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“The Cedar Rapids-West Rotary

Club operates on a firm foundation.
As Rotarians, we know who we are by
understanding what we do. We make
a difference.”

— William C. Jucobson,
Charter Member




Introduction

On Saturday evening, May 14, 2005, members of Cedar Rapids-West Rotary Club will
gather at the Touch of Class Banguet and Convention Center to celebrate the club's Silver
Anniversary.

Under the capable leadership of Wayne Josifek as general charman, the 25th Anniversary
Committee coordinated activities celebrating this great oceasion. The committee first met in
July, 2003, and determined there were two components for this celebration: the creation of an
historic record of the club’s first 25 years and a special evening to celebrate the club’s accom-
plishments. Kathy Kaiser assumed leadership of the historic record committee, and Rhonda
MeCombs led the celebration event committee.

This book is the culmination of the work of the historic record committee. Many people con-
tributed photos, reminiscences, and written material for this book. Though we were somewhat
concerned at the beginning about the small amoumt of historieal material available, by fall the
nformation and photos began to pour in from the members. Ultimately, we had much more
than we could use, but we are extremely grateful 1o all who provided such rich resources for
our record. Whenever possible, we have credited those who made contributions.

Cedar Rapids-West Rotary Club has a notable record of “service above sell” 11 is a club that
15 known for communmity leadership, for devoted members, for international outreach, and for
having a pood time. As Tom Ecker, our first president, put it, from the very beginning, “the
meetings were always fun with humor an integral part of the format™

We hope that this book captures and honars the spirit of the Cedar Rapids-West Rotary Club as
well as chronicling its activities. And we fervently hope that all who read it will enjoy and
remember!

Tue History Book CoOMMITTEE:

Kathy Kaiser Chair Kay Graber, Editor Wayne Josifek, Gen. Chairman
George Branstener Len Melichar Gary O 'Brien
Lyle Huanson Bl Sacobson Kim Kudef

Marilva Lefebure Rhonda McCombs
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. Rotary Roots

Chartering of the Club

In 1980, the birth of a new Rotary club in Cedar Rapids

was an idea whose time had come. The idea originated from
an ad hoc committee made up of three members of the Cedar
Rapids Rotary Club, who were charged with determining
ways to limit the growth of the downtown club. In 1977,

the Cedar Rapids Rotary Club had nearly 300 members and
there was concern that the club was becoming too large. On
May 26, 1977, Leo Nussbaum, chairman of the ad hoc
committee, submitted a report to Cedar Rapids Rotary Club
president, Tom Ecker, stating that they had considered several
options including the establishment of a new Rotary club in
southwest Cedar Rapids. It was noted that the economic
growth of the west side of the city was stimulated by the
development of Westdale Mall and other businesses in the area,

On September 2, 1979, Jack Laugen, president of the Cedar
Rapids Rotary Club, and his Board of Directors passed a
unanimous resolution “to pursue the project of sponsoning a
Cedar Rapids Rotary club that would meet in the Westdale
Mall™

It was decided that members of the new ¢lub would include
a few downtown Rotarians who would transfer their member-
ship, us well as new members who would be proposed by the
downtown club, The goal was to recruit members on the west
side of the caty.

Early on the morning of February 1, 1980, a group of men
met al York Steak House i the Westdale Mall for the first
provisional meeting of what was soon to become the Cedur
Rapids-West Rotary Club. Dale Sawyer, special representative
and organizer [rom the downtown Rotary Club, called the
meeting to order at 30 seconds after midnight. This unusual
time was selected so that the new club would be the first club
to organize in Rotary’s 75th Anniversary Year, which began
on February 1, At midnight that evening, the temperature was
one depree below zero, and several yawns were noticed among
the assembled Rotarians and their guests,

Twenty-three dedicated Rotanans attended that initial meeting,
mcluding the following officers from the Cedar Rapids
Rotary Club: President Jack Laugen, President-clect Dale
Sawyer, and Secretary Clyde Lindsley.

A constitution and bylaws, almost identical to those of the
Cedar Rapids Rotary Club, were adopted and the new club
voted 1o meet on Wednesdays at York Steak House in
Westdale Mall. Gathering time was set for 11:45 am.. with
the meeting and program to run from 12:15-1:00 p.m,

Elected 1o the Cedar Rapids-West Board of Directors that
evening were Tom Ecker, Harry Whitehead, Craig MeCormick,
Bob Meskimen, Randy Larson, and Bill Jacobson.

The first board meeting was held at 11 am. on February 6,
1980. At this meeting, it was decided that board members
would serve three-year terms. and that the club would elect
two board members each year. An election of ofTicers was
held, and two nominations were received for the club’s ofTicial
name. They were Cedar Rapids-West Rotary Club and Cedar
Rapids Too Rotary Club. Cedar Rapids-West Rotary Club
was the nome chosen,

On March 26, 1980, the new Cedar Rapids-West Rotary Club
was officially chartered by Rotary International. To celcbrate
the oceasion, a “Charter Might™ was held in the ballroom of
the Stouffer’s Five Scasons Hotel on May 14, 1980, Members
of both Rotary clubs and their spouses attended, along with
Distnet Governor Bill Edwards who initiated the 50th club
into District 5970, After dinner, the 22 charter members of
the new club were inducted mto Rotary and the Cedar
Rapids-West Rotary Club was officially born.

Charter Members and Officers
Officers

At the initial board mecting on February 6, 1980, the
following officers were elected:

President
Presideni-Elect/International Service
Committee Chair

Vice President/Club Service
Comrmittee Chair

secretary/ Treasurer

Club Activities Committee Chair
Vocational/Community Service
Commitice Chair

Thomas R, Ecker
Harry 1. Whitehead

Robert C, Meskimen

Randy D. Larson
Craig G, MeCormick
Wilham C. Jacobson

Mher Charter Members

Michael E. Ament
Crug M. Byers
John B. Foens
George Justice
Gerald T, Knox
LaMarr E, Lucas
Donald L. Peters
Michael I Stallman

Raymond H. Blakeman
Mohamed B. El-Dich
Robert ). Holley
Charles R. Kirby
Maithias L, Kriz
Donald J, Melichar
Richard F. Sala
Richard H. Waggoner
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Cedor Rapids-West Rotary's first president, Tom Ecker, receves the clubs
charter certificate from Disinet Governor Ball Edwards. Also presemt were
Cedar Rapeds Dowstown Robiary Presadent Yack Lavpen i President-
cleot Dale Sawver,

Connections with Rotary
International

Cedar Rapids-West Rotary had several initial challenges and
because resources were limited, the early officers supported
many of the club's activities out of their own pockets. Yei the
club leadership has been commutied to s aligniment with
Rotary International from the very beginning, and has taken

many steps over the years to emphasize the importance of the

internatiomil connection 1o the members. Some ol those
steps included the active exchange and display of banners
Irom clubs o other countries, as well as the flags that are
displayed on the president’s table every weck,

Since 1980 Cedar Rapids-West has participated in the inter-
national student exchange program, has supported the
campaign 1o eradicate polio worldwide. and has provided
funds for wheel chairs for persons with disabilities in third-
world countries. By supporting these and other Rotary
International humanitarian efforts, club members have been
able to reach out in the spirit of international friendship and
offer “Service Above Sell”

Each wvear the club has been commitied 1o sending the
incoming presideni to the Intermational Rotary Convention.
Upon their return, these individuals have shared with club
members the fascinating stories of their experiences, Don
Melichar found the 1991 Rotary International Convention in
Mexico City “10 be very interesting and imformative aside
from the civil unrest that was poing on in the country

the time.”

Cedir Buapads-West Rotary Pres. Kathy Toborg with Rotary Intemational
Pres, Frank Deviyn and Pres.-Elect Chnstine Harstad, at the 2001 Rotary
Internationnl Convention in San Antonio,

In sharing her experiences at the 2000 loternational
Convention in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Kathy Toborg
reported. “We loved every moment of our Argentinean expe-
ricnce—the great workshops, informative plenary sessions,
inferesting guest speakers, the Paul Harnis Fellow Luncheon,
the eaxhibition of club and district projects and, perhaps most
of all, our tanzo lessons! All in all, it was the trip of a life-
time. 1 also feel fortunate w have had the opportunity 10
attend two international conventions in the U.5.—one in
Indianapolis gnd the other in San Antonio. They were equally
inspiring and enpoyvable™

CONTRIBUTORS: Mavilvn Lefebure, Writer
Yom Ecker. Photo and Memories

Kathy Toborg, Photo and Memories
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Officers and Organization

Current Board of Directors

Though most Rotary clubs are organized and Tunction in
the same way, there are options in terms of committees and
projects that the organieation selects for a focus.

The Cedar Rapids-West Rotary Club operates with four
officers and o Board of Dircctors that meets monthly. For
2005, the officers are President Dave Baker, First Vice-
President Annctte Brightwell, Second Vice-President Steve
Havlik, and Treasurer Dennis McGivern.

T'he six Directors are the general chairpersons for the various
committees and serve rotating terms. Those Dircctors include
John Mack. Laurel Day. John Negro, Mary Schneekloth, Don
Fuller and Kathy Kaiser

All members are encouraged to join a commitlee and are
surveyed once a year on their preferences. At the current
time, the committees are as follows;

Membership Directory
Fundraising
Voecational Service
Environmental Service

New Member Qrrientation
World Fellowship
International Youth
Community Scrvice

Mewsletter Program

Fun and Frolic Music

Attendance Inter-Club Activitics
Sociil Public Relations
News Club Service

Membership/Classification
Rotary Foundation
Interact

Donations/Scholarships
Computer Technology
Sergeant-at-Arms

25th Anniversary Celebration

Membership

In the past few years, Cedar Rapids-West Rotary membership
has Nuctuated between 130-140 members. Each member
goes through an orientation conducted by Jerry Springston
at his home. When Kathy Toborg was president, she initiated
a mentor program for new members. Some would say she
carnied out her program to the ultimate, While personally
introducing a potential new member, Ben Halupmik, she
announced, “In an effort to make Ben feel welcome and
comfortable in our club, I've agreed 1o marry him next
month.” The club erupted. Mike Klappholz came 1o the mic
and sand, “We'll do anvihing to atiract new members!”

The club first admitted women in 1987, and the first woman
presudent was Darla Peterson. Since then, in spite of some
good mitured and humorous barbs between Bill Jacobson
and Theresa Anderson during Fun and Frolic, men and
women have served equally and shared responsibilities for
everything the club does, from building Habitat houses and
playground equipment 1o being president and organizing
youth exchanges,

Darla Peterson tells the story of when she became president
i 1995, She cagerly told her Father, also a Rotarian, about
her new office, and invited him to come visit the club. “My
{ather looked at me in shock and said, ‘President! How can
this be? Women can't even join this club!™ She quickly adds
that he did come to a mecting and was very proud that his
daughter was in Rotary.

she also recounts what a new experience her lirst meeting
wats, .. the surprise of all the things that happen “behind the
seenes” and the time needed to pet everything included at the
pedium. She echoed what many of us wonder: What would
we do without Denny?!

The presidents of our club through the vears have each
contributed greatly with their own talents and style of
leadership. An appendix to this book includes photos and
biographies of our 25 former presidents.

2005 Board members and officers: (back) John Mack, Don Fuller, Pres,
Diwve Baker, John Negro, and Secy. Denny MoGivern; {front) 151 Vice-
Fres, Annette Brightwell, 2nd Vice-Pres, Steve Havlik, and Mary
Schncckloth, (Not present: Laorel Day and Kathy Kaiser)

Conrrisurors:  Kathy Tohorg, Mentories

Darla Peterson, Memaries
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Tales to Tell

Fun and Frolic

Cedar Rapids-West Rotary was founded on the premise of
having a good time. As business and professional people
gather for lunch cach week, it was felt that a Rotary meeting
should be light and fun for those in attendance, Ample
evidence exists that laughter is good for the body, mind

and soul.

Tom Ecker. cur [irst president, used his effective sense of
humor to set the tone, He didn’t let anyone take things too
seriously, His imprint on the club made humor a part of the
club activity for the next 25 vears. Each succeeding president
brought his or her style to the lighter side of the mectings,
Bt not all presidents were comfortable m this role, Thus was
born the “Fun and Frolic Committes.”

The first Fun and Frohe chair was John Thornton, a loeal
dentist with a strong Southern drawl. Others stepped forward
o carry on the tradition. Who among us will ever Torge! Kim
Kudejs famous story about her Mother’s Day present, which
to this day we are not sure was truth or fiction!

On days when time permits, three to five manutes 15 set

aside for jokes, humorous activities and dilTerent perspectives
on situations. As Fun and Frolic time evolved, it also became
a way 1o raise money for the club, Commitiee members
began to fine the audience, usually no more than a dollar. for
some infraction of a “Fun and Frolic Law.” These laws arc
siuational with functional rather than legal authority. Getting
your pame or prelure i the paper isa sure way fo be fined!
The club has carmned approximately one thousand dollars a
year from these fines, which goes for service projects,

Humor can get out of hand. The Fun and Frolic Committee
maintains a set of standards and expectations on the appro-
priateness of jokes and jabs. The emphasis is on Iiughing
with and not at individuals in the club. OFf course, when Mike
Klappholz is the focus of the humor, everything is fair game!

Friendships and Social Outings:
Fishing and Bowling

Many friendships are formed and a lot of “tales™ are told by
Cedar Rapids-West Rotanians who get together outside of
club meetings. Such were the fishing trips organized by
Gary Pribyl,

According to Morris Greenfield, known affectionately as
Greenie, the fishing trips evolved when he and Gary Pribyl
fished and attended a dinner and talk from a DNR represen-
tative set up by the Dubugque Clubs near Bellevoe, The repre-
sentative explained where the fish go during different times
of the year, but they already had that figured out.. they

were hiding!

From that experience and
the fun they had, Gary
came up with the idea 1o
organize a trip to Many
Point Lake in northwest
Minnesota. Gary organized
all the food, lodging, and
boats. They had nice dock-
side cabins, good boats and
molors, though some of the
Fishermen pulled their own
rigs for the tnp.

According to Greenie, the
Ishing was great fun, but
even better were the great
fricndships and the stones
that came out of each trip!
They Il never forget John
Thornton {alling out of his
boat and souking all of his cold weather gear along with
everything else. Larry Frahm and Greenie were lishing

Florian Goedken proves that not all
the tish are hiding!

Cary Pabyl was the organizer of the Tishmg frips.




together when Larry caught a 15 Ib. fish and didn’t know
what 1t was. Greenie told him it was a King Salmon, and he
wanted to go back and show the guys his great cateh! The
laughter is still echoing through the trees up north as he
proudly held up his 15 Ib. carp!

There were four fishing trips in all, and Greenie credits Gary
with putting them together and making them work. That's
what Rotarians are all about!

Another small group of Rotarians formed g bowling team
and get together every Monday night (32 weeks a vear) o
compete against other service clubs. Actually, Rotary clubs
in Cedar Rapids have participated in the service club league
since 1958, which used to include Rotary, Kiwanis, Serfoma,
Lions. Optimisis. and the Civitan clubs, They used to bowl at
Tropic Lanes, which no longer exists, but then moved to
Lancer Lanes, Cedar Rapids-West Rotary team joined the
group approximately twelve years ago.

Over the years, the Cedar Rapids-West bowling tecam has
always included a club president or past president, The cur-
rent bowling team roster includes Don Melichar, Dave Baker,
Wayne Josifek, Ben Halupnik, Frank Stevens 111, C rystal
Usher, John Negro, Jay Melichar and Joseph Collins.

The team frequently reports its scores at club meetings. It is
reported that Don Melichar first demonstrated his amazing
balancing capabilities at a bowling league get-together.

CoNTRIBUTORS:  Morris Greenfield,
Memaories and Photos
Crywral Usher, Writer
Cary Pribvl, Photos




Activities

Besides the club meetings and small-proup social outings, Environmental Media Contest for students throughout the
Cedar Rapids-West Rotary Club members have joined community. Students at all grade levels submit posters,
together 10 raise money and awareness for causes that are videos and multi-media presentations depicting environmen-
important to them, tal concerns, Club members serve as judges and the winning

submissions are displayed for the club. The winners at cach

Most notable among these has been the annual Gourmet : ;
& level are awarded a tree for planting ai their school,

Pancake Breakfast, held in mid-March at Jefferson High

School. Proceeds from this dinner go for scholarships for Smee 2001, ten members of Cedar Rapids-West Rotary
Kirkwood Community College students and for vanous have consistently read to first graders at Yan Buren School
charitable groups in the community. The first Gourmet as “Rock and Readers™ and touched the lives of over 400
Pancake Breakfast was held in 1987, By now, the proceeds children. These are “at nsk™ children who ask “'Where is the
have reached more than 512,000 annually, and nearly 1,000 big man in the suit?” on Rock-and-Read Day because the
peaple attend. suit, that symbol of a professional person, 1s alien to the life

they know. Their time with their Rotary Rock-and-Reader
may be the only time any adult has read just to them. Martha
Aldrich has organized this activity,

For the past six years, the Environmental Education
Committee, led by Reid Zehrbach, has sponsored an

Reid Zehrbach joins the winning stedent at Jefferson High School in Fotary members afso formed o bowling team for the Bowl-a-then 1o
plonting o tree ns 8 reward for the Emvironmental Media Contest. Benelin the Boys ond Garls Club o July, 20068,



Mary Jen Bear, Carol Lensing, and Kay Graber serve pancakes and frui
while Bob McMahon and Bruce Hamous replenish the epps at the 2K
Pancake Breakiast,

Bill facobson, Steve Gralam and Tammy Heitt are grear pancake fippers

arla Peterson and Gary Pribyl are supposed 1o be working!

Greemie pets ready to ralfle off donated i1ems 1o those w ith the
fueky numbers,
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Results and Accomplishments

Two District Governors

The strength of any organization 15 in its members, and
two of Cedar Rapids-West Rotarys members certainly
demonstrate that strength by becoming District Governors.

Jerry Springston was the first Disirict Governor from our
club, serving in 1992-93, The theme that vear was “Real
Happiness is Helping Others!™ Jerry credits as highlights of
his term in office the citation from Rotary International
President Clifford Dochterman for our club, the founding of
a new Rotary Club at Bancrofl, a Group Study Exchange
team sent to France, five Rotary Foundation Ambassadonal
Scholarships, and district membership reaching an all-time
high of 3,300,

By the time Don Melichar served as District Governor in
2002-2003, the number of clubs had reached 56. The theme
that vear was "Sow the Seeds of Love™ which Don and
Cedar Rapids-West Rotary President Larry Johnson affirmed
through pins given to various members of the club for mem-
orable accomplishmenis. Don's emphasis during his 1erm and
throughout his years in Rolary was (o increase piving 1o the
Rotary Foundation and Polio Plus. During his term, the
district contributed a record amount, with every club in the
district contributing. He also started a new club, Cedar
Rapids-Hiawatha Metro North,

Group Study Exchange

Cedar Rapids-West Rotary Club has emphbasized its interna-
tional connections in many ways, not the least of which has
been the participation in the Group Study Exchange Program,
The club has both sent and received groups of young busi-

Members of the GSE team from Sao Powlo, Braeal, visi Diomond Y e 2004

Don Melichar presenis a Paul Hams Fellowship to Lyan Kehm, on behall
of his son, Mike Kehim

Rosarians ofien give Paul
Harris Fellowships in
hsmar of family members
Pres, Larry Johnson pre-
sented a Paul Harns
Fellowship to his wife.

nesspersons from other countries, organizing home stays and
visits 1o businesses, training opportunities and manufacturing
i the community.

Three New Clubs

Rotary is too fine an expenience not 1o be shared, and
Cedar Rapids-West Rotary has shared in the ultimate way by
starting three new clubs: Sunrise, Daybreak and Ely-Gateway.

Between paperwork and footwork, the process of starting a
new club takes the better part of a year, It begins with
soliciting other clubs in the arca to share their territory with
the proposed club. A survey of the community and potential
member classifications is then conducted. 1T the survey
shows justification for a new club, a mecting place, day and
hour are selected, officers chosen, and weekly meetings
beoin. A pew club cannot be chartered wnul 2 minnmum of




23 persons have been certified by classification and paid
their dues.

The Cedar Rapids-Sunrise Rotary club was chartered in 1990
at Collins Plaza Hotel with 32 members. Toduy the club has
more than 50 members and meets at Elmerest Country Club

The Cedar Rapids-Daybreak Rotary Club was chartered in
1995 with 38 members,

Today, they have more than 100 members and also meet at
Elmerest Country Club. A member of Daybreak. Ken Kolek,
will be District Governor in 20006-2007,

The Ely-Gateway Rotary Club was founded in 2001 It is
designated a “new model club” with only the obligations of
paying international dues and supporting the ohjectives of
Rotary. It does not meet weekly and is not bound 1o rules of
classification and attendanee,

Cedar Rapids-West Rotary is extremely proud 1o have
launched these new clubs and introduced the raditions and
vitlues of Rotary to so many new members

Interact Club

The newest and possibly the most far-reaching accomplish-
ment is the beginning of an Interact Club at Washington
High School in Cedar Rapids. The club was formed in
September, 2004, and officially chartered in November with
62 members under the leadership of President Matthew
Jarvey. Two members of Cedar Rapids-West Rotary, Laura
Vint and Chris Kubicek. formed the elub, assisted by ill
Jacobson. Don Melichar, Larry Johnson. Mary Schneekloth
and Jave Kennedy.

In a short time the Interact Club has accomplished amazing
things. Members recite the Four-Way Pledpe at the beginning
of every meeting to help them focus on the goals of Rotary,
Their Service Committee is committed 1o performing one
service a month. In October, they assisted Four Oaks. Ine.
with their PumpkinFest by picking acres of pumpkins, In
November, they sponsored a food drive for Foundation 11,

The Social Committee sponsored an information event that
brought in forty parents to leurn more abow Rotary. The
Public Relations Committee has set up a display case in the
entrance of the high school to promote Rotary and service
opportunitics, They have established a web site. plan 1o issue
bi-monthly newsletters and are developing a Power Poimt
presentation on the club.

I'he Imternal Communications Committee sends oul c-mai
and reminders to club members and is developing a parents’
c-mail directory. The Membership Committee Jaunched a

b

successful membership drive and brought in twenty new
members. They are committed 1o supporting two Washington
High School studenis who are currently in Belgium and
Germany as Rotary Exchange students, as well as the Rotary
Exchange student from Mexico currently attending WHS.

And the Logistics Committee recently identified 120 non-
profit 501¢3 corporanions in the WHS attendance boundarics,
and sent letters 1o them announcing the Interaet Club and
inviting them 10 share volunteer needs with the group. All of
this in only four short months!

Chris Kubicek introduces Inferact Pres, Mart
Jarvey to club members,

Conrrpurions:  Navne Josifek, Writer
Jerev Spreingston, Wreiter
Dan Melichar, Writer
Lawra Ving, Wrirer

Ledenne Chadima, Photos

-0 -
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Youth Exchange Program

Bill Jacobson remembers the desire of Cedar Rapids-West
Ratary members from the very beginming to build awareness
of the international connections of the organization. Their
commitment to participation in the International Youth
Exchange Program attesis to that desire.

The International Youth Committee

Cedar Rapids-West Rotary’s International Youth Commitiee,
chaired by Tom Wilkinson, is involved with both outbound
and inbound exchange students and also with the World
AfTairs Seminar through the University of Wisconsin at
Whitewater. The World Affairs Seminar is a program lo
introduce high school students to world affairs. It is offered
cach year in June, lasts about six days and consists of
lectures, discussion sessions, recreational and social activities,
Our club generally sends two students, selected by the
faculty, from Praine, Jefferson or Kennedy high schools,

Inbound students come to our club through our chstriet
coordinator, Generally a club from a forcign country initiates
a request to send a student to another country. Our District
5970 is given a list of student names and the district coordi-
nator places the students in different clubs throughout the
district, Our club has a standing request with the district for
inbound exchange students, but we are not always given the
opportunity to select one, The club always has the right lo
reject a student.

Duthound students are sclected in our district on the basis

of menit. A committee, consisting of representatives of each
of the local clubs [irst reviews the applications made by local
students, The committee selects students on the basis of a
predetermined set of qualibes that the committee feels are
necessary for the student to have in order to be a successful
candidate. 1F a student is selected, his or her name is forward-
ed to a commitiee that reviews the applications and interviews
them at the district level. Students who meet the eriteria for
selections at the district level are approved and classified as
outhound students. We usually don’t have many applying to
become outhbouned students, but this vear six students applied.

John Negro and his family have expenienced the program
from both aspects, More than ten years ago, they picked up
their first student, a voung girl from Paraguay, from the
airport and “fell in love with her! To this day, we are still 1n
contact with her and her fumily and her new husband and

buby.”

In 1998, John's daughter, Beth, became an outbound Rotary
exchange student to Argentina, Beth writes, “1 had no idea
what 1 was about to embark upon, My world was turned
upside down within the course of a few days. One moment |
was sitting at the dinner table with my family in lowa and the
next | was in another country, listening to another language |
did not understand and looking at people | had never seen
before. I will never forget those first few days and the new
sights, tastes, and smells that | experienced. .. It has been over
six years since my beloved experience and every day that
passes by, | remember at least one thing from that year”

The International Youth Committee has compiled extremely
interesting information about many of the inbound and
outbound students that our club has sponsored, including
names and vear of exchange, their country, the school they
attended while here, the names of host families, comments
about the student by host familics, comments by the students
themselves and family photos. The students are listed here,
and the more complete information is available in an
addendum to this book.

If you have been thinking of hosting a student, the commenis
from the students and their host families will surely inspire
you to do so right away!




Inbound Students:

Alexandre Peeoits
Hosts: George Justice Family, Tom Wilkinson Family

Katarina “Katka™ Kuboveakova
Hosts: Gary Pribyl Family, Peter Teahen Family

Anna Fredmar
Hosts: Ellis Smith Family, Darla Petersen Family

Oliver Profamt
Hosts: Don Strgeon Family, Bryan Stolba Family

Ana Belen Scigolini
Hosts: Chuck Bruggeman Family

Allessandra Dias Scalao
Hosts: Theresa Anderson Family, Crystal Usher Family

Martijn M. DeHaan
Hosts: Kevin Miller Family, Denny MeGivern Family

Katrin Plundke
Hosts: Bill Dusing Family, Rick Jansen Family

Linda Sommer
Hosts: Theresa Anderson Family, Tony Schubert Family

Andrea Zegarra
Hosts: Crystal Usher Family

Outbound Students:
Beth Negro
Jenny Douglas

Ryne Quelle

1987-88

199192

1995-96

1996-97

1997-98

[995-949

1 9599-01)

2002-03

2003-04

2004-05

1998-99
199849
2004

=11 =

Parana, Brazil

Bratislava, Slovakia

Sweden

Bratislava, Slovakia

Buenos Aires, Argentina

Sao Paulo, Brazil

Emmen, The Netherlands

Brandenburg, Germany

Lauscha, Germany

Arequipa, Peru

Argentina
Germany

Germany




Weekly Meetings

The Four Homes of Rotary West

When Cedar Rapids-West Rotary was chartered with 22
members in 1980, it was with the idea that the ¢lub would

be represented by members who lived or worked on the west
side of the Cedar River. Former club president and district
governor Don Melichar reports that while most of the carly
members were new to Rotary, several of them had broken
away from the Cedar Rapids “Downtown™ Club, and belicved
they would generate fresh enthusiasm for Rotary participa-
tion if & new club was launched on the west side.

Bill Jacobson was one of those charter members. He looks
back at the early meetings, presided over by first president
Tom Ecker and held at Westdale Mall's York Steak Honse
“The restaurant had recently opened, and offered just enough
room for our members.” he recalls. *'We had difficulty
accommodating any visitors” George Branstetter adds, “"We
had a little meeting room off to the side, and we filled that
up rather quickly. We just became too big for the room we
had, and soon had to move.”

With every move through the vears came a commuttes
formed to examine the options. Says George, *We stll
wanted to hold our meetings on the west side—it wasn't a
mandate. but a suggestion” The membership soon found a
new home not Gar away at the Sheraton Horel (now called the
Clarion Hotel). While the location offered a similar west-side
orientation for the group, the members soon noted that there
were pluses nnd minuses 1o the new armangement,

Mike Klappholz recalls bemng moved from room to room
cach week based upon other events at the hotel. *T do
remember meeting in the bar for a few meetings,” he says.
Ellis Smath adds, “Some of the rooms were not conducive to
slide shows, and the temperature was hard o control in the
summer.” After several years, the club had substantially
increased its membership but was ready for a change.

The Five Seasons Horel—under its vinous monikers such

as Stoulfers, Wyndham and Crowne Plaga-—was the longest-
standing venue to date for the Cedar Rapids-West Rotary
Club. The decision to move back across the river was contro-
mainly because it meant dropping the objective to
remain a “west side” club, Bul overall there were positive
feelings among the members

viersial

“That decision really paid off,” notes Bill Jacobson. “The
thing that happened was that we became the “Wednesday
Rotary Clib ™ rather than the “West Side ™ club—it added 4

whaole different dimension in the Rotary pool, We had prown
to more than 120 members by the time we left there”

Darla Petersen, who served as president from 1995 to 1996,
says some of her fondest Rotary memories are of our days at
the Crowne Plaza, “Gary Pribyl brought me in (during his
presidency) in 1989, We went to the very first meeting and
the officers were up on a platform—there were 51X or seven
spots. Gary had me come up there and sit on the end. |
remember thinking, “Whea! Theyre probably looking up
at me and wondering, *Who the heck is that person? L'l bet
they think I'm the speaker.”” Darla adds that the next meet-
ing, when she was inducted, she “got to sit out with the
group—such a relief!”

Mike Klappholz says he recalls that the food was "OK" at
the hotel—"but we used 1o joke that we'd get the Jeftovers
fram other events and their Sunday brunch.” Most memo-
rable. note both Mike and Darla, were the attentive hotel
employees who took care of the club’s needs. “The best part
of the location was the very friendly staff who checked us in
and served us.” recalls Mike. *1 know when we moved, how
sad it was to say goodbye to those who had served us for
yvears.” Darla adds thar the hotel was spacious enough to
accommodate any type of program. and was particularly
nice for performances. “We had a group of children from the
Suzuki class at the Symphony, and our Christmas perform-
ances...it was nice to have lots of room to move around.”

Overall the membership was pleased with the downtown
hotel accommeodations through the years. Unfortunately. in
the vear 2000, new hotel management sounded the death
knell for two of the three service orgamizations that called
Crowne Plaza “home.” Kathy Toborg was serving as
president that year.

“We knew we were in trouble when the hotel began cutting
back services, food offerings and attention to our audiovisual
needs” she recalls. “Then the new manager called a meeting
with our officers to announce that our rates would be raised
1o a level that would negatively impaet our membership. A
plan was outlined that would even penalize members who
came to the meeting but chose not to eat. We were devastated,
because all this meant either a huge Tinancial assessment of
we were going 1o have to move away from a place that had
wiorked well for us for a very long time”

The board sought out other possible meeting venues, and
weighed the pros and cons of each. They surveyed the
membership and spelled out the alternatives—including the



option of substantially mising the meal assessment for
members. In the end, the vast majority of the club supported
a cost-ellective move to the Czech & Slovak National
Museum & Library—back to our roots, on the west side

of town,

The irony, recalls Kathy, was that on the very day of the
move to the new site, “our heavy-handed hotel manager lost
his job with the chain. .1 could hardly deal wath that little
picce of information!™

Overall the club has been very pleased with its present
venue. Complaints are few, and camaraderie is high. Dostal
Catering has been such a hit as a food provider that members
often joke that the meeting room is overflowing with guests
and visitors who desire the “best Rotary meal in town.” Says
Florian Goedken, who joined Rotary West in its first year of
existence, served as Secretary for ten years and has been a
part of all of the clubs meeting places: “I like where we are
right now. We have great meals and a room that is Jull—u
looks so much better than a big room that's only half full”

But even now, the winds of change are beginning to stir
again for Rotary West,

Says Bill Jacobson: “Were still growing. and have made
inroads and are creating a club character that is different
from other clubs, with a different demeanor.” However. he
adds, “We'll soon outgrow the Czech Museum. | see the
Scottish Rite Temple as another possibility. 1 believe that
will be our next place,”

What goes around comes around, it seems. And so Cedar
Rapids-West Rotary may indeed, in its next incarnation, cross
the Cedar River once again.

CoNTRIBUTOR: Kathy Tobore, Writer
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Several times each vear Rotary West members arc treated to special events,
which oflen mcludes a meeting at the Scienee Station, viewing the latest
IMAX movie,

Mo matter where Romry West members meet the display of
the Rotary banner, the 4-Way Test amd of flags collected from
Rotary zuests or by Rotary West members through visiting
other clubs are ahwiys a et ol the meeting rital

i | Ve



Events

The Social Committee for Cedar Rapids-West Rotary Club
has organized many events to give members opportunities to
know each other and their familics i social seltings,

Such events have included reduced price loge seats at the
Cedar Rapids Symphony Holiday Pops concert preceded by a
reception at Dave Baker's home, a summer picnic and a great
everng at a Kernels game, performances at CSPS Theatre,
and many others,

These times together in a social setting comribute greatly to
the comraderie among the members. It's no wonder Rotarians
from other clubs often chose Cedur Rapids-West Rotary for
their makeup attendance, saying “This is the friendlicst club
we know..vou all have so muoch fun!™

Annctte Brightwell and her family enjoved the Cedor Bapods-West Rotary
night at the Kernels Game in fuby, 2004



Service Above Self

No matter how much fun Cedar Rapids-West Rotary mem-
bers have with cach other both in and outside their meetings.
they know the club exists mainly for service o others,

This club has had a sterling record of service projects in its
25 years of existence. Here are only a few of those projects,

Kirkwood Scholarships

Since 1983, Cedar Rapids-West Rotary has been giving
scholarships 1o students who will be attending Kirkwood
Community College. At times these were non-traditional
students, such as single mothers with small children. Most
recently, two students are selected by cach high school in
the Cedar Rapids-Marion area to be the recipients. Their
teachers intreduce them and give a briel biography of each.
Funds for these scholarships come from the annual Gourmet
Pancake Breakfast.

Giving to Charities

Funds from the Gourmet Pancake Breakfast also are gifted

to local charities and presented to representatives ot a Jate
May meeting. Charties submit letters of request, indicating
what the money will be used for and the amount requested. A
committee selects around 12 charitics annually to receive the
Rotary donations which most recently have been about $400
For cach charity,

Dick Manson from the
Brain Injury Assn, of
East Central lown
receives @ check from
Craig Anderson, ¢hair of
the Scholarships amd
Donations Commitiee,

Gearing Up for Kids

Joming with all the other Cedar Rapids-Marion Rotary clubs,
members purchased and installed new playground cquipment
at Taylor, Polk, Harrison, Grant Wood. Kenwood, Johnson,

Monroe and Wilson elementary schools in Cedar Rapids and

Washington Elementary in Marion over a nine-year period
of time. The equipment was purchased through a $15,000
allocation to cach school and raised by each club member
giving §25 to the project.

As cach playground was completed, there was a noon-hour
celebration at the school with a special speaker, some of
whom were Chad Hennings from the Dallas Cowboys, Cary
Bender from the Buffalo Bills, Jess Settles, Sam Alford and
Steve Alford from the University of lowa.

The five Rotary clubs received a lot of personal joy and
recognition from this project and were featured in The
Rotarian. A high point was a visit from the International
President of Rotary to laud our success and encourage us
to continue. Paul Phelan was the driving force behind
the project.

"dervice Above Sell™ awwrds are made monthly by Chiel of Police
Klappholz and Fire Chief Haviik for those i their departments who have
provided cutstanding service to the community.

Rotary Washer-Dryer Project

Ihe floods of 1993 in eastern lowa will long be remembered.
some victims were flooded as many as three times, Cedar
Rapids-West Rotary member Gary Pribyl received a call
[rom Jerry Springston, then District Governor, telling him
that a group of Canadian Rotary clubs were raising money
for Towa flood victims and wanted 10 bring the MOney 1o us
personally to help out,



Gary immediately began to investigate the best uses of the
funds. After checking with other local agencies and organiza-
tions, he learned there was one need that would not be met
by any of the federal or local funds: washers and dryers
would not be replaced, So Gary asked for the names of low
income citizens, citizens with disabilities. or senior citizens
who had lost their washers and dryers in the flood. and
developed a list of 70-80 recipicnts.

He also went 1o Amana Refrigeration and Iltens and they
agreed to provide and mstall new units as well as dispose of
ruined ones for about 3600 per family. The plan was now

in place.

When our Canadian friends arrived, they quickly went to
work renovating basements damaged by the floods for the
lamilies on the hst. Each family received a new washer and
drver. District 5970 and other organizations added funds 10
the $4.000 brought by the Canadians, making approximately
£30,000 available for this project. Cedar Rapids-West
Rotaran Mary Jen Bear gave a check for $10,280 from the
sale of P Buckley Moss prints at Peppertree Studios. Each
print sold for $20; $20 from the studio and $20 from the
artist went to the washer-dryer project,

When the project ended, 96 houscholds in Cedar Rapids had
Been helped. The Canadians gave a report to their club in
Neepawa, Canada, describing their welcome in Cedar Rapids
and the emotions of their experiences as families thanked
them with teirs of joy.

Rotary Beds Project

When Gary Pribyl realized there were reserve funds lefi
from the Washer-Dryer Project, he met with the Grant Wood
chapter of the American Red Cross and learned of a need to
supply beds to disaster vietims. He obtained permission from
the District 5970 Board of Directors to divert the funds for
this use, and fifty families in the Northern Rotary District
received new bed frames and mattresses as a result,

Rotary Orphanage Project

In 1999, Gary Priby]l and lns wife Linda had the opportunity
to travel to Kaznkhstan, which had newly gained its freedom
from the Soviet Union. One of the places they visited was
Chrphanage 18, T'he director prepared a “needs list™ in
Russian, which they had translated. The list included clothing,
shoes. school and medical supplies as well as a used bus for
transportation. All 304 names of the children were on it

After the list was prioritized and converted 1o US dollars,
Gary arranged for Cedar Rapids-West Rotary and Dhstnct
5970 to receive a matching grant from Rotary International
for the full amount needed, $35.638. Linda and Gary met
with the only Ratary Club in Kazakhstan, cstablishing the
club as the disperser of the funds. Purchases were made and
all the needs were met, All in three weeks time! Gary says "l
really made us proud to be connected with Rotary!™

Giary and Lindn Pribwl found it hand 1o say goodbye o the 3 children at
Orphanape #8 in Almaty, Kxakboan, Throogh the efforts of our eluby,
[Hstriet SOT0 and o matching grant from Romry Intermational, sipplics,
fosod and a bus were provided for the cophanape

B Jerry Springston jomed

1 oiher Cedar Rapids-
West Rotary Club
members in regularly
clearing trash from
lowa roadways,

CONTRIBUTOR:

Gary Pribyi,
Writer and Photos
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Tribute

Rotary International is and Cedar Rapids-West Rotarians are
people who believe and practice, “Service Above Self™ This
anniversary book captures the club’s efforts to live the Rotary
motto, “Peaple Profit Most Who Serve the Rest™ during its
first twenty-five years.

The charter members who founded Rotary West in 1980 had
a vision for a Rotary Club on the west side of Cedar Rapids,
That vision was to bring Rotary 10 citizens who had not yet
expenienced 1is magic formula for Rotary success that
improves the quality of life for humans throughout the world.

That formula includes the successful incorporation of four
avenues of service. The First is commumity serviee, A Rotary
Club can have a profound impact on the quality of life in a
community. Next is club service. It fulfills a human need for
fellowship and sharing common purposcs. Then we practice
vocational service. It focuses on understanding the contribu-
tions made to others by an individual’s vocation. Finally,
there is international service, It promotes world-wide under-
standing. We have illustrated some of these service efforts in
this book. They highlight the critical attributes of service
exemplificd during the first twenty-five years of the Cedar
Rapids-West Rotary Club.

Every Rotary Club goes though a developmental process,
The club’s early leaders accepted the challenge of taking the
club 1o higher levels of service, New members, different
meeting places and the impact of different leaders helped
Cedar Rapids-West become an effective Rotary Club. We
are what we have been,

I'he club extends Rotary principles through the impact of its
activities, There is always a rask, project, or community
problem needing attention. We have addressed many of these
during the first twenty-five vears, and will dentify more in
the future. Serving others is what Rotarians do.

The best way to predict the future is to create it. We look
forward from a firm foundation of service. The next wenty-
five years will be created by the decisions of present and
future club leaders. They can effectively meet thar challenge
by remembering the rich history of Cedar Rapids- West
Rotary. This book was wrilten to capture that history for
present and future pencrations.

Ina world thai often reflects hate, Rotarians demonsirate
love, In a world short on the fulfillment of promises,
Rotarians give service without any selfish motive or gain. In
a world of observable differences, Rotarians practice a sense
of unity. Surrounded by takers, Rotarians give of themselves

with an intention of making things better, Improving the
quality of the lives of others is Rotarys primary goal,

Becoming a Rotarian is ultimately a state of mind. We come
to serve because of whe and what we are, We serve with our
hearts, our heads and our hands, Our theology s simple and
observable, We do unto others, as we want them to do unto us,

A Rotarian comes to understand his or her place in the world,
We are different, vet similar, The Dalai Lama observed, “It is
within that we resemble each other” The goal of Cedar
Rapids-West Rotary has been to conneet its members to each
other through the common bond of service. Through that
bond we develop fellowship through 2 common purpose. It
works well for all concerned,

Cedar Rapids-West Rotary operates on a firm foundation. We
look forward to the future. There will be more opportunitics
for the club’s Rotarians 1o place service above self. As
Rotarians, we know who we are by understanding what we
do. We make a difference.

William C, Jacobson
Charter Member

COoNTRIBUTOR:



Biographies of Past Presidents

1980-2005

1980-81

Tom Ecker is credited with being the founding president of the Cedar
Rapids-West Rotary Club and probably is most responsible for setting a
tone of “fun and frolic™ for the club. At the time, he was also the president
of the Downtown Rotary Club, Tom came 1o Cedar Rapids in 1967 from
Stockholm, Sweden, where he was one of Sweden’s three Olympic track
and field coaches. Formerly a designer for Nissen Corporation and an
administrator with the Cedar Rapids School District, Tom is now a world
traveler, has written 18 books and is ihe Famous Tom Underwood. ereator
of the Wurzles in The Gazerre.

Harry Whitehead worked in the insurance business for 33 vears,
completing that time with Millhiser-Smith. As the club’s first president, he
was commitled to seeing it thrive, and was one of the original members of
the Cedar Rapids-West Rotary bowling team. The Rotary motto that vear
wits “Take Time o Serve” He also was a well-known storyteller and really
enjoyed a good laugh. He loved playing golf and ofien represented the
club at District 53970 golf outings. Harry died in 2002,



1981-82

Bob Meskimen is currently living in Des Mones and 15 president of

the Northwest Division of Martin Marietta. He recalls that membership
growth and good speakers were particularly important when he was presi-
dent. He says the Rotary Four-Way Test has been a gunding torce in his
carcer, adding “If there is a better way o live your life, I haven't found it."

Bill Jacobson grew up on a farm and served forty years as a teacher and
school administrator. The club was still new when he was president so
membership growth, interesting mectings and o workable service project
were club goals, They also needed someone to play the piano! That year
the Pancake Breakfast was developed as the principal service project. Bill
has fond memones of the midnight chartering meeting (in spite of trouble
slaying awake), and he is proud of the club’ service through the years, He
too values the role of humor i club meetings: “When someone fecls good
enough about you to poke fun at what you do, that is one of life's greatest
compliments.”

George Branstetter moved 1o Cedar Rapids in 19530 and spent 34 vears
as a project engmeer for the R, W, Rinderknecht Co. He was pleased o be
presudent at o time when the PolioPlus Campaign was first being launched.
A local goal was o maintain & club attendance of at least seventy percent,
He recalls attending the International Rotary Convention in Toronto and
hearing the national president tell the story of his club thirty-plus years
ol perfeet antendance, which came about because no one wanted to break
the perfect record! No wonder George is honored every year for perfect
attendance!
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1986-87

Mike Ament came to Cedar Rapids in 1973 as a highway engineer and
started his own consulting engineering company, Ament, Inc. in 1983, In
March of 2003, he and his daughter opened Aura Salon and Dy Spain
Scottsdale, Anizona; he says the salon stafT “is a lot prettier than all those
engineers 1'd been working with, but they are also much more difficult to
manage.” Mike was present at the Rotary International meeting in
Birmingham, England, when the PolioPlus campaign was launched with
Dr. Jonas Salk present. At that same meeting, Rotary Infernational first
voted on allowing women as members, There were about 25,000 votes
cast, and the count was 24,999 “na™ voies and one “wves” vote, Mike takes
credit for the “yes™ vote. Mike left our club to become the first president
of the Daybreak Club. (He gave us extra photos 1n case anvone wants one
for his/her wallet!)

Michael Stallman says when he was president, the club was a lot smaller
and he was a lot younger. George Branstetter brought in at least half of all
the new members each year. Memorable among the speakers that Vear was
Bishop Desmond Tutu from Africa who shared the human suffering he
witnessed in his country. Mike's goal was to work within the committee

structure and let the committees do their jobs.

Dick Salat was our seventh Cedar Rapids-West Rotary president. He
died in 1995. At the time, he was vice-president of Norwest Bank. His
wife, Diane, says Dick would have liked 1o be remembered as an individ-
ual who cared about his God, his family and community, Described as
truly a gentlemen who lived by the Golden Rule of treating others as he
would like to be treated, he belicved in the Rotary theme for 1986-87 of
"Rotury Brings Hope"
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1989-90

Pat Stepanek was the Chief Financial Officer of Securities Inc. of lowa
at the time he was president. He too remembers promaoting the PolioPlus
Campaign, and thinks the first woman member came in during his presi-
dency. His most memorable meeting was hosting the then Governor of
lowa, Terry Branstad.

Gary Pribyl belicves in service, without a doubt! Gary is eredited with
starting the fishing outing in 1990, organizing the first Salvation Army
Christmas Bell Ringing in 1989, and in 1994, organizing the flood relief
program which sent aver 100 washers and dryers to those with no flood
insurance and used the excess flood funds 10 provide matiresses, box
springs and bed [rames to 63 fire vietims. During his presidency, he
initiated the perfect attendance awards, o Vocational Service Handbook Tor
high school students, and organized the first Paul Harris Fellows breakfnst
with other Cedar Rapids Rotary clubs, Attending the International
Convenlion in Philadelphia when the PolioPlus Campargn was pledged
was a highlight. He remembers when the lust country, the USA,
announced its pledge, thousands of balloons were released Trom the
ceiling, People were crying and hugging each other.

Steve Sprague (no information available)
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1991-9

1992-93

Jim Debth was vice-president of Interactive Media Inc. (Gazelte
Communications) at the time of his presidency. His major goals were to
grow the membership, to develop youth projects and 10 make a significant
contribution to the Foundation and PolioPlus. He is proud of the scholar-
ship program for Kirtkwood College students and for the Outstanding High
School Student program which brought students to Rotary as guests of
their principals. He remembers vividly the poignant Kirkwood stories like
that of the single mother with two children, A highlight of his presidency
was attending the Rotary International Convention in Portland when the
clubs in Czechoslovakia and Russia were reinstated. He thinks he may
most be remembered for his famous “Words of Wisdom™ at the end of
the meetings,

Don Melichar worked in the banking industry for 33 years and then
became a stockbroker with Heartland Investment Associates. Don has
been particularly noted for his promotion of the Rotary Foundation. He
remembers ringmg the bell for the Salvation Army when it was 10 degrees
and snowing and enjoying the bowling team. He is very proud of the
pancake breakfast which helped with scholarships for Kirkwood students
and with the Vocational Service Awards, During his presidency, Cedar
Rapids hosted a successful conference in Cedar Rapids. Don served as
Dristrict Governor in 2002-2003,

Mike Klappholz is the Cedar Rapids Chief of Police and also a Colonel
in the lowa Army National Guard. He served as project manager for
construction of the new police station in 1997, and has been an active
volunteer in the community. Mike says he remembers having a great deal
of difficulty controlling the agenda a1 Rotary meetings, and “unfortunately,
this trait has not been corrected as | have advanced in age.” He wants to be
remembered as “someone who took my responsibilities serously, but not
myself.” He has been instrumental in keeping the monthly “Service Above
Self™ Awards going. We all appreciate his good-natured sparring with Fire
Chaet Havlik!



1994-95

Ken Steine was the principal at Prairie High School in the College
Community School District at the time he was president, but he and his
Harley have since moved to Beuendorf, Ken's major goal was to promote
Rotary in Cedar Rapids and in lowa. He remembers well the good times al
all the meetings and working at the pancake breakfusts. Meetings that
particularly stand out include the last meeting at the Sheraton and the Dirst

meeting when women became members, not guests!

Ken Kolek wanted to promote a new Rotary Club that would wrger
“exuberant, aggressive and active individuals™ and would preferably meel
in the morming. Thus, he was instrumental in starting the Daybreak Club
and became president of that club as well as the 15th president of Cedar
Rapids-West Rotary. He also initiated the " Service Above Self " Awards,
including Metro High School students among those honored, and promoted
the Youth Exchange Program, His most memorable meeting was hosting,
Gov, Branstad who was late, and Ken had Lo improvise to keep the meeting
going until the Governor armved! He also sadly remembers the meeting
during the time of the Oklahoma City bombing, and the silent recogmition
of those who died when no one really yer knew how many it wounld
ultimately be, Ken will be Distriet Governor in 2006-07.



1995-96

1996-97

1997-98

Darla Petersen was not only the sixteenth preswdent but the first

woman to hold the office. She is Project Manager on the Community
Development Team at Shive-Hattery, Inc. Her major goals as president
were to merease the membership, fulfill the Presidential Citation require-
ments, meet new friends and have fun. She is particularly proud of spon-
sorimg a new well in India and promotng Rotary members as volunteer
interviewers for Praine High School students who were developing their
portiolios. She remembers being surprised at all that went on “behind the
seemes” at Rotary meetings, and asks “What would a president do without
Denny!?" She thanks Gary Pribyl for spensoring her and introducing her
to such a wonderful expenence.

Dana Fritz was only able to serve as president for six months as she and
her husband moved to Estes Park, Colorado. In spite of her short tenure,
she made an indelible mark on the club with her great effort to interview
a member before each meeting and “introduced™ him or her to the club,
eventually honoring all. No surprise that she was vice-president of
community relations at Mercy Hospital!l 1t was during her term that the
Gearing Up for Kids project was begun,

Gary Bartlett was president of First National Bank at the time of his
presidency. When Dana had 1o leave without finishing her term, Gary
stepped i and organized other past presidents who took turns chairing
every other mecting, Tt was great for everyone except Denny who had 1o
corral a different president each week! One of Gary's highlights was
attending the International Convention in Glasgow, Scotland, with its
wonderful mix of colors. cultures and people from around the world with
a common bond of Rotary. He also presided over the beginning stages of
Gearing Up for Kids, the reviving of the Foreign Student Exchange
program, and promotion of the GSE program. He has fond memorics of
his own GSE expertence m Germany in 1980,



1998-99

1999-00

2000-01

Bruce Hamous is an architect with OPN Architects in Cedar Rapids.

He spends most of his professional time designing libraries all over the
upper Midwest. and his personal time with his family and the Boy Scouts.
Bruce joined Rotary at the urging of his father-in-law and club member,
Mike Martin, Bruce is known for his “Membership Olympies™ that divided
the club into teams w compete for prizes by suggesting the mosl new
members. His most memaorable Rotary moment was presiding over the
meeting of all Cedar Rapids Rotary Clubs when Rotary International
President, James Lacy. came to honor our work on the Gearing Up for
Kids project,

Terry Bergen is Business Development Manager of the Gazeffe. Most
memorable for him as president was the involvement of club members in
the playground installations, the Junior Golf Tournament, bell-ringing for
the Salvation Army, and fund-raising for non-profit groups. As president.
he tried to encourage more participation on committees and make mem-
bers aware of the important work of Rotary around the world. He is
particularly proud of the “comfortable, welcoming nature of all our
meetings and the owstanding participation of our members.” He figures
members will probably most remember all the yvears he led the group

n singing.

Kathy Toborg comes from o “Rotary family™ and credits Rotary for
“heing among the most meaningful activities of my life”” Her major goals
were to form a new Rotary Club in Ely, to bring the newsletter online, to
reinforce the sixly percent attendance and increase membership. 1o qualify
for the Presidential Chtation, 1o establish & mentor progrm for new
members. and to engage members through recognition of birthdays, club
anniversarics, and committce-of-the-week reports, She particularly
remembers the meeting when the “drug dog spent most of the hour at the
table with his head on my lap!™ She loved attending the International
Convention in Buenos Aires, Argentina. Through Kathy'’s leadership, the
club received the District Governor Citation in 2001, Kathy is now the
vice-president for development at Mount Merey College.

= viii =



2001-02

A .'."\..‘r'

bt

=S|

2002-03

2003-04

Christine Harstad lived the Rotary motio of "Mankind 15 Our Business™
during her vear as president. Membership grew by 28 members, and she
credits the members “who helped make the year a very special Rotary year
for all of us, our community and for me personally.” She also recognizes
Denny McGivern for his tremendous commitment and leadership for the
club.. *If it hadn’t been for Denny, who knows what our weekly meetings
wiuld have looked like!™ Christine is the exccutive director of Junior

Achievement.

Wayne Josifek works at Abra Auto Body and served for several years

s chair of the Gourmet Pancake Breakfast. His mujor goals us president
were Lo maintain the reputation of the ¢lub as o fun club, o be sure cach
meeting wasn'l “just another meeting,” and to help Don Melichar
organize # successful District Conference. He is particularly proud of the
Wheelchair Foundation and PolioPlus Foundation projects. He was thrilled
to present a Paul Harris Fellow Award to Denny in memory of his daughter
Kristin. Elizabeth Mulbah from Libernia was the most memorable speaker.
He knows Denny had many linghs because Wayne often didn’t know who
or what the program was or if there were too many speakers or no speaker
at all.

Larry Johnson, Rotary-West president in 2003-2004, found the Rotary
International theme. “Lend a Hand”, ted closely to his work at Farmer’s
State Bank. He was pleased to have a part in the formation of the
InterClub President Couneil consisting of all the Rotary clubs i the
community, and to be president at a time when our club’s giving for the
Rotary Foundation reached a new per capita level. He is very grateful for
all the members who cared about Rotary by inviting others to join and
who attended 1o all the details of holding a weekly mecting, especially for
high-cnergy Ann King who “gave her all”™ in planning each meeting’s
programs, He also credits Wayne Josifek and Lijun Chadima for spear-
heading such a successful fund-raising effort for the Wheel Chair
Foundation, and Dave Baker for leading the InterClub Rotary Centenmal
Committee. On a hghter note, he also remembers how tough it was 1o
proncunce some of the members” names, and hopes Kim Kudey and

Carolyn Haose will forgive him!



CEDAR RAPIDS WEST
ROTARY INTERNATIONAL
YOUTH COMMITTEE

CompiLED AND EDITED BY THOMAS J. WILKINSON, JR.—CHAIRMAN

The International Youth Committee is involved with both outbound and inbound exchange students and is also
involved with the World AfTairs Seminar through the University of Wisconsin at Whitewater. The World A ffairs
Seminar is a program to introduce high school students to world affairs. i is offered each year in June, lasts about
six days and consisis of lectures, discussion sessions, recreational and social activities. Our club generally sends two
students, selected by the faculty, from Prairie, Jefferson or Kennedy.

Inbound students come to our club through our district coordinator. Generally a club from a forcign country
initiates a request to send a student to another country. Our district 3970 is given a list of student names and the
Dhistriet Coordinator places the students in different clubs throughout the district. Our club has a standing request
with the Rotary District for inbound exchange students, but we are not alwavs given the opporunity to select one.
The club always has the right to reject a student.

Outbound students are sclected in our district on the basis of merit. A committee, consisting of representatives of
cach of the local clubs first reviews the applications made by local students. The committee selects students on the
basis of a predetermined listing of gualities that the committee feels are necessary For the student to have in order

to be a successful candidate. If u student is selected, his or her name is forwarded 1o a committee that reviews the
applications and interviews them at the district level. Students who meet the eriteria for sclection at the district level,
are approved and are classificd as outbound students, We usually don't have many applying 1o become outbound
students, but this year six students applied.

Our committee has compiled available information about many of the inbound and outbound students that our club
has sponsored. The information consists of the names of the students, the year they were & foreign exchange student,
the country they were from, the school that they attended here, the names of the host families, comments about the
students by a member or members of the host family in regard 16 his or her experience, comments by the students
themselves and family photos. Their biographics follow some comments, by member John Negro. regarding hosting
forcign exchange students. The listing of the students is in chronological order, first the inbound students and then
the outbound studens,

John Negro—On Being a Host Family for a Foreign Exchange Student

Our experience with exchange students began over ten years ago in January when we picked up our first student
from the airport in Cedar Rapids, lowa. She was a guict young girl from Paraguay. She stayed with us for over five
months and we fell in fove with her. To this day, we are still in contact with her and her family and her new husband
and baby,

Becausc of that first great experience, we have opened our home to others. We've had the most pleasant of times and
have learned about so many others' cultures. 1t has been very rewarding,
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And. 100, because of our chance al hosting foreign exchange students, our middle child deaided to become an
exchange student herself. Her trip took her to Argentina when she was 16 years old and a junior in high school. She
stayed with two Rotary host families, attended high school in Garin with Spanish speaking students who encouraged
her to learn the language and, afier 10 months, didn’t want 1o return home. Her experience was most memorable as
we had a chance 1o join her in Argentina, We spent lwo weeks there and when we arrived we were welcomed with
open arms and had a wonderful time. We could understand why she didn’t want to come home.

We encourage anyone to host an exchange student. Yes, not everyone has the opportunity or the time o be a host
family. But cven a month or two housing and caring for an exchange student can be i most rewarding experience or
having your own child become an exchange student can benefit that child for a lifetime. Living a new culture can
open their eyes and expand their horizons for years to come.
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Cedar Rapids Rotary West
Inbound Exchange Students

Date;

Student:

Age:

Town, Country:

School Attended:

Host Families:

19871988
Alexandre Pecoits
17T years

Parana, Brazil

Washington High School

George M. Justice

2 Svlvan Lane SE
Cedar Rapids, 1A 52403

Tom & Alice Wilkinson
3220 Tama St SE
Cedar Rapids, 1A 52403

Comments by Tom and Alice Wilkinson:

Alexandre was indeed a delight to have in our home. He was always a very special person who took time to see to
the needs of others, He became a brother to our sons and mediated differences that occurred between them. Girls
seemed to flock around Alexandre. Perhaps it was due in part to his good looks but in addition to that, he had a very
fine personality and he was sensitive to the wants and needs of others around him. When he first came o our house
s Enghsh was very limited, but in time 1t improved and he was able 1o get along quite well in school in his course
work, He had a keen interest in mathematics and computer science. In sports, he excelled in soccer, When he
returned 1o Brazl, he finished high school and then went on to college where he worked on a degree in computer
cngmeering. He is now marned with two children,

Date: J N
Student: Katarina *Katka™ Kuboveakova
Age: 15 years

Town, Country: Bratislava, Slovakia

School Attended: Kennedy High School

Host Families: Gary Pribyl
1515 Anzona Ci. NE
Cedar Rapids, 1A 52402

Peter Teahen
4100 Wyndham Dr. NE
Cedar Rapids, 1A 52402
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Comments by Tom Wilkinson:

Katarina was the first student to come 10 our ¢lub through a Rotary Exchange Program from Slovakia after the
Velvet Revolution. No one knew the protocol for arranging for a student exchange with Slovakia, but Katarima’s
father, a lawyer, was determined that his daughter was going o go come 10 the United States as an exchange student.
Tom Wilkinson. who was vice-chairman of our lnternationa] Youth Community ut the time, worked hard in order to
accomplish the result and by gong through the Rotary of Austria and working with interpreters, who could work out
the communication difficulties, Katarina’s father and Mr. Wilkinson were finally able to accomplish their poal,
Katarina was the oldest of three siblings, was very bright, and had excelled in her own school, Katarina was good
about sharing information about her country. Slovakia, and the Czech Republic. Her father was able to provide a
pood deal of information to the Czech Slovak Museum about Slovakia and as a result the museum benefited from
this exchange. Katarina got along very well with both of her host familics and participated in family life like a
member of the family. When she returned home she completed high school, went on to college and after college
graduation went on fo law school. She has now joined her father in the practice of law in Bratislava. Last year she
returned 1o Cedar Rapids to participate in the Christkindlmarkt and as part of that program she fulfills a vital role in
providing students in the Cedar Rapids Community School District with information concerning the history of both
the Czech and Slovak Republics, Last year she attended a Cedar Rapids Rotary West mecting. She will return again
this vear to participate in the program.

Comments by Katarina “Katka”™ Kuboveakova:

Writing about niy one-year stay in the US after 13 years is kind of strange. 1 1ry 1o remember what my feclings were
at the time 1 got home from lowa. I was young. full of energy and 1 believed the world belongs to me. Well after all, 1
had experienced being an exchange student.

Today, 1 look at it differently. Those 10 months changed my life. | came to the United States as a girl and left as a
formed independent young lady that knew what she wanted and where she wanted and where she was heading. | met
so many interesting and new people within those months.

I had the possibility to experience new culture. Totally new to someone who liv ed in the former cast block... 1 was
very grateful to my host families for the possibility to stay with them and to experience life in o different family.
They became my family after a while and 1 truly loved and respected them. Especially Wilkinson's and Teahen's
influenced me a lot. They taught me to stand up for my rights and opinions and defend them. Also | learned 10 take
consequences for my actions. Honesty, truth, modesty, kindness and love. Passion for life. Those were the values |
brought back to Europe with me and they are still part of my life.

I guess, what is the most important thing about youth exchange is experiencing a different culture, The need 1o adapl
10 different circumstances, The ability to listen to other people in their own language. To communicate, To bring a
message to the other side in a way others will understand it and will want to know more about it. No matter what the
issue is. The possibility to study, 10 learn, 10 find out more information.

I am really thankful 1o Rotary and especially to Tom Wilkinson and my father (who is a Rotarian as well) that they
made the effort to make my stay in lowa possible. | am happy 1 have met people who were mice 10 me and always as
I look back. | consider my stay in Cedar Rapids as very pleasant. | realized how important education and communi-
cation between people is. Thank you Rotarians, 1 hope 1 will be in a situation one day to provide the kind of service
1o my children as was provided to me.



Date: 1995 1996

Student; Anna Fredmar

Ape: L& years

Town, Country; Sweden

School Attended: Washington High School
Host Familics: Ellis S. Smith

301 Marshek Court
Solon, IA 52333

Darla Petersen
1721 Whitters Way NW
Cedar Rapids, IA 52405

This young lady came from Sweden and was very ambitious to learn all about the United States, She came with o
positive attitude toward life. She had a continuing interest to learn about our couniry, not only by trying to understand
our people, but also by trying 10 understand the culture and style of living of the people in the United States. Her
father is Swedish and her mother is Sri Lunkain. She was fluent in English and French, She was an excellent student
overall and was enjoyed by her host families.

Comments by Darla. Gregg and Andy Petersen:

In August of 1995 Anna Fredmar. Rotary Youth Exchange Student from Kvidinge Sweden, Rotary Club of Klippan
District 2400, came to Cedar Rapids. Anna was living with the Ellis Smith family for her first few months. We
offered to take Anna on a weekend trip to my sister’s farm in southern lowa 10 give her another LLS. experience.
Anna was 17 and our son Andy was 4. Andy’s cousins® ages ranged from 3 1o 11, Needless to say Anna had a great
time playing with the kids and they all fell in love with her. We were fortunate to have Anna Join our family in
Dctober 1995,

Anna was attending Kennedy High School so we were able to be purt of her learning experience in an American
school. We learned about the culture of Sweden, the holidays they celebrate, and the food and sports they enjoy. Anna
loved to make us her “Pannkakas” and she was an excellent soccer player. Anna’s mother was from Sn Lanka so we
were exposed o another language and culture besides the other three languages she spoke. We enjoyed having Anna
as part of our family and our son told everyone she was his sister and still refers to her today as such,

While in the states, Anna took a Rotary sponsored trip to California, visited an Aunt in New York, and traveled 1o
Minnesota, Nebraska and Colorado with our family. She was always favorably impressed with the kindness and
warmth with which she was treated in our country and we were equally impressed with her warm, kind and loving
nature she showed to friends, family members and us. We were constantly learning new things and having fun
experiencing a new way to look at our beautiful country through her Eyes.

Anna became a big part of our family and it was extremely difficult when the school year was over and it was time
for her to return home. Anna has kept in touch with our family via emails and phone calls. She is currently living in
Stockholm and starting her own family. We will always stay connected to Anna and plan to visit Sweden within the
next few years. The Rotary Youth Exchange program has been a priceless experience for our family.



Diate: 19961 997

Student: Oliver Profant

Age: 15 vears

City. Country: Bratislava, Slovakia

School Attended: Prairie High School

Host Families: Don and Julie Sturgeon
110 Merryhill Lane
Ely, lowa

Bryan and Lisa Stolba
5311 Bowe Ct. 3W
Cedar Rapids, 1A 52404

Comments by Tom Wilkinson:

Oliver came to our club from Slovakia. He was our second student from Bratislava, Slovakia. Oliver was a very
bright young man. His first travel expericnce in the United States was accompanying the Wilkinsons on a family trip
to Rocky Moumtain National Park. The high point of the trip for him was when the family went White Water Rafting,
He scarcd everyone including himself when he fell off the raft and into the water while going over the rapids. The
rest of the year for him was a little less foreboding. Upon his return home he completed high school, then went to

colleze and then 10 medical school. He is now practicing medicine in Bratislava, Slovakia.

Date: 19971998

Student: Ana Belen Scigoling

Ape: 16 vears

Town, Couniry: Buenos Aires, Argentina
School Attended: Xavier High School

Host Families: Chuck and Joyce Bruggeman

602 Carroll Dr. SE
Cedar Rapids. lowa 52403

Comments by Joyce Bruggeman:

What an cxperience it was having a foreign exchange student! Our eyes were first opened to the idea when we hosted
three teenage young men from around the world for a weekend. My son was a young feenager at the time and was 50
impressed with getting a glimpse into their lives and cultures. The three were each so different from cach other. One
young man was from Denmark and very fluent in English and very outgoing and very handsome. One was from
Pery, more quiet and shy and humble. The third young man was from Germany and very mature and respectful of
us. his hosts. It was such a good experience that when we were asked to host a student for a longer period of nme, it
Jidn"t 1ake us long to say yes. We received Anna from Buenos Aires Argentina. Oh my... her English was VERY
limited and she had lived a very sheliered life in a home with only women, as her father died when she was very
young, We found ourselves “playmng charades” and writing our carly communications, as writing has no accent. She
was very quict and shy. She hated her school here and begged to skip most days. She eventually made a good [riend
with another non-Rotary exchange student from Argentina, | wish she had attended C.R Washington High School, as
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they have many more culturally diverse students and | believe she would have felt more a1 home. Also | believe they
would have benefited from what she had 1o offer more than the school she attended took advantage of, She was
from a strongly Catholic culture and her family wanted her to attend a Catholic school. We also plaved lots of cards
and games and she enjoyed learning to cook and making a few of her native dishes for us. We laughed a lot. She
stayed with us longer than the expected time and we were sad 1o see her eventually move to a family with no
children. We knew it was best for her to experience U.S. life from another family s perspective. One of the things she
found strangest about life here in CR was that the kids didn't stay out at dance clubs almost all night on the weckends.
She missed that, We have heard from her several times since she returned home to Argentina. She is going 1o
Umniversity there and was also teaching English. T know her English improved drastically while she was here and she
became more oulgoing, more self-reliant, and more mature from her experience of leaving the security of her home
and culture,

Dhate: 19981999

Student: Alessandra Dias Scalao

Agge: I8 years

Town, Country: Santo Ansticio Sdo Paulo, Brazil
School Attended: Kennedy High School

Host Families: Theresa Anderson

FJ011 fowa Trace NE
Cedar Rapids, 1A 52411

Crystal Usher
1945 31st 51
Marnion, LA 52102

Comments by Theresa Anderson:

Alessandra came from Sio Paulo, Brazil. She was @ very good student and excelled in Biology, Physics and chemistry.
Alessandra was sponsored by Rotary West in 1998-99. She was hosted by Theresa Anderson’s family from August
1998 1o February 1999 and moved 1o live with Crystal Usher’s family for the remainder of her stay. Alessandra
attended Kennedy High School as a senior and graduated with the Class of "99,

Ale, as we came to call her, was a very introspective young lady and great addition to our family. 1t was great fun
to watch her experience her first winter ever, She had a hard time choosing a winter coat, because she didn’t know
what she would do with it in Brazil. Because we had a lot of snow that winter. Ale had many funny snow storics 1o
take home.

Because of her love for dancing, she tried out for cheerleading at Kennedy and was selected to join the cheer squad
for girl’s basketball. 1 remember her comment that the other cheerleaders didn’t really have a clue about life and what
was really important, She found it hard to fit in, but staved with it for the duration of the season. Ale also participated
in volleyball and soccer at Kennedy.

Ale was a great “daughter” and "sister.” She really appreciated her experience here and the opportunity to experience
different families. Since returning home, she has been in college and running an English school, tcaching English to
elementary age children. In December. she will finish her college and receive her law degree.

Her family in Brazil consists of her mother and father, a sister, Aline. who is now 20 years old. Ale was a member of
Interaet Club of Alvares Machado. Her town has o population ol about 25.000.
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Date: 16 20

Student: Martijn M. De Haan
Age: 18 vears

Town, Country: Emmen, Metherlands
School Atended: Prairie High School
Host Families: Kevin and Kathy Miller

7630 32nd Ave
MNorway, LA 52318

Denny and Joyee McGivern
6050 Beverly Rd.
Cedar Rapids, 1A 52404

Comments made by Kathy Miller:

Mariijn embraced evervthing he came into contact with, He loved being involved in everything at school. He was
very active in the Ambassador Band and Marching Band. He was an accomplished pianist. Martijn is fluent in 4
languages. The hardest thing for Martijn to get used to was how fast paced the United States was compared 1o
Holland. He liked to just spend time in the evenings talking over the events of the day, as thal was customary in
Holland. He attended many of the Rotary district’s weekend trips and even went 1o New York City over New Years,
Now that Martijn is back in Holland he is attending the University of Holland and is studying to be a civil engineer.
He is very involved with the Rotary in Holland in helping to arrange for students to come 1o the United States as a
foreign exchange student. Martijn’s experience in lowa was wonderful and the Millers enjoyed him to the fullest.

[hite: 20022003

Student: Katrin Plundke

Age: 19 vears

Town, Country. Brandenburg, Germany
School Auended: Jefferson High School
e-mail; katrin_plundke@web.de
Host Families: Mr. & Mrs, Dusing

418 Soney Point Red. NW
Cedar Rapds, lowa 52405

Rick and Julia Jansen
3945 lohnson Ave. SW
' Cedar Rapids. lowa 52405

She is a lovely young lady and is presently pursuing a career in law. She is the most gracious young lady and fit in
very well by assuming her role a member of the Jansen family and taking her fair share of houschold duties. Upon
her return to Germany she completed her high school work and then went on to college where she is studying law,
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Comments by Julin Jansen:

Two days after Thanksgiving in November 1990 Katrin (Kati) Plundke came to live with the Jansen tamily. The
decision to have Kati live with us was made very quickly and Kati arrived in a Murry of activity as we readied a room
ready for her. Kati moved into our hearts as quickly as she moved into our home.

Kati proved to be a loving. canng ball of energy. Thanks to Instant Messenger, Kati kept in constant touch with the
Rotary Exchange students in her group. A couple of the students were not as happy as Kati thought they should be <o
she was constantly trying to boost their spirits. Kati was sure food from their homeland would help and so she invited
one particularly homesick student home for a meal. The student almost cried he was so happy.

Kan thought she had enough winter clothes to carry her through an Towa winter, She was sure it would not be any
colder in lowa than in Brandenburg, Germany. After the first deep snow, one of many that winter, Kati agreed she
needed a warmer coat. She must have tried on every coat in Cedar Rapids and lowa City twice before finally settling
on a coat thit she could pack easily when it came time to return home.

Our granddaughter was fifteen months old when Kati came to live with us. Kati guickly became one of her favorite
people. Kati would share her care packages of German chocolate with her. Soon Kati’s mother and grandparents were
mcluding KinderEggs specifically for her in the care packages.

Kati was able 1o go on all the Rotary sponsored trips while she was here. She wanted to experience as much of
America as she could.

As a Senior at Jefferson High School, Kati maintained a better than 4.0 grade average. Kati loved math, science and
foreign languages. She armived here speaking German, English, and French. She took Spanish while mt Jefferson.
When Kati returned home she was able to use her foreign language knowledge as a tutor. She is continuing her work
as @ tutor while attending law school at the Universitat Trier (University of Trier, Trier, Germany.)

We have maintained contact with Kati, though we do not talk as often as we did shortly after she returned home. Kati
will always be our daughter.

Comments made by Katrin Plundke:

Ireally had a great year with Rotary and both of my familics were fantastic, Especially the Jansen family inspired me
# lot. They had lived in Germany for five years, very elose to Trier where [ am studying now, They always told me
how they loved the area of Trier and Luxemburg and that is probably why I chose to move from Brandenburg (very
close Berlin) to Trier, which is a perfect place to study and to visit France, Luxembourg and Belgium frequently. |
was not the only person inspired: My best friend from C.R, is going 10 move to London in October after T have told
her about Europe.

Another major part concerning my fulure career was influenced by Mr. Tom Wilkinson. He took me to his attorney’s
office a few times and thus inspired me to go into law. Last but not least my exchange year underlined my mnterna-
tional mterest. So that | am now studying German law as well as French, British and American law. which 1 am quite
fond of.

Awaiting the start ofl of my plane from Berlin to Frankfurt on August to then take the final step right across the
Atlantic Ocean I was not quite aware of what would happen 1o me in the future year. Not only was 1 excited but also
very nervous. When | landed in Cedar Rapids, after a rush on the O'Hare Airport-—where T was especially grateful
for the support of Rotary helpers that puided the disoriented inbounds. [ met miy first host family; The Dusings.
Karen, my host mom, had a daisy in her hand so that we would not have any difficulties finding each other. We had a
very exciting time together, not less to the fact that Karen and Bill had three sons and although 1 have a little brother
it was a total new experience for all of us. which at the same time should not always be too easy. Michael, their
youngest son, attended JefTerson High School as a senior that vear and so did 1. He had introduced me 1o all of his
fricnds when school started so that T felt almost home by then. When my school year as o senior began [ had the
chance to meet many more students, which was just great. Everybody was very curious to get to know me and to
hear where | was from. On top of that | enjoyed the different school system. It was such a pleasure to choose the
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classes myself. My favorite classes where Spanish, Chemistry and AP US History. | had very interesting teachers and
my classes turned out to be a lot fresher than their German equivalents. problems finding an after-school activity. 1
was not quite fond of cheerleading and also not into music, which most of my new friends could not quite understand
first, Having attended an art school in Brandenburg, | decided o go further into that, First T joined the drama crew 1o
help creating the different sets but then [ also started acting. Before that T had never thought 1 could do that but in the
end it was a big pleasure. | even went to the Thespian Days and took part in different acting workshops and finally
even received an award for my plays. In fall Karen and Bill took me to Phoenix with them to meet their son and his
pirlfriend that were studying the Arizona State University, 1 could even stay on campus over might. which was quite
exciting, Besides we all enjoyed the hot weather and the pools since it was already cold in Cedar Rapids by then.

At the end of November I changed families. Since 1 felt home at the Dusings’ house this was a difficull step.
Although | was looking forward to expericnce another family 1 was a bit nervous again. The first time [ met the
Jansen family they had bought German “Milka chocolate™ for me, which is my favorite one, which I found very
sweet of them. When I moved to their house there were great changes again. They did not only have three daughters
but also a grand child. Reid, who was oaly two by then. Before living with them 1 always felt quite uncomfortable
around small children. But Reid managed to change that. Living with the Jansen family was amazing. Rich and July,
whom | actually just calicd mom and dad and sull do, were very interested in getting 1o know my friends and always
supported me as much as possible. | enjoyed staying with them. Another great thing 1o remember is Christmas in the
U.S. I do not remember ever having received that many presents before, We had a wonderful Christmas with the
whole family. After all Twill never forget how cold it was. Mom and I had to buy extra winter shoes and a jacket so 1
would not freeze. 1 had not seen the Jansens' back or front yard at that time because 1t was covered with two meters
of snow and 1 should not get to see it until April. Christmas was also the first time 1 met Mr, Tom Wilkinson from
Rotary who invented me to a “Christkindlmart™ that he helped to organize. From now on he and his wife Alice ofien
invited me for dinner or he took me to the rotary meetings, which were always a great lunch. L alse helped him with
translating several old German texis about the area where his German ancestors used to live, which was very interest-
ing for both of us. Besides the drama club 1 have @ ot of ather fantastic memorics linked with school. In February
AP US History students could apply for the “Magical History Tour”. luckily | was chosen. Our teacher took us, 20
students. on a trip all the way to Jamestown in Two vans. we visited all kinds of Civil War sights and also went sight-
seeing in Washington D.C. [t was amazing. In March my Tamily took me 1o the Mall of America to Minneapolis, The
super sized shopping place was ov erwhelming. We also visited relatives there and went to the Carl Schulte (Snoopy)
Museum. Additionally we went to a very impressive Hower exhibition incarporating a Monet painting. In Spring my
erandpa came 1o visit me for two weeks. At first | showed him Cedar Rapids and Jefferson High. Because 1 was n
school in the moming, mom used to take my grandpa everywhere, which turned out 1o be funny most of the time
since both of them spoke ¢ither very broken English or German. Afterwards grandpa and | went 1o Chicago for a
week. As my grandpa loves jazz we visited to different blues concerts, Fortunately T had been to Chicago before with
the family of one of my friends and also for a wedding with my two sisters, so | could show my grandpa around.
Back in C.R. T gave my final presentation of my time in lowa for Rotary and 1ook my grandpa there too, which he
enjoyed a lot. After that the graduation ceremony took place, 1 had already been enthusiastic about all the differem
graduation partics and last but at least my own party that my family organized for me and that all my fnends anid
even teachers attended. However the ceremony was very exotic 1o me. | appreciated the festive atmosphere, All in all
my grandpa had a great ime in the US. especially when we took him on a steam boat ride on the Mississippi, which
always used 1o be one of his dreams, Afier grandpa lefi, the school year came to its end, Everyone was very excited
about prom. Already having experienced homecoming in fall, | could imagine how enormous prom wis going to be.
My family suffered with me during that ume, not only when it came to finding a dress for me... In the cnd prom wis
amazing. The great final of my exchange year was going to be the Rotary nip, starting from lowa with 60 studenis
from all over the world, We went to the Rocky Mountains, saw Las Vegas, L.A_. San Diego. New Orleans, Miami.
Chicago, Washington D.C. and New York. Surprisingly we arrived in San Antonio when the International Rotary
Convention was held there. After we had experienced both the west and east coast, as well as a huge part of the land
in the middle of the country and the remarkable differences between the northern and the southern part with its
strong Hispanic influence on our adventurous trip with great guardians, it was difficult 10 say goodbye, | had an
amazing time and a round-up view on the US. thanks 1o Rotary and all the members that helped making this trip
possible. Summing up my year as an exchange student. [ had a fantastic experience and learned a lot, not only about
the American people. their life and culture, but also about myself. In the end this was a great chance and | am glad
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that I could take it. Rotary supported me during all that time and [ am very thankful for that, especially for the
support of Rotary West, Cedar Rapids.

Date: 2003-2004

Student: Linda Sommer

Age: 16 years

Town, Country: Lauscha, Germany

School Atended: Kennedy High School
Host Families: Theresa Anderson/Schatzle

7011 Kiowa Trace NE
Cedar Rapids, lowa 52411

Tony Schubert
2600 Lancelot Lane NW
Cedar Rapids, lowa 52405

Linda Sommer is a very mature young lady. Her career interest is in graphic design/advertising. The town that she is
from is in the former East Germany, M ajor industry in the town of Lauscha, Germany is the manufacluring of glass
products. The products range from glass Christmas and Easter ornaments to glass panels for doors. The Wilkinson's
discoverced Linda while on a buying trip for the Christkindlmark: They visited her grandfather and staved in their
home in Lauscha. Her grandfather is the visiting glass blower at the Christkindlmarkt, an annual event in Cedar
Rapids, lowa, Here is Linda's story about her vear in the United States:

Comments by Linda Sommer:

My name is Linda Sommer and | am from a small town in Germany. My town is called Lauscha and is situated in the
middle of Germany. about four hours from Berlin and four hours from Munich. | want to write about my Rolary
exchange year in Cedar Rapids, lowa.

Everything started on August 20th 2003. On that day T was so excited to go to the US for one whole year. | went on
the plane in Munich afier | said goodbye to my family, which was not easv. Afier a nine-hour flight I armived at the
Chicago Airport. It took over four hours to get through the immigration. After that | missed my flight to Cedar
Rapids and | had to spend the night in a hotel in Chicago. This was my first adventure I had in the United Sates,
which was scary at the first moment. The next day I finally arrived in Cedar Rapids, lowa. My new host family was
alrcady waiting for me at the airport. My family was the Anderson/Schatzle family. The first new thing for me was
that I had two host sisters, Maggic and Claire.

Soon after that my first day of school started. | was so excited when 1 went into Kennedy High School. This school
was way bigger than my school in Germany and the firss couple days 1 always got lost in the building. But soon | zot
to meet the other Exchange Students and so we could talk a litle bit about our first experiences. The teachers started
to turn out helpful and they really tried 10 et me mvolved in class. What really surprised me in school was the
school spirit. for example, on football games everybody was wearing their school colors and was cheering: “Lets go
Cougars!"

My host family helped me a lot to get used to their “American way of life”. which was different than at home of
course. Aficr the months passed by my English got better and better and 1 felt more comfortable to talk to people.

Later 1 also found some new friends here, which helped me a lot wo. Lots of people wonder about homesickness.,



The first time | was homesick was at Christmas time. It was hard that you can’t celebrate Christmas with your own

family at home, but my host family tried their best, so | got over it. This time was also interesting for me, to leam
how vou celebrate Christmas in the US.

In January it was ime to move to my second host family, the Schubert family. In this family 1 had two sisters and iwo
brothers. From this point on | didn't had any problems with my English anymore, For Spring Break the Schubert
family took me skiing in Colorado. This was another new experience for me.

The time here went so fast and the school year was almost over again. T made a lot of new friends here, 1 liked
both of my host families—they couldn’t be better and also my grades were better than m Germany, which really
surprised me.

After the school year was over | went with Rotary on a big US trip, | raveled with 50 other Rotary Exchange
Students around the whole United States. This trip was very interesting for me and a lot of fun, too. MNow T can
imagine how big the United States is, because we used to drive a lot of hours in the bus.

Afiter this four-week trip 1 went again with my host family to South Dakota to sce Mount Rushmore. I had a lot of
fum with my family to go hiking or just to enjoy the nature there. As soon as we came from South Dakota 1 had w
think about packing. It was time to go back to Germany because the year was already over. To say goodbye to
everybody was really hard for me and T still think about my fime in lowa a lot.

The vear as an Exchange Student was the best time of my life. T learned how different Americans are from Germans.
Also | learned that school was different, which | really liked. 1 made friends that I think 1 will have my whole life and
I will never foreet. Also my English got way better than before and now 1 can understand a lot more when people talk
to me in English,

I will never forget this year in lowa and | want 1o say thank you to everybody, who made my exchange year possible.
I also want to thank you my Rotary Club. I really enjoyed being at the weekly meetings. For me 11 was a lot of fun 10
help at the pancake breakfast, this club was like 2 big family 10 me.

Now 1'm back in Germany and have two more years of school before 1 can graduate. The first days back home were
weird. because 1 had 1o get used to all the things again. My family and friends were happy to have me back after a
whole year of waiting. Now 1 know that a lot of things can change in only one year. After school 1 would like to go Lo
University and study Graphic Design or do something else in advertising or 1 also can imagine coming back 1o the
United Sates and mavbe starting a new life there.

Comments by Theresa Anderson:

Linda came 1o stay with our family {Andersons) in August of 2003, Our fanmily was very excited to host another
exchange student. Since Linda had been to Cedar Rapids, she was somewhat familiar with life here, yet had a lot 10
see and learn, In January, Linda moved to Tony Shubert’s family and had a great time for the remainder of her stay.

Linda attended Kennedy High School, which she wasn’t very happy about 1o begin with! She had hoped to attend
Washington because she had spent a day there in her visit to Towa in 2002. As the year moved along, Linda began lo
aet settled in Kennedy and made & lot of fricnds, Two other exchange students at Kennedy were from Germany, so
she had some Familiarity.

Linda worked hard at school and made the honor roll for two trimesters. Her English was very good, yet she had
headaches for the first two months from translating all day long at school.

One of the bigpest differences she would talk about is the fact that Americans drive everywhere: to the store, school,
church. ete. In her town in Germany, she would walk or ride her bike to school or to meet friends. Because of our
roads and no sidewalks, biking and walking to a destination were more difficult.

Linda taught us some German language, customs, and recipes. We like 1o make “Linda’s Potato Soup™ and try our
hand at German gingerbread during the holidays, Our dog loved having Linda around because she {Linda) played
with the dog every day.
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Comments by Tony and Laurie Schuberi:

Linda Sommer arrived at our home in January 2004 and warmed our hearts immediately. She is a very well

mannered hard working girl, who comfortably found her place with our family. We accepted her as a daughter and
sibling giving her chores and allowance just like the other children. She was very receptive to the freedom and
responsibility that was given and expected of an elder child, Her host brother and sister found her companionship and
experience their treasure. Laurie and I could not have imagined hosting a more well behaved, studious, and lovely
person as Linda. Our family learned a lot about Germany and have gained a valued friendship for the rest of our
lives. We are looking forward 10 a family vacation 1o Germany in July, where we plan to spend a week with Linda
and her folks in southern Bavaria.

Comments by Jennie Schubert:

I believe that Linda was one of the most wonderful experience in my life. She was a very fun and nice person to
hang around. She comforted me when T was sad and laughed at my stupidest jokes; we were just like sisters, At first
it was kind of weird having another person in the house but then we got really close. It was like being sisters cut the
oceasional sibling rivalry. Just before she lefi | remember we made a quote book of all our funny little sayings.

1, at age cleven, think it is really important to know your heritage, our family having German roots found it incredibly
interesting to have Linda around. It was kind of funny really, she came to learn more of the English language and
Amenican ways; and here | think she taught us a lot more than we taught her. Not enough things can be said about
such o wonderful person in only twe paragraphs, so to keep it simple Linda was a wonderful person with a stromng
spinit in which 1 care about very much and will remember her for the rest of my life.

Date: 20042005

Student: Andrea Zegarma

Age: 17 years

Town, Country: Arequipa, Pero

Sehool Attended: Linn-Mar High School
Host Families: Crystal L. Usher

1945 3]st 81,
Marion, lowa 52302

Andrea 15 a most enthusiastic young lady. She likes art and singing as well as people. She loves the beauty of nature
and the high point of her visit so far has been secing the fall colors here in Cedar Rapids. She was invited 1o visit the
Alliant Energy International Group where she had an opportunity to speak Spanish with the Director and became
friends with the Assistant Director, Jamie Toledo, She loves cooking and is interested in becoming a chef andfor
managing a resort. She is a real asset to our club.
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Cedar Rapids Rotary West
Outbound Exchange Students

Date: 1998 1999

Student: Elizabeth “Beth” Negro
816 — 3ith 5t Dr, SE
Cedar Rapds, 1A 52403

Birth date; 911781
Parents; John and Donna Negro
Country; Argentina

She went to Argentina when she was 16 years old and a junior in high school. In Argentina, she attended school in
Garin with Spanish speaking students. Her parents spent two weeks in Argentina while she was an exchange student.
Beth loved her stay, She praduated from Marquette in May 2004 with a major in International Business, Marketing
and Spamish,

Comments by Beth Negro:

In the summer of 1998 1 was given the opportunity o become an International Rotury Exchange Student through
the Cedar Rapids Rotary West. At that time, | had no idea what T was about to embark upon, My world was turned
upside down within the course of a few days. One moment | was siting at the dinner table with my family i lowa
and the next I was in another country, hateming to another language 1 did not understand and looking at people that 1
had never seen before. | will never forget those first few days and the new sights, tastes, and smells that [ experi-
enced. I never thought that the scent of a certain flower. the scent of a prll, or even the smell of cigar smoke could
bring back so many happy memories, It has been over six years since my beloved experience and everyday that
passes by, | remember at least one thing from that year. T will never forget what that year pave me. It allowed me to
grow as an individual, a student, and as a professional,

Through my vear in Argentina | had the opportunity to travel not just arcund the country, but also 1o neighboring
countrics including Chile. Brazil. and Paraguay. South America is nothing like Europe in the sense that travel is casy.
On the contrary, travel is fairly difficult and expensive For those that live there, | had the opportunity to travel for two
wieks to the southern regions of the country and see the Andes Mountains, La Patagonia, and the most amuzing
place on earth. Tierra del Fuego (Land of Fire) which marks the southern most point of the Americas. This trip
mecluded other Rotary Exchange students and a charter bus. There were many long hours spent on the bus traveling,
but the most memorable moments were spent learning another culture or getting to know my fellow companions
from all over the world. Our common language was Spanish. due 1o us living in Argentina and so most of the trip
wits spent learning more of the language that 1 have come to adore, Other than this trip to the south, | was able to go
to the north as well with the retired members of the Rotary Club of Garnin, It was an interesting trip and 1 learned
even more about the culture being with those people. My travels outside of the country were not done with a group
from Rotary, but with my very own parents. After about seven months living with host familics, my parents came to
visit me and experienced two weeks of what T had lived, It was wonderful 1o show them all that 1 had learned and



experienced in such a short period of time, Luckily by that point T was fully Auent in the language, so my parents had
their very own translator.

A requirement to my sponsorship was that | attend each Rotary dinner every month and be involved with the other
Rotary clubs in the area. This allowed me to meet businessmen and women in the town | lived in as well as surround-
ing cities, in addition (o spending time with other exchange students from the area, The particular club that | was part
of had two exchange students at the time, mysell and Thea who was from New York. The club was also sponsoring
two Argentine students that were in Germany, one of which ended up being my host sister for seven of my twelve
months. Through my year | lived with two different families that lived different lifestyles, The Tirst Tumily lived in a
country club and owned a car dealership in the capitol city, while the second family lived in the center of town ina
small house and the father worked as a roofer. This allowed me to experience the multiple lifestyles and cultures of
the country.

Like 1 said before, this experience has helped me to grow as an individual, as a student, and as a professional.

As an individual | grew becanse 1 learned o different culture, saw things | never thought | would see, and lived a year
alone without my family. As a student | grew because [ learned another history and politics as well as learn another
language. This aided in my search for a University as well as a major. | eventually chose to go to Marquetie
University in Milwaukee, Wisconsin and study Business Administration with majors in International Business,
Marketing, and Spanish. Through this experience 1 was able to grow as a professional in that my cultural understand-
g and language skills have helped me 1o advance my career in business. The poals | have for my future were
established soon afier 1 arrived in the United States in July of 1999. 1 knew at that time that | wanted o work in
Business either in South America or Europe. [ have had the opportunity to work in internships that invelved commu-
nicating and working with companies and dealers in Latin America as well as Europe, and in my current position |
frequently work with a manulacturing plant in Mexico. My language skills have improved through the past six yvears
due 1o the fact that | enjoy speaking the language and that T adore practicing. Ever since my year in Argentina, | have
been able to travel worldwide to countries like Colombia, Belgium. England France, and Germany,

I would like to thank the Rotary West Club of Cedar Rapids for the opportunity. | would hope that the ¢lub continues
to present this experience 1o other High School students in the future,

Date: 19981 909

Student: Jennifer “Jenny™ Douglas
171 Abbotsford Rd.
Cednr Rapids, fowa 52403

Birth date: 3/28/83

Parents: William and Deboruh Douglas
School: Washington High School
County: Germany

She went to Bremen. Germany for a vear in high school. Her father visited her while she was there, She loved her
experience in Germany. Upon her return she finished high school in May 2001, She visited Japan and upon her
return she went o UNI and 15 scheduled 1o praduate in the Spring of 2005 after completing her practical teaching.
She wants to be a teacher when she finishes college.



Dhate: 2004

Studemt: Bvne D, Quelle
5835 Wells Lane
Coedor Rapids, 1A 52411

Birth date: 12/3/85
Purents: Steve and Naney Quelle
Schoal: Kennedy High School
Country: Ciermany
Address: Konigstralie 73a

32584 Lohne

(Germany
Website: WWW RYNEQ.COM

Comments by Tom Wilkinson;

Ryne graduated from Kennedy High School in May, 2004. While in school he enjoyed working with students in his
class on various projects. meluding installing wireless networks access for the school. He organized the Student Film
Makers Club, as well, During his senior year he worked part time at Best Buy as a computer tech, His plan for the
future includes poing to Towa State University to study engineering and foreign languapes.



Cedar Rapids-West Rotary extends its sincere thanks and
appreciation to Jim Ketchum and Cornerstone Press for generous support
with the graphics and printing of this commemorative history.




