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Greeter  Paul Lassman 

At our partners evening Paul talked about a change that he had to make when he and 
his wife Shirley were dairy farming in the Deep South, when he got the advice from his 
doctor that he should move from that environment and that not to do so, was not really 
an option 

So, they made the decision to sell a second dairy farm which they owned, and to put a 
sharemilker on their home farm, and for them and their 11 year old daughter to move 
to the UK, the land where Paul was born. Paul was interested in farm consultancy and 
he already had experience, plus a number of contacts in the region but first was the 
need to find somewhere to live. Interestingly, one of the factors which may have 
contributed to making this come together was the moment when Paul and the owner 
realized they were both Rotarians - and so Paul and 
Shirley moved to a home in the Cotswolds, and 
Shirley worked as the chef at a local pub 

A further change came in 2001 with the outbreak of 
Foot and Mouth disease in the UK. The associated 
restrictions on farm visits made the consultancy 
unviable and they decided to revisit a Bed & 
Breakfast business which they had stopped at 
during a recent trip from Cornwall to Scotland. They ended up buying the business 
where they also operated a restaurant and tearooms for the duration of the epidemic 

Battle site visit 
 
Through the NZ History group of U3A there is an opportunity for our members to 
visit battle-sites from the Waikato Land wars 
 
Our group would be accompanied by well-known author and expert on Maori 
history, Buddy Mikaere and would likely overnight in the area 
 
Actual date & costings yet to be advised – if interested, please Contact Ann 
 

 



Cans for a cause 
We are still in need of a few more volunteers for the afternoon shift on Tuesday (the 
morning is now fully covered) 

This worthy cause is a nationwide event, supported by our DG Nick, and promoted as 
an ALL NEW ZEALAND EVENT – and is supported by Rotary Clubs throughout New 
Zealand 

We will be operating a stand in the Foyer at Woolworths Supermarket to collect 
canned groceries for the purpose of re-distributing to needy families  

If you can help: 

Please phone John Strongman 0274996922 

When   Tuesday 10 June 

Where  Woolworths Supermarket, Main Road, Katikati  

Wear  Your Rotary Hi-viz vest 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



  



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Parting thought from Paul 
 

 
Good judgment comes from experience 
 
And most of that comes from bad judgment 
 

 


