Stratford Rotaract Meeting Meeting 
Thursday, January 17, 2019 @ 6:30pm
Jobsite, Stratford Ontario
Regret-Charlotte 
Members: 

Guests: 


	Agenda Item
	Follow Up

	1. Welcome & Introductions
	

	2. Guest Speaker 
Katherine Hahn – India
· Mega Polio Trip. 1994 Polio was eradicated in Canada. Polio is a virus, children under five are most at risk. March of 2014 India was declared Polio free. Katherine got to do school tours and vaccination drives. India is very complicated and lots of problems. These problems are woven together. Population is 1.2 billion people, this is 17.5% of the worlds population. 95% of rural children have access to primary education, but this can be difficult due to gender bias, funding, teacher absenteeism. This results in a 50% drop out rate. 80% literacy rate in men, 65% in women. Life expectancy is 65 for men and 67 for women. Below 25 is 50% of the population. The richest 1% have 60% of the wealth for the country. India has the highest concentration of poor and the highest malnutrition in infancy rates. Most Indians will not leave their homeland, so they are often not aware of the life they are living. 

Katherine travelled with her son Evan. He is now 20. There is a 13.5 hour flight and a ten hour time change. So they arrived a day later. The air is so polluted that Katherines lungs hurt after 20 minutes. Her doctor suggested a shot of Jack Daniels every morning to help kill bacteria. Locals were asking Evan or selfies as he has blonde hair, blue eyes and a beard which children do not wear. 

Cows are sacred. Mustard is their biggest crop and they can yield three cops in a good year. Mustard Oil is India’s Olive Oil. 

The major problems in India are: lack of hygiene, poor nutrition, change in vaccinations, movement across borders and religious beliefs. There were myths about what the vaccination about it being a sterilizing drug, or were scared by the fever that the vaccine caused. 2010/2011 was the last reported case of Polio. There are immunization check points at the borders, to help prevent the spread of disease. 

On Immunization day Katherine learned that cow dung is sacred and is used for fueling homes. Women and Children can be seen making patties on the side of the road. Katherine was dispensing the vaccine orally by droppers. Katherine was nervous about not giving enough or giving too much. Over 3000 children were vaccinated. Two of the last children that developed polio in India were present. They can be vaccinated to help prevent it again. These children couldn’t walk or feed themselves. At every major site there was polio survivors that were begging for help. 

The Rotary Club in Agra has purchased property for school. They have purchased buses to help transport students (girls can be raped if they walk to school). There is a small tuition fee to attend. They draw on their own to help educate more than just reading and writing but hygiene and clean drinking water practices. There is a large list of projects example: building bathrooms, nutrition centre, scholarships, drinking taps and much more. 

Keeping your family together is very important in India. To break the cycle hygiene and drinking practices need to be learned by the younger generation. 

QA
How did you get to do this? Katherine attended the international conference in Atlanta and had picked up a pamphlet, did some research and wanted to do something special for her 50th birthday. 

Pakistan (believed) or Nigeria have the most recent document cases of Polio. We are still a ways away from eradicating Polio. 

	

	3. Adoption of Agenda
           
	


	3. Previous Minutes

	

	4. Standing Items
· 4.1 Club Kudos – Kudos to April for the Literacy Project
-Kudos – to Nick for finding a space and storing books
-Kudos to Laurie and Rebecca for Mentor night
-Kudos to the dueling committee for organizing 
	

	5. Business Arising
· 5.1 Committee Check-in
Duelling Pianos – Long and Mcquade is sponsoring cash and a guitar. Queens is hosting the performers free of charge. Working on Ticket sales. Have sold 52 so far at $40. Volunteer around 6:30. 
Trivia Committee – still looking for one more person.
Mentorship Mixer – went well. One member was unsatisfied. 
· 5.2 New location for meetings – Sarah suggested Checking into the library. Could we switch dates? Kelly to send out a survey. Could we get back into Jobsite? Nick shared it’s a zoning issue. Guests need to be supervised. Municipal Golf course is willing to take us in the summer. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]5.3 Board – Still looking for new board members. Kelly will be looking at contacting those interested soon. Treasurer, Member at Large and Secretary are open. Decisions are made but it is fun.  

	


	6. New Business & Idea Sharing
· 6.1 New Member Inductions
· 6.2 Rotaract District Conference 
-happening on June 15th in Kincardine
-a conference for Rotaractors from across the District to come together to learn, grow, and plan.
-if interested, let me know and I can send the link/email
· 6.3 Dragon Boat
-Laurie was in charge last year, wanting to pass the torch on to someone else
-duties involve recruiting volunteers for 3 shifts. Starting off with Rotaract and then to two high schools
-On day of, managing volunteers, providing them lunch, etc
-Interested or have questions, reach out to Laurie


· 6.4 Update on Literacy Campaign
-Play video
-So far 3 boxes of books have been donated from the Library 
-Would anyone be interested in reaching out to Goodwill and/or Salvation Army, and other organizations to see if they wanted to donate? Erin to help. 
-Books are being stored here. 
-For those unable to attend meetings, pick up dates are available are every Thursday or every other Thursday. Can send out a Doodle poll. Looking for volunteers to help
-Books we can deliver up to Grand Bend, thoughts? Grand Bend started and ship to South Africa. 


· 6.5 Transition to Rotaract to Rotary – think about for future meeting
-How can they make the transition easier?
-Costs, meeting times, other barriers
-Want to see more socials? Opportunities for professional development?

LAURIE SARAH AND REBECCA TO FACILITATE 
	

	7. Next Meeting and Location
Wednesday, March 6, 2019 @ 6:30 – Stratford Perth Museum  
	

	8. Meeting Adjourned
	

	9. Parking Lot
- Social Media Committee
-Noon meeting at the Army and Navy on Thursdays 
- Clubrunner tutorial 
	


 
