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Talk to Sunset Rotary Club
By Dick Storm

Green Rules and What steps do we need to take to get our energy back on track

Outline of Presentation:
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How did “Green” Policies Come to Be?

What are the Green Rules that have been forced on the American people?
What are the Reality of the Green Rules, AKA “Inflation Reduction Act”
Will this Save the Planet?

Will the IRA Impact the way we live?

What can we do to get American Energy Policy Back on track?

How Did Green Policies Come to Be?

The worldwide movement of green policies began with the 1992 U.N. Conference in Rio de Janeiro. Out of
the conference came the UN-Agenda 21. Buried within Agenda 21 is the intent to create “One World
Government” that will control all of the people of the world and is based on Socialism. Environmental
protection is a cover story for implementing Socialism within the western free world countries.

Then following Rio and especially during the Clinton administration, the environmental extremist groups
ramped up their “war on coal” and found many allies within politicians. Many of the environmental extremist
group leaders entered and left high level government positions through a Bureaucracy of “Revolving Door”
positions in the EPA and other U.S. government agencies. Examples are Gina McCarthy who served as both
EPA Administrator during Obama’s Presidency and as a highly paid official of the Natural Resources Defense
Council “Action Fund” Another Joe Goffman currently at EPA14,16 8 17. (references below). My Blog opinion and
research of the top 16 Influencers of U.S. Energy Policy: https://wp.me/p5DzAo-Ft



https://wp.me/p5DzAo-Ft

The environmental movement could be described as a “Seven Headed Monster”. The seven heads are:

The United Nations (UN-IPCC)

The World Economic Forum and wealthy Billionaires

Environmental NGO’s such as Sierra Club, NRDC, Environmental Defense Council and more

The Democrat Party

The Main Stream Media and Entertainment

Indoctrination of the students (Wokeness) and the public through Public Education K-12 and including

Colleges and Universities

g. “Woke” Businesses and Industry that have moved toward embracing “Green Policies” for either
consumer acceptance or to follow the money provided in government incentives.
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The air in America is amongst the cleanest in the world. Everyone is in favor of clean air and clean water.
However, after accomplishing great progress in removing true pollution, the Obama administration
“Weaponized” the EPA to control carbon dioxide, which is not a pollutant. Obama also obligated U.S. auto
industry to build Electric vehicles. The 2012 Whitehouse Press Release is below.
From my experience in industry and research as to why we have un-American “Climate Policies”, they are the
result of political leaders and the U.N. corrupting science and formulating a path to one world government
which began with the U.N. Agenda 21 in 1992. Here are a selection of books that support this claim:



After years of indoctrination in August 2022 the “Green New Deal” was passed into law as part of the “Inflation
Reduction Act”

This law now includes more than $400 Billion dollars (Forbes stated $589 Billion) as incentives for wind, solar
and other carbon-free sources of energy.
Like it or not, the IRA is passed into law.

55 mpg Requirement of 2012 was a Stealth EV Mandate. it is impossible to Enjoy Safe Vehicle Transportation with

a fleet of 3,500 # Vehicles and Achieve 55 mpg Fuel Efficiency too. Industry & Government knew this in 2012. EPA ramped up to 55 in 2022
The White House
Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release August 28, 2012

Obama Administration Finalizes
Historic 54.5 MPG Fuel Efficiency
Standards

The path to Net Zero Carbon is intended to eliminate the use of fossil fuels. Government continues to attack
fossil fuels through nearly every Bureaucratic agency within the Federal government. It will be impossible to
do so by 2050 and restricting conventional energy will cases serious consequences for our economic strength,
personal wealth, National Security and our life-styles. Their stated plan is to “Electrify Everything”.



The best U.S. example of the impact of the “Green New Deal” is Hawaii. Hawaii made wind and solar energy
their priority several years ago and have shut down their one reliable, low cost coal plant. As a result of being
an “Energy Island” with no connecting Grid, the true impact of the cost of green energy can be seen. The slide

below was last year. The more recent comparison of S.C. and Hawaii electric rates is that Hawaii’s are more
than three times S.C.

The reason the electricity production costs are so high with thought to be, the “Free Fuel” of wind and solar, is
that when the wind stops and the sun sets, then power generation is done with backup Diesel generators. Fuel



is the largest cost of power generation, so when the primary fuel energy cost is very high, so is the electricity
produced from it.

2. So, What is Government Approved Green Energy?
Essentially, the IRA finalizes the war on coal, oil and gas and is targeted toward the impossibility of “Electrifying
Everything”. The government officials during Biden’s term have highlighted California and Hawaii as being
“Models” for America. Both have very high cost electricity and California has experienced numerous Rolling
Blackouts during peak Demand periods.
Speaking of California, the 100% Clean Renewable Energy Plan promoted by Stanford University’s Professor
Mark Jacobson is shown below. Notice in his plan the absence of nuclear which is a huge mistake, in my view.

But.....not every use of conventional fuels can be substituted for with electricity. Such as Steel, Fertilizer, Plastics
and Cement. The Net Zero Carbon path will destroy America if it is not stopped.



As you have read in the news or seen on TV, the major auto manufacturers are working toward phasing out
vehicles powered by internal combustion engines. The fact of the matter is, EV’s in the U.S. are a small fraction
of the total 280 million vehicles on the road. According to Reuters about 1% and many of these are registered
in California. Many citizens (including me) do not wish to buy an EV. Yet, the path forward being promoted by
government policy is to literally outlaw internal combustion engines. (this started in 2012 with the stealth 54.5
mpg Rule)

Electrifying everything is not feasible. In fact, it is impossible to electrify everything, yet that is what the
government, MSM, WEF and many highly respected Universities are promoting to the public.

The government envisions total electric everything, including: Building heating, cooling, cooking, vehicle
transportation, aircraft propulsion, steel making, industrial output etc. However, this is not possible. Consider
for example cement, steel, plastic and fertilizer. Four common materials that we cannot do without that in fact
are impossible to be created from solar or wind power.

The next illustration is the Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory “Sankey Diagram” which shows total
PRIMARY ENERGY flows. The year 2021 was after recovery from Covid lockdowns and the total energy use was
97.3 Quadrillion Btus of energy. America has used right at 100 Quadrillion Btus per year for over 25 years. That
is about 315 million Btus equivalent for every single person, on average in the U.S.. Now, take a look at the
energy provided by wind and solar at 4.96%. This is after decades of subsidies to wind and solar. Still after all of
these years the solar portion is less than 2% of our total energy.

Contrast this to the government mandated plan of Decarbonization and Net Zero Carbon by 2050. Electrifying
automobiles, trucks, all cooking, heating etc will substitute the next largest total primary energy consumption
with electricity. That means an enormous increase in electrical demand. | submit that we should look at the UK,
Germany and Hawaii as examples of the results of depending too much on wind and solar.



In short, the government policy of depending on wind and solar power is doomed for failure.

3. What is the Reality of the (so-called) Inflation Reduction Act?
Many electric utilities have planned to shut down more of the existing coal fleet and replace the electric
generation capacity with solar and wind generation. Why? Because there are generous incentives to build new
wind and solar and conversely, the EPA has ramped up additional air and water protection regulations on coal,
oil and gas energy production. As the saying goes, “Follow the Money”. Now it is incentivized for large Utilities
and corporations to become involved with wind and solar power, whether they know it is the right choice or
not. Take the example of the S.C. Public service Authority, better known as Santee-Cooper. Their forecasted
electric generation is about 6,000 MW after about 2035. At one point they had new nuclear generation of 2,200
MW new capacity at the Summer Station Units 2 & 3. Also, they purchased major equipment for a 600 MW
clean coal plant near Florence in 2009. All three of these units were cancelled. In my view due to three main
reasons: 1. Outside Extremists Protests and government that gave in, 2. Mismanagement and 3. Excessive
government Regulations. At any rate, the electricity demand is forecast to grow and the current likely new
capacity additions will be solar and natural gas combined cycle plants. Santee-Cooper, like many Utilities across
the U.S. is on a path set to appease the Environmental Extremists, not engineered growth, as once was the case.



Remember the Keystone Pipeline? That was just the start of the Biden war on conventional energy.

Every government agency has been weaponized to make it more difficult or more expensive to use fossil fuels.
Not only the EPA but also the SEC with ESG policies (Environmental Social Governance) and DOJ “Social Justice”
initiatives, the Department of energy, Bureau of Land Management and more.

4. Will “Green Energy” Save The Planet?
The indoctrination of politicians with “Green Policies” is worldwide. At least throughout the free western world.
Europe and the U.S. are the strongest economies and through the auspices of the UN-IPCC and International
pressure, have agreed to reduce carbon-based energy use within the U.S. and EU. The environmental extremists,
WEF, wealthy Billionaires, Activist NGO’s and Democrats have provided scare tactics to influence the general
public. (Aka voters). Take sea level rise as an example:



Also, enormous sums of money have been made available for Developing countries to invest in “Green” energy
power production. Will this reduce the CO; in the environment? No, because over 50% of the world’s carbon
consumption is by China. China and Russia are not reducing their carbon production, in fact, they are increasing
their use of carbon.

China powers their manufacturing base mostly with coal power and China does use over 50% of the world’s
coal. Russia of course, does little in manufacturing on a world scale, but they are one of the world’s largest



energy producers and they export enormous quantities of oil and gas to China, India and other countries. In fact,
up to recently, much of New England’s gas came from Russia via LNG ships.

5. Will the IRA Impact the Way We Live? Our Quality of Life?
Green energy policies have been implemented by several countries in Europe and the overall cost and reliability
of electrifying by use of wind and solar can be observed by actual experiences in Germany, the UK and
Scandinavian countries. Also, Hawaii has implemented their state version of the “Green New Deal” several years
ago. Hawaii has the highest cost electricity in the U.S.A. They even shut down their one coal fueled power plant
last year. Why? Because they wanted carbon free energy. The Barbers Point coal plant was shut down. The
power when not possible to be generated by wind and solar is fueled by Diesel fuel. The most expensive fuel of
any available.
Will “Green Energy” change the quality of our lives. Yes, if America changes to 100% wind and solar as
advocated by many in government, it will weaken America and it will impact our freedom to travel, quality of
life and it will restrict the ability of the next generation of Americans to live the American Dream as my
generation has enjoyed.
Energy is necessary for just about everything we touch or do. Energy = Life as we know it in America. Restricting
energy use will harm our strength as a country and change the way we live. And not in a good way.

6. How Can We Get American Energy Back on Track?

This will be difficult. There is very little interest from the public and by our elected officials to create a “Rational
Energy Policy”. The last few Presidents that had rational energy policies were Carter, Reagan, Bush and Trump.
The extremists have had control of the message to demonize conventional energy for over 40 years, almost 50
years. Two generations of public-school students. Ever since the Oil Embargoes of 1973-1980, protection of the
environment has been #1 priority of public education/indoctrination.

Jimmy Carter was the 39th President of the United States (1977-1981) and was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize
in 2002.
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President Carter had numerous domestic and foreign policy accomplishments. He created the Department of
Energy, established a National Energy Policy to deal with the energy shortage and decontrolled domestic
petroleum prices to stimulate production. President Carter was the last President to become proactive in
“National Energy Policy”.

To give the EPA credit, the air within the U.S. has in fact become some of the cleanest air in the world of
industrialized nations. Since the air and water have been cleaned, the EPA has progressed beyond
environmental protection and followed the extreme activism of NGO’s that hate industry and development of
any kind.

The environmental extremists are enormously cash rich. They have been funded by tax sheltered wealth in
Billions of dollars that they can and have used to fund politicians and legislation. A book correctly titled, “The
New Leviathan” outlined the billions of dollars that Environmental Activist groups have acquired and grown. The
leaders of some of these NGO’s enter and leave government positions through a revolving door. As a result, we
have no energy policy. America’s only “Energy Policy” that was done in earnest to make sure America remained
strong, was signed by President Carter in 1978. It was called the “National Energy Conservation Policy Act”. This
action followed two oil embargoes and therefore, the importance of energy and petroleum was embedded into
the people’s and elected government officials’ minds.

Since 1980 the only legislation that | am aware has been ramping up Regulations on power plant emissions.
Essentially, a war on fossil fuels has been in place of ever greater intensity since the Bill Clinton administration
and as mentioned above, beginning worldwide with the United Nations in about 1992.

Promoting a Rational Energy policy is important. As | see it, here is one approach to correction:

a. Education of the public on the true facts

b. Education of elected officials on the true facts of energy and electricity generation

c. Write your elected officials to plead with them to learn the facts. Educate Congress.

If | were in charge, here is what | would do:

A. First, roll back Roll back all Executive orders and Rules that have been implemented since January 20,
2021. The EPA, SEC, BLM, Dept. of Interior and other Regulations were implemented without approval
of Congress.

B. Secondly, Require all Regional Utilities to expand Dispatchable Generation so that each Regional Utility
shall have at least 15% generation reserves for both winter and summer peak loads.

C. Thirdly, create an engineered path to clean energy which includes All sources/forms of energy. Including
nuclear, coal, natural gas, Biomass, wind and solar.

Thank you for your time and interest!
Yours very truly,

Richard (Dick) Storm, PE

Email: richard.storm@stormeng.com

Dick Storm Blog: https://wordpress.com/view/dickstormprobizblog.org
Linked In: linkedin.com/in/richard-storm-00557810

7. References for Further Reading to support my Conclusions:
1. Dick Storm’s Blog, “What will it take to achieve Net Zero Carbon?:
http://dickstormprobizblog.org/2023/01/12/what-would-it-take-for-net-zero-electricity-
generation-by-2050/
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2. N.C. Utilities Commission Testimony of Bradford Muller of Charlotte Pipe and Foundry, Blackouts,
Christmas 2022:
https://starwl.ncuc.gov/NCUC/ViewFile.aspx?ld=54fbaba6-76d3-4367-abe2-ee3f8fade516
https://nsjonline.com/article/2023/01/muller-the-christmas-catastrophe-near-miss/
https://www.wunc.org/2023-01-06/cold-weather-blackouts-challenge-conventional-wisdom-on-

reliability

3. Donn Dears book, “Clean Energy Crisis” available from Amazon:
https://www.amazon.com/Clean-Energy-Crisis-Challenge-Replacing/dp/BOBRH737HM

4. McKinsey Summary of IRA, Oct. 2022: https://www.mckinsey.com/industries/public-and-social-
sector/our-insights/the-inflation-reduction-act-heres-whats-in-it

5. U.S.A. Facts on Electric Vehicles: https://usafacts.org/articles/how-many-electric-cars-in-united-
states/

6. Reuters Graphics, the long road to EV’s, Feb. 7, 2023: https://www.reuters.com/graphics/AUTOS-
ELECTRIC/USA/mopanygxwva/

7. Jimmy Carter, “National Energy Conservation Policy Act” 1978:
https://www.energy.gov/Im/timeline-events-1971-1980

8. Jimmy Carter speech in WVA May 1978 extolling the importance of coal for America’s Energy
Independence: https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/charleston-west-virginia-
remarks-announcing-the-establishment-the-presidents-commission

9. U.S. Dept. of Energy summary of IRA: https://www.energy.gov/sites/default/files/2022-

10/IRA-Energy-Summary_web.pdf

10. Daily Skeptic, Feb. 23, 2023, by 30 year Reuter’s veteran Journalist “I Thought CO2 Was Causing
Global Climate Change, | was Wrong”: https://dailysceptic.org/2023/02/23/when-i-covered-
climate-change-for-reuters-i-thought-co2-was-to-blame-for-rising-temperatures-i-was-wrong/

11. Book, “U.N. Agenda 21, Environmental Piracy” by Dr. lleana Johnson Paugh, survivor of
Communism in Romania, 2012. ISBN:978-0615716473

12. Book, “BLUE PLANET, GREEN in SHACKLES, What is Endangered: Climate or Freedom?” by Vaclav
Klaus, past President of Czech Republic, published in 2007 by Competitive Enterprise Institute

13. This book provides an overview of the history of Climate Policies C. Paul Smith “Closing Argument
on the Climate Change Hoax”: https://www.cpaulsmith.com/palmyra-bookstore/the-climate-
change-hoax-argument/

14. Book, “The Deliberate Corruption of Climate Science” by Dr. Timothy Ball, 2014. Here is a review of
his book: https://www.alachuacounty.us/Depts/epd/EPAC/BOOK%20REVIEW%20-
%20‘THE%20DELIBERATE%20CORRUPTION%200F%20CLIMATE%20SCIENCE%20by%20TIM%20BALL
.pdf

12. WSJ “AMERICA Self-Sabotages it’s Electrical Grid” January 3, 2023:
https://www.wsj.com/articles/america-self-sabotages-its-electrical-grid-renewable-fossil-fuel-
power-11672685320

16. Dick Storm Blog Link: What Would it Take to Reach Net Zero Carbon by 2050:
http://dickstormprobizblog.org/2023/01/12/what-would-it-take-for-net-zero-electricity-
generation-by-2050/

17. Joe Goffman Atty in EPA Revolving Door of well-funded non-Profits and EPA:
http://www.scientificintegrityinstitute.org/USSEWP080415.pdf

18. EPA Clean Air Progress Chart 1970-2021: https://www.epa.gov/air-trends/air-quality-national-

summary
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25.

Shelly Moore Capito Opinion in WVA “Intelligencer” Newspaper, July 2022:
https://www.theintelligencer.net/opinion/local-columns/2022/07/joe-goffman-the-wrong-choice-
to-help-lead-epa/

Cooler Heads, July 15, 2022: Excellent References of Gina McCarthy and other EPA “War on Coal”
personalities:
https://go.cei.org/webmail/287682/912292506/68e507be334cf34c7d54b4b2a348b50f1d373ec69c
94d0d629001f91129cle7d

TVA Rolling Blackouts report in Tennessean, Jan, 2023:
https://www.tennessean.com/story/news/local/2022/12/23/why-tennessee-valley-authority-
ordered-rolling-blackouts-in-nashville/69754538007/

Dick Storm List of top Climate Policy Influencers in the U.S.: https://wp.me/p5DzAo-Ft

Solar Disappointment in the Southwest, National Review, Jan 4, 2023:
https://www.nationalreview.com/2023/01/a-bright-shining-disappointment/

Net Zero Watch, UK Experience with Wind Farms, January 7, 2023:
https://mailchi.mp/86e68627c77f/payments-for-windfarms-to-switch-off-soar-to-quarter-billion-
pounds-1934117e=9e46528acb6

World Nuclear Association Info on Nuclear Power Contribution to Reducing Manmade Carbon
Dioxide Emissions: https://www.world-nuclear.org/information-library/energy-and-the-
environment/nuclear-energy-and-sustainable-development.aspx

Climate Change References from Experts and some powerful, well-funded energy
policy influencers:

1. “The Clean Energy Crisis”, by Donn Dears, January 2023
Dr. Steven Koonin Book, “Unsettled” Koonin is NYU Professor and served as President Obama’s
Science Advisor

3. Book, “The Way the World Works” by Vaclav Smil

4. Book, “Hot Talk-Cold Science, Global Warming’s Unfinished debate”, by Dr. S. Fred Singer, 1998,
Atmospheric Scientist

5. Roy Spencer Web site: https://www.drroyspencer.com

6. Heartland Institute: http://climatechangereconsidered.org

7. Professor Richard Lindzen, MIT:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard Lindzen#Views on climate change

8. MIT Atmospheric Science Prof. Lindzen article in Tablet Magazine on China and his views on
AGW: https://www.tabletmag.com/sections/science/articles/china-warming-richard-lindzen

9. Professor Judith Curry Interview January 30, 2021 on AGW:
https://judithcurry.com/2021/01/30/interview-climate-change-a-different-perspective-with-
judith-curry/

10. Professor William Happer and Professor Richard Lindzen Testimony to SEC June 2022:
https://www.sec.gov/comments/s7-10-22/s71022-20132171-302668.pdf

11. The Right Stuff Climate Team (Retired NASA Engineers): https://www.therightclimatestuff.com

12. Climate Science Book by Vinos with forward by Judith Curry:
https://judithcurry.com/2022/09/22/the-winter-gatekeeper-hypothesis-vii-a-summary-plus-qa/

13. https://judithcurry.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Vinos-CPPF2022.pdf

14. GWPF Sept 22, 2022, MIT Professor Richard Lindzen Paper:
https://www.thegwpf.org/content/uploads/2022/09/Lindzen-global-warming-narrative.pdf
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https://www.thegwpf.org/content/uploads/2022/09/Lindzen-global-warming-narrative.pdf

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

Predictions of last 50 years were all wrong: https://www.climategate.nl/2023/01/wat-bezielt-
extinction-rebellion/

Epoch Times article, Jan. 28, 2022 on Climate Policy is to benefit of China:
https://www.theepochtimes.com/ccp-proves-climate-fight-not-really-about-

climate 4971356.html

Environmental Groups Influence Biden Environmental Policy, Fox News check of emails:
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/environmental-groups-play-key-role-biden-admin-foreign-
policy-emails-show

John Kerry Meetings on Climate Policy NOT TO BE ON Paper, Aug. 2021, Fox News:
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/john-kerrys-secretive-climate-office-discussed-keeping-
plans-paper-emails-show

114 Congress Report on Obama Carbon Policies and Influence of Green Groups:
http://www.scientificintegrityinstitute.org/USSEWP080415.pdf

Heartland Institute Summary as of 2015 of Obama Administration War on Carbon:
https://heartland.org/opinion/senate-exposes-epa-green-group-secret-collusion-on-carbon-
rules/

WUWT Feb. 19, 2023, Check the Facts on Sea Level Rise and Global Warming:
https://wattsupwiththat.com/2023/02/19/hey-axios-try-looking-at-real-data-it-shows-ice-sheet-
melting-is-not-dangerous/

WUWT, “What if there is No Global Warming?”:
https://wattsupwiththat.com/2019/12/01/what-if-there-is-no-climate-emergency-2/

CO; Coalition, an excellent web site of science-based facts:
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Part-5---Climate-and-Human-History---Presidents--Day-
Edition.htm|?s0id=1101509381788&aid=TFL6KBbJ3-4

Net Zero Carbon web site: https://mailchi.mp/07764ca3f704/net-zeros-global-winner-china-
1937477?e=9e46528acb

Hurricane Activity is Not Getting Worse, GWPF: https://mailchi.mp/Obfe3ba60e9a/hurricane-
activity-not-getting-worse-new-paper-shows-194183?e=6ae7fec309

Ohio Train Disaster Exposes Democrats Hypocrisy on Environmental Protection:
https://www.heritage.org/environment/commentary/ohio-train-derailment-highlights-
democrats-environmental-hypocrisy-reveals

EPA and Environmental Justice: https://www.utilitydive.com/news/environmental-justice-
definition-epa-disadvantage-

community/643395/?utm_source=Sailthru&utm medium=email&utm campaign=Issue:%20202
3-02-23%20Utility%20Dive%20Newsletter%20%5Bissue:48283%5D&utm term=Utility%20Dive
EPA Tightens Air Toxics Rules, Feb. 23, 2023. A Lethal Regulation for Coal Plants:
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/epa-mercury-and-air-toxics-standards-mats-coal-power-
plant/643145/

EPA “Clean Air Progress” : https://gispub.epa.gov/air/trendsreport/2021/#introduction

EPA Growth of Economy, Population, Miles Driven and Still Air is Cleaner, Progress Chart:
https://gispub.epa.gov/air/trendsreport/2021/#growth w cleaner_air

The Start of a U.S. Power Crisis, by Terry Jarrett, MO Newspaper, Mercury, Feb. 22, 2023:
https://www-pottsmerc-
com.cdn.ampproject.org/c/s/www.pottsmerc.com/2023/02/22/terry-jarrett-the-start-of-a-u-
s-power-grid-crisis/amp/

NOAA Data & Graph of Sea Level Rise at New York Harbor-1850-2020:
https://tidesandcurrents.noaa.gov/sltrends/sltrends station.shtml?id=8518750
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https://www.foxnews.com/politics/environmental-groups-play-key-role-biden-admin-foreign-policy-emails-show
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/environmental-groups-play-key-role-biden-admin-foreign-policy-emails-show
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/john-kerrys-secretive-climate-office-discussed-keeping-plans-paper-emails-show
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/john-kerrys-secretive-climate-office-discussed-keeping-plans-paper-emails-show
http://www.scientificintegrityinstitute.org/USSEWP080415.pdf
https://heartland.org/opinion/senate-exposes-epa-green-group-secret-collusion-on-carbon-rules/
https://heartland.org/opinion/senate-exposes-epa-green-group-secret-collusion-on-carbon-rules/
https://wattsupwiththat.com/2023/02/19/hey-axios-try-looking-at-real-data-it-shows-ice-sheet-melting-is-not-dangerous/
https://wattsupwiththat.com/2023/02/19/hey-axios-try-looking-at-real-data-it-shows-ice-sheet-melting-is-not-dangerous/
https://wattsupwiththat.com/2019/12/01/what-if-there-is-no-climate-emergency-2/
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Part-5---Climate-and-Human-History---Presidents--Day-Edition.html?soid=1101509381788&aid=TFL6KBbJ3-4
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Part-5---Climate-and-Human-History---Presidents--Day-Edition.html?soid=1101509381788&aid=TFL6KBbJ3-4
https://mailchi.mp/07764ca3f704/net-zeros-global-winner-china-193747?e=9e46528ac6
https://mailchi.mp/07764ca3f704/net-zeros-global-winner-china-193747?e=9e46528ac6
https://mailchi.mp/0bfe3ba60e9a/hurricane-activity-not-getting-worse-new-paper-shows-194183?e=6ae7fec309
https://mailchi.mp/0bfe3ba60e9a/hurricane-activity-not-getting-worse-new-paper-shows-194183?e=6ae7fec309
https://www.heritage.org/environment/commentary/ohio-train-derailment-highlights-democrats-environmental-hypocrisy-reveals
https://www.heritage.org/environment/commentary/ohio-train-derailment-highlights-democrats-environmental-hypocrisy-reveals
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/environmental-justice-definition-epa-disadvantage-community/643395/?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Issue:%202023-02-23%20Utility%20Dive%20Newsletter%20%5Bissue:48283%5D&utm_term=Utility%20Dive
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/environmental-justice-definition-epa-disadvantage-community/643395/?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Issue:%202023-02-23%20Utility%20Dive%20Newsletter%20%5Bissue:48283%5D&utm_term=Utility%20Dive
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/environmental-justice-definition-epa-disadvantage-community/643395/?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Issue:%202023-02-23%20Utility%20Dive%20Newsletter%20%5Bissue:48283%5D&utm_term=Utility%20Dive
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/environmental-justice-definition-epa-disadvantage-community/643395/?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Issue:%202023-02-23%20Utility%20Dive%20Newsletter%20%5Bissue:48283%5D&utm_term=Utility%20Dive
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/epa-mercury-and-air-toxics-standards-mats-coal-power-plant/643145/
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/epa-mercury-and-air-toxics-standards-mats-coal-power-plant/643145/
https://gispub.epa.gov/air/trendsreport/2021/#introduction
https://gispub.epa.gov/air/trendsreport/2021/#growth_w_cleaner_air
https://www-pottsmerc-com.cdn.ampproject.org/c/s/www.pottsmerc.com/2023/02/22/terry-jarrett-the-start-of-a-u-s-power-grid-crisis/amp/
https://www-pottsmerc-com.cdn.ampproject.org/c/s/www.pottsmerc.com/2023/02/22/terry-jarrett-the-start-of-a-u-s-power-grid-crisis/amp/
https://www-pottsmerc-com.cdn.ampproject.org/c/s/www.pottsmerc.com/2023/02/22/terry-jarrett-the-start-of-a-u-s-power-grid-crisis/amp/
https://tidesandcurrents.noaa.gov/sltrends/sltrends_station.shtml?id=8518750

33. WSJ Article on Blackout Risks from too much wind and solar:
https://www.wsj.com/articles/electricity-shortage-warnings-grow-across-u-s-11652002380

34. Why your Electric Costs are Surging and likely to go higher, March 15, 2022:
https://www.wsj.com/articles/why-your-electric-bill-is-soaringand-likely-to-go-higher-
11647250380?mod=hp_ featst pos4

From “Utility Dive” Electric Utilities Publication:
IRA ‘turbocharging’ of clean energy tax credits could boost NextEra, AES, other
renewable developers: S&P

Dive Brief:

e The Inflation Reduction Act’s “turbocharging” of clean energy tax credits could boost
renewable energy developers like NextEra Energy Partners and AES while helping traditionally
fossil-oriented power companies such as Vistra pivot towards solar and energy storage,
according to S&P Global Ratings.

o Renewable energy developers like Brookfield Renewable Partners, Clearway Energy and
Pattern Energy Group could also benefit by providing electricity to make green hydrogen, S&P
analysts said in a Sept. 8 report, adding that nuclear power plants owned by Constellation
Energy Generation, Energy Harbor, NRG Energy and other companies could also be used to
produce green hydrogen.

o The law will also facilitate the move away from fossil fuels, the report said. “We think the
legislation might pave the way for firm power by making renewable generation more reliable
through co-located battery storage, and also by making green hydrogen economical about 10
years earlier than anticipated,” the S&P analysts said.

Dive Insight:

The IRA, which became law last month, could be a “gamechanger” for the power sector, driven by
long-term production and investment tax credits, S&P analysts said.

“A key aspect to the Act is the technology neutral standpoint, which allows for certain regions to take
advantage of renewable technology that best suits its needs and capabilities, as well as leaving room
for new technology as developed,” the analysts said.

The investment tax credit for onshore wind and solar starts at 30%, but if certain criteria are met, it
could be as high as 70% for projects under 5 MW and 50% for larger projects, according to the report.

“We think renewables will become even more cost competitive, accelerating the proliferation of
installations,” the analysts said. “Both [NextEra Energy Partners] and AES have strong incumbent
positions and are high-growth, innovative participants.”

A package of clean hydrogen tax incentives may be the IRA’s most significant provision, according to
the analysts. Under the law, low-carbon hydrogen production facilities can take advantage of a
production tax credit for the first 10 years the facility is operating, they noted.

“We think it accelerates the economics of hydrogen a decade ahead, which will both compete with,
and complement, batteries,” the analysts said.
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The law provides major support for merchant nuclear power plants, according to the report.

“It was only three years ago that nuclear plants were economically beleaguered and retirements were
being announced,” the S&P analysts said. “The PTCs change the model for unregulated nuclear power
generators from a merchant business to a nine-year contracted business, with floor pricing of
$40/MWh to $44/MWh.”

In part, the IRA will help foster the shift away from large, fossil-fueled power plants by making it
easier to provide firm power from intermittent resources like wind and solar, according to the report.

“We think sometime soon, technology will get to a point where delivered power is entirely clean, firm,

and cheap. But the electric grid is still transitioning, and it’s not quite there yet,” the S&P analysts
said. “Among clean, firm, and cheap power, it appears that right now the choice is any two.”
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