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ATTENDANCE: Notice of apologies and guests and/or meal specifics to email Paul Spiller at 

dr.paul.spiller@gmail.com and copy to Bill Meyer at meyport@iafrica.com 

before 10h00 on Monday mornings please. 

 
 

Comment 

Prioritising Early Childhood Development would improve 
pass rates 

By Refiloe Nt’sekhe in The Daily Maverick 

‘In early childhood you may lay the foundation of poverty or riches, industry of idleness, good 
or evil, by the habits to which you train your children. Teach them right habits then, and their 
future life is safe.’ – Lydia Sigourney 

According to the latest StatsSA Community Survey 2016 indicates that our current population 
stands at 55.6-million South Africans of which 21.1-million or 36.2% make up the total youth 
population (15-34 years of age); 91.3% of the youth fall in the category of unskilled, 
unemployed and unemployable; 3-million of the 21.1-million youth, are single moms heading 
up households across the country and only a mere 309,133 South Africans are enrolled in pre-
primary school.  

Early childhood development (ECD) appears to be one of the topics that most of us ignore, 
when it should be our primary focus. We are caught up with matric results and how that would 
affect or shape the future for millions of South Africans writing this crucial national examination.  

Indeed, studies have shown that the most important period of life for educational development 
is not the age of university studies or completing secondary school, but the first one, the period 
from birth to the age of six.  
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As a nation and as a people, we have neglected early childhood development. We have lost 
focus on what is important in raising our children and we must accept this fact and start doing 
something about it.  

uTata Madiba once said: “Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to 
change the world.” These words should forever echo in the minds of parents, educators and 
society.  

I am a mother of three handsome boys who I challenge daily to think, to reason and to question 
the world around them. I encourage them to use the tools which they are provided with at 
school to empower themselves and to allow themselves to dream.  

It is unfortunate that our primary school intake starts late, at the age of seven. By this time, 
childhood psychology tells us that most values have been cemented, most habits have been 
formed and most importantly, at this age, futures have already been shaped. This may 
certainly change over long period of time; however, the most crucial, are the formative years 
of a child’s life, and this starts before primary school.  

The Nigerian Proverb “It takes a village to raise a child” should remind us of how many 
interventions and interactions a child deserves before it enters official government structures 
ie primary, high school, TVET colleges or university.  

Currently, ECD Centres which are placed under the auspices of the National and Provincial 
departments of Social Development, shows that early educational intervention is not taken 
seriously in our country. The spotlight on these centres have only shone due to inadequate 
output (matric results).  

Research and Education Expert at Stellenbosch University, Nic Spaull, says that providing at 
least one year of quality ECD education to all students is likely to improve student 
performance. This is especially true for poorer students who would otherwise start primary 
school at a disadvantage. Improving the quality of preschool education offered to the poor is 
also necessary if the full benefit of this policy intervention is to be felt.  

Access to reading textbooks: Pupils from low-income households are less likely to have direct 
access to textbooks. Since there is a strong positive correlation between reading textbook 
access and reading performance, targeting policies and funds towards reading-textbook 
provision will have an impact on student performance. This is especially true for pupils from a 
disadvantaged socio-economic background.  

Literacy statistics are shocking in our country. According to research released in December 
2017 by the University of Pretoria‚ eight out of 10 Grade 4 pupils still cannot read at an 
appropriate level.  

South Africa was placed last out of 50 countries in the Progress in International Reading 
Literacy Study (PIRLS) which included nearly 320‚000 children globally.  

The ability to read in Grade 4 is regarded as crucial by many education experts around the 
globe, this is because as of Grades 1 to 3 you learn to read‚ and from grades 4 to 12 you read 
to learn.  

Once again, Education Expert Nic Spaull said in an article by TimesLive, an inability to read 
properly meant that “many learners never get a firm grasp on the first rung of the academic 
ladder and fall further and further behind”.  

There are far too many young children in poor communities whose developmental needs are 
not being met. Almost 4-million children in South Africa do not have access to any form of 
ECD, and almost 3-million of these children do not receive their daily nutritional requirements.  

To level the playing field and bridge the gap between rich and poor, the have’s and have not’s 
and that of the disadvantaged and the advantaged, we must look to developing our children’s 
cognitive, physical and emotional abilities at a young age.  
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ECD centres must become a priority to give every child a fair chance for success at school.  

The reality, however painful to accept, is that we are failing our children dismally. According 
to the Department of Social Development’s Audit Report of ECD centres in the country, 51.7% 
of children aged 0-4 have no access to any form of ECD, while 13% of 5-year-olds have no 
access either.  

Further to this, the Audit Report, found that 70% of ECD centres are not suited to providing 
necessary services to our young children. This is alarming to say the least.  

A recent study by the University of KwaZulu-Natal found that many ECD facilities, especially 
in informal settlements, are not registered and fail to comply with basic requirements and 
standards set by the Department of Social Development.  

Some of the contributing factors that are controlled by environmental health within 
municipalities are requirements for certain types of sanitation, facilities for preparations of food 
and others.  

In many cases, these strict requirements can never be met. In addition, if an informal 
settlement is not formalised then an ECD facility will never comply with the requirements to 
open its doors to the public. The unfortunate reality is many informal settlements in South 
Africa are not formalised.  

The journey of our children’s lives through the education system must be followed attentively.  

The DA offers some solutions to ensure that a child’s education is a priority. These involve 
changing interventions and shifting focus from merely chasing after matric pass rate 
percentages to ensuring that educating every child is a major priority. These are radical 
changes which the DA in government will make to systemically change our education system 
to work for all South Africans.  

The state must be the net which catches all children from birth to adulthood, especially when 
there is no safety net to catch struggling mothers and their children, or orphans who fall 
through the cracks. A caring and responsible government would not allow anyone to fall 
through the cracks without having to reach out and extend services to ensure their needs are 
met and that they are treated equally and have access to opportunities.  

To do this requires total change and a paradigm shift which will see government Departments 
of Health, Social Development and Education work together in ensuring no child is left behind.  

The paradigm shift necessary is to rethink child support grants which increase and include an 
allowance to ensure children’s nutritional needs for optimal learning.  

Basic Education should formalise the integration of two years for Grade R in primary schools, 
which would cover children aged 5-6.  

Together with the Department of Social Development, Basic Education should collaborate with 
community-based and non-governmental organisations to develop a network of ECD centres 
that would reach children aged 0-4.  

It remains a tragedy that access to quality education remains skewed according to income 
level, that in turn correlates with race. As part of the DA, I will commit myself to changing the 
structural inequalities that divide our people.  

The ultimate solution lies in taking those already working and running existing ECD’s, 
empowering them with the skills of running such a facility, and training them on how and what 
to teach children.  

No child should be left behind. This is the new beginning needed for children in their first years 
of schooling and foundation phase lifelong learning – the kind of beginning that will also ensure 
school readiness, and better results for when we next count the percentages for pass rates in 
matric. 
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Previous Meeting 

Minutes of the meeting on 19 February 2018 Scribe: Ian Pursch 

Sergeant Geraldine Nicol opened the meeting and called on President Graham Finlayson. He 

welcomed guests: Pam and Dave Rawbone (RC Belville), Flavia Paiva (incoming long-term 

exchange student from Sao Paulo), Debbie and Koos Kitshoff (host parents for Flavia), Nina 

Brown (recent short-term exchange student to Japan) and her parents Gordon and Robyn.  

Referring to Rotary’s birthday four days hence, Sgt Geraldine gave some interesting facts from the 

D9350 project data collection – so far, from 33 clubs we know of 497 current projects representing 

nearly R50k in value per Rotarian. 

Wybe Meinesz gave us the 4 Way Test and Billy Meyer the grace and multiple toasts. The Stirrer’s 

Spoon was transferred from Paul Spiller to Jenny Ibbotson in recognition of her readiness to step in 

wherever needed. Paul then conducted the Wine Swindle, in favour of Shân Biesman-Simons. 

Sgt Geraldine introduced as speaker our own Rtn Andrew Peile who, although fleeing the UK 

annually to summer in Cape Town, recently pointed out to the club that he is not a swallow. 

Andrew, claiming to be the oldest in the room, gave us a most entertaining account of his early life 

in times that were very different. We heard tales of his travel as a steerage mail ship passenger and 

to Bulawayo; early work on a cattle ranch; learning tobacco farming (and Zambesi fishing); an 

interlude in the UK chauffeuring a bishop and making sword handles; the setting up of a tobacco 

farm in (then) northern Rhodesia; and how Iona made an honest man of him despite being brought 

to an 18 by 6 metre cottage and putting up with underwear-staining water. We look forward to Part 

Two of Andrew’s life! Vanessa Rousseau thanked him on behalf of us all. 

After dinner Pam Rawbone, as District Chair of the youth exchange programme, thanked Newlands 

for partnering with Claremont and Belville as host clubs for Flavia, who then said a short hello to 

us. Nina Brown then gave us a presentation of her time in Japan. 

Spots: 

Richard Burnett told us the horror story of his ransomware attack, still ongoing, and warned of the 

dangers of opening attachments. 

Jenny Howard thanked Corinne, Jana and Vanessa for great work with Cycle Tour documents. 

Chris Beech asked one Rotarian in each area to liaise with the Ward Councillor and 

Neighbourhood Watch on plans for Day Zero and vulnerable folk needing assistance. We will be 

sent a framework for this. 

President Graham encouraged us to support Jenny in making the Cycle Tour a success and the 

meeting was duly closed by Sergeant Geraldine. 
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Previous Previous Meeting 

Minutes of the meeting on 12 February 2018 Scribe: Peter Henshilwood 

Sergeant Brian opened the meeting and asked Pres. Graham to welcome the guests 

He welcomed our guest Speaker. He ask us to pause to respect passing of 2 members of Rotary 

family. 

4 way test - Tony vdL            

Toast/Grace John S 

Wine swindle: won by Graham L  

Stirrers spoon: no movement 

Introduce Speaker 

Introduced by Wendy. Stanley Sayers, who worked for CC 

Was driving force behind Rotary Health 2 Days 

Gave us summary of the 2 day stats 

Thanked us for our help, as would never have been successful without us. 

Hoped we would be involved in future 

Thanked by Mike W 

SPOTS 

Justin from Wynberg Rotary asked us to attend one of their meetings with Braam Malherbe in 

March. Ticket being sold at R40 

Tinus: had chairs for any takers 

Shelly, Rotary birthday: How to celebrate? Decided to have kids birthday 

Jenny H: Cycle tour meeting on 6th March, not to be missed 

Geraldine: Meeting later, water 

Henry: Leap results were excellent 

PRES SLOT 

Re Conference, any resolutions, policy adjustments etc in by 14 April 

Thanked Speaker for his passion 

Happy rand were collected 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

27 February 

Pippa McLeod 
3 March 

Colin Burke 
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www.facebook.com/newlandsrotary 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Funny Typos 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

FUTURE FIXTURES 

Year Planner 

Please advise the secretary promptly of 
any additions or changes 
 
February 2018 
Mon 26 Business 
 
March 2018 
Mon 5 Partners 
Sun 11 Cape Town Cycle Tour 
Mon 12 War Stories 
Mon 19 Ordinary 
Mon 26 Business 
 
April 2018 
Mon 2 No meeting (Easter Monday) 
Mon 9 Partners? 

Jenny Ibbotson 

 

 

Newlands Rotary ClubRunner Calendar 
 
 

http://www.facebook.com/newlandsrotary
http://newlands.org.za/Events/Calendar
http://www.facebook.com/newlandsrotary
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UMPIRES AND SCORERS 

DATE 26 February 5 March 12 March 19 March 

MEETING Business Partners War Stories Ordinary 

SERGEANT TBA Lew Botha Colin Burke Shelley Finch 

4 WAY TEST/ 

OBJECT 
Graham Lowden 

Anthony 

Galloway 
John Stephenson Ian Pursch 

GRACE & TOAST 
Pieter van 

Aswegen 
Paul Spiller 

Shân Biesman-

Simons 
Geraldine Nicol 

ATTENDANCE Corinne Hudson Chris Beech Andy Ismay Bill Holland 

FELLOWSHIP Heidi Andersson 
Rochelle 

Malherbe 
Brian Pickup Johnny Hurwitz 

MINUTES Richard House Jamie Hart Jana Forrester Barbara Hurwitz 

COMMENT Jenny Ibbotson Michael Walwyn Garnet Carr Bill Meyer 

THANK SPEAKER  Wendy Goddard  Andrew Peile 

INTRO SPEAKER  Glynis Menné  Terry Lancaster 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Invited 
GUEST SPEAKERS 

 5 Mar Ian Domisse – Eco Bricks 

 

If you cannot do your job on the day, please find 

someone who can do it instead of you, then contact the 

Sergeant on the day to update the roster.  Please don't 

leave this until the Monday afternoon – let the 

Sergeant know in advance if you have not been able to 

arrange a swap. If you are going to be away for 

particular future meetings let Peter Ennis know.  
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Rotary Club of Newlands Office Bearers 

Graham Finlayson President graham@gfinarch.co.za 

Bill Meyer Secretary meyport@iafrica.com 

Peter Ennis  Treasurer treasurer@newlands.org.za 

Corinne Hudson Community Service corinne.hudson@gmail.com 

Paul Spiller Club Service dr.paul.spiller@gmail.com 

Jenny Ibbotson International & Vocational Service jennyi@mweb.co.za 

Regine le Roux  Public Relations rotary@reputationmatters.co.za 

Vanessa Rousseau Youth Service rousseau@iafrica.com 

Shân Biesman-Simons Membership shan@biesman.co.za 

Andy Ismay Entrepreneurship andy@quicktint.co.za 

Jenny Howard President Elect jenny@chezgourmet.co.za 

Chris Beech Past President christopher.beech67@gmail.com 

 

Books for the World 

For all educational school books and novels for 

age from early education to High school  

CONTACT:  FRANCOISE NDAYIZIGIYE 0737317056 

St Anthony’s Catholic Church, Ndabeni Street, Langa 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


