was this week, and the All-Star Game was Tuesday. Seven former Padres but only one current Padre, 
closer Mason Miller, were tapped for the NL team. Miller struck out the only batter he faced in the ninth inning, but not 
as a closer, since the American League team won for the 11th time in 13 years with a 4-0 victory.   
 
The worldwide excitement of the World Cup ends this Sunday as Argentina plays Spain in the final match. Here’s the 
tens of thousands celebrating in Buenos Aires after their semifinal win over England. Third place playoff between Eng-
land and France is tomorrow at 2 pm.  
 
Today’s sponsor, Duane Buckingham, is a dedicated Rotarian with 28 years of membership.  He served as club Presi-
dent in 2008-2009, Assistant District Governor from 2010 to 2014 and is a Paul Harris Major Donor. He recommends 
Rotary networking; it’s worked well for him, both as a business owner and a customer. He wants you to know that he 
is now a proud great-grandfather – here he is with his new great granddaughter on a July 3 visit.  
 
This concludes today’s edition of the Jim Biddle News at Noon, today brought to you by Duane Buckingham.  

With Betty Waznis
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There is a new addition to Duane 
Buckingham’s family! 
 
Her name is Nora and she is 
Duane’s FIRST  
great-granddaughter! 
 
He traveled to meet Baby Nora ear-
lier this month. 
 
Congratulations to Duane &  
family! 

 
Rotarian Kathleen Carroll is on the 
mend from a big fall a few weeks back.  
She fractured her left dominant wrist and 
had surgery a few days later. She also 
banged up her leg pretty badly, but is now 
on the road to recovery. 

Let’s cheer her on!  

Rick Richardson was on the local news this past weekend as part of his  
Porsche Club. Could not really see his cool car but it was on hand also. 
He was a happy and informed interviewee by the car guy on KUSI. 

 
MEMBER NEWS! 
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CLUB CALENDAR 
 

Rotary at the Theatre—Fri. July 24, Southwestern College 
 

Food Distribution@ St. Mark’s (Hilltop & 1st) - Fri. August 14, 8:30  


