Stratford Rotaract Meeting Agenda
Thursday, June 19, 2018 @ 6:45 pm
York St. Picnic Table


Present: Matt Moore, Shira Ginsler, April Haggert, Laurie Brown, Rebecca Price, Lauren Gienow

Guests: Geoff Krauter (Guest), Arlene Pol (Stratford Rotary Club) 

The members present started the evening by attending the Stratford Perth Rotary Hospice’s Ground Breaking Ceremony. 

Matt Moore was inducted into Rotaract. Laurie shared he joined the trivia committee and will help MC as needed.

This was Laurie’s last meeting as president. Laurie announced the new meeting location at Jobsite Brewery has been firmed up and we’re awaiting their opening before transitioning over.  Until then, please stay tuned to meeting bulletins for meeting locations. 

Laurie reflected on her presidency. During the past year, we made our first ever long term commitment to a community project – the Stratford Perth Rotary Hospice.  Tonight we witnessed the ground breaking on the project and over then next year, we’ll see this project come to fruition.

We baked and delivered healthy cupcakes to four community groups.  

We delivered Christmas dinner to those spending the holidays at Optimism Place and food donations to the Salvation Army.

We had good weather for the Dragon Boat Festival!

We had a few bevvies and were a little silly at the Pub Crawl.

Through involvement with Rotary’s Youth Services Committee, we helped get an Interact Club started at St Mikes.

We tried some new initiatives like the Swan Parade and grew others like our improve comedy show tremendously.

We delivered 12 solid trivia nights with a full house most nights.

And this couldn’t have been done this without each of you!

Collectively, we’ve invested nearly 350 volunteer hours…that means our tiny little club has invested almost an hour per day in our community over the past year.

Financially, we’ve invested in the House of Blessing, Local Community Food Centre, the Hospice, Winterfest, United Way, Canadian Mental Health Association, Emily Murphy Centre, the Royal Canadian Legion poppy fund, Aquabox, Salvation Army and a number of other organizations.  These investments will continue to yield dividends as the funds are used to better the world around us.
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Laurie’s goals heading into the year were to increase our connections with our Rotary district and neighbouring clubs and to bring in a diversified line up of speakers.  We’ve had speakers with a wide variety of backgrounds – we’ve had leaders from community organizations such as Emily Murphy Centre, Choices for Change and House of Blessing, leaders from the Business community speaking on topics such as networking and Boards and Governance, we’ve focused on career paths - or rather blazing career trails as most of the time there’s no clearly marked path- and most recently we’ve heard from the mayor and representatives from the artistic community speaking on behalf of the Stratford Festival and Stratford Summer Music.  

At a Rotary level, we once again supported Rotary’s Dragon Boat Festival.  In January, a number of us attended a meeting of the Festival City Rotary Club and we’ve welcomed fellow Rotarians to our meetings both as guests and as speakers.  In March we celebrated Rotaract’s 50th birthday and shared some cheer with members of both local Rotary Clubs. And in April we had three members attend the District conference in Sarnia.  Tonight, Laurie is heading to Toronto to take part in the Rotary International Convention.

Laurie reflected how she joined five years ago and how she has learned that initiatives can start small and cause big changes in people lives. We also play off members strengths from organization skills, life experiences or a change in perspective. Laurie talked about her new generations exchange in Germany as a highlight for her Rotary experience. Opportunity is key. You have be willing to say yes to it, then reach out and take it. You don’t always need a plan, because lots of great experiences can find you. 

Laurie shared there are synergies building. Membership is increasing. Laurie announced the 2018/2019 board as follows:
· Kelly as President
· April as VP
· Rebecca as Secretary
· Jonathan carrying on as Treasurer
· Nick joining the Member at Large roll.
Kelly has committed to serving a 6 month term and April will back her up for the balance of the year.

In the coming year, we have lots of opportunities to build upon. Turning opportunity into success. Growing members. Growing awareness of Rotaract. Joining in with Rotary initiatives. Getting more involved with the community. Laurie talked about Rotary fellowships and they are worth exploring (details here) and various international and professional development opportunities.

Laurie’s closing thoughts: Say yes, seize the opportunity and continue doing good in the community. 

Arlene thanked Laurie on behalf of both rotary clubs for her term of presidency, and congratulated her in facing challenges with grace and accomplishing so much for Rotaract and Rotary. 

