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While a New Nation Was Being Born...
•The American Revolution had begun. 
•The Declaration of Independence was 
adopted. 
•About 2.5 million people lived in the 
thirteen colonies. 

1776: Two Worlds, One Year
       

...The St. Croix Valley Followed a Different 
Path
•The region was  Indigenous homeland of 
the Dakota and Ojibwe nations



What River Falls Looked Like 250 Years Ago

A Landscape Shaped by Nature and Indigenous Stewardship

•Tall grass prairie, oak savanna, wetlands, and wooded stream valleys 

      Much of the upland was open, with scattered bur and white oaks                                   

 standing among grasses that often grew  waist-high or higher.





In 1776, the River Falls area was part 
of a shared homeland and borderland 
used by both Dakota and Ojibwe 
peoples. 

The St. Croix Valley was a place of 
trade, travel, cooperation, and 
sometimes conflict. Indigenous 
nations had deep connections to the 
land long before American settlement. 

The First Peoples and the Changing Land



Dakota Sioux Indian Camp (ca. 1875). Published 
by Joel E. Whitney of St. Paul, Minnesota

The Dakhóta Oyáte, 
(Dakota Nation or  Sioux)

The Dakota people had deep 
and long-standing ties to the St. 
Croix and Mississippi River 
region. The future River Falls 
area lay within a region used by 
Dakota families and bands for 
hunting, fishing, gathering, 
travel, and trade.



Ojibwe camp along 
the St. Croix River, 
Minnesota, c.1885

The Anishinaabeg, 
(Ojibwe or Chippewa)

By the 1700s, Anishinaabeg/Ojibwe 
people were also present in the St. 
Croix Valley. They traveled, hunted,
trapped, fished, gathered wild 
foods, and traded throughout the 
region.



Indigenous trails connected communities 
throughout the region long before roads 
and towns existed



The Powell Bros., who it will be 

remembered had located at what is 

now the site of River Falls, had 

erected a dwelling house on 

Section 1 town 27 Range 19 near 

the old Indian Trial from Maiden 

Rock to the mouth of the Willow 

River.   Source: Allen Weld Spring 
Valley sun 12-22-1904



The name Kinnickinnic comes from an 

Algonquian word often translated as “that 

which is mixed.” 

Throughout the Great Lakes region, Indigenous peoples 

used the term for traditional smoking and ceremonial 

mixtures made from locally available plants. While recipes 

varied among communities, these mixtures played 

important roles in social gatherings, diplomacy, trade, and 

spiritual practices.







During the late 1700s and early 1800s, 
federal treaties and policies gradually 
transferred Indigenous lands to the 
United States. 

By the 1837 treaties, the land that 
would become Pierce County was 
opened to large-scale non-Native 
settlement

• Land Act of 1820 (3. 
Stat. 566)

• First Treaty of Prairie 
du Chien

• Indian Removal Act 
of 1830

• 1837 Land Cession 
Treaties with the 
Ojibwe & Dakota.

• 1842 Wisconsin Land 
Cession



Henry Lewis 
1847



THE MONUMENT      
is a historic sandstone formation in the
Town of Kinnickinnic, northeast of River Falls. Long before
it became a destination for local residents, the formation was
a prominent landmark of the Kinnickinnic Valley. Different
generations and communities knew the site by different
names, including Great Manito, Pulpit Rock,



THE MONUMENT
 is one of the most distinctive natural 
landmarks in the Kinnickinnic River Valley. It is 
composed primarily of St. Peter Sandstone, a 
rock formation deposited about 450 million 
years ago during the Ordovician Period, when 
much of present-day Wisconsin lay beneath a 
warm, shallow tropical sea.

The sandstone consists of nearly pure quartz 
grains that began as beach and shoreline sands 
along that ancient sea. Over millions of years, 
these sands were buried, compacted, and 
cemented into rock. Later, a thin layer of 
limestone was deposited on top of the 
sandstone.



Surface rolling, soil 2nd rate.

Thinly timbered.

Oak & Black Oak.

Undergrowth Black Oak Brush and 
Aspen.

"2nd rate soil" meant moderately fertile, average-

quality agricultural land. Surveyors ranked land by 

quality to help the federal government evaluate its 

suitability and value for settlement and sale.











• In 1776, the River Falls area was part of a shared Indigenous homeland used by 
both the Dakota and Ojibwe peoples. 

• The St. Croix Valley served as a borderland where cooperation, trade, travel, and 
sometimes conflict occurred. 

• Indigenous trails connected communities throughout the region long before 
roads and towns existed. 

• Federal treaties and policies between 1783 and 1842 gradually transferred 
Indigenous lands to the United States and opened the region to non-Native 
settlement.
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