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Rotary Club of Mansfield Inc.

      23rd September 2026	
	
National Song:	  All

Loyal Toast:	 Australia and it’s People

Rotary Grace: 	For good food, for good fellowship and the   opportunity to serve through Rotary – we give thanks.
International Toast

NEXT MEETING:
        14th October 6:30 for 7:00pm at Delatite Hotel

NEXT BOARD MEETING:  
         14th October 5:30pm at Delatite Hotel.



                            Steph’s Scriblings

Well we are almost at the end of September and spring is definitely on the way. We had a fantastic Partners meeting on the 23rd September and had a fabulous speaker - Stephen Whiteside who spoke extensively about his new book whilst going into the background of Spargos Hut.
We had a number of guests and it was wonderful to see so many people at our meeting.
We have confirmed the 23rd of November for the Flavorite Christmas party, if you were not at the meeting and would like to help please let either Robyn or me know, we can certainly do with the help.
I hope to see you all at our next meeting on the 14th October

Yours in Rotary
Stephanie Hart 






Fantastic that our meetings are also a place for homework;
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Guest Speaker – Stephen Whiteside
It was a pleasure to welcome Stephen Whiteside, who is here to talk to us about his book, The View from Point Lookout, and the remarkable story of Bill Spargo.
For many of us who know and love the Victorian High Country, the name Mount Hotham is very familiar. But behind the roads, huts, ski fields and mountain communities is a fascinating history of the people who helped open up and shape this rugged part of Victoria.
Bill Spargo was one of those pioneers. His life was closely connected with Mount Hotham and the High Country, and his experiences provide a window into a very different time — when travelling and working in the mountains demanded determination, resilience and a real ability to live with the challenges of the alpine environment.
Stephen’s book brings that history to life through Bill’s story, giving us an opportunity to look beyond the modern Mount Hotham we know today and understand some of the people and experiences that helped create its history.
Stories such as Bill Spargo’s are important because they preserve the character and heritage of the High Country for future generations.
Exchange Students:

Fidelia von Massow;

I went canoeing with Outdoor Ed twice: On Lake Eildon and on the Goulburn River between Kevington and Jamieson. The water was very cold but it was so fun!
On the weekend we brought a mob of sheep to their paddock which was 6km away, that was a totally new experience for me!
Kelly, Alex, Darcy and me also had a picnic and Darcy and me had prepared cardamom buns, a recipe that I brought from Germany.
On the first weekend of the holidays I went to Melbourne for the first time, with Agnes and Leila! After not having been in a city for seven weeks I was shocked by the amount of people, cars and buildings - I loved it! We watched an amazing circus show, had a circus training, I tried my first Freddo Frog, we
swam in the ocean whilst a beautiful sunset, saw penguins, visited the library, went to the Shrine of Remembrance and walked through the Royal Botanical Garden (one of my new favourite places!). It was such an amazing weekend!!!
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    Fidelia with her Robinson and Mahoney Families visiting Melbourne and living farm life
Erin Mahoney;
Recently, I went out for Italian dinner with my host family. It was really good and we had such a nice time together. I’ve also been busy with track and field. The managers made little mascots for the players as a sign of good luck, and we made one for ourselves too. Mine is now on my school bag, so I get to keep it as a little memory. After the track and field competition, the other managers and I went out for dinner to celebrate. The food was really good, especially the meat, which was such good quality.
One of my favourite moments was walking to dinner with Sayo (my previous host sister). We crossed a field and she started hopping around like a fairy, which was so funny 😂. I’ve also been studying for my test with some of my friends from class, which has been nice because we can study together and help each other. This past weekend An, Mau and I went to a cute Hawaiian restaurant and spent some time together taking photos and enjoying the food. It was a really nice weekend.
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Martin Robinson;
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Martin was presented with the Australian Flag to take to Denmark.

Birthdays
Robyn Bassanelli 3rd September

Raffle Winner;
The winner of the raffle was won by Lennie – No Jackpot won.

Grand Final Competition

The winner of the Grand Final Competition was Rita Riley (wife of Tony) who picked Brisbane by 5 points and being the closest winning margin of 7 points. She won the $52 prize pot. 

Travellers;
Denise Skinner

From Rome to Cinque Terra, Tuscany to Florence to Venice and now in Como, our trip is rapidly coming to an end with us getting back home soon.  It has been an amazing journey, full of wonder at the history of both Spain and Italy....and the food!  I do and don't want to come back if that makes sense!

Ciao, Denise and Wayne
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Liz Bannister
Liz visited ANZAC Cove at Gallipoli and said it was particularly moving time for reflection. It was interesting archaeological site at Ephasis in Turkey with a group shot in front of the city Library façade.
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Thought for the Week;
Nothing is impossible, The word itself says I’m Possible.
Joke of the week;
I pointed to two old drunks across the bar from us and told my mate. 
“That’ll be us in 10 years.” He said, “That’s a mirror, you idiot!”



Up Coming Events;
October 9th – event 10am - Lennie and Laurie to set up large Rotary Marque at the Cemetery for dedication of   refurbishment of grave sites for Kennedy, Scanlan and Lonigan
October 18th – Sunday 10am – 1pm BBQ at Botanical Park - Venilali Ridgeline Walk
October 30th – Friday 5pm-9pm High Country Festival BBQ in median strip for CFA and fireworks.
October 31st – BBQ on Saturday in Median strip 8 – 12noon
November 21st – A&P Society loaning BBQ trailer for Mansfield Show.
November 23rd – Flavorite staff end of year lunch
November 25th – Guest Speaker – Amanda Jamieson – Marj Coombs Scholarship 2025 recipient.
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